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PREFACE. 



In submittiiig the following work toihe inhabitants and officers of school 
districts, the various town and comity officers charged with the local adminis- 
tration of the common school system in its several departments, and the pub- 
lic generally, the compiler has been actuated by an earnest desire to diffuse as 
widely as possible, a more thorough and accurate knowledge of the history 
and details of that system than has hitherto appeared Haying been con- 
nected with ''the department of Common Schools, with a slight interval, for 
the past fourteen years, during which period five successive Superintendents 
have been in office, and the system has undergone numerous important mod- 
ifications, the necessary materials for a complete digest of its various prpvisions, 
as well as for the requisite adaptation of the numerous exposition^, decisions, 
and instructions of the department, to the present state of the law, were 
probably more fully within his reach than that of any other individual. 

The volume of Laws and Decisions prepared and published by Gen. Dix in 
1837, however valuable for its intrinsic interest, and for its clear and lucid 
exposition of the fundamental principles of our system of public instruction, 
has become to a very great extent inapplicable to the existing details of that 
system ; and where relied upon as a guide, by officers of districts, of towns 
and counties, must necessarily embarrass and mislead. The compiler of the 
present work has therefore deemed it his duty to obviate this result so far as 
may be in his power, by giving first, a general abstract of the existing provis- 
ions of the law in reference to the powers, duties and liabilities of each class 
of officers connected with the administration, of the system, and of the inhab- 
itants of the several school districts ; and secondly, a digested view under 
each head, of the various instructions, expositions, and decisions of the depart- 
ment, or rathfr of the principles of such instructions and decisions, in their 
application to the law as it now stands : preceded by the general laws and 
the various local provisions applicable to the several cities and lai^r towns. 

A historical sketch of the origin and progress of the system from its incep- 
tion to the present period, accompanied by a brief exposition of its present 
condition, has been annexed to the work, with the design of rendering it more 
acceptable as well to our own citizens as to those of other portions of the 
Union, who may feel an interest in tradng the gradual advancement of our 
legislation on this important subject, and in ascertaining the prominent features 
of our system, as moulded by the succepsive improvements consequent upon 
an experience of nearly forty years. ^ 



IV 

The importance of an tmifonn and enlightened administration of a system 
embracing so great a variety of interests and forming so material an ingredient 
in the intellectoal, moral, and sodal dvilizatlon of the conmmniiy, has not been 
one of the least among the considerations which have led to the publication of 
this work : and if through its means any facilities shall have been afforded for 
the accomplishment of this deedrable result, the time and pains spent in its 
preparation will not have been regretted. That it is free from imperfections 
and errors it would be presumptuous to assert ; but in oommending it to those 
for whose use it is specially designed, and to the friends of popular education 
generally, the compiler can accompany it with the assurance that no efforts on 
his part have been spared to render it worthy of their attention and regard. 

Albant, May, 1861. 



SECRETARY'S- OFFICE, ) 

Dbfa&txemt of Oomhon Sohoolb. ) 

Albany, May 15, 1861. 

Having examined the following " D^est of the Common School System of 
the State of New York," I take pleasure in saying that it is a full and correct 
exposition of that system ; and entitled to the coimdesee of officers and inhal> 
itants of school districts. Town Superintendents of common schools, and others 
interested in the cause of popular education. 

CHRISTOPHER MORGAN, 

8up*t of OotMn&n SchooU, 



PART I. 



OHmiN. PROGRESS, AND PRESENT CONDITION 

COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM OF NEW YORK, 

From the Origia of tbe State 6oyiriUDi»t to the Tear 1851 



At the first meeting of the State LegiBlftture after the adoptioB of the Cod- 
stitution, the goyemor, Oeo. Clinton, culed the attention of that body to the 
$ubject of educatioa The following is an extract from his speech : 

" liTeglect of the education of youth is oae of the evils consequent upon war. 
Perhaps there is scarce any thin^ more worthy your attention than the revival 
and encouragement of seminanes of learning ; and nothing by which we can 
more satisfactorily express our gratitude to the Supreme Bemg for his past fa- 
vors ; since piety and virtue are generally the ofi&pring of an enlightened un- . 
derstanding. 

In thie year, the act incorporating the Regeifts of the University was passed. 

In 1'789 an act was passed, re(|uirii^ the surveyor-general, to set apart two 
lots in each town^p, of the pubhc land thereaft^ to be surveyed, for gospel 
and school purposes. 

The following is an ei:tract from the report of the Regents of the ITniveraity , 
for 1793: 

** On this occasion we cannot help suggesting to the Ij^jislature the numeroua 
advantages which we conceive would accrue to the citizens in general , from the 
institution of schools in various parts of the state, for the purpose of instructing 
children in the low£r branches of education, such as reading their native lan- 
guage with propriety, and so much of writing and arithmetic, as to enable them 
when they come forward into active life, to transact with accuracy and dispatch, 
{he business arising from their daily intercourse with each other. The mode of 
accomplishing this desirable object^ we respectfully submit to the wisdom of 
the legislature. 

" The attention which l^e legislature has evinced to promote literature, by 
liJbe liberal provision heretofore made, encourages, with all deference, to sug- 
gest the propriety of rendering it permanent by setting Apart for that salutary 
purpose some of the unappropriated lands. The value of these will be en- 
nanced by the increase of population. The state will thus never want the 
means of promoting useful science ; and will thereby secure the rational happi- 
ness, and fix the liberty of the people on the most permanent basis — that of 
knowledge and virtue. 

At the opening of the session of the legislature in 1795| Qov. Clinton thus 
again alluded to the subject : '^■"^^^ ^ 

^ While it is evident that the general establishment and liberal endovnnent 
of academies are highly to be commended, and are attended with the most 
beneficial consequences, yet it cannot be denied that they are principally coi»> ^u^ 
^ned to the diilaren of we ppulent^ vid that a great portion of the oommuni- 
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ty is excluded from their immediate ady^ntages. The establishment of com- 
mon schools throughout the state, is happily calculated to remedy this inconve- 
nience, and will therefore engage your ^ly and decided consideration.'' 

On the 11th of January, the Assembly appointed a committee consisting of 
Jonathan Niooll Havens, of Suffolk, as chairman ; David Brooks, of Dutchess, 
David Ptb, of Orange, Ebenezer Pubdt, of Westchester, Daniel Gray, of 
Eensselaer, Adah Comstogk, of Saratoga, and Richard Fdrican, of New York, 
to take into consideration that portion of the Governor's Message relating to the 
establishment of Common Schools throughout the state. Mr. Havens, from this 
committee, reported on the 19th of February " An Act for the encouragement 
of schools," winch passed the House on the*4th, and the Senate on the 22d of 
March, and became a law on the 9th of April 1795. By this act the sum of 
£20,000 or S50,000 was annually appropriated for five years, ** for the purpose 
of encouraging and maintaining sdiools in the several cities and towns in this 
state, in wMch the children of me inhabitants residing in the state, shall be in- 
structed in the English language, or be taught En^sh grammar, arithmetic, 
mathematics, and such other brandies of knowledge as are most useful and ne- 
cessary to complete a good English education." This sum was at first appor- 
tioned to the several counties according to their representation in the legislature, 
and afterwards according to the number of electors for members of assembly ; 
and to the several towns according to the number of taxable inhabitants of each. 
V^^Fhe boards of supervisors were required to raise by tax upon each town, a sum 
^- eq uaTto^e^hSf ofSSat appropriated by the state, to be applied in like manner. 
While this bill was under aiscussion in the assembly, a motion to add a pro- 
viso, " that no town after receiving for one year its proportion of the moneys 
appropriated by the act^ shall be entitled in any year thereafter to receive its 
proportion of the same, unless the freeholders and inhabitants of such town, 
ehould, at their next preceding town-meeting, have voted a sum for the use of 
schools in such town, equal to at least one-half of t3ie proportion of the moneys 
» to which such town shall have been entitled by this act in the preceding year ; 
and in case such sum shall not h^ve been voted to be raised as aforesaid by any 
town, the supervisors of the county should apportion the moneys to which sudb 
town would otherwise have been entitled, among the other towns in such coun- 
ty, which should hav6 voted for such sum " was rejected, by a vote of 80 to 27. 
The adoption of this proviso, would have left it discretionary with the inhabi- 
tants of any town to comply with the requisitions of the act, and thereby entitle 
itself to receive its proportion of the public money ; a measure subsequently re- 
sorted to, as will hereafter be seen, but speedily abandoned on experience of 
its effects. 

The prominent features of the act of 1796, were the following : Not less 
than three, nor more than seven commissioners, were annually to be chosen by 
the electors of the respective towns, to whom were to be committed the super- 
vision and direction of the schools, and the apportionment of public money 
among the several districts. Th^ inhabitante^ residing in different sections of 
each town, were authorized ''to associate together for the purpose of procuring 
good and sufficient schoolmasters, and for erecting and maintaining schools in 
such and so many parts of the town where they may reside, as shall be most 
convenient," and to appoint two or more trustees, who were directed to " confer 
with the commissioners concerning the qualification of the master or masters 
that they may have employed, or may intend to employ in their schools ; and 
concerning every other matter which may relate to the welfare of their school, 
or to the propriety of erecting or maintaining the same, to the intent that they 
may obtam the determination of the said commissioners whether the said school 
will be entitled to a part of the moneys allotted to or raised in that town by 
virtue of this act, ana whether the abilities and moral character of the master 
or mast€|rs employed, or intended to be employed therein, are such as will meet 
with their approllation." The share of public money to be paid to each district, 
was to be apportioned by the commissioners, " according to the number of days 
for which instruction shall appear, by the annual report of the trustees, to have 
been given in each of the said sdhools, in such manner that thd school in which 
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€he greater number of days of instroction shall appear to have been given, shall 
have a proportionably larger sum. And if it shall at any time appear to the 
said commissioners, that me abilities or moral character of the master or masters 
of any sdiools, are not such that they ought to be entrusted with the education 
of the youth, or that any of the branches of learning taught in any school, are 
not such as are intended to receive encouragement £>m the moneys appropria- 
ted by this act, the said commissioners shall notify in writing the saia trustees 
of sucn school thereof ; and to the time of such notification, and no longer, shall 
any allowance be made to such school unless* the san^ie thereafter be conducted 
to the approbation of the said oonunissioners." The commissioners were requir- 
ed to give to the trustees of each district, an order on the county treasurer for 
the sum to which the district was entitled. Provisions were also made for an- 
nual returns from the several districts, towns and counties. An abstract of 
these returns, from sixteen out of the twenty-three counties of the state, for the 
year 1798, shows a total of 1,862 schools, organized according to the act, in 
which 69,660 children were taught 

In the year 1*799 an act was passed directing the raising, by means of four ^ 
successive lotteries, of the simi of one hundred thousand dollars, $13,500 of 
which, were to be paid to the BegenTsorOie University, to be by them dis- 
tributed among the Academies in such manner as they shall deem most proper, 
and the residue, 187,600 was to be paid into the treasury, to be appropriated 
for the encouragement of common schools, as the legislature shoula thereafter 
direct This bill probably grew out of aproject proposed by the Hon. Jedediah 
PxcK, of Otsega ** It is due " observes Judge Hammond, in his Political History, 
" to this plain, unlettered farmer, to add that he was intent upon making some 
permanent provisions for these institutions, and that he formed the project of 
establishing a common sdiool fund in pursuance of the example then lately 
furnished by Oonnecticut, the state from whence he emigrated : that he never 
lost sight of it ; and that to his indefatigable and persevering eifbrts, aided by 
Mr. ^AM CoMSTpOE, of Saratoga, another uneducated and plain, but dear 
sighted and patriotic man, we are principally indebted for our school fund and 
common school system. What military chieftain — ^what mere conqueror by 
brute force, has conferred so deep, so enduring an obligation upon posterity ? " 

At the opening of the Session of the LegiSature in 1800, Gov. Jat called 
the attention of both Houses to the subject of Common Sdiools, in the follow- 
ing language : 

" Among other objects which will present themselves to you, there is one 
which I earnestly recommend to your notice and patronage. I mean our in- 
stitutions for the education of youth. The importance of common schools is 
best estimated by the good effects of them, where they most abound and are 
the best regulated.** 

On the 26th of March of the same year, the Assembly, by a vote of fifty-sev- 
en to thirty-six, adopted the following resolution, offered by Mr. Comstock, of 
Saratoga : 

" Besolved, That the * Act for the Encouragement of Schools,' passed the 
9th day of April, 1795, ought to be revised and amended ; and that out of the 
annual revenue arising to this State from its stock and other funds, the sum of 
f 60,000 be annually appropriated for the encouragement of schools, for the 
term of five years." 

On the 8d of April, subsequently, a clause to this effect was inserted in the 
annual supply bill, on Mr.'ComstocVs motion, by a vote of fifty-one to thirty- 
five. The Senate, however, by a vote of nineteen to sixteen, struck out the 
clause. The house, on the return of the bill, at first refused to concur with the 
Senate in this amendment, by a vote of forty-two to forty-one ; but subse- 
quently reconsidered its vote, and assented to uie amendment, on the last day 
but one of the Session. 

By an act passed on the 8d of April, 1801, the sum of $100,000 was directed 
to be raised by lottery, of which one-half was ordered to be paid into the Treas- 
ury for the use of Common Schools ; leaving to future legislatures the discre- 
tioQ of making such application of it as they might judge most conducive to 
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the end in viev. In arderto promote w) lAndpit^le m oWect* the Ltt^tuuc 
of 1808, by an act passed on the 61ii of April directed ihe Comptroner to in- 
vest in good real estate, all such sums of money as had been, or should there- 
after be receiyed from the procseeda of each Jottery, for the term of two 
years. _ 

In 1802, ihe GoTemor /Geo. Cum>v,) again caUed the attention of the Le- 
gislature to the sutgect of Common Schoola. He observes, " The system of 
Common Schools having been discontinued, and the advantage to mcialfl, reh- 



important object, ought not to discourage other attempta" No legislative action 
however, in reference to the subject^ was had during the aession of that year. 

In 180S, Gov. Clinton renewed his recommendation in the following energetic 
terms : ** The establishment of common sdiools has, at difGerent times, engag- 
ed the attention of the Legislature ; but althoMgh it» importance is g^ ««3^ 
acknowledged, a diversity of sentiment respecting the best means, has hitherto 
prevented the accomplishment of the object flbe di£fuedon of knowledge w so 
essential to the promotion of virtue and the preservfttion of lib«rty, as ^ 'Of" 
/der arguments unnecessary to excite you to a perseverance in this laudabte 
^ puTBuS. Permit me only to observe, that education, by eorrecting the morals 
and improving the manuers, tends to prevent thote eviU in society whwh are 
beyond the s^ere of legislation." . i. • • * 

On the 2lBt of Februwy of that year, Mr. Peck, of Otsego, from Wjomt 
committee of both houses on this portion of the jjovemor^s speech, reported a 
bill authorising the sev^iil towns to organize then* schools, wwi to raise money 
to support the same. No definite action, however, took place upon it durmg 
the session of tibat year. 

In 1804, the covemor again called the att«rfian of the legislature to the rab- 
ject On the 8d of March, in that year, Mr. Peck, from the committee on tUt 
portion of the speech, again made a favorable report* accompanied by a wll, 
which, however, shared me fate of its predecessor. 

At the extra session of the Ic^jidature, in November, X804, Gov. Lhwis 
brought the subject before that body, in the following language : 

**I cannot conclude, jgentlemen, without ogling your attention to a sroeci 
which my worthy and highly respected predecessor m ofBce had much at heart, 
and frequently, 1 beheve, presented to your view--the enoojura^^ement of litera- 
tiire. * " ' ' * ' -J J--— *- -v:«4? «,«T^«i^- 

from 

mies. Literary information should then be plau.^ — 1 

description of citizens, and poverty should not be permitted to obstruct the with 
to'the fane of knowledge. Common sciools, under the ^dance of respectable 
teachers, should be established in every village, and the mdigent be educated al 
the public expense. The higher semmariee alao, should i*eceirve every patron- 
age and support within the means of enlightened l^fialators. Learning would 
thus flourish, and t^ be more effectually restrainea than hj ToluiBQeaof poaal 
statutes.'' ' 

On the 4th of February, 1806, Gov. Lewis transmitted a speeiaL message to 

I the legislature in reference to this subject, in whidi he reooromended the appli- 
cation of all the state lands for the benefit of colleges and sdiools ; the whele 
fund and en tire manaf^ement of the system to be ccnfided to the Begents of the 
University, under. ai;<£ regulations as the legislature might preseribe ; the Be- 
gents to have the power of appointing three trustees for each district ; who 
diould be authorized to locate the sites for school houses, and to erect each hous- 
es wherever necessary, employ teadiers, apply the funds of the disitrict, andlery 
taxes on the inhabitaats, f w such further sums aa imght be reqoved for the sap- 
port of the school and the education of indigeDt chiMren . 'SOO0 of these sago* 
gestions, however, with the exception of the first* seem t» hai« met witii any 
WW at ihe hands of the legislature. 
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Ob fhe Sd «f J^^nl, ibe iegf MmC i j ffii. paisM «& «o| -piKPfiSkigi^bak the ttett pro- 
ceed of fiOO^OOd acres of the TAcaat and uniunNropnated teildft of the people of 
IkiB state, wfaioh should be first thereafter sola by the stirveyor-gen^til, sttonld 
be uifvopriated as a penoaaent fqnd for the siroport of eommon sdiods ; the 
avails to be safely invested until the interest should amount to f 50,000 ; when 
«B «MRial disfanlmtien of that amount should be made to theeevestd sehocd dis- 
triets. This «ct laid tiae foundation of the present fund for the support of eom- 
mon sdiools. 

By the act to kieorpiorate the Merchants' Bank in the city of Kev-Tork, pas> 
aed the same year, ihe state reserved the light to «iib8eril>e for Ihree thousand 
shares of the capital stock of that institution, which, together with the acoi^g 
iaterest and dxindends, were appropriated as a fund for Hie sup^XHrt of common 
aehools, to be applied ia audi aiaimer as the legislature should from time to 
thnecfirect. 

By .acts puised March 13, 1807, and Apal 8, 18^, the eomptroller was an- 
tfaonzed to invest such moneys, together with the fi^s ariskig from the pro- 
loeeds of the lotteries authorized by the act of 1803 in the puithase of addiuon- 
al stock of the Merehants' Bank, and to loan the residue of the fond. 

No determinate action on the part of the leeielature, m reference to the estab- 
lishment of a system of common schools, was had diaring the years, 1806-7-^-^ 
<ir 10. At the opening of the seasion in the latter year, Qtov. TtmS'Jsitm &us 
alludes to the subject. 

** I cannot omit tlus oocasion of invitmg your atteatkm to the means of instruc- 
tion for the riskig genoatioo. To enable them to perceiT« and duly to estimate 
^tibelr rights, to Inculcate correct principles and habits of mcnnlity and religicn, 
and to render them useful oitiseiis, a competent provision for their education is 
all-essential. The fiond appropriated for common schools abeady produces an 
income of about $26,000 annually, and is daily becoming more productive. It 
tests with the legislature to determine whether the resomxses e^ the state will 
justify a further juigmentation of that appropriation, as w^ as to adopt sudi 
plan for its apfi^cation and distribution, as sdiall armear best calculated to pro- 
mote the important object for which it was originally dedgned." 

On the 28th of February, of that year, the comptroller, in obedience to a reso- 
lution of the legislature, calling upon him for inf(»Tnation as to the condition of 
the scbcKd fund, reported that ^ae amount of receipts into the treasury wa to 
^hat period, of moneys belonging to the fund, was ^151,115.4^9, of wMdi ^9,- 
100 had b^n invested m the capital stock of the Merchants' Bank, $114,600 
losned in pursuaoce of law, and oie residue r^niuned in the treasury. 

In 1811, Gov. Tompkins again called the attention of the legislatme to this 
aiAject ; and a law was passed, aothorisng ib» appdntment by the govenior, cf 
five commissionerB, to report a system for the ore;amzation and establishment of 
«omm(Hi schoola The-OCHnmissicHiers appointed under this act were Jedediah 
Feck, John Munay, Jr., Samuel Russell, Roger Skinner, and Samuel Macomb. 
On the 14th of February, 1812, they submitted a report^ accompanied by the 
draft of a bill, oomprising substantially the main features of our cc^nmon sidiool 
mtem, as it existed up to the year 1838. In the bill, as it originaUv passed, the ^ 
electors of ^adi town were authorized to detomine at their annual town meet- 
ing, wfaetherllbey would accept their shares of the money apportioned by the 
atate, and direct the raising of ap. .eo^al amount onjiieir taxable property. So 
ambarrassixig, howevcar, was the practical bperataon Of this feai^ore of the sys- 
tem, that on the recommendalioa of the superintendent^ Gideon Hawley, Esq., it 
was stricken out ; and each county.reqtared to raise by tax an amount equal to 
tfa9.t apportioned l^'& state. 

The following are extracts from the report of tiie commissioners : 

** Perhaps there never will be presented to the legislature a subjeet of more 
importance than the establishment of common sdio^ Education, as the means 
of improving the mond and intellectual faculties, is, under all cffcumstanees, a 
subject of aSe most imposing consideration. To rescue man from that stete of 
degradation to which he is doomed, unless redeemed bv education ;. to unfold 
bu phyaktal, iatelIeetna],aDd moral powiers ; and to fit him tat those high dee- 
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tmies which his OreatcH* has prepared for him,Ganziot fail to ezcHe the most ar* 
dent sensibility of the philosopher and philanthropist. A comparison of the sar* 
age ihat roams through the forest^ witu the enligntened inhabitant of a civilised 
country, would be a brief but impressiye representation of the momentous im- 
portance of education. 

" It were an easy task for the commissioners to show, that in proportion as 
eyery country has been enlightened by education, so has been its prosperity. 
Where the heads and hearts of men are generally cultivated and improved, vir- 
tue and wisdom must reign, and vice and ignorance must cease to prevail. Vir- 
tue and^wisdom are the parents of private and public felicity : vice and ignorance 
of private and public misery. 

" If education be the cause of the advancement of other nations, it must be- 
apparent to the most superficial observer of our peculiar political institutions, 
that it is essential, not to our prosperity only, but to the veiy existence of our 
government. Whatever may be the effect of education on a aespotic or monar- 
chical govemment) it is not absolutely indispensable to the existence of either. 
In a despotic government^ the people have no agency whatever, either in the for- 
mation or in tike executi(»i of the law& They are the mere slaves of arbitrary 
authority, holding their lives and property at the {Measure of uncontrolled ca- 
price. As the will of the ruler is the supreme law ; fear, slavish fear, on the 
part of the governed, is the principle of despotism. It will be p^ceived readi- 
ly, that ignorance on the part of the people can present no barrier to the adminis- 
^ation of such a government ; an4 much less can it endanger its existence. In 
a monarchical government, the operation of fixed laws is intended to supersede 
the necessity of intelligence in the people. But in a government like ours, where! 
the people is the sovereign power ; where the will of the people is the law oi 
the Tana ; which will is openly and directly expressed ; fuid where every act of 
the government may justly be called the aet of the people ; it is absolutely es- 
sential that that people l>e enlightened. They must possess both intelligence 
and virtue : intelligence ta perceive what is rights and virtue to do what is right. 
Our republic, therefore, m^ justiy be said to be founded on the intelligence 
and virtue of the people. For this reason^ it is with much propriety that the 
^ilightened Montesquieu has said, 'in a republic the whole force of education 
is required.' 

" gAio comn^ssioners think it necessary te represent in a stronger point of view, 
the importance.and absolute necessity of education, as connected either with the 
cause of religion and morality, or with the prosperity and existence of our politi- 
cal institutions. As the people must receive the advantages of education, the 
inquiry naturally ariEes, how this end is to be attained. The expedient devised 
by the legislatvure, is the establiement of common schools ; which being spread 
throughout the state and aided«by its bounty, wiQ bring improvement withio 
the reach and power of the humblest citizen. This appears to be the Lest plan 
that can be devised to disseminate religion, moraU^, and learning throughout 
a whole country. All other methods, heretofore adopted, are partial in their 
y operation and circumscribed in their effects. Acadenue^ieuid universities, under^ 
stood in contradistinction to common schools, cannot be considered as operating 
impartially and indiscriminatoly, as regards the country at large. The advan- 
tages of the first are confined to the particular districts m which they are estab^ 
lished ; and the second, from causes apparent to every one, are devoted almost 
^ exclusively to the rich. In a free government, where political equality is estab- 
*" lished, and where the road to preferment is open to all, there is a natural stimu- 
lus to education ; and accordingly we find it generally resorted to, unless some 
great local impediments interfere. In populous cities, and the parts of the con- 
try 'thickly settied, schools are generally established by indiviaual exertion. In 
these cases, the means of education are facilitated, as the expenses of schools 
are divided among a great many. It is in the remote and thinly populated part« 
of the state, where the inhabitants are scattered over a large extent, that educa- 
tion stands greatiy in need of encouragement. The people here, living^ far frcna 
each other, makes it difficult so to establish schools, as to render them convenient 
or accessible to aU. Every family, therefore, must either educate its own chil- 
dren, or the children must forego the advantages of education. 
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" These inoonveniences can be remedied best by the establishment of com- 
mon schools, under the direction and patronage of the state. In these schools^ 
should be taught, at least, those branches of education which are indispensably ; 
necessary to every person in his intercourse with the world, and to the perform- ^ 
ancejof^^uty as a useful citizen^ Reading, writing, arithmetic, and the p»rinci- ') 
pleToTmoralli^, are essential to every person, however humble his situation in 
fife. Without the first, it is impossible to receive those lessons of morality,' 
which are inculcated in the writings of the learned and .pious ; nor is it possible 
to become acquainted with our political constitutions and laws ; nor to decide 
those great political questions, which idtimately are referred to tlie intelligence 
of the people. Writrng^and arithmetic are indispensable in the management ' 
of one*s pnvate af&irs, and to facilitate one's commerce with the world. Morali- 
ty and religion are the foundation of all that is truly great and good, and are con- 
sequently of primary importance. A person provided with these acquisitions, 
is enabled to pass through the world respectab^ and successfully. If , nowever, 
it be his intention to become acquainted with the higher branches of science, 
the academies and universities established in different parts of the state are open 
to him. In this manner, education in all its stages, is offered to the citizens 
generally. 

" In devising a plan for the organization and establishment of common schools, 
the commissioners have proceeded with great care and deliberatioa To frame 
a system which must direcxly affect every citizen in the state, and so to regulate 
it^ as that it shall obviate individual and local discontent, and yet be generally 
beneficial, is a task, at once perplexing and arduous. To avoid the imputation 
of local partiality, and to devise a plan, operating with equal mildness and ad- 
vantage, has been the object of the commissioners. To effect this end, they 
have consulted the experience, of others, and resorted to every probable source 
of intelligence. From neighboring states, where common school systems are 
established by law, they have derived much important information. This 
information is doubly valuable, as it is the result oflong and actual experience. 
The commissioners by closely examining the rise and progress of those systems, 
have been able to obviate many imperfections otherwise inseparable from the 
novelty of the establishment, and to discover the means by which they have 
gradually risen to their present condition. 

" The outlines of the plan suggested by the Commissioners are briefly these : 
that the several towns in the State be divided into school districts, by three 
commissioners,' elected by the citizens qualified to vote for town officers : that 
three trustees be elected in each district, to whom shall be confided the care^ 
and superintendence of the school to be established therein : that the interest 
of the school fund be divided among the different counties and towns, according 
to their respective population, as ascertained by the successive census of the 
United States : that the proportions received by the respective towns be sub- 
divided among the districts mto which such towns shall be divided, according 
to the number of children in each, between the ages of five and fifteen years : 
that each town raise by tax annually, as much money as it shall have received^ 
from the school fund : that the gross amount of moneys received from the State I 
and raised by the towns, be appropriated exclusively to the payment of the 
wages of the teachers : andT^that the whole system Ijie placed under the su- 
permtendence of an officer appointed by the Council of Appointment 

"Let us suppose that the school fund were arrived at that point where by 
law it is to be divided. There will then be $50,000 of the public money to lie 
distributed among the schools ; and as by the contemplated plan a sum is to be 
raised annually by tax, equal to the interest of the school fund, the gross amount 
of moneys which the schools will receive will be $100,000. There are in this 
State forty-five counties, comprising, exclusively of the cities, four hundred and 
forty-nine towns. It will be very evident, therefore, that the proportion of 
each town must be necessarily smalL As, however, the sdiool districts are au- ^ 
thorized to raise by tax a sum sufficient to purchase aTlbt^ on which tlie school 



house is to be buiU, to biiUd th^ school house and keep the same in repair, upd 
as the school moneys are devoted exclusively to the payment of the teachers' 
wages, the sum, ho^^ever small, which each district Wm be entitled to, will he 
from ^ese consideration^ so much the more efficacious. It will, however, be evi- 
dent to the Legislature, that the fimds appropriated from the State for ^e sup- 
^port of the common school system, will, alone, be very inadequate. And the 
copamlsaipn ers are of opin i on that the fund, in any stage of it^ even when the 
jresiduepf the unsold lands shall be converted into mcmey, bearing an interest, 
never^-Will be, alone, ade quate to the mainten ance of co mmon schools ; as the 
increase ofHEhe pbpulaHonwUi probablybe in as greai if hot a greater "ratio than 
that of the fund. But it is hardly to be imagmed tiiat the Legislature intend- 
ed that the State should support the whole expense of so great an establish- 
iment. The object of the Legislature, as unders£x>d by the commissioners, was 
to rouse the public attention to the important subject of education, and by 
adopting a svstem of common schools, in the expense of which the State would 
laigely participate, to bring instruction witl^ me reach and means of the hum- 
blest citizen. And the commissioners have kept in view the furtherance of this 
object of theLegislature ; for by requiring each district to nuse Dy tax a sum 
sufficient to build and repair a school house, ^d by allotting the school moneys 
solely to the parent of the teachers' wages, they have in a measure supplied 
two of the inost important sources of expense, ^us every inducement will be 
held out to the instruction of youth." * » * « ^ 

** The Legislature will perceive in the system contained in the bills submitted 
to their consideration, that the commissioners are deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of admitting, under the contemplated plan, such teachers only as are 
duly qualified. The respectability of every school must necessarily depend on 
the character of the master. To entitle a teacher to assume the control of a , 
school, he should be endowed with the requisite literary qualifications, not only, 
but with an unimpeachable character. He should also, be a man of patient and 
mild temperament. * A preceptor,' says Rousseau, * is invested with the rights, 
and takes upon himself the obligations of both father and mother.' And Quin- 
tillion tells us, * that to the requisite literary and moral endowments, he must 
add the benevolent disposition of a parent' " * » « * 

*' When we consider the tender age at which children are sent to schdbl ; the 
length of the time they pass under the direction af the teachers; when we 
consider that their Uttle min^ are to be diverted from their natural propensi- 
ties to the artificial acquisition of knowledge ; that they are to be prepared for 
the reception of great moral and religious truths — ^to be inspired with a love 
of virtue and a detestation of vice ; we shall forcibly perceive tiie absolute ne- 
cessity of suitable qualifications on the part of the master. As an impediment 
to baa men getting into the schools, as teachers, it is made the duty of the town 
inspectors smctly to inquire into the nioral and literair qualifications of those 
who may be candidates for the place of teacher. And it is hoped that this pre- 
caution, aided by that desire wnich generally prevails, of employing good men 
only, will render it unnecessary to resort to any otner measure. 

"The commissioners, at the same time that tliey feel impressed with the im- 
portance of employing teachers of the character above described, cannot re- 
frain from e:q>Te88ing their solicitude, as to the introduction of proper books 
into the contemplated schools. This is a subject so intimately connected with 
a good education, that it merits the serious consideration of all who are con- 
cerned In the establishment and management of schools. Much good is to be 
derived from a judicious selection of books, calculated to enlighten the under- 
standing, not only, but to improve the heart And as it is of mcalculable ccm- 
sequence to guard the young and tender mind from receiving fallacious impres- 
sions, the commissioners cannot omit mentioning this subject as a part of the 
weighty trust reposed in them. Connected with the introduction of suitable 
books, the commissioners take the liber^ of suggesting that some observations 
and advice touching the reading of the Bible in the sdiools might be salutary. 
In order to render the sacred volume productive of the greatest advantage, it 



shotdd l)e beld in a vei^ different fight from that of a common school book. ^ 
It should he regarded as a book intended for literaiy improvement, not merely, ^ 
but as inculca&g gf ^at imd indispiBnsable moral truths, also. With these im- 
pressions, the commissioners are mduced to recomm end the practice introdu- 
cedJuij;G.ih§ New York Free $choc^ of having select chapters read^tfie 
opening of the school m' the inornmg, and the like at the dose in the after- 
nooa This is deemed the best mode of preserving the religious regard which 
is due to the sacred writings. * * * . ♦ • 

"The commissioners cannot conclude this report without e:roressing once 
more their deep sense of the momentous subject committed to them. If W0 
regard it as connected with the cause of religion and moralitv merely, its as- 
^ pNBct is awfully solemn. But the other views of it already alluded to, is suffi- 
cient to excite the keenest solicitude in the legislative body. It is a subject, 
let it be repeated, intimately connected with the permanent prosperity of our 
political institutions. The American empire is founded on the vurtue and in- 
telligence of the people. But it were irrational to conceive that any form of 
government can lon^ exist without virtue in the people. .Where tne laigest 
portion of a nation is vicious, the government must cease to exist as it loses 
its functions. The laws cannot be executed where every man has a personal 
interest in screening and protecting the profligate and abandoned. When 
thesis are unrestrained by the wholesome coercion of authority, they give way 
to every species of excess and crime. One enormi^ brings on another, vaam 
the whole community, becoming corrupt, bursts forth into some mighty change 
or sinks at once into annihilation. 'Can it be,* said Washington, * that Provi; 
dence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue.' 
The experiment, at least, is recommended by every sentiment which ennobles 
human nature. 

" And the commissioners cannot but hope that that Being who rules the uni- 
verse in justice and in mercy, who reward virtue and pumshes vice, will most 
graciously deign to smile benignly on the humble efforts of a people, in 
a cause purely his own, and that he will manifest this pleasure in the lasting 
priority of our country. ** 

We cannot deem any apology necessary for the space occupied by these ex- 
tracts from this admirable report : shadowing forth as it does, the great features 
• of that system of public instruction subsequently adopted, and successfully car- 
ried into execution; and laying down in language at once eloquent and impres- 
sive, those fundamental principles upon which alone any system of popular 
education, in a republic like ours, must be based. The leading features of the 
system proposed oy the commissioners, were adopted and passed into a law by 
tne Legislature, during the session of 181 2, witn the exception of leaving it 
discretionary with the electors of the several towns, after the jQrst distribution 
of pubUc money, to receive their share and to raise an equal amount by tax, or 
to dispense alike with the burthen and the benefits of the legal provisions, 
by vote at their annual town nieetings. 

Adminiatration of Gideon Hawlbt, Superintendent of Common Schools-^ 
1813 to 1821. 

On the organization of the system, Gideon HAWLET,£sq., then of the county 
of Saratoga, was appointed by the Council of Appointment, Superintendent of 
C!ommon Sdiools. 

On the fourth day of February, 1814, the first annual report of Hr. Haw- 
ley, as Superintendant of Common Schools, was transmitted to the Legisla- 
ture ; in which he informs that body that, in pursuance of the act for the estab- 
lishment of common schools, passed on the 1 9th of June, 1 8 1 2, he had at the com- 
mencement of the preceding year given due notice of an intended distribution of 
the interest of the school fund, and that by means of such notice, that act had been 
carried into operation so &r as depended on him: that although no official returns 
had been received from which an estimate might be formed of the benefidal 
operation of the act, yet that satisfactory evidence had been obtained, that in 
many cases Its operation had beep prevented by the refusal or neglect of towjQS 
to comply V ith its provisions ; ana that in other cases where such compliance 
had been mti le, ana the act thereby carried into effect> its operation had be^ 
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much embarrassed by difficulties, arising, as was believed, from the imperfection 
of its provisions ; that notwithstsmding tjbese obstades and embarrassmeirts, its 
influence had ah*eady proved very salutary, and that with the aid of legislative 
amendment, it promised to yield all that encouragement to common schools 
which it was designed to give. *' It was not to be expected,** continues the Su- 
perintendent, ** that any system for the establishment of common schools could 
be devised, which in its first form should be wholly free from imperfections ; and 
accordingly it has been found that the existing law for the establishment of such 
a system is, in some respects, defective in its provisions, and obscure and doabt- 
f ul in its meamng.'* The report goes on to suggest such amendments as were 
deemed requisite in various particulars, not necessary to enumerate here. The 
operation, however, of that portion of the law which left it optional with the 
several towns to comply with its conditions and participate in its benefits, or not» ^ 
as the inhabitants at their annual town meeting might determine, is worthy of 
special notice. We quote from that portion 6f the report which examines this 
feature of the system. 

"Thefiftii section of the act provides that such towns in every county as 
shall have complied with the law, by directing their Su|>ervisors to levy on 
them the sum required bj the act to entitle iSiem to their proportion of the 
public money, shall receive by appointment, from the board of supervisors, the 
whole dividend of the county, according to their respective population, to the 
exclusion of such towns as shall not ^ve complied with the law. By a sub- 
sequent part of the same section, it is further provided that the sum required 
to be raised on each town, to entitle it to a share of the public money, must be 
equal to the sum apportioned to such town by the board of supervisors. By the 
operation of these several provisions in the act, the case may be that a single 
town in a count;^ shall be entitled to receive the whole dividend for such county; 
and alliiough this sum shall be more than sufficient, (as in ordinary cases it will 
be,) to support all its schools, it must nevertheless be subjected by tax to the 
payment of an additional sum equal in amount to the ^um it is entitied to re- 
ceive ; and this additional sum must, in law, be applied to the support of its 
schools, which may have had (and in ordinary cases will have had) an excess 
of support already. Although the case here supposed has not yet occurred, 
to the knowledge of the Superintendent, there is nevertheless good reason to 
believe it will occur ; satisfactory evidence having been obtained, that in some 
counties but few towns have complied with the law, or shown any disposition 
to comply therewith. The misoiief herein complained of, may be remedied 
by providmg that the board of supervisors shall not, in any case, raise by tax 
on any town, a sum exceeding the sum which such town shall be entitied to 
receive out of the coimty dividend, if all the towns in the county had com- 
plied with the law. " 

** It will be found by inspection of the act, that one of its principal features 
is the provision which gives every town an election, either to comply with the 
act and receive its benefits, and bear its burdens, or to refuse such compliance, 
and thereby forego its benefits and avoid its burdens. In the exercise of this 
choice, it has already been observed that many towns have refused to comply 
with the act and it is believed they will generally persist in such refusal, and 
that some other towns which have already comphea with the law, will endea- 
vor to retract their compliance. By allowing such an option to every town, 
the operation of the act depending on the pleasure, and not unfrecjuently the 
caprice of a few individuals, will be always partial and fluctuatmg ; it will, 
moreover, be embarrassed by all the difficulties which aie naturally connected 
with instability of system and intricacy of form. It is therefore submitted 
whether this provision in the act may not be so amended as to make it obliga- 
tory on towns to comply with the act, and also on the board of supervisors of 
the several counties to levy on their respective towns, a sum equal to the sum 
which shaU be apportioned to such towns oirt of the public money to be dis- 
tributed." 

This suggestion was adopted by the legislature, and the act amended in 
this and various other respects, in conformity to the recommendation of the 
Superintendent. 
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Ott the nth of Febroary, 1815, Mr. Hawtej traiumitted to fh» legislature 
^s second annual report as Superintendent The returns which ^d been 
made to him from the several counties were, however, so few in number, and 
in general so' extremelv defective in substance, and inartificial in form, that he 
did not deem it advisable to -oranmunicate them to the legislatute, preferring to 
defer the performance of the du^ TOquired of him in Ihis respect until more 
perfect retums, in accordance wi^ forms and instructions to be prepared by 
him, sfaoulchoiablehim to discharge it more beneficially to the pniolic. 

Chi the first day of April, 1816, the Superintendent tomsmitted his third 
annual report, from whidi it ainiearedthat retums relative to the condition of 
the schools had been made to ham from 838 towns in thirty-six of the forty-siz 
counties then in the Stato-; that the whole number of distticts from whidi 
reports had been received by the commissioners, in confonnitv to law, was 
S,681 ; that the whole number of children between the ages of five and fifteen 
in said districts was 1 '76,449 ; «nd that 140,106 had been under instruction 
during a portion of the year reported, ia iheoommon schools. The Superin- 
tendent, ifowever, observes: 

** Hie retums not being complete, and many of them being defective in some 
one or more of their necessary requisites, it is difficult to form any certain efr^ 
timate from them. Taking, however, the most correct and full retums for a 
criterion, it would appear that there are within the state about five thousand 
districts in which common schools ^Lte established ; that the number of children 
taught in them is «t least two hundred thousand ; and that the number Hi 
diildren between, the ages of five and fifteenyears, residing in those districts, 
is about two hundred and fifty thousand. Qlie dty of Albany and the city 
and county of New York, not being divided into sdiool districts under the act 
are not included in this estimate . ** These being the first statistical retums un- 
der the act of 1812, it may not be uninterestmg to contrast them with those 
for the year 1849, after a lapse of thirty-nine years. The whole number of 
school (ustricts is now eleven thousand four hundred ; the number of children 
between the ages of five and sixteen is about seven hundred and fifty-thousand 
and not less than eight hundred thousand are under instruction during the 
whole or a portion of the year in common schools. 

But to resume our quotation from Kr. Hawley's report:-— 

'* The Superintendent has also had the satisfaction to leara fix>m other sour- 
ces, that the establishment of oonmion schoolB by law has already produced 
many great and beneficial results. The number of sdiools has been increased; 
many school houses have been built ; more able teachers employed, and much 
of that interest which ought to be felt in behalf of common schools, has been 
generally excited. The beneficial operation of the act has -also been visible 
m the pecuniaiy aid which many schools hav« derived from it. A perpetual 
annuity of twenty dollars, which is the av^^e sum received by eaoi district, 
under the act» ought not to be considered a trifle unworthy of any account. It 
has been very sensibly felt, especially in those districts where, from the inabil- 
ity of the inhabitants, or from anv other cause, common schools have not been 
kept open for the whole year, and when ihe revenue of the fund shall have 
attained its full growth, uie distributive share of each district will be so much 
more considerable, that the munificence of the legulature cannot fall to be 
more gratefully acknowledged. 

** But the great benefit of the act does not lie in any pecimiary aid winch it 
may afford. The people of this state are, in general, able to educate their chil- ^ 
dren wi^out the aid of any public gratuity, and if they fail in this respect, it 
is owing more to their want of proper schools than of sufficient means. ^ The^ 
public gratuity is important^ as it tends to «xcite an interest in the affiurs of j 
common schools which might not otherwise be felt, and is also beneficial in ^ 
many other respects. But the great benefit of the act consists in securing the 
establishment of common schools, wherev^ they are necessary-; in organizing 
them on a suitable and permanent foundation, and in guarding them against the 
admission of unqualified teachers. These were the great ends proposed in 



i^ estaHifibsaeBi of eonnon Mihoola hy laxr^ auid toMkr i&e ivw easf fibefvl 
pf^icy of the legi8l»tore».the6e ends haine been so far aoeompfiilMid ta to^irar" 
rttBi full faith in tfaeis fioal complete attaamneni" 

On the 12th of Maxdi» ISl^^Mr. Hawlet tranBmitted to the Le§*isistar« fai» 
focffth aanqal report^ in which he states thai " the retmiis which have been maide 
to him dunng w last year, from moet of the eountieB-of the State, sfiford satuk 
fitftory eyidenoeof a ppogreflarre increaee in the number of oommoBBohoc^ 
and a coireapondii^ improvement' in. their- oonditioD. Itieawertained witft 
9i:tiSloient cer&int7,.that there are within the State, exdtasiT&of the city and 
oountyof New York, at least firethonfiand ooramon- schools, which hove been 
oi^g^aivbed and kept up under the act for their estabhshment ; and that tibe mmf 
ber of children annnaJiy taught in tiiem ezoeeds twv himdrid thoasand." 

In his fif^ annual report, under. date<rf March 16, J81€^ the Supermtendent 
informs the Legisiature, thatfrom.the rotums made to him during u» preceding 
yefuviiti^pearedihfii there were more than five iiiousaod eommoir Mhools, in 
wludi were annually: taught upnrards of two hundred thotisand: childiBB, the re* 
turns not being sumdenuy fml and definite to enaldlThim to qteakwitfa more 
precisioQ. ** On coomaing the returns of common seboolS) however for differ- 
ent years, it appeared that in ahnost every district a greater proportion of ih9 
diilareabeftweeii Ihe ages of five and fifteen years, hi^ been taught, and a reg'- 
uhur school supported fiora longer time in every succeeding year, than in th» 
preoeeding one. To this result, so favorable to the establkhmeet of common 
schools bv law, it may be added-ff and it has not escaped the mostinuHientob^ 
server— {hat under the operation of this system^ better teachei» hav« been em* 
ployed) a new and more respeotable dfaaiact^ giv^n to our common schools, and 
a much g^reater interest excited in their behalf " 

** It is now more than five years," continues the SufMrintendent, '* since com* 
mon schools wet>e estal^hed by law. The first act of the lepishiture was 
passed in 1812. Soon after this act wa« carried into operation, it was discot^ 
ered to be defective in many of its provisions. To supply this defect, and to 
add some provisions whidi were deemed necessary, a new act was passed in 
18H, This act was also found on trial to be imperfect, and in the foliowinff 
year it underwent sundry amemhnenta ^nce that time^ the system founded 
on the act of 1814 and the amendments of 1815, has remained unaltered ; nor 
has a practice (^ three years under it disciover»i any very great defects. It 
was not) however, to beespected^ even after the amendments of 1815, Ihat ^ 
system would be found>complete and perfect in all its detaSa ; on the contrary, 
it was U> be expected of this as of every other new and imtried system, that 
time would develope many imperfections which had not been foreseen.'* The 
Superintendent proceeds to suggest several particular of the system which^ in 
his iudgment, required amendment, and adcb, "although when a system is onoa 
estaolished it is not advisable to subject it to frequent revision and amendment, 
without urgent cause — jek as. the system of common sdaools miglrt be impro^ 
ved in these and other reepects not adverted to^ andit will be neoeasar^, at 
least, to consolidate the cyement acts on the subject^ the pvepriefy of revising 
the whole s^t^n and amending it in some of its subordinate parts, is respect* 
fully submitted." The resickie of the report is devoted to a consideration of 
the Lancasterian system of education, the introdnctaon of which into the com* 
mon schools had been strongly recommended by^ the governor^ (De Witt Clm* 
tonj)in hi^ Speech at the opening of the session. T^ peculiar excellencies of 
this system were clearly and distinctly pointed out by the Superintendent, and 
its adoption^ especially in all the larger schools in cittes and vitkges, urgently 
and ably enforced. Under the impetus thus given, Lanoaslerian schools were 
establii»ied in manj portions of the Statei, and societies incorporated, some 
of which are still m eodstence, having iw their object the introduction ioid prow 
motion of the system of Bell and Lancaster, then at its zenith of popularity^ 
Experjenoe^ however, fatted to reahze the. sanguine anticipations of those 
friends of education who saw in the genial adoption of tMs system the oom« 
mencementrof anew and brighto* era in the sdwace' o£ dementary instrao- 
tion ; and after an ephemeral and sickly existence, these institutions, from 
which su£h favorable results were expected, lao^y^nshed, and with few excep- 



HoiiB, ^MneaMd. Wlutiier the lailiHr« of iM» %iLp&mamkt iiesiiUed from 
inhereot electa in tlie mooitorial ajstem of matraetioOi irom its want of 
adftptatioB to the peculiar genius of our people, or from a^ inability on the 
part of I^OM to wn<»n its aidmimatratiou ^9» eommitted, to oairr into ef- 
toet the plan of its fonndera and the view^s of ite advocates, is stul an un- 
settled question. 

On the I'ttth of Fehruarj, 1819, the Superintendent teansmitted to the 
Legislature his sizth annual report. From the returns which had been 
made to him during the preceding year, it appeared that the whole num- 
ber of common schools in this State, organized and permanently establish- 
ed under the act of the Legislature, may be estimated at nearly six thou- 
sand ; and the number of children annually taught in them, in the yarious 
branches of elementary education, at nearly two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand. ** This great increase and prosperity of our common schools," contin- 
ues the Superintendent, **iseyidenUy the result of the wise and liberal 
policy adopted by the legislature for their encouragement and support. On 
compcurmg the returns of 8c1k)q1s made for dif^rent years since tneir first 
establishment by law, it appears that they have incFeased in a much great- 
er ratio than the in<9rea8e of population, and that their condition, which 
was before stationary, has, under the salutary operation of the law for 
tibeir establiE^fasfient, been rapidly and substantially improved. 

''The same data also afford evidence that ,coiiunon schools have risen in 
public estimation, and received a degree of care and attention to their 
concerns, corresponding with deir in^ease and prosperity. If these re- 
sults were the only evidence of a beneficial operation in the system of 
common schools provided hj law, they would be sofficient to establish the 
public confidence in the policy of that system, and to secure it a perma- 
n«it duraticai. But it is well known, aluiough it does not appear from any 
data in the returns, that the system has produced other results not less in 
magnitude or merit. It has secured our schools against the admission of 
unqualified teachers, fay requiring titem to submit to examination before a 
public board of inspeot<»'S, and to obtain from them a certificate of appro- 
bation, before they can leg^y be employed. It has imparted to comm(»i 
schools a new and more respectable charactar, by maJDngthem a subject of 
legal notice, and investing them with powers to regulate their own con- 
cerns. It has corrected many evils in the discipline and government of 
schools, not only by excluding ^unqualified teachers but by subjecting the 
schools and course of studies in them to the frequent inspecti^Hi of public 
officere. It has founded schools in places where, by confiicting interei^ts or 
want of concert in the inhabitants, none had been before established ; and 
it has, by its pecuniary aid, enabled many indigent children to receive the 
benefits of education which would not otherwise have been within their 
reach. • The system having already fiilfiUed so many of the beneficial ends 
of its institution, and it being now oolj six years since it was first Grgeai- 
ized and carried into operation, it is warrantable to infer that all the ex- 
pectations of its founders will in due time be realized. 

The Superintendent renews his recommendation for a revision and con- 
solidation of the several enactments relating to common schools. His sug- 
gestions in this respect were adopted by the legislature, toad on the 19th of 
April following, the " Act for the support of Common Schools" was re-en- 
acted, with the various amendments which had from time to time been 
made, and such as were suggested by Mr. Hawley in his r^)orts for the two 
preceding years. The publication of the revised act was accompanied by 
an able exposition of its various provisions, from the pen of Mr. Hawley, 
and with ccnnplete forms for the sevefal proceedings required under it by 
the seVeral oincers connected with its administration. 

On the 21st of February, 1820, Mr. Hawley transmitted to the legislature 
his seventh annual report. He states '*that the returns of common schools 
lor the last year are much more full and satisfactory than any before re- ^ 
ceived ;" that from these returns it appeared that in 516 towns there were 
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5,768 eoimnott Bohoolfl, atganued afioordinff to Isw^ and thafc in 6,118 of 
these sdiools^from which onl;jr particular mstrict returns had been receiy- 
ed, there had been taught during the year, in the yarious branches of ele^ 
mentary education, 27l,8'7'7 children. The number of childr^i between the 
ages of fiye and fifteen years, residing in the districts from which returns 
had been receiyed, was 302,'708, making the number of children tauglit 
equal to nine-tenl^ of the whole ntunb^ between the ages of fiye and fif- 
teen. 

On the 21st of February, 1821, Kr. Hawley transmitted to the Lc^gislar 
ture his dghth and last annual report as Superintendent ; frc«n which it 
appeared Uiat in 545 towns from which returns had been receiyed, there 
were 6,828 school districts oreanked aecordiag to law, from 6,489 of which 
particular district reports had been made, shoiwinjg that of 817,638 dbildrai 
between the ages of fiye and fifteen jears, residmg in those districts, 804,- 
549 had been imder instructiixi durmg portions of the year in the common 
schools. "Hie proportion," obseryes the Superintendent, "which, from the 
present returns, the number of children taught bears to the number between 
the ages of fiye and fifteen years is much greater than at any former period. 
In alx>ut one hidf of the towns in the state, the number taught exceeds the 
number between the ages of fiye and fifteen years ; and taking ihe whole 
state together, the number taught is more than nineteen-twentieths of the 
number oetween these ages. 

" The ayerage length of time for which schools haye been kept for the 
last year, has also iucreasedin about the same ratio as the numbtf of 
children taught. There is now, therefore, reason to belieye that the num- 
ber of children in the state who do not attend any school, and who are not 
otherwise in the way of receiying a common education, is yery smalL The 
public bounty is suificient to defi^y the expense of most schools for about 
three months in the year ; and where that is expended in different parts 
of the year, so as not tb defray the whole expense of the school for any 
particular part, it is understood that hi most mstricts poor children haye 
been permitted to attend the district school free of expense, under that po- 
vision in the school act which empowers districts to exonerate those child- 
ren fi-om the payment of teachers wages. The readiness with which such 
permission has been generally granted, whereyer it has been desexred, is 
very creditable to the pnblic spirit and liberality of the inhabitants of 
school districts, and it is considered «proper on this occasion, to bring the 
fact to the notice of the legislature. From .these circumstances, in conneo- 
tion with the frigidly disposition every where manifested in the cause of 
education, it is considered warrantable to infer, that of the rising generation 
m this state, very few individuals will arrive to maturity without the en- 
joyment and protection of a common education." 

To no individual in the state, are the friends of comm<m school educa- 
tion more deeply indebted for the impetus given to the cause of elementary 
instruction in its infancy, than to Gideon Hawlst. At a period when 
every thing depended upon organization ; upon supervision ; upon practi- 
cal acquaintance with uie most minute details ; and upon a patient, per- 
severing, laborious process of exposition, Mr. Hawley muted in himscdf all 
the reqilisites for the efficient discharge of the high fimctions devolved upon 
him by the legislature. From a state of anarchy and confusion, and com- 
plete disorgamzation, within a period of less than eight years, arose a beau- 
tiful and stately fiibric, based upon the most impregnable foundations, sus- 
tained by an enlightened public sentiment, fortified by the best and most en- 
during affections of the people, and cherished as the safeguard of the state 
— ^the true palladium of its greatness and prosperity. Within this brief 
period the number of school districts had more than doubled, and the pro- 
portion of children annually participating in the blessing of elementary in- 
struction, increased from four-fifths to twenty-four twenty-fifths of the whole 
number residing in the state of a suitable age to attend the public schools. 
When we take mto view the disadvantages under which every new and un- 
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tried system must, of necessity, labor, before it can be comzaended to gen- 
eral adoption, and ccnsider l^e immense variety of interests which were, 
to a greater or less extent, affected by the stringent provisions of the act of 
1812, and its subsequent amendments, we cannot fau of being surprised at 
the magnitude of the results which developed themselves under the admin- 
istration of Mr. Hawley. The foundations of a permanent and noble system 
of popular education were strongly and securely laid by him, and we are 
now witnessing the magnificent superstructure, which, in the progress 
of a qufrter of a century, has been gradually upbuilt on these foundations. 
"Welooxe Esleeck, of the city of Albanj, was named as his successor |n of- 
fice, but the legislature saw fit to abohsh the office as a separate depart- 
ment of the government, and to devolve its duties upon the secretary of 
state. 

Administration q/" John Van Nbss Yatbs, Secretary of State and Super- 
intendent ex officio of common Schools, 1821 to 1826. 

By the Constitution of 1821, the proceeds of all lands thereafter to be sold, 
belonging to the state, with the exception of such as might be reserved for 
public use or ceded to the United States; together with the existing school 
nmd, were declared to constitute '* a perpetual fund, the interest of which 
fihall be invioably appropriated and applied to the support of common 
schools throughout this state." 

In his speech at the opening of the legislature, at its session of 1822, the 
governor (De Witt Clinton) refers to the condition of the system of public 
intruction, in the fbllowing terms : 

" The excellent direction which has been given to the public bounty, in 
appropriations for common schools, academies and colleges, is very percepti- 
ble in the multiplication of our seminaries of education, in the increase of 
the number of students, and in the acquisition of able and skilful teachers. 
The Itancasterian or monitorial system is making its way in the communitv, 
by the force of its transcendant merits. Our common schools have fiourisn- , 
ed beyond all former example." »»***«» 
"I am happy to have it in my power to say that this state has always evin- 
ced a liberal spirit in the promotion of education ; and I am persuaded that 
no considerations short of total inability will ever prevent similar demon- 
strations. The first duty of a state is to render its citizens virtuous, by 
intellectual instruction and moral discipline, by enlightening their minds, 

?urifying their hearts, and teaching them their rights and their obligations, 
hose solid and enduring honors which arise from the cultivation of science, 
and the acquisition and diffusion of knowledge, will outlive the renown of the 
statesman and the glory of the warrior; and if any stimulus were wanting in a 
case so worthy of all our attention and patronage, we may find it in the ex^ 
ample before our eyes of the author of the Declai'ation of Independence, 
who has devoted the evening of his illustrious life to the establisnment of 
an university in his native state." 

In connection with this subject the governor also transmitted the pro^ 
ceedings of the legislatures of the several states, relative to the appropria- 
tion of a portion of the national domain to the purposes of education ; by 
which it appeared that in eleven of the new states and territories, the 
general government had appropriated one thirty-sixth part of the public land 
for common schools, and one fifth pai*t of that thirtv-eixth pai't ibr colleges 
and academies; and while it was admitted that ^his disposition was in all res- 
pects poper and laudable, it was contended that the other members of the 
confeaeracy were-entitled to a correspondent benefit out of the same com- 
mon fund. " This claim, " observes his Excellency, " appears to be sustain- 
ed by the most conclusive reasoning ; and it is believed to be impossible 
for congress to resist an application so just and beneficial. If, however, this 
measure were calculated to embarrass the financial arrangements of the 
national government, to make a serious inroad on the national domain, or 
to disparage the interests of the states which have already been benefitted, 
I should l^ entirely unwilling to press it. Whatever ratio of distribution 
may be adopted, the quantum of population, or the extent of territory of 
eaen state, the deduction from the landed estate of the empire, would be bo 



small 88 scarcely to be felt & cttlier case it -v^ufd hot exceed ten mil- 
lionB out of five Irandred millnAiB of acres owned hj iJie United States. 
It is our duty to co-operate in obtaining justice for our sister states as weU 
ta for ourselyes. If we were willing to waive tbe benefit which might be 
derired from the success of this appucation, it would fbmish no just ground 
of hostility to the claim in general ; and indeed in such case it woidd entire- 
ly correspond with the dictates of magnanimity, to advocate it with aQ our 
might and influence. This state, on the basis of appropriation ork;inally 
adopted, would be entitled to 800,000 acres for our common schodb, and 
160,000 for our colleges and academies ; which, with proper management, 
and in connection with existing funds, would answer im tne requisitions of 
education.'' 

By the annual report of the acting Superintendent of Common Schools 
(John Vak Nsss Yates, Esq^ Secretary of State) it appears that the total 
number of school districts in the state was 6,865, from 6,882 of which reports 
in accordance with law had been received ; that the total number of child- 
ren between the ages of five and sixteen years residing in the several dis- 
tricts, was 880,000 ; and the total number of chil(hren of all ages taught in 
^e comrnoh schools during the year reported, was 84^,470 ; and that the 
average number of months during which the schools were kept open in the 
sever^ districts was eight. Several amendments in the details of the sys- 
tem were suggested, most of which were adopted by the legislature ; in- 
cluding, for the first time, the provision investm^ the Superintendent with 
appellate jurisdiction over all controversies arismg under the school laws, 
and declanng his decision thereon final. In pursuance of a provision con- 
tained in this act, the act of 1819, with all the subsequent amendments, 
wajB republished by the Superintendent, acoom^nled by an exposition of 
its various provisions, imd an abstract of the decisions which had been pro- 
nounced, during the period which had elapsed since l^e adoption of the ap- 
pellate system. 

On the 8d of February, 1823, Mr. Yates transmitted to the l^slature 
his second annual report as Superintendent of Common Schoms ; from 
which it appeared that returns had been received during the preceding 
year from ail the counties in the State, fifty-two in number, comprising 649 
towns and wards ; that the whole number of school districts in the state 
exceeded 8,000 ; from 6,256 of which, only, reports in accordance with law 
had been received, in which the number of children between the ages of 
five and fifteen was about 857,000 ; that for the term of eight months dur- 
ing the year reported, 851,173 children were receiving a common school 
education in the several districts from which reports had been received — 
being 18,194 more than were educated the preceding year. The Superintend- 
ent adds : ** Even in Connecticut, which possesses a larger school fund than 
we do, and where the school system was established and in successful op- 
eration long before it was here introduced, the number of children edUciated 
in common schools is far less in proportion to its population than it is in 
this state." He complains of the "want of uniformity in the course of 
studies pursued, and the books and treatises now used in common schools. 
A great diversity of opinion has long existed and still continues to exist as 
to the proper books to be introduced into these schools ; and teachers 
and parents are not unfrequently at a loss to select among the great variety 
of treatises on education recommended by their authors, the most suitable 
and best adapted for the use of the student. Whether this evil could be 
remedied by directing some judicious and appropriate work to be prepared 
in the natm-e of a * Common School Instructor,' and to be recommended to 
the public under the immediate sanction and approbation of the legislature, 
is respebtftilly submitted." 

The annual appropriation from the funds of the state, at this period, for 
the benefit of common schools, tras fixed by the act of 1819, at 180,000. — 
These funds consisted of the loon of 17^2, then amounting to $500,000 ; of 
that of 1808, amounting to |449,00Q/, of stock in the Merchant's Bank of 



tl^ «ity of 19'ew Yoxk, the par yalue of wUch amoiinte^ to |X80t,PQO, fiiid 
^ whibh oniptual diylddA^B of odne per ceAt were regularly jnade ; ^ oae 
half the quitr-rentSi eatiinated at f 100,000 ; aad the fees of the supreme 
QQurt, Uien nrodvtoing m annual uioon^e of about $7,000. The reyenues 
arising from these several sources were estimated ft $810,000 per aouum at 
least. Bi;it iQ oonseqiieiice of a reductioji of the fees of the supreme cburjb» 
and ^ diver^QQ of those fees frpm the school fond-r-to^etlier wiih a commii- 
tatioQ for quit-rents, and a temporary suspension of dtvidends by the Mer- 
chant's Bank, Rowing out of frauds to a large amount which had been 
practised on f4iat institution-^an annual deficiency) Y^yinia; from $13,000 
to $7,000^ had occurred during the prece4mg four years, which the legisla- 
ture, considering the ^th cl the State pledged to kec^ up the amffopria- 
tipn directed by tiie act of 1819, had Supplied by special grants Irom tike 
general funds. A continuance of this ddciencv bemg probable, the gov- 
ernor' (Joseph C. Taxes) had recommended, m ia$ annual message ft tjie 
commencement of the session of 1828, "the sale of the whole or a pu^, Q^ 
the public lands appropriated to the school fund, for the purpose qf raising 
a productiye capital) yielding an interest s^^fficie^t to make good the aioniujl 
deficiiency in ihe scluxxl reyenue." 

On the 7th of January, 1824, the acting Superintendenit) Mr. Yatb9, 
trunsmitted Ms third annual repKirt to the i^;islature, from which the fol- 
lowing results were shown : 

1. That all the counties, fifty-four in number, and all the town^ and 
wards, beiiuf 084 in number, had, with tiie exceptiou pf twenty-seyei^ towns 
priesented tneir reports for the preceding year. 

.2. That there were in the state 7,882 school districts, from 6,705 of 
ifhich reports had heen receiyed in acc(»:dance with law : 

$. That 831 new s<^ool districts had been organised during the year. 

4. That upwards of 877,000 children had been instructed in t^e m^tricts 
from which reports had been receiyed, j^xan ayerage period of eight mpntihs 
during the preceding year ; and 28,500 more were estimt^ed to haye been 
under instruction during the same period in the non-reporting district^ ma- 
king a. grand tQtal of iipwiEurds of 400,500 cb^dren thus under instructiQii 
in ul the common schools of the state, ezceediiig by nearly 96,000 then^- 
ber under instruction during the preceding year : 

6. Thfit the whole number of childr^ between the ages of fiye and fif- 
teen yei>rs, residing in the seyeral districts from which reports were receiv- 
ed, was about 878,000 : 

6. Thajtthesiim of .$182,802.25 of public money had been expended 
during the year reportcfi^ in the payment of the wages of duly, qualified 
teachers ; and it was estimated by the Superintendent that in fUlmti^on to 
tins amount more than $^50,000, from the priyate fnnds of indiylduals, 
were appri^riated in )ik.e manner during the same period ; making a grand 
tabel or upwards of one mudojs pf dollars. '^ These facts,** obseryes ib^ 
Superintendent, ''require no comment, ^ey demonslxate the aigpal suc- 
cess whi<^ has attended ihe exertions n^ide from time to time by tlie leg- 
islature' to disseminate useful knowledge ainong eyery clOiSs of tjie.cpminn- 
mty ; and it must also )?e gratifying io perceiye that our sister states, am- 
^ted with a like zeal for ameUoratiii^ the copditibn qf society, are iniirQ- 
ducing and supporting among them institutions similar to oiir own.'* 
Amcing other re^o^endations imd suggestioii^Tihe Superintended recdm- 
mends the establishment of schools in cities and yil^g^ excljisLyeh^ for 
^e benefit of colored children. He also suggests the coifSolidaiion and re- 
yisipn of theseyeirfll a^ts reUtiAg to epmmpn schools, and concludes as 
follows : 

" The funds proyided and secured by the Constitution for the «pfip&tt of 
eommon schools haye becpme only in part productiye, as will be seen frm 
^e operations of the treasury department for the past year. By lar thel^- 
j^est ^portion of those funds is still inactiye, and must continue no, untU ad* 
^riuolli^eptts ^ales pan be miide of nearly » mUlipn of acres of liind,iipF9P^ 
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ted to the use of common Bcbools. It is not extravagant to predict that 
when that pdriod shall arriye, the anticipations of the patriot and philan- 
thropist witii regard to the still more eztensive operation of our school sys- 
tem, and its favorable effects npon the condition of society, will be fiill^ re- 
alized. Indeed, what has education not already effected I It has given 
man dominion, not only over the elements, but it has enlarged his capacity 
and faculties beyond the sphere in which he moves. It has shown him that 
intellectual wealth is national wealth, and that it lies at the foundation of 
all that is useful in the arts ; that its influence extends to the narrower path 
of private virtue and daily duty ; and that while it strengthens the tie be- 
tween parent and child, nusband and wife, citizen and citizen, it secures 
from the rude and withering hand of oppression, and from the iron grasp of 
despotism, those valuable institutions of government, which it is no less the 
pride than it is the duty of freemen to maintain pure and inviolate. Com- 
mon schools, supported by law and open alike to the poor and to the rich, 
(as they emphatically are in this State,) together with the higher semina- 
ries of learning, are those monuments which render the glory of a nation 
imperishable ; and while this state is engaged in the great works of canals 
and other internal im^ovements, she shows the boundless extent of her re- 
sources and the energies of her character, by supporting at die same time, 
upouf a basis equally broad and enduring, a plan of education unequalled 
in its operations and effect, by that of any other country in the civilized 
world." 

On the 12th of January, 1826, Mr. Yates transmitted to the legislature 
his fourth annual report, from which it appeared that the number of child- 
ren taught, for an average period of nine months, in the common schools du- 
ring the preceding year, wa» 402,940 ; being nearly 26,000 more than the 
number taught in 1828. The number of school districts was 7,642 from 
6,986 of which reports had been received. The aggregate amount of public 
money received and expended in the payment of teacher's wages in the re- 
porting districts, during the year, was $182,'741.61. 

In August of the preceding year, the Superintendent had issued a circu- 
lar recommending 8ch4>ol celebratioM in the several towns of the state, from 
which the foUowmg are extracts : ** The object in view is extremely im- 
portant, for it is addressed ai well to the affections of the parent as the 
feelings and interests of the citizen. The happiness of society and the free- 
dom of our country mainly dep^d upon the general diffusion of knowledge, 
and it is our duty to devise the best means for attaining and securing that 
very desirable end. In a few years, the children that now sit upon our 
knees, or play around the room, will fill our places and become the friture 
legislators, magistrates and judges of our country, while we are silently 
descending to the tomb, ^ow consoling then the reflection will be, that 
those objects of our affection are about to realize our fondest hopes and do 
honor to our memories ? Even now, when we hear recounted tne'sage de- 
liberations of the statesman, or the gallant achievements of the wamor, or 
the brilliant and still more useful attainments of the scholar, or the sacred 
and impressive eloquence of the divine, or tlie profound arguments of the 
lawyer, or the useful inventions and experiments of the philosopher, farmer 
and mechanic, do not our bosoms bum with admiration, and do not the 
eyes and hearts of each of us exclaim, * Would that he were my son ? ' 

** If then, these are the delightful emotions excited in us from the mere re- 
lation of the grand effects which knowledge and virtue produce, can we re- 
fuse yielding our best exertions to realize them in the persons of our child- 
ren f The means, under Providence, are frilly within our power, and pain- 
ful will be our reflections, if we neglect them. 

" Tlie plan suggested for the improvement of our common schools, by in- 
stituting celebrations, promises, I am convinced, far more beneficial and im- 
portant consequences than any other hitherto devised. The experiment is 
neither doubtful nor difficult ; and its benefits are certain, and tneir extent 
beyond calculalion. Indeed when, we see the flourishing* conditioa of 
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tnir eoUeges ftnd aeademi«8, and know tliat muck is attributable to tb«ir 
public anniyersariea, and eommeneem^nts, why should we hesitate to be- 
ueve that the same means when used in support of our common schools, 
will produce the same end ? And why, permit me to ask, should not our 
common schools be placed on a footing as respectable as any other semina- 
ries of learning 9 Are they not as useful ? and is not their influence more 
generally felt and acknowledged ? When we consider also the high charac- 
ter which our common schools have so deservedly maintained — ^whenwe find 
other statee and countries imitating their example and quoting their success, 
should we not feel the strongest desire to render them still more worthy of 
this distinction, and still rnofe useful to ourselves and to posterity f '* 
Administratum of A. O. Flagg^1826 to 1888. 

In his message to the legislature, at the opening of the session of 1826, the 
Governor (De Witt Clinton) thus adverts to the subject of education : 

" The first duty of government, and the surest evidence of good govern- 
ment, is the encouragement of education. A general diffusion of knowledge 
is the precursor and protector of republican institutions ; and in it we must 
confide as the conservative power that will watch over our liberties, and 
guard them against fraud, intrigue, corruption and violence. In early infian- 
ey, education may be usefully administered. In some parts of Great J3ritain, ^ 
infant schools have been successfully established comprising children fi-om 
two to six years of age, whose tempers, hearts aud nunds are ameliorated, 
and whose indigent parents are enabled by these means to devote themselves 
to labor, without interruption or uneasiness. Instituti(»is of this kind are 
only adiipted to a dense population, and must be left to the guardianship of 
private benevolence. Our common schools embrace children from five to 
fifteen years old and continue to increase and prosper, llie appropriation 
Ibr the school fund for the last year, amounted to $80,670, and an equivalent 
sum is also raised by taxation m the several counties and towns, and is ap- 
ptied in the same way. The capital fund is $1,883,000, which will be in a 
state of rapid augmentation from sales of the public lands and other sour- 
ces ; and it is well ascertained that more than 420,000 children have been 
taught in our common schools during the last year. The sum distributed by 
the state is now too small, and the general fund can well warrant an aug- 
mentation to $120,000 annually. "^ 

"Oxa. system of instruction, with all its numerous benefits, is still, how-' \ 
ever, susceptible of improvement. Ten years of the life of a child may j -^ 
now be spent in a common schooL In two years the elements of instruc- I . 
ticNi may be acquired, and the remaining eight years must either be spent J 
in repetition or in idleness, unless the teachers of common schools are com- '^ 
petent to instruct in the hi^er branches of knowledge. The outlines of 
geography, algebra, mineralogy, agricultural chemistry, mechanical philoso- 
phy, surveying, geometry, astronomy, political economy and ethics, might 
DC communicated in that period of time by able preceptors, without es- 
sential interference with the calls of domestic industry. The vocation of a 
teacher, in its influence on the character and destinies of the rising and all 
fature generations, has either not been fully understood or dulyestimated. 
It is, or ought to be, ranked among the learned professions. With a full 
admission of the merits of several who now -officiate in that capacity, still 
it must be conceded that the information of many of the instructors of our 
common schools does not extend beyond rudimental education ; that our ' i 
expanding population requires constant accessions to their numbers ; and 
that to realize these views, it is necessary that some ne^ plan for obtaining 
able teachers shoiild be devised. I therefore recommend a aeminarif for 
the edttcation of teaeher»i in the mouitorial system of instruction, and in those 
useful branches of knowledge which are proper to eugraft on elementary 
attainments. A compliance with l^s recommendation will have the most 
benign influe^ice on individual happiness and social prosperity. To break 
down the barriers which poverty has erected against the acquisition and ; 
dispensation of knowledge, is to restore the just equilibium of society, and 
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to perform a ^tr otMAgpeau^U atti pMrflmooirt M^fSttioM ; tad foider 
tliis improssion I also roeommend tibat pFovisk»i be made far tiie ^afcn^oos 
«ducati6a, ia our superior seimnalriea, of ind^ent, taieoted, imd BEMTXtorious 
jouth. 

** I coDflider tlie 9^tem of our eommoa aebools aa Uie paiHuiftnif of oar 
freedom ; for ao reaeo&ikble appreheasioii oan be'^utcrtaiAed of ito aobyer- 
non, as .long as ihe great body of tiie people are enligfaleiMd hy ednealifflB. 
To increase liie PmSsy to extend the benefits, and to remedy the ckfeets 
of this ezeeUait system, is -wxHrthy of yoiu* mo«t deliberate sttentioii. Tbe 
officer who bow so ably {H'esidos over that deportment is preTented by his 
other oMeiiil duties from vidtine our si^iools in person, iwr is he indeed 
clothed with this power. A vidtorial authority for t&e purpose of detect- 
ing abuses in the aj^lioatioa of the funds, of ezannning mto ^m modes and 
plans dT instructiob, and of suggesting unjwvvemefits^ would unquestiflnahly 
oe attended wi& the most propitious effects." 

It w£& be perceired tlmt tne goyemor here ^nde^ws Ibrth two of the 
greatest features of public instruction subsequeetiy engrafted ^ipon our 
Hystem ; the establishment of institutions for the education of teachers ; 
ai»d the appointment <^ vidtors. 

iiOn the 4tii of February subsequently, Ifr. Johk 0. Spmumsi, from the 
literature committee of the senate, to whi<^ this portion of the message of 
the goremor had been referred, made an able report, in the course of "sniMAk 
he Sstinctl^ suggests the expediency and practicability <tf a ]^hai of ooua: 
ty supervision, without however, going isto any specific details. Thus it 
will be ^eeived, that as early as 1826, several of tne orominent featur-es of 
file admiraUe system wl^h has since prevailed, were hropght to the notice 
and attention of the l^pbslature, by two of our mosib distinguiwed and emin^t 
statesmen; one of whom, (Ifr. I^pencer) fifteen years iStorwards, aided in 
carrying into practical and suecessfol operation, uie very plan in subrtaace, 
which he had suggested at this early period. In the mean time, however, 
a similar suggestion had been ^antestlv and urgency pressed iip6a the pub- 
lie consideration by another distinguiBbed fricaod -of the common sdiool sys- 
tem— 4he Hon. Jabbc D. Hamxokb ; who in 1^^ pcMidied a series of 
aumbers in the Cherrv-yalley Gazette, fi«m whence niey weretra&sferred 
to other periodicals, showing as well the praeticabiiity as the expediency of 
the adoption of the system of cooaty supervision and inspection, and urg^ 
ing the abolition of the office of town inspector. Judge Bammond's pUm 
was the appointment ]^ the governor and senate, or by the State Superin- 
tendent, of a County £ispector of Common Schools, m eadi eoumty, with 
power to license teachers and virit scho<^, and who should be required to 
report periodically to the Superintendent. 13ds was, m substance^ the plan 
afterwards recommended to the legislature by Mr. Spencer. 

the following extracts from the r<^rt of llr. Spencer in 18S6» to iddeh 
tlUusion has above been made, will be found>iitteresting : 

" The committee concur entirely in tibe sentiments expressed l^ t^ gov- 
ernor in relation to the importance of the vocation of a teacher, and to the 
propriety of occupying the time oi the young in the lusher branches of 
knowledge. Ihe progness ti improvement in the great bdsmess of educa- 
tion, must necessarily be slew and gradual. Guar common school mtem is * 
r itself but of recent origin ; and during the few years in whu^ it has been 
I in operation, inoaleulaUe good has be^ effected, particularly in causing the 
I estaolislmkent of schools wh^e none existed before, and where none would 
Lhave existed but for its prorrisions. We cannot expect to make it at 
once perfect, but must content ourselves with remedies for the most obvious 
and important defects as they are dieoov^ped. From the observation of 
the committee, and from the oest imformation they can obtain, they are 
persuaded that the greatest evils now existing in the system are the want 
*' of competent teadiers, and the indisposition df the trustees of <tistriets to 
incur tne ^cpense of ^ employing those who are cconpetent, when they can 
be obtamed. It n a lameiitaUe ftct Hut from a miatidEeii eeow)«iy» the 
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ekoMMilt t«ackera, wLtther mflle or fcxaale, md geaeriklly the^Utter, «r« 
empM^ed in manj districts for three-£uirths of the jeax, and a competeixt 
iastnictctr is pravided £oir only one^uarter, and sometioioB not at aii, da- 
ring the year. The state is thiufi made to contribute almost wholly to the 
fiiniport of teachers. Tbaa is a perv^^ion of the public bounty ; and its 
efltect on the children, who ought to be {provided with the means of insAruc- 
taoD daring the wbole yeart is most disaatraus : for those above five or ax 
y^ars old are thus exdiiided from school three-fourths of their time, which 
anost be spent in mental idlenesa» and tibos the most precious time for edu- 
cation is utterly thrown away. The present arrangement of the authority^ 
to license and employ teachers, contributes to this result Teachers are l 
■lieensed by town inspectors, themaelres generally and necessarily^ incom- j 
j^ent to detenninfi ap<»i thie qualifioaJbions of candidates, and wining to 
sanction sueh as ihe trustees feel able or disposed to employ. This is es- 
sentially wroB^ ; and the state, which contriwites ao large a portion of the 
oempensation of the teacher, has a r^ht to direct its application in such a 
way as to effect the object of procuring uaefid instruction. The remedy 
must be found in the organization of some local board, vested with the au- 
thority of licensing teachers and of revokinp the license/, and charged with 
ft .general auporintendence of the schools within the prescribed limits. The 
division of the state into counties affords a convenient distribution , of ter- 
ri:tory for these purposea And if it be made a condition of receiving the 
pubhe donation, that teachers thus authorized shall have been employed 
i^r a postioB of the year, it is believed that the sure and inevitable conse- 
quence would be the employment of instructors much more competent than 
tne average of the present teachers. In those counties where tne popula- 
tion is small and scattered, the standard of competency will necessarily be 
low ; but it will advance with the means of the districts and with the pros- 
perity and intelligence of the counties. In other counties, where candi- 
dates wore more numerous, the qualifications, would be hieher. The teach- 
ers would become emphatically a profession ; men would devote themselves 
to it as the means of uvelihood, and would pre^e themselves acoorduigly. 
Their character would advance, and with it their usefulness and the respect 
of their fellow-citizens. Such is an outline of the first jeffi>rts, which, in the 
opinion of the committeie, should be made to obtain able teachers. 

** The next ol^eet Is to provide the means of qualifying the necessary 
finmber ^t teachers. By the report of the Superintendent of Common 
•ehooki made in January, 1825, it appears there were then in this state 
7,642 school districts. That, then, is the number of teachers now required ; 
the best evidence that can be adduced to show that there must always be a 
aufficient demand for those who are qualified. It is obvious that the sug- 
|*estion of the governor, in his message respecting the establishment of an 
institation •e8|>eciaUy for the purpose of educating teachers, will not answer 
the exigencies of the ease. It is entitled to much weight, however, as a 
meant, in conjunction wHh others, to efiEect the object. But in the view 
which the committee have tajcen, our great reliance for nurseries of teach- 
>ers must be placed on our colleges wad aoademies. If they do not answer 
this pmpoae i^ey can be of very little use. That they have not hitherto 
been more ^Ktensively useful ;in that respect, is owing to ioherent defects 
in the afe^em. of etuoies pursued there. When the heads of our college^ 
iure apprised of the gccf^twant of teachers which it is so completely in their 
power to reUeve,if not supply ^t, is but reasonable to expect that they will 
adopt a syetem hy which young men whose pursuits do not require a xnow- 
le<|ge of classics, may avail UMmselves of the talent and instruction in those 
institutioBfl suited to their want% without being compelled also to receive 
that winch they do not want, and for which Siiey hswe neither time nor 
jaaoney. 

** Our academies also h&Te fiuled to sui^ly the waoyt of teadbers, to the 
extent wlmk woe vithin ^their .power ; although it is acknowledged that in 
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tHs respect they have been eminently usefhL But instead of bang incited 
to such ^orts, they are rather restrained by the regulations adopted by the 
Regents of the TJniyersity for the distribution of the literary fund placed 
at their disposal The income of that fund is divided amon^ the academies 
in proportion to the number of classical students in each, without reference 
to those who are pursuing the highest and most useful branches of an Eng- 
lish course. Witn such encouragement, how could it be expected of trus- 
tees of academies that they shomd prefer a pupil disposed to study the 1^- 
ements of Euclid, surveying, or Belles-lettres, to a boy who would commit 
the Latin grammar, wlule me latter would entitle them to a bounty which 
was refused to ^e former ? Hie committee are not disposed to censure the 
Regents ; they have merely followed the fashion <^ the times ; and it is 
beheved that they are themselves alive to the importance of extending the 
usefulness of the institutions under their care, by adapting them more to 
the wants of the country and the spirit of the age. But if they should not 
be willing to extend the benefits of the fund under their control beyond 
classical students, stiU it will be in the power of the legislature, and wiUiin 
the means of the state, to appropriate a capital sum that will yield a suffi- 
cient income to compensate for this inequality, and to place the English 
student on the same footing with the others, and thus make it the interest 
of 'the academies to instruct them. And if this bounty be distributed in 
reference to the number of persons instructed at an academy who shall 
have been licensed as teachers of common schools by the proper 
board, it is believed the object of obtaining able instructors will soon be 
accomplished. 

** The committee have not been able to discover why, upon every princi- 
ple of justice and of public policy, seminaries for the education of females 
in the higher branches of knowledge should not participate equally with 
those for the instruction of males, m the public bounty. 

"In connection with these, the committee admit that the establidlmentjof 
a separate institution for the sole purpose of preparing teachers, would be a 
most valuable auxiliary, especially if they were to be prepared to teach on 
the monitori^ plan. They hesitate to recommend its adoption now, chiefly 
because the other measures which they intend to submit, and which they 
conceive to be more immediately necessary, will involve as much expense 
as ought now to be incurred. But they fondly anticipate the time when 
the means of the state will be commensurate with the public spirit of 'its 
legislature, and when such an institution wiU be founded on a scale equal 
to our wants and our resources." 

The committee, after adverting to the embarrassments caused by the pre* , 
valent diversity of text books in the several schools of the state, recommend 
an appropriation for '*the printinff of large editions of such elementary 
works as the spelling book, an En^sh dictionary, a grammar, a system of 
arithmetic, American history and Inogfrophy, to oe used in schools, and to 
be distributed gratuitously, or sold at cost." '* There can be no doubt,*' 
says the committee, 'that a selection of such works as have been enumera- 
ted could be made by a competent board, excluding all sectarian views and 
-tenets, as would be entirely satisfactory to the citizens of this state." 

On the 14th of February, 1826, Azabiah 0. Flago, of the county of 
Clinton, was appointed secretary of state ; and the administration of the 
common school system consequently devolved upon him. The interests of 
public instruction had been ably and faithf^ly guarded by Mr. Tatxs, who 
seems to have united to eminent talents as an executive and administrative 
officer, a lively zeal for the promotion of edueation and the diffusion of 
knowledge among the great body of the people. His various reports 
exhibit an accurate practical knowledge of the working of the com- 
mon school system, in all its departments ; his decisions on the numerous 
appeals which were from time to time brought before him, were eharacter- 
ized by a sound discrimination ; and his efforts for the improvement and 
advancement of the schools were earnest and inde&tigable. 
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The first anniial report of Mr. Flagg as Superintendent of ConunoD 
Schools was transmitted to the legislature on the 13th of March, 1&26, from 
which it appeared that 425,860 children had been taught in the common 
schools durmg the year ; being 22,410 more than were taught the preceding 
year, and exceeding by 29,764 the number between the ages of five and fif- 
teen residing in the state. The whole number of organized school districts 
in the state was 1y*JlS. The Superintendent alludes to the necessity of 
''some provision which should have a tendency to increase the nxmib^ of 
iqualified instructors," and adds : 

** It might be beneficial to offer facilities for the special education of com* 
mon school teachers ; and as the districts progress m wealth, and the dona- 
tion of the state is inorease4» inducements will be furnished for a greater 
number of persons of competent talents, to engage in the business of teach- 
ing, as a profession." 

At the opening of the session of 1827, Gk)V. Clinton thus eloquently al- 
luded to the subject of popular education : 

"The great bulwark of republican government is the cultivation of edu- 
cation ; for the right of sum*age cannot be exercised in a salutary manner 
without intelligence. It is gratifying to find that education continues to 
flourish. We may safely estimate the niunber of our common schools at 
8,000 ; the numl>er of children taught during the last year, on an average 
of eight months, at 480,000 ; and the sum expended in education at 200,000 
dollars. It is, however, too palpable that our system is surrounded by im- 
j>erfections which demand the wise consideration and improving interposi- 
tion of the legislature. In the first place, there is no .provision made for 
the education of competent instructors. Of the eight thousand now em- 
ployed in this state, too many are destitute of the requisite qualifications, 
ana perhaps no considerable number are able to teach beyond rudimental 
instruction. Ten years of a child's life, from five to fifteen, may be spent 
in a common school ; and ought this immense portion of time tooe absorb- 
ed in learning what can be acquired in a short period ? Perhaps one-fourth 
of our population is annually mstructed in our common schools ; and ought 
the minds and the morals of the rising, and perhaps the destinies of all fu- 
ture generations, to be entrusted to the guardianship of incompetence ? 
The scale of instruction must be elevated ; the standard of education ought 
to be raised, and a central School on the monitorial plan ought to be estab- 
lished in each county for the education of teachers, and as exemplars for 
other momentous purposes connected with the improvement of the human 
mind. • * • * Small and suitable collections of books and maps, at- 
tached to our common schools, and periodical examinations to test the pro- 
ficiene y of the scholars and the merits of the teachers, are worthy of atten- 
tion. When it is understood that objects of this description enter iato the 
very formation of our characters, control our destinies through life» 
protect the freedom and advance the glory of our country, and when it is 
considered that seminaries for s^eneral education are either not provided in 
the old world, or but imperfeouy supplied by charity and Sunoay schools, 
and that this is the appropriate soil of liberty and education, let it be our 
pride, as it is out duty, to spare no exertion and to shrink from no expense 
in the promotion of a cause consecrated by religion and enjoined by patriot- 
ism ; nor let us be regardless of ample encouragement of the higher insti- 
tutions devoted to literature and science: Independently of their intrinsie 
merits and their diffusive and enduring benefits, in reference to their appro« 
priate objects, they have in a special manner, a most auspicious influence oa 
all subordinate institutions. 

''They give to society men of improved and enlarged minds, who^ feeling 
the importance of information in their own experience, will naturally cher^ 
ish an ardent desire to extend its blessings. Science deliehts in expansion, 
as well as in concentration ; and after having flourished within the precincts 
of academies and universities, will spread itself over the land, enhghtening^ 
society and ameliomting the oondition of man. T)m mote elevated the tr^ 
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ef kaoiFlecbe, and the more ei^pojuH^ its brt^iehefi, ^9 gceaier will be its 
tnmk %ikL lua« deeper its root/' 

On the Slst Qt f'ebnuury* Va. Spjenois, from the Iiierajl;ure committee of 
the senate, to viiicfa had beeii refeued that portion of the mesEuage of the 
goYemor relating to common schools and the providing of competeik teachers, 
Drought in a bill, entitled,*^ " An act to pravide permsnent funds for the aonual 
appropriation to common achools, to increase the literature fimd, and to pro- 
mote the education of teachers," which, with some dight amendments, became 
a law on the 18th of April following. This \M transferred to the common 
sdbool fund the balance due on the loon of 1786, t(^^er with |100,QQ0 of 
bank stodk ow^ed hj the state : and to the literature f un^ from the canal 
fund, the sum of f 150,000 ; the income of whidi, tgcether with that pf the 
$95,000 fonnerly belangjng tp the fun4, was requirea to be annually c^stdb- 
iited by tlie Regents of the XJniTersity " among the ineorporated academies 
and seminaries of this state, other than.celleges, which are subject to the vis- 
itation of the said Regents, Ac^ in proportion to the nun^ber ef pupils instruot- 
ed in each academy or aeminaiy fpr six months during the preceding year, 
who shall have pursued .classical studies, or the ik/her hrtmehes of ^ng/t^ 
ed^ea^um^ or both.** From the report accompanyu^ the biU the foUowipg 
extracts are taken, with the yiew of showing tne design of the legislature m 
thus increasing the literature fund. 

** Another ofcgect of still greater importance is the furnishing of competei^t 
teachers fw the instruction of conuaon schools. In vain will you have estab- 
lished a system of instruction, in vain wUl you appropriate money to educate 
the children of the poor, if vou do not provide persons eompeteAt to execute 
your system, and to teach toe pi^ils collected m the schocHs. The messa^ 
of the governor and the report of the Superintendent concur in pressing th;s 
subject upon our attention with the most anxious solicitude ; and every citizen 
who has paid attention to it, and become acquainted practically with the 
situation of our sdiools, knows that the incompetency or the great m^ss of 
teachers is a radjicai defect, which impedes the whole system, frustrates the 
benevolent designs of the legislature, and defeats the hopes and wishes of aU 
who feel an interest in disseminating the blessini^ of education. There ace 
8,1 14 or^fsnised school districts in this state ; and if there be added the schools 
in the Sy of yew-Yorli:, in Albany, Troy and Hudson, not included in the 
jwtums, and the private schools whidi are established in almost every county, 
we shidl be justified in estimating the number of teachers reouirea to carry 
im the business of instruction, at not far from ten thousand. This result pla- 
.ees in a strong view the va^t importance of the subject. From what sources 
can this supply o£ teachers be obtained ! And how can the great body of 
this mtiltituids be rendered competent to their stations -f In a free govern- 
pent resting upop the inteUigenos oi its citizens, these queatjons are of vital 
. importance. 

>" ^ The gOYsmor has recommended the establishment of central, sdiools upon 
ribe mooitprial phm for the instruction of teachers. From the best considera.- 
tion which the committee have be^ able to bestow upon the subject, and 
£rom all the infoimatiop which tiiey ci^i collect, a doubt is entertained whether 
the. monitorial plan h ad^ted tosmallschools in the conntrV, or to the hi^er 
-branches of education. The means of instruction in the ordinary mpde murt 
.be js*ovide€|. ^e coUc^pes and academies ought to f unush competent instruct- 
ion, and hkieedto them we are indebted, but ehiefly to the acaaemies, for ihe 
qualified instructors now employed. While iK^idemies are Instituted, and by 
|»roper encouragement may supply our wants, tiie committee would doubt the 
pohcy of estalmshing cental scnools in their viciniiiy, which would necessarily 
divert from them moeh of their present fx^^piaifC* After referring to the 
kjiqation of the 9eveii^ academies in dificHrent p^rts pf the state, with the view 
of showing that in jhis reqipct they wene capable of poeeting the wants of 
the eommuiiity, and that but few portions pf t^e stilts were .'not adequatel/ 
supplied with these institutiops, provided &ay were suitably; epoouraged, tiie 
i;eport proceeds to recommend « different atap^ardof ^j^f^oititwipept than the 
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(me in o|)enlioti, ahd an increase of %t fxoA, specMcaHy fbr ^e purpose of 
X encouraging ilie preparation of a class of students, who migbt serve as teacn^ 
ers of tne cominon schools. ** The income derived from the £terature fund, 
they propose in the bill herewith reported, shall be distributed among the 
academies in proportion to the number of students pursuing the clfassical 
' studies and the higher branches of an En^Bsh education ; and their object is 
to promote the education of young men ih those studies which will prepare 
them for the business of instruction, which it is hoped may be accomplished 
to some extent, by offering inducements to the trustees of academies to educate 
pupils of that description?' ** These are the considerations wMch have guided 
the committee in preparing the bill now presented. They have only further 
to say, that if any confidence can be reposed in the official communications of 
those officers of uie government whose duty it is to give ihe legislature infor« 
maiftion on this subject, if the concurring testimony of all who have spolcen or 
written concerning it can be 'relied upon, there is a radical, deep, and extensive 
defect in our cdnunon school system, which deprives it of much of its value ; 
and that defect consists in the want of dompetent instructors. Prom six to 
ten years of the most viduable portion of human life— of that very period 
when instruction is most easily Imparted and most firmly retained, is absolute- 
ly wasted and thrown away. Every one in the least acquainted wi A the sub- 
ject knows that a boy, under proper instruction, can, and ought to know as 
much at seven or eight years old, as he acquires under the present system ^t 
fourteen or sixteen. Having undertaken a system of pubhc instruction, it is 
the solemn dutjr of the l^islature to make that system as perfect as possible. 
We have no right to trifle with the funds of om* constituents by applying 
them in a mode which fails to attain the Intended object. Competent teachers 
of common schools must be provided : the academies of the state furnish the 
means of making that provision. There are funds which may be safely and 
properly applied to that object ; and if there were none, a more lust, patriotie, 
and in its true Bense, popular, reason for taxation cannot be urged. Let us aid 
the efforts of mefritorious citizens, who have devoted large portions of then: means 
to the rearing of academies ; let us reward them by givbg success to their 
efforts ; let us sustain seminaries that are falling into decay ; let us revive the 
drooping and animate the prosperous by the cheering rays of public benefi- 
cence ; and thus let us provide nurseries for the education of our children, and 
for the instruction of teachers who will expand, and widen, and deepen the 
great stream of education, until it shall reach our remotest borders, and pre^ 
pare our posterity for the maintenance of the glory and prosperity of tneir 
country." 

From the annufd report of the Superintendent for this year, it appeared 
that there were 8,114 organized school districts in the state— 341 new dis' 
tricts haying been formed during the preceding year ; that returns had been 
received ifrom 7,544 of these districts, in which 431,601 children had been 
taught during the year reported, being an increase over the number so 
taught the preceding year, of 13,864; the whole number of children resi- 
ding in the state, between the ages of five and fifteen, was 411,256. 

^ Spring in reference to the practieal operation of the existing system of 
visitation and inspection of the common schools, the Superintendent holda 
the following lai^uage : " The system of inspection might be improved, by 
the appointment of competent persons to visit the schools of a county, Or 
larger district ; to investigate the mode of instruction, the qualifications of 
teachers, the application of the public money, and to inquire into all the 
operations of the school system. Such inspectors^ w^uld aid the schools by 
their advice, and add to the stock of intelligence on the subject of educa- 
tion, by collecting information in relation to the condition of t^e schools, and 
the manner in which they, are conducted ; and these inspections would be 
the means of more effectually ascertaining what the common schools now 
effect,' and what they may be made to accomplish." The results of the sub- 
sequent adoption of this plan, in substance, has effectually vindicated the 
prescience ^ the Superintendent, in this re«peet. The report goes on to re- 
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commeiid, first, ** the estabUshmeiit of schools ib the several counties for the 
education of teachers ; " and second, *' the gradual introduction of the sys- 
tem of mutual instruction." The improvement of the system of female eau- 
cation is also adverted to, as well as the propriety of mmishing the schools 
with a judicious selection of text book& " The course of instruction in the 
common schools ought to be adapted to the business of life, and to the actu- 
al duties which may devolve upon the person instructed. In a government 
where every citizen has a voice in deciding the most important questions, it 
is not only necessary that every person diould be able to read and write, 
but that he should be well instructed in the rights, privileges and duties of 
a citizen. Instruction shoiild be co-extensive with universal suffirage.*' 

llie sum of 1100,000 was this jrear apportioned by the Superintendent 
among the several school districts, in pursuance of the provisions of an act 
passed the preceding year, authorizing the annual distribution of this amount 
from the common school fund. The several laws relating to common schools 
were also revised by the legislature and republished, with the necessary ex- 
position^ and instructions from the department. 

Gov. Clinton, in his message at the opening of the session of 1828, again 
adverts to the subject of common school education, in the following terms : 

** That part of the revised laws relative to common schools is operative 
on this day, and presents the system in an intelligible shape, but without 
those improvements which are requisite to raise the standard of instruction, 
to enlarge its objects, and to -elevate the talents and qualifications of the 
teachers. It is understood that Massachusetts has provided for these im- 
portant cases ; but whether the experiment has, as yet, been attended with 
promising results, is not distinctly known. It may, however, be taken for 
granted, that the education of the body of the people can never attain the 
requisite perfection without competent instructors, well acquainted with 
the outlines of literature and the elements of science. And-aft^ the scide 
of education is elevated in common schools, more exalted improvements 
ought to be engrafted into academical studies, and proceed in a correspond* 
ent and progressive ascent to our collies. 

" In the meantime I consider it my duty to recommend a law authorizing 
.the supervisors of each county to raise a sum, not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, provided the same sum is subscribed by individuals, for the erec- 
tion of a suitable edifice for a monitorial high school in the county town. I 
can conceive of no reasonable objection to the adoption of a measure so well 
calculated to raise the character of our schoolmasters, and to double the 
powers of our artizans, by giving them a scientific education.'* 

From the annual report of the Superintendent, it appeared that tke num- 
ber of school districts had increased to 8,298, from 7,806 of which returns 
had been received, lowing that the whole number of children, between the 
ages of five and fifteen, in the districts, was 419,216 ; and that the whole 
number taught in the common schools during the year reported, was 441^- 
856 ', being an increase of 10,225 since the preceding year, and of 801,750 
since 1816. The ag^egate amount of public money received and expended 
by the several districts, in the payment of the wajges of duly qualified teach- 
ers, was $222,995.77 ; of which 1 100,000 was paid from the state treasury, 
$110,542.32 raised by tax upon the several towns and counties, and $12,458.- 
46 derived from local funds. 

The productive capital of the school fund was increased during the year 
reported, $256,121.50, by the transfer of $33,616.19, the balancedue on the 
loan of 1786 to this fund ; and of $100,000 of bank stock owned by the 
state; by the avails or thfe premiums received on the sale of the stock of 
the Hudson and Delaware canal company, amounting to $31,156.50 ; and by 
the sale of lands owned by the state at Oswego, by which $91,349 were res- 
ized for the benefit of the fund. 

The Superintendent recommends the affording additional &cilities for 
common school instructioii to children engaged in manu&cturing establish- 
ments ; and suggests the appropriation by the commissioners of commoa 
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Bcbodb, of a portion of puUic iiKHiey to each such establishmeHt, according 
to the number of children to be benefitted by instruction. 

In 1829 the number of common schools had increased to 8,609, from 8,104 
of which returns were received by the Superintendent. The number of 
children be tween five and sixteen years, residing in the several districts 
from which reports had been received, was 440,113 ; and the number of 
children taught during the year reported, was 468,205 ; being an excess 
of 26,849 over the preceding year. 

In 1880 thenumoer of districts was 8,8*72; reporting, 8,292; in which 
were 468,25^ children between the ages of five and sixteen ; and 480,041 
children taught ; being an increase of 11,886 during the year reported. The 
Superintendent, in his annual report, adverts to the " serious deficiency in 
the supply of competent teachers," as " the great obstacle which it is ne- 
cessary to remove before we can reasonably expect to accomplish the great 
result, and confer the enduring benefits which were anticipated by those 
who founded and those who have fostered our system of common 8ch(j|ol in- 
struction." " Those who have turned their attention to the subject oi giv- 
ing a hiffher character to the conmion schools, in this, as well as in other 
states," ne continues, " have recommended t,he establishment of seminaries 
for the exclusive education of teachers. This would serve to multiply the 
number of. those who would be qualified to teach ; but after being thus 
qualified at the public expense, what guaranty would there be that such 
persons Would follow the business of teaching, unless they could be as libe- 
rally compensated in a district school as in the other pursuits of life ? If 
the inhabitants of the districts were resolved to have none other than teach- 
ers of the highest grade, and would pav the highest premium for talent, our 
academies and high schools would be thronged by persons fitting themselves 
for the business of teaching ; and all these mstitutions would practically be- 
come schools for the education of teachers. If the districts could be induced 
to give an adequate compensation, and constant employment to first rate 
instructors, then it would oe eminently useful to establish seminai-ies for the 
special purpose of training persons as professional instructors." " To secure 
permanent teachers, it is indispensable that the inhabitants of the districts 
should afford such reasonable compensation and constant employment as will 
induce persons of good talents to devote themselves to the business of teach-, 
ing as a profession." " If the intelligent farmers in the districts would ap- 
ply a small share of their attention and practical common sense to this suo- 
ject, a revolution in the character of the schools would soon be effected." 

The Superintendent also adverts to the multiplicity of text books in use 
in the several schools, but expresses the opinion that the designation of any. 
particidar work or series of works, to the exclusion of all others, would be! 
attended with injurious consequences, not only to the schools themselves^i 
but to the cause of education generallv. He remarks that "great improve- 
ments are constantly going on in the character of school boc^s ; the great- 
est experience and much of the best talent of the country is enlisted in 
this business ; and the fruits of their labors are constantly giving them 
new claims to the approbation of the public. The adoption of a particular 
book would amount to a' prohibition upon all improvements, and would 
subject the inhabitants to a loss of the prohibited books then on hand. The 
interests of the common schools may be seriously injured, and cannot be 
essentially benefitted by the adoption by law of any book or set of 
books." 

The following is the earliest specific suggestion, looking to the establish- . 
ment of district libraries, which I have been able to fin£ It is contained^r 
in ifr. Flagg*s report for this year, (1830.) ^ #- 

" A society has been estabhshed in England, for the purpose of imparting 
useful information to all classes of commumty,* particularly to such as are 
unable to avail themselves of experienced teachers. To effect this object, 
treatises on the various sciences, and books of practical utility have been 
published at such moderate prices as to bring them within the reach of all 
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classes. A small sum applied to . ti^ p^blksdoii boA distnbnticiii attiops 
the several sehool districts, of similar vark», would lutve the most fi»r<Kra- 
ble faiflaence." 

It will hare been perceived, however, that Gov. Clt&ton, in hn message 
At the opening of the session of 18S7, ealled the att^tion of the legisls- 
ture to the expediency of providing ''small and suitable collections of 
books and maps,*^ to be attached to the oomm(m schools* 

Gov. Throop, in his message to the lep^islature at the opening of the ses- 
sion of 1831, thus alludes to this great mterest of tiiie state : 

" There is no one of our public mstitutions of more inipartanoe, or whieh 
has better fulfilled public expectation, thim that provl^ng for instruetien 
in common schools. The large fund appropriated to that olject has prodn- 
ced a complete organization throughout the state ; and although the system 
has had to encounter all the obstacles to a new enterprize of such magni- 
tude in its operations and objects, yet it has been well seconded by pubil« 
zeal and liberality. Its imperfections may receive some correction from 
legislation, yet more is to be hoped from individual exertions to carry the 
design of the legislature into eneet within the several districts.'* 

From the annual reportof the Superintendent for this year it appears 
that the whole number of districts was 9^062, t&m 8,630 of which reports 
had been made in accordance with law ; that the number of children be^ 
tween the ages of five and sixteen residing in the several districts from 
which such reports had been received, was 497,503 ; andthentoaber of 
chil^en taught therein during the year reported, 499,484, bemg an increase 
of 19,333 over the number so taught the preceding year. The ag^egat« 
amount of public money received and expended in the several districts for 
tiie payment of the wages of duly qualified teachers, was |239,7 18.00 ; of 
which 1100,000 was paid by tne State from the common school fund; 
find the residue derived from a tax on the several towns, and from local 
funds. In addition to the public money, there was paid by the inhabitants 
of the several districts, on rate bills for teachers* wages, $346,807, making 
a total of $586,520 paid for teachers* wages alone. « The average annual in* 
crease of the number of scholars instrux^ted in the common schools, during 
thepreceding eleven years was 20,000. 

The productive capital of the common school fund amounted at this 
time to $1,696,743.66 ; and the revenue actually received into the trea- 
sury on account of this fund, diuring the year 1830, exceeded the sum re- 
quired for apportionment among the several districts by $678.60, it be- 
ing the first year in which the revenue had produced the i^um requisite for 
•this purpose. 

The Superintendent, in this report, examines and discusses at oonsidera- 
ble length the various plans lor tne education of teachers, and recommends 
the conversion of the several academies, equal in number at that period to 
the counties in the state, into seminaries for training teachers. On this 
subject he remarks : " 'The state has done much for these schools, and some- 
thing in aid of the cause of the common schools may reasonably be expect- 
ed from them ; and if the required information to fit a person for teaching 
can be obtained in the present instittitions, sound policy and good economy 
are in favor of relying upon them fw the training of teacliers.** He adverts 
in this connection to the proposition presented to the legislature at its pre- 
ceding session, by a committee of the citizens of Rochester, for the estab- 
lishment of a state seminary for the educibtion of teachers, and a town cen- 
tral school in each town in the state, as a document exhibiting **n\jich re- 
search and attention to the subject of common school instruction.** In this 
memorial (legislative documents, 1^80, voliune iv. no. 887,) the committee, 
(Messrs. Penney, Comstock, Brown, Ward and Korton,) after recapitulating 
the prominent defects in the existing condition of common school education 
submits a plan, designed 
"1. To furnish a competent supply of well qualified teaehers. 
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*% To diffofle the benefits of good teachinff, at an early period, tturoofl^, 
aQ Hie districts in tbe state, and to aecompush the intention of the law as 
to an efficient inspection. 

'*8. To secure snch a degree of respect and compensf^tion to teachers, a^ 
to induce men of good talents and qualifications to make teaching a jHrofes- 
aion for life, andi 

**4» So to organize and govern the whole system of common school edu- 
cation as sufficiently to protect thie great interest from every kind ojt 
abnse, and to cherish it for the various useful ends it may he made to 
serve I 

''It is proposed to effect the first of these objects by the establishment of 
say three state seminaries, for the education of teaiehers ; the second, by 
jNTOmoting the erection of one central school of the most approved descrip- 
tion in each town, having the duties and services of its teacher so connecL- 
ed with all the other districts of the town, as to secure the object of good 
teaching to all, and gradually to qualify good teachers for the whole." The 
particular details of the plan were also presented under the five following 
general headis: 

"1. Of the proper qualifications of a teacher. 

"2. Of a state seminary for educating teachers — ^its government — ^its 
eoiurse of instruction — admission of • students — their diplomas and privi- 
leges. 

**^. Of the town central schools — ^their government, Ac. 

**4^ Of an annual meeting of the faculties, and report on school boooks, 
(be. 

''6. Of the government and general superintendence of the whole." 

The great length of this document precludes its insertion here. It is, 
however, well worthy of a deliberate and attentive examination, in the 
present advanced stage of educational science ; and its sound suggestions 
and practical views commend it to the fcivorable regards of all desirous of 
elevating and expanding to their utmost practicable limits the capabiUtiefl 
of our unrivalled system of pubUc instruction. The condition of the com- 
mon school fund at the period when these views were presented, interposed 
an insuperable obstacle to the adoption of the plan proposed. This objec- 
tion has now to a great extent disappeared ; and it is believed that a sound 
and enlightened public sentiment will sustain the public authorities in 
carrying into execution, with such modifications and improvements as ex- 
perience has subsequently brought to light, the recommendations and sug- 
gestions of the memorialists, at least so far as a state seminary for the prep^ 
aration of teachers is concerned. The Superintendent, in his report for the 
present year, also examines and discusses the question, how far the expens- 
es of supporting and maintaining the common schools, and supplying them 
with competent teachers, may advantageously be provided from the public 
limds of the state, and to what extent they may safely and successfully be 
committed immediately to the inhabitants of the several districts. Cte 
compares the operation of our system in this respect with those of Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia, Connecticut and other states, in the two former of which 
tne public funds were exclusively appropriated to the benefit of the chil- 
dren of indigent inhabitants of the several districts, and in Connecticut, 
were lavished with an indiscriminate profusion, furnishing ample means for 
the gratuitous instruction of all classes. 

** Our system " he observes, '' is well calculated to awaken the attention 
of all the inhabitants to the concerns of .the district school. The power 
given to district meetings to levy a tax, to a limited extent, upon the pro- 
perty of the district, excites a direct interest with all the taxable inhabitants 
to attend the district meetings, whether they have children requiring school 
aoeommodations or not ilie wealthy are thus prompted to act as trustees, 
and to watch over the concerns of the district, in order to see that its af^ 
fidrs are conducted with care and economy ; and much of the intdligenoa 
of the district is put in requisition by the pdcnliarity of onr plan, whieh 
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miglit be wholly lost to the districts if the whole expense of the tuition wis 
proyided hj a state fond." "It has been urged, *' ne remarks, in another 
place, " that the amount distributed from our fund is too small, and that an 
merease of the fund would, of itself, raise the standard of the commMi 
•ehool ; but an increase of the school moneys would be much more likely to 
decrease the contributions of individuals, than to elevate the standard of 
the common schools." At this period ihe amount of puUic money appor- 
tioned by the state for the payment of teachers' wages in the several dia- 
tricts, was |105,000 ; while the amount jaised on rate bills was $346,80^. 
The annual report of the Superintendent for 1844 shows that while the 
amount of pubhc money received from the state treasury applicable to the 
same purpose, was $220,000,^he amount paid on the rate bills was $509,- 
S'76.9'7 only ; bein^ $254,000 less than a proportionate amount under the in- 
creased fund contributed by the state. 

On the subject of a proposed uniformity of text books in the several 
schools, the Superintendent remarks, " no man or set of m^n could make 
out a list of class books for the instruction of half a milliQi^>of scholara, 
which would give general satisfaction ; and there is great reason to believe 
that the experiment to produce uniformity would do more harm than it 
promises to do good. In view of all the dimculties which surround the sub- 
ject, the Supermtendent believes that it is best to leave the selection of 
class books to the intelligence of the inhabitants of the districts and towns." 
In support of these views he refers to a very able report of the literature 
committee in the assembly, made the preceding year, and which will be 
found in the fourth volume of the legislative documents of that year, (No. 
481,) of 1830. 

In conclusion, the Superintendent observes : 

*' The immense importance of elevating the standard of education m the 
common schools is strongly enforced by the fact, that to every ten persona 
receiving instruction in the higher schools, there ai*e at least five hundred 
dependent upon the common schools for their education. In m'ging the 
importance of eommon schools, it is not designed to depreciate the great 
utility of those Of a higher grade. In the discussions on the subject of 
popular education, it has in some cases been urged that academies and high 
schools were injurious to the common schools, by withdrawing from the aid 
of the latter, the patronage and care of those who are able to senSt to the 
former schools. There is nothing in our experience which should induce us 
to look with disfavor upon the higher schools, and the patriot and philan- 
thropist, in estimating tue means which are to contribute to the perpetuity 
of our happy form of government, will regard all our schools and seminaries 
as parts of the same useful and valuable system, from the university to the 
infant school" 

In 1832, the number of school districts had increased to 9,333, from 8,835 
of which reports were received. The whole number of children between 
five and sixteen years of age residing in the several reporting districts, was 
504,685 ; and the number taught dm-ing the preceding year, was 497,257 ; 
being an increase of 7,463 since the last report. 

•* The school system of New -York," remarks the Superintendent, " haa 
been formed by combining the advantages of the different plans of support- 
ing common schools which prevail in the New-England states. Connecticut 
l|as a large fund which produces nearly or quite the amount paid for teach- 
ers' wages, and they have no local tax. Massachusetts and Maine have no 
public fund, and the wages of teachers are provided by a town. tax. Our 
system happily combines the principles of a state fund and a town tax ; 
enough is apportioned from the state treasury to invite and encourage the 
co-operation of the districts and towns ; and not so much as to induce the in- 
habitants to believe that they have nothing more to do than to hire a teach- 
er to absorb the public money. The tax authorized upon the property of 
the town and district has a most salutary effect in awakening the attention 
of ' the inhabitants to the oonoema of the common schools. The power of 
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dyUtriot meetings to raise money by tax, indiuses the inhabitants to attend 
the meetings, and to overlook the interest and proceeding of the district ; 
irhen, if t£e whole expense was provided by a state fund, they would al- 
low the trustees to receive and expend the money, as if it was a matter 
which did not interest the p^eat oody of the inhabitants of the district. ' 
Whatever differences of opinion may exist as to the best mode of providing 
for the expense of giving instruction to all the children of the state, the 
success which has attended our system warrants the conclusion that a pub- 
lie fimd may be made eminently useful in organizing a system of universal 
instruction. The apportionment of a few dollars is often the immediate 
inducement for neignborhoods to establish schools where none existed be- 
fore, and for prompting new settlements to erect school houses, at an ear- 
lier period than they otherwise would have done, in 6rder to participate 
in a fund, however small, which they know ia enjoyed by other districta 
in their towns." 

In relation to the ** vexed question " of text books, the Superintendent 
renews the expression of his opimon *1;hat the adoption of a particular set of 
class books could be of no advantage except to the favored authors, to whom 
the monopoly of supplying the scholars should be given. Towards all other 
authors, who have devoted their time and talents to the preparation of 
books, as well as publishers who have embarked their fortunea^in particular 
works, it would operate proscriptively and with manifest injustice." 

AdministrcUion o/" John A. Dix — 1833 to 1839. 

In his message at the (]^)ening of the session of 1833, Gov. Mabct thus ad- 
verts to the subject of common schools : 

" Of all institutions, there is none that presents such strong claims to the 
patronage of the government as our system of common schools ; and it is 
gratifying to know that these claims have been recognized, and to a very 
considerable extent, satisfied. The wisdom and providence of our legisla- 
tion appears perhaps no where so conspicuously, as in the measures which 
have been adopted, and the 'means which have been provided for the gene- 
ral diffusion oi primary educati<ni among the children of all classes of our 
citizens." After adverting to the information contained in the annual re- 
port of the Superintendent, relative to the condition and prospects of the 
eommon schools, the governor proceeds : " An active and adventurous spir- 
it of improv^ement characterizes the present age. Its best direction would 
seem to oe towards multiplying the facilities, and consequently abridging 
the time and labor of acquiring knowledge. I indulge the hope that mu(£ 
may yet be done in this respect for primary education. One of the most 
obvious improvements in relation to common schools, would be a plan for 
supplying them with competent teachers. Under present circumstances, 
the remedy of the evils resulting from the employment of persons not prop- 
*erly quaUned, can only be applied by the trustees and inspectors ; and I 
am not apprised that any furtner direction for regulating their duties in this 
reMpect, could be usefully presented to the legishiture." 

From the annual report of the Superintendent it appeared that in 1838, 
the number of school districts had increased to 9,600 ; from 8,941 of which 
reports were received, in which there were 508,878 children between five 
juid sixteen years of age, and 494,959 children taught diu'ing the year re- 
ported ; being a decrease of 2,146 since the preceding year. The Superin- 
tendent renews the expression of his conviction that the academies are ade- 
quate to the supply of competent teachers for the common schools. He al- 
Bo again calls tne attention of the le^slature to the expediency of making 
some suitable provision for the education of the children of persons engagea 
in. the various manufacturing establishments of the state. 

" The policy of all our laws," he observes, " is to secure a good common 
school education to every child in the 6tate ; and the condition of the child- 
ren who are employed in the manufactories, as to their means of instruction, 
OQ^ht to be carefully inquired into and provided for. The diffusion of edu- 
cation among all classes of our population is deemed of such vital importance 
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to ijhfi praeervatacok of our free institatioi^, that if the obligationa wlaeh 
reet upon every eood citizen in tiiis partdcular are disregarded, the penKmfl 
having the custody of such children ou^ht to be visited with such oisabiH- 
ties as will induce t^em, from interest if not from principle, to cause the 
children to be instructed, at least in reading, writing and arithme- 
tic. InteUigence has been redded as the vital principle of a free govern- 
ment, and every parent, guardian or master, who neglects or refuses to give 
the children under his cluirge the advantages of a common school educanon, 
particularly in cases where the instruction is offered " without money and 
without price," is as much an offender against the state, as the man<who re- 
fuses to perform any other duty which is deemed essentiaJ to the preservlk- 
tion of our liberties." 

On the 15th day of January, 1888, John A. Dix was appointed secretary 
of state and Superintendent of Common Schools, Mr. Flagg having been pro^ 
moted to the office of comptroller. During the administration of the latter, 
a p^od of seven years, the number of school districts in the state had in- 
creased from *J/l1Z to 9,600 ; the number of children instructed in them, 
from 426,586 to 494,969, and the proportion of the number of children taught 
to the whole number residing in the several districts, from 100 to 98, to 250 
to 249. The amount of public money annually appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the wages of approved teachers, had increased from $182,'790.09 to 
$806,682.'7 8. the external organization and internal details of the system had 
received the fostering care and enlightened attention of the most practical 
and discriminating minds of the state ; and the unequalled rapidity with 
which districts sprung up in every section of the state, and children of idl 
ages and classes were gathered into the common schools, sufficiently indicate 
the general appreciation of the advantages and merits of the system, on the 
part of the people generally. To untiring industry and great efficiency, Bfr. 
Flagg united an eminentlv practical mind, which enabled him, in the midst 
of numerous and plausible projects for the elevation and improvement of 
the system of popular education, to select and recommend those only which 
promised the realization of the hopes and aspirations of the sound and ju- 
dicious friends of the common schools ; and accordingly, while steadfastly 
setting his face against the adoption of an uniform series of text books, and 
of a state seminary for the instruction of teachers, as impracticable in 
the existing state of things, he strongly urged the adoption of a more effi- 
cient and vigorous system of inspection and supervision, 'and several years 
in advance of any direct movement on the subject, recommended the publi- 
cation and distribution of suitable books for the diffusion of useful knowl- 
edge, among the several school districts of the state. 

During his administratipn of the common school department, the founda- 
tions were laid of those equitable principles upon which the various contro- 
versies growing out of the several school laws, were adjusted by the decis- 
ions of the Superintendent. Up to this period, no records of the adjudica- 
tions of this officer had been kept ; and the various questions almost daily 
presented for settlement had been determined upon their specific merits, 
without apparently any attempt to reduce the sydtem to unity and harmo- 
ny, or to establish and maintain general principles of interpretation and de- 
cision. The 'decisions of Mr. Flagg, and his successor. Gen. Dix, were in 
1887, collected by the latter and published, for the benefit of the several of- 
ficers connected with the administration of the system throughout the state ; 
and they have not only served as a basis for the determination of the na- 
merons and complicated questions which have since arisen, but have exer- 
cised a highly beneficial influence upon the councils and proceedings of the 
officers and inhabitants of the several districts, by repressing litigation, by 
defining the powers, privileges and responsibilities of those called to the 
performance of any duty in relation to the common schools, and by the in- 
troduction and settlement of fixed principles of interpretation, applicable to 
almost every emergency likely to arise in the practical operation of the 
aystem. 
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From the ttmoal report of Gea. Diz, aa Sapermtendent of Couuboq 
Sohoolfl, made on the 8tn of Jminaay, 18S4, it appeared thai there were 9,6f 
aehool distriets in the state, from 9,10*7 of whicn reports had been made in 
aeeordanee with law. The number of children between the ages of ftre and 
ttzteen, residing in the several distriots from which reports were receiyiid. 
Was 622»dl8 ; and the whole nmnber of children taught in the several dis- 
trict schools, was 512,475 ; being an increase of 1*7,516 over the number 
thus instructed during Uie preceding year. In reference to the amount of 
the public funds provided for the support of common schools, the Superin- 
tendent expresses his opinion that the sum ($100,000) distributed among 
the several districts, was as great as was necessary to accomplish every ob- 
ject of such a distribution. " Experience in other states,*' he observes, 
** has proved what has been abundantly confirmed by our own, that too large 
a sum of public money distributed among the conunon schools has no salu- 
tar^r effect. Beyond a certain point, the voluntary contributions of the in- 
Imbitants decline in amount wiui almost uniform regularity as the contribu- 
tions from a public fund increase.*' " Should the general nmd at any future 
day be recrmted so as to admit of an augmentation of the capital or revenue 
of the common school fund, or both, the policy of increasing uie smn annual- 
ly distributed to the common schools, beyond an amount which shall, when 
twen in connection with the number of children annually taught in them, 
exceed the present rate of apportionment, would be in tne highest degree 
questionable." 

With respect to the preparation of teachers for the common schools, (iie 
Superintendent concurs generally in the views of his predeceesor, that the 
aeveral acadenues in the state, aided by liberal appropriations for this pur- 
pose from the literature fund, are abundantly adequate to the accomplish- 
ment of the object in view; that the establishment of one or more teaohei's' 
aeminaries, devoted exclusively to this subject, would be impracticable 
without requiring the districts not only to employ such teachers When pre-* 
jpared, but to provide them with an adequate compensation — ^peither of 
winch measures would for a moment be tolerated ; and that the demand on 
the part- of the districts for teachers of a higher degree of qualification will 
be met by a corresponding supply from the academies, whenever sufficient 
inducements are held out to tne latter to devote a large portion of their at- 
tention to the preparation of such teachers. An enlightened appreciation, 
on the part of imuiDitants of district^ genendly, of the fonotions and respon- 
sibilities of teachers — a determination to secure the highest order of talent, 
and to provide an adequate compensation — and a disposition to elevate tbe 
character and advance the social rank of the teacher, by assigning him that 
station in the regards of tiie community which is due to ^he dignitjp' and 
ntiUty of his profession ; these are regarded as indispensable pre-requisites 
to the success of any system which contemplates tne specific preparation 
of teachers. 

On the subject of the adoption of a imiform series of text books for the 
use of schools, the Superintendent also adopts the views of his predecess- 
ors, discountenancing such a measure as impracticable and unjust 

In reference to the establishment of Distbiot LxBRAaixs, the Superintend- 
ent observes : 

** II the inhabitants of school districts were authorized to lay a tax upon 
their property for the purpose of purchasing libraries for the use of the dllh 
trict, such a power might with proper restrictions become a most efficient 
instrument in Hiffiiaing useful knowledge, and in elevating the intellectual 
character of the people. A vast amount of useful information might in this 
toianner be collected, where it would be easily accessible, and its influence 
could hardly fail to be in the highest degree salutary, by furnishing the 
means of improvement to those who have finished their common school ed- 
ucation, as well as to those who have not. The demand for books would eti- 
flure extensive editions of works containing matter judiciously selected, at 
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prio6B whioh eompetitioii would soon reduce to the lowest rate at whidb 
thejr could be faxnidtied. Bj makiDg the impositio& of the tax wholly die- 
ereuouary with the iohabitants of each distnct, and leaving the selection of 
the worlcs under their entire control, the danger of rendering such a provi- 
sion subservient to the propagatioil of particular doctrines or opinions 
would be effectiiallj guarded against by their watchfulness and intelli- 
gence." 

By an act of the legislature passed this year, the surplus income of the lit- 
erature fund, beyond the sum of $12,000, was {)laced at the disposal of the 
Regents of the University, to be by them distributed to such of the acade- 
mies subject to their visitation as Uiey might select, and to be devoted ez- 
' clusively to the education of common school teachers. The funds thus i^ 
propriated were estimated at about $8,000 per annum. 

At the opening of the session of 1836, Gov. Marcy, in his message, com- 
mended to the special attention of the legislature, the adoption of '*a pro- 
vision for supplying competent teachers, improvements in the method of 
instruction, and the faithful and economical application of the funds to such 
objects and in such a manner as will insure the best results." He observes : 
'* Jn regard to the common schools, considering their great importance in a 
political and moral point of view, the efforts of the legislature should not 
be intermitted until the system shall be so improved as to secure to the 
children of all classes and conditions of our population, such an education 
as will qualify them to fiUfil in a proper manner, the duties appertaining to 
whatever may be their respective pursuits and conditions of life." 

The number of school districts at this period had increased to 9,866 ; the 
whole number of children between the ages of five and sixteen to 684,000, 
and the number taught in the several districts from which reports had been 
received to 621,240, or 18,266 more than were fo instructed during the pre- 
ceding year. 

The following extract from the annual report of the Superintendent, 
transmitted to we legislature on the 7th of January of this year, will ex- 
hibit the views of that officer in reference to the adequacy of ijie acade- 
mies to frimish the common schools with a competent supply of duly quali- 
fied teachers, and also in reference to the reuitions which the various in- 
stitutions for the promotion of public instruction should sustain to each 
other: 

" If the foundations of our whole system of public instruction were to be 
laid anew, it would, perhaps, be advisable to create separate seminaries for 
the preparation of teachers, although from the nature of our institutions, it 
mli^t be deemed arbitrary, if indeed it were practicable, to compel the 
school districts to employ them. It would be equally difficult, without a 
great augmentation of the school fund, to present to the districts a sufficient 
pecuniary inducement to engage the individuals thus prepared ; and it maj 
DC safely assumed that nothing short of a thorough conviction in the pubhc 
mind, that common school teachers are in general incompetent to the proper 
fulfilment of their trusts, and that the standard of education is extremely 
imperfect, would accomplish the object. If that conviction can now be 
created, the existing evils may be readily redressed. Our common school 
aystem is so perfectly organized, and administered throughout with so much 
order and regularity, and so many academies under able management are 
already establishecC that it would seem the part of wisdom to avail our- 
selves of these institutions, to the extent of their capacity, for the purpose 
of training teachers for the common schools. Their endowments, tneir or- 
ganisation, the experience and skill of their instructors, and their whole in- 
tellectual power, mav be made subservient to the public purpose in view, 
. and with tne aid which the state can lend, much may be e&cted. Bui, 
whatever differences of opinion may prevail with regard to the foundation 
of this plan, in sound pohcy, the question has been settled by the legisla- 
ture, ana it remains only to carry it into execution with proper energy. 
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8iM>iild it proY e inadeqiiate to the ends projMMBed, a change of plan may iktm 
be insiBtea on, without bdng open to the objection of abandoning a eystem 
which has not been fairly teet^ 

** It may not be improper to remark in this place that the necessary con- 
nexion wnich exists oetween our common scnools and the literary mstitn* 
tions of the state, including those of the highest grade, has been too fre^ 
qnently overlooked. The academies have ^eady been, in effect, without 
receivmg from the state any direct pecuniary aid for the purpose, nurseries 
for oomjnon school teachei's. The great body of those who have either tem- 
porarily or permanently devoted themselves to teaching, 4iave been prepar- 
ed at tne academies with a view to that occupation, or to some professicmal 
emplovment. The instructors in the academies have in their turn been ed- 
ucated in the colleges ; and but for the latter or some other system of 
cl assical and scientific education, as a substitute for the course of training 
pursued in the colleges, the academies would obviously be destitute of the 
necessary supply of tutors. Thus all our incorporated literary institutions 
minister to tne miprovement of the common school system, on which the 
great body of the people are dependent for their education." 

The Superintendent, after adverting to the defective state of the systems of 
instruction in common schools, proceeds at considerable length to combat the 
idea that ** the education whi<m an individual receives, should be designed 
exclusively to fit him for the particular employment which he is destined to 
pursue." ** The attention of the neat body of the people" he justly remarks, 
** ahould be directed to objects beyond me sphere of the employments on 
which ihej depend for their support" ** Ehowledge carries wi^ it influence 
over the minds of others, and this influence is power. In free governments — 
what is of more vital concern — ^it is political power." And he mustrates these 
views by a reference to the range and importance of the duties devolving, 
upon every American dtizea 

On the 8th of January, 1885, Gen. Dix, as chairman of a committee of the. 
Begents of the University, appointed to prepare and report a plan for the 
better education of teachers of common schools, submitted an elaborate and 
able report recommending the establishment and organization of a teachers^ 
(department, to be connected with one academy to be designated by the 
It^l^ts, in each of the eight senatorial districts of the state ; indicating the 
course of study to be pursued in such departments ; and siu;geBtipg for the 
consideration of the Regents the academies to be selected for this purpose, 
which should each receive annually the sum of |400 from the fund applicable 
to this object The report was agreed to by the Regents, and Erasmus Hall 
Academy in Kings county, Montgomery Academy, Orange county. Kinder- 
hook, St Lawrence, Fairfield, O^ord, Oanandaigua, and Middlebuiy Acade- 
mies were designated for the establishment of these institutions, on the basis 
and subject to the restrictions and regulations indicated in the report. 
. On the 18th of April of this year, the foundations of the District School 
library were laid by an act authorizing the taxable inhabitants of the several 
school districts to impose a tax not exceeding twenty dollars for the first year, 
and ten dollars for eadi succeeding year, " for uie purchase of a district 
library, consisting of such books as they shall in their district meeting direct" 

This bill was ably advocated in the Senate by Col. Toung of Saratoga, and 
the Hon. Lxvi BxAaDeLxr of Otsego ; and its friends were indebted for its 
raeoess, in great part, to the untiring exertions and extensive influence of 
JuoBB Wadsworth of Oeueseo ; an eminent philanthropist, who lost no oppor- 
tunity to aid, by his ample wealth and enli^tened intellect, every means by 
which the mental and moral advancement of the youth of the state might 
be promoted. 

On the 6th of May, Mr. Wxtmobx, of New York, chairman of the litera- 
ture committee of the house, made a very able report, concluding with a recom- 
mendation for the establishment of a separate ** Department of Public Instrue- 
tkn," muler the superintendence of an officer to be known as " Secretary of 



WbUc ItttrMum," to bd itopdihted by tbe l^^itMmt iaikMsXfy, Hx &6 Mttte 
ittsMner wilh other Mate amS&n ; who shoidd poflsess the powers imd diaclu^ 
the duties of Superintendent of Common Si^ools, and be ex-ofiScio Chanoelrar 
Of %ffSJsg<eiifa of the tTniveraitf , dec. Hie sevenl colleges and iMSidemies of 
tiie 8<^te wiere to be subjeet to Tdob visltalibn ; and he was required pftrfi<iulkrlj^ 
lb iMt aod iospedi those aeademies in whieh departments ror the edocaUon 
of tMi^ers were established. No dd^te sietion was however had on this 
JiilopbBition, hj the legislature. 

*rhe following is an extract from Otor. Marcy's message at the opefinig of 
the session of 1886 : 

^ fii a goVernmeait like otors, which ^nanates from the people, where Hie 
entire administration, in all its various brandies, is conducted for thehr benefit 
kiod flttl^ect to their constant superrision lind control ; and who^ the safety 
tedd. perpetuity of all its political instituticms depend upon their virtue atA 
Mteingence, no other subject can be equal in miportance to that of pnblic 
fbstraction, and none should so eahiestly engage the attention of the legislft- 
ture. Ignorance, with all the moral evils of which it is the prolific source) 
brings with it also numerous political evils, dangerous to the welfare of the 
^te. It should be the amdous care of &e legislature to eradicate ihese evils 
bjr removing the causes of them. Tins can be done effectualW^, duly by dS&tt^ 
6mg instruction generally among the people. Although mu(£ remains neHB to 
bedone in this respect, the past efforts of legislation upon the subject merit 
high commendation. Much has been aheady accomplished for the cHuse of 
ik>pular education. A large fund has been dedicated to this object, and otir 
Coimnon school system is established on right principles. But this is one of 
those subjects for Which all cannot be done that is required, without a power- 
ful co-operatioii on the part of the people in their individual capadty. llie 
providii:^ of funds for education is an mdispensable means for attaihing the 
end ; but it is not education. The wisest system that can be devised dinnot 
be executed without human agency. The difficolty in tiie case Itrises, I fear, 
from the fact that the benefits of general education can only be fully appre- 
dated by those who are educated themselves, lliose parients who are so 
tihfortunate as not to be properly educated, and those whose condition requires 
Qiem to employ their tpie and their efforts to ^ain the means of stiblsistence^ 
do not, in many instances, suffidenti;^ value the importance of education. Tet 
it is for their diildren, in common with all others, that the common sdiool sys- 
tem is designed ; and until its blessmgs are made to readi them, it will not be 
what it ou^t to be. If parents generally were sensible of the mestimable 
advantages they were procuiing for their children by educating them, J. am 
sure the efforts and contributions whidi are required to ^ve fuU effidency to 
our present system would not be withheld. U 1 have rightiy apprehended 
the mdications of public opinion on this subject, a more auspidous season is 
approaching. At this time, a mudi larger number of individuals tiiaa hereto^ 
f oi^ are exerting their eneigies and contributing their means, to impi^ess the 
|mblic mind wi£ the importance of jDakmg our system of popular instruction 
effective in diffusing its oenefits to idl tiie children of the state. I antidpate 
miich good from the prevalence of the sentiment that the efforts of individ- 
nids must cooperate with the public authorities to ensure success to any sys- 
tem of general education.^ 

From the annual report of the Superintendent, it appeared that the nmnber 
of districts had increalsed to 10,182 ; the number of dbildren between the ages 
of five and sixteen, to 548,000 ; and the number taught in the several distticts 
from whidi reports had been received, to 641,400, being an increase of over 
10,000 from the preceding vear. The Superintendent repeats the es9>ree8ioii 
of his conviction, ** that a school fimd so large as to admit of a distriration of 
money to the common edtbols in any degree appoadiing the amount expended 
fpr their support, would be likely to be injurious rather than beoflfidaL 
A sdiool fund,** he observes, '* ctai only be usenil when its revenue is siiflSdeittk 
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wod no more than sojQScient, to operate as an indocement to the inhabitantB of 
school districts to contribute liberally to their STipport" "Itis, from ih6 
nature of the subject, impossible to fix the exact limit, below which a reduc- 
tion of the sum distributed (including the amount raised by taxation in thd 
several towns) would cease to operate as an inducement to tne inhabitants to 
a0same the residue of the expenses of maintainltw^ the schools, or beyond 
which its increase would render their burdens so licht as to create inattention 
to the concerns of the districts. It may, however, oe safely assumed, that, at 
any point between forty and fifty cents per scholar, it is not probable Ihat 
eltner of these evils would be felt ; and that its augmentation aoove the max- 
imum, on the one hand, or its reduction on the other, below the minimum 
above named, ought to be avoided, if practicable.'' The effect of the sub- 
sequent increase of the sum so distributed during the past few years, 
has certainly, it may here be remarked, by no means impeacheji the 
soundness and accuracy of this proposition ; the extent to wbicn the schools 
nave improved bein^ dearlv attributable to other and more potent influences 
than the augmentation of the public funds applicable to their support. 

At the opening of the session of 1887, Gov. Marcy again brought the sub- 
ject of common school education before the legislature, in connection with 
the act of congress of the preceding year, authorizing the deposit of the 
share belonging to this state, of the surplus revenue of the ITmted States, 
with the state tor safe keeping, until required by the general government. 
He recommended the appropriation from the income of this fund, of an 
amount equal to the sum annually distributed to the common schools, to 
be applied to the same purpose, viz. the payment of the wages of duly 
oualined teachers ; making the annual distribution for this purpose, 1220,^ 
ObO-~a liberal appropriation to the academies, " having in view principally 
the design of rendering them more efficient as seminaries for educating 
common school teachers — and the addition of the residue of such income 
to the capital of the common school fund. He also recommended the trans- 
fer of the general superintendence and sui)ervisiQn of the several academies 
of the state, from tne Eegents of the University to the secretary of state 
in his capacity of Superintendent of Common Schools, disapproving of the 
proi)osea erection of a separate department of public instruction, and sug- 
gesting'the appointment of an additional deputy to aid the secretary in the 
performance of this portion of his official duties. He commends the efforts 
in progress for the promotion of popular instruction by the diffusion of edu- 
cation through all ranks of the people, and the devotion of talents and 
wealth to this great cause ; and expresses his conviction, that aided by the 
powerful co-operation of the legislature, its advancement may confidently 
be anticipated. 

The sum of $110,000 was this year apportioned among the several school 
^istricto, the number of which had augmented to 10,207. The number of 
children between five and sixteen residing in the several districts fi'om 
which reporte had been received, was 588,398 ; and the number instructed 
within the year, 682,167 ; being a diminution of 9,284 from the number 
Instructed the preceding year. This dimiaution is accounted for by the 
Buperintendent, " by the prevalence of an absorbing attention, in a consid- 
erable portion of the communi'ty, to their pecuniary interests rather than 
to the mterests of education." " Strong excitements in the community,** 
he observes, *^ especially when continued for a length of time, are in their 
nature unfriendly to the cause of education *, and of such excitements none 
is perhaps •so much so as that which is characteristic of periods when for- 
tunes are amassed without effort and by the mere chances of speculation^*' 
^ In the year 1834," he continues, " the common schools were in better con- 
dition, in all respects, than they had been at any previous time ; and, as is 
well known, that year was mstinguished by a serious depression in the 
busing affairs of the country. The interests of education seem never to 
be beUer secured than in seasons when individuals are compelled to hus- 
band their resources, and when the highest as well as the most certain re- 
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vards are those which are the frnita of patient indufltiy. No period seems 
less propitious to the promotion of those interests, than that season of de- 
lusive prosperity in miich multitudes are tempted by a few instances of 
wealth sudaenly ac<^uired, to lay aside their accustomed avocations, and 
embark in the precarious pursuits of fortune." 

In his message at the opening of the session of 1888, Gk)v. Marcy repeats 
his recommendations of uie previous year, in reference to the proper dis- 
|K>sition of the revenue of the United States deposit fond, with the addi- 
tional suggestion that a portion of this fund be devoted to the purchase of 
District Libkasies, in such of the several school districts of the state as 
diould raise by taxation an equfd amount for that object. In reference to 
the departments for the education of teachers connected with the respec- 
tive . academies designated by the Regents of the University, he expresses 
the opinion, tiiat however ably conducted, they must of necessity be in- 
adequate to the supply of the requisite number of teachers for the common 
schools, and suggests the establishment of county normal schools, " on prin- 
cipals analogous to those on which our system of common shools is found- 
ed." An increase of the number of academies provided with teachers* de- 
partments, is also suggested, the additional expense to be defrayed from 
the revenue of the deposit fund. 

The number of school districts had now increased to 10,845 : the number 
of children between five and sixteen residing in the several districts from 
which reports were received, to 686,882 and the number taught was 524,- 
188 ; showing a still frirther diminution of nearly 8,000 from we preceding 
year. 

During this session the sum of $160,000 was added from the annual re- 
venue of the United States deposit fund, to the amount to be apportioned 
among the several school districts of the state ; of which |55,000 was 
is required to be expended by the trustees in the purchase of suitable 
books for a district library, and the residue for the payment of the wages 
pf duly qualified teachers. An equal amount was also required to be raised 
by taxation on the several counties and towns, and applied to the same 
purpose. The residue of the income, after making certain appropriations 
to the colleges and academies, was added to the capital of the ^ommon 
school fund. 

On the Yth of March, the Hon. Daniel D. Baanari), from the literature 
committee of the house, submitted a masterly and eloquent report upon 
the general subject of public instruction^ to which we r^et that our limits 
compel us only to advert. Many important and valuable suggestions for 
the extension and greater efficiency of our systems of popular education 
will be found embraced in this document, "^o specific action, however, in 
accordance with the recommendations of the report was had. 

At the opening of the session of 1839, Gov. Seward called the attention 
of the legislature, in an especial manner, to the interests of elementary 
public instruction ; expressmg his conviction of the paramount necessity 
of elevating the standard of education ; recommending legislative co-opera- 
tion in the furtherance of the effort to engraft the system of normal schools 
upon our institutions for education, through the agency of the academies ; 
strongly commending the district library system ; and ur^g the indis- 
pensable necessity of a more thorough and efficient visitation and super- 
vision of our common schools. 

By the annual report of the superintendent, it appeared that the number 
of organized school districts in the state was, at this period, 10,688 ; the 
number of children between the ages of five and sixteen years, residing in 
the several districts from which reports had been received, 689,'749 ; and 
the number of children xmder instruction, 628,913 ; exceeding by 4,'725 the 
number instructed the preceding year. 

In reference to the act of Apri( 1888, appropriating the income of the U. 
S. Deposit Fund to the purposes of education, the Superintendent ob- 
serves : 
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** The aotfl of April last, after malcmg certain appropriationB for the sup- 
port of colleges, academies and common schools, from the income of the 
United States Deposit Fund, provides that the residue of that income shall 
be added annually to the capital of the common school fimd. The income 
of the former fund will amount to nearly $260,000 per annum, and the ap- 
propriations referred to amount to $208,000, viz. : to the common schoob^ 
to be applied to the payment of teachers, $110,000, and $65,000 to the pur- 
chase of school district libraries; to the literature fund $28,000, and to 
colleges $15,000 ; leaving a balance of about $50,000 to be applied to the 
increase of the last mentioned fond. Should this appropriation continue 
undisturbed, the capital of the common school fund will, by the year 1860, 
amount to about $S,000,000, without any further provision for its increase ; 
aa the sales of lands belonging to it may be expected to yield two or three 
bmidred thousand dollars." 

On the subject of moral and religious instruction in the several schools, 
the Superintendent has the following sensible and judicious remarks : 

** However desirable it may be to lay the foundation of common school 
education in religious instruction, the multiplicity of sects in this state 
'would render the accomplishment of such an object a work of great diffi- 
culty. In the state of Massachusetts it is provided by law that no school 
booira shall be used in any of the schools * calculated to faxpr any religious 
sect.' In this state no such le^ provision ha£^beeninade ; but {he natural 
desire of every class of Christians to exclude from the schools instruction 
in the tenets of other classes has led to the disuse, by common consent, of 
religious hooka of almost every description, excepting the Bible and New 
Testament, which are used in more than one hundred towns as reading 
books. The spirit of jealousy by which the schools are surrounded, regarf 
ed as they are as most efficient instruments in the formation oflN)pinion8, 
will probably render this state of things perpetual ; and it is of the greater 
importance, therefore, that moral instruction and training should constitute 
a principal branch of tiie system of education. No teacher can receive a 
certificate of qualification n-om the inspectors, unless they are satisfied as 
. to his moral character. In this respect the inspectors cannot be too rigid 
. in their scrutiny. A teacher whose moral sentiments are loose, or whose 
habits of life are irregular, is an unfit instructor for the young, whatever 
may be his intellectual acquirements, or his skill in communicating knowl- 
edge. The lessons of moral truth which are taught at the domestic fireside 
and the examples of moral rectitude and purity which are there displayed, 
will be in danger of losing all their benefit, if the school room does not re- 
inforce them by its sanctions. If neither the atmosphere of the family cir- 
cle, nor of the school, is free from impurity, to what other source can the 
young resort for those princij^les of morality which shall render their intel- 
lectual improvement subservient to useful purposes, and wiUiout which it 
might become an instrument to be wielded for the annoyance of their fel- 
lows and for their own destruction 9 Though moral principles may have 
their origin in the heart, it is not to be expected that their proper develop* 
ment can be effected amid the perpetual counteraction of hostile influences. 
Moral cultivation should, therefore, be one of the first objects of common 
school instruction. The great doctrines of ethics, so far as they concern 
the practical rules of human conduct, receive the intuitive assent of all ; 
and with them may be combined instruction in those principles of natural 
religion, which are drawn from the observation of tne works of nature, 
which address themselves with the same certainty to the conviction, and 
, which carry to the minds of all observers irresistible evidence of the wis- 
dom, the beneficence and the power of Uieir divine author. Beyond this, it 
is questionable whether instruction in matters of religious obli^tion can 
be carried, excepting so far as the school districts may make the %ible and 
New Testament class books ; and there can be no ground to apprehend that 
the schools will be used for the purpose of favoring any particular sect or 
tenet, if these sacred writings, wnich are their own safest interpreters, are 
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Tead vitbout any other camment than siDoh as may foe neeepaary to fsplain 
and enforce, by ^miliar illustration, the lesaans of duty ^rhioh thegr 
teacL 

" In (^nezion with this subject, it is highly gratifying to consider that 
the religious institutions of the country, reaching, as they do, the most ae- 
questered neighborhoods, and the sabbath schools, which are ahnost aa wide- 
' hf diffused, afford ample means of instruction in the principles andpriM^tioe 
of the Christian faith. In countries where ecglesiastical amurs are the auV* 
ject of political regulation, there is no difficulty in malring religioua InstnM* 
tion tibie foundation of education, by arrangements independent of the ac- 
tion of those whom it immediately concerns. But the policy of our law is 
to leave the subject, where it may be most properly left, with the officers 
and inhabitants of the school districts.'* 

In passing from the administration of Gen. Dix to that of his suocesaory 
it is scarcely necessary to observe that the exertions of the former, during 
th6 six years in which the interests of the common schools were committed 
to his charge, to elevate and expand title system of popular education, were 
unsurpassed by any of his predecessors. The impress of his dear, discrim- 
inating and cultivated mind, was stamped upon every feature of that sys- 
tem, and the order, arrangement and harmony which pervaded all its parts, 
were due not lefts to the ceaseless vigilance of its supervision than to the 
symmetry and1>eauty of the system itself. In 1837 Gen. Dix, under the 
authority of the legislature, collected together and published a volume o| 
the decisions of his predecessor and himself, embracing an exposition of 
nearly every provision of the school act, and establishing, upon a permanent 
basis, the j^rinciples of future interpretation and decision, in reference to 
those provisions. The system of district school libraries was also organized 

Sid put Jnto successful operation under his immediate auspices ; and to Ids 
ear and convincing exposition of the principles upon which tins great in- 
stitution was based, the ends it was designed to subserve, and the objects it 
was capable of accomplishing, a large share of the success which nas at- 
tended its establishment thus far, is unquestionably due. 

AdminutroHcn of Josk 0. Srxirc bb — County BiiperirUendmU—'lSS9 U 1848. 

On the 4th of February, 1889, the Hoa John 0. Spenoxh was appointed seore- 
tuy of state and Superintendent of Common Sdiools. Deeply impressed 
intn the necesmir of a more thorough and efficient superrision and inspeotioQ 
of the several schools, his first measure was to procure the passage of a Isk 
authorizing the appointment of a Oounty Board of Yisitors, whose duty H 
irikould be gratuitously to visit the common sdiools of their county, and to re- 
port to him the results of such examination, together with sudi suggestions 
ror the improvement of these institutions as they might deem expedient These 
visitors were sdected from among the most intdligent citizens of the several 
counties, without distinction of party ; and under specific instructions from the 
department, most of tiie common schools of the state were visited by them, 
&nd a mass of valuable information respecting their condition and prdspects, 
accompanied by suggestions for ^eir improvement, obtained and communica- 
ted to the legislature. With great unanimity the plan of a county supervisioa 
ihrongh ^e medium of an officer to be appointed either by the Superiotend- 
ient or by some local board, was urged upon the department and the legislft- 
itae ; and under the strong recommendation of the Superintendent, backMi by 
the exertions of several of the most eminent friends of popular education, 
among whom may be enumerated the Hon. Jabxz D. Hammond, who as early 
as 1886 had given to the public the details of a plan essentially similar ; the 
Bev. Dr. WnrrEHOtrsx, of Rochester; F&anois Dwioht, Esq., editor of the 
district School Journal, then of Geneva ; Professor PoTTxa, of Union CoQeffe^ 
and Jamks Wadsworth, Esq., of G^eseo, this i)roject became^ in 1841, by 
Ihe nearly unanimous action of the legi^ature, incorporated with our system 
of common schools. 

In his message at the opening of the session of 1840, Gov. Seward thus ad* 
terts to the subject of elementary education : 
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''AMKRigh our ff^^stem of public edncation is well endowed^ <^d bas been 
emkieiitty euoeeflsful, tbere is yet occasion for the benevolent and enligbtened 
actiaii of the legislature. 'Sie advantages of ediication oufifat to be secured to 
mai^^ en)edally in our large cities, whom orphanage, the depravity of parents 
of some form of acdd^tormisfortane seems to have doomed to hopeless pov- 
erir^ and ignorance. liieir inteUects are as susceptible of expansion, of im- 
provement of refinement^ of elevation and of direction, as those minds which, 
throng the favor of Providence, are permitted to develop themselves under 
the influence of better fortunes ; they inherit the common lot to struggle 
againBt temptations, necessities and vices ; they are to assume the same domes- 
tie, sodal and political relations, and they are bom to the same ultimate des- 
tiny. 

^The children of foreigners, found in great numbers in our populous cities 
and towns, and in the vicinity of our public works, are too often deprived of 
the advantages of our system of public education, in consequences of preju- 
dices arising from difference of language or religion. It ought never to be 
forgotten, that the public welfare is as deeply concerned in their education as 
in that of our own children. I do not hesitate, therefore, to recommend the 
establishment of schools in which tbey may be instructed by teachers speaking 
the same language with themselves, and professing the same faith. There 
would be no inequali^ in such a measure, since it happens from the force of 
drctonstauces, if not n'om choice, that the responsibilities of education are, in 
most instances, confided by us to native citizens, and occasions seldom offer for 
a trial of our magnanimity, by committing that trust to persons differing from 
ourselves in language or religion. Since we have opened our country and all 
its fulness to the oppressed of vevery nation, we shall evince wisdom equal 
to such generosity by qualifying their children for the high responsibilities of 
dtia^ship.*' 

From me annual report of the Superintendent it appeared that the whole 
number of organized school districts in the state was 1-0,706 ; the number of 
children between the ages of five and sixteen, residing in the several districts 
from which reports had been received, 564,790, and the number of children 
taught during the year reported, 567,229 — showing an increase of 28,816 over 
the preceding year. 

On the 13th of April, 1840, the Superintendent transmitted to the legislar 
ture the reports of tne several Visitors of Oommon Schools appointed by him 
under the act of the preceding session, accompauied by a condensed abstract 
of their views and suggestions, together With a full exposition of his own, in 
reference to the various proposed improvements and modifications of the sys- 
tem. In relation to the inspection of the schools the Superintendent ob- 
serves f 

** It has already been shown to the legislature, from the official returns, that 
at least one half of all the schools in tiie state are not visited at all by the 
inspectors. Tlie reports of the Visitors show that the examinations of the in- 
spectors are slight and superficial, and that no benefit is derived from them. 
Many of the Boards unhesitatingly recommend the abolition of the office." 
** The Superintendent is constrained to express his concurrence in the opinica 
expressed by several of the boards of visitors, that the office of town inspector 
of schools is unnecessary, and rather an incumbrance on the administration of 
the system." He recommends the appointment of Deputy Superintendents 
of oommon schools for each county and expatiates upon the signal advantage 
to be secured to the interests of the common schools by the adoption of a 
system of visitation at once so comprehensive and efficient. He dissents from 
the views of the visitors in reference to the expediency of establishing normal 
schools in each county for the instruction of teachers ; being of the opinicai 
that, the existing system of academical departments for this purpose was pre- 
ferable ; and he accordingly concurs in the recommendation of his predecessor 
to incrt-ase the number of those departments. He strongly urges the esti.b- \ 
lishment, under the patronage of the state, of a journal to be exclusively de- I 
voted to the promoticxi of education ; the attainment, if practicable, through * 
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ibe ofganization of some ffeneral society of an uniformify of text books 'for 
the use of schools ; some adequate proTision for the yaociiiatioii of children ttt* 
tendbag tiie oommoa schools ; the mtrodnctioa of vocal music as a branch of 
elementary instruction; the extension of the official tenn of office of the tniS' 
tees of the several districts, and of commissioners of common schools, acd the 
election of one annually : the volimtary organization of county boards of edu- 
cation, and of town, county and state associations for the improvement of 
oommon sdKwl education ; the establishment in cities and populous places of 
sdbools of different grades under the charge of a local Supenntendent ; and the 
denial of costs to plaintifis in suit commenced against school officers in casea 
where the court snail certify that the act complained of was perfcHined in 
good faith and in the discharge of official duty. 

On the subject of the proper preparati(Hi of teachers for the oommon schools, 
the Superintendent holds th& following langpiage : 

^'The conunon school system of the state is comparatively of recent origin. 
The first law authorizing the establishment of common sshools was pamed 
about 26 years ago. In the management of the pecuniary and economical 
affiurs of the districts there is nothmg to be desired. Greater regularity in 
the administration of this part of thei system cannot well be fancied. But its 
defects become apparent toe moment we enter the schools. All these defects 
centre in a common deficiency under which the Russian schools languished so 
long — ^the want of efficient and well qualified teachers. One of the principal 
improvemements which have Occupied the attention of the legislature and the 
friends of education during the last six years has been to supply this defect ; 
but in the pursuit of this conmion object some diversity of opmion has pre- 
- vailed with regard to the measures best calculated to accomplish it Some 
distinguished advocates of the cause of popular education (and among these 
are found several of the chief magistrates of the state) have recommended the 
establishment of teachers' seminaries on the Prussian plan. The prevailing 
opinion, however, has been in favor of departments for Uie education of teach- 
ers, engrafted upon the incorporated academies of the state, with such en- 
dowments as to render them adequate to the object in view." 

** 'Although the proper objects of popular instruction are better understood 
than they ^ve been at any previous time, the importance of the reform now 
in progress is not, perhaps, so generally appreciated as it deserves to be. It is 
but a few years since common school instruction was ordinarily limited to a 
knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetic The acquisitions which are now 

! regarded as the means of education, were then sought as its objects and end. — 
No plan of education can now be considered complete, which does not embrace 
a full development of the intellectual faculties , a systematic and careful disci- 
pline of the moral feelings, and a preparation of the pupil for the social and 
politicfd relations which he is destined to sustain in manhood. It must be con- 
ceded that the standard of common school education in this state falls far short 
of the attainment of these objects. But the aun of its friends is to introduce 
into the established system such improvements as shall ultimately secure their 
accomplishment Is this a visionary hope ? Those who are most familiar with 
the practical workings of the system, believe that it is not. The whole reform 
wiU be accomplished by furnishing each school district with a competent teach- 
er. The appbcation of the remedy is certainly surrounded with difficulties. It 
must be accomplislied by the gradual progiess and influence of opinion. The 
IVussian system not only prepares the teachers, but compels the school districts 
to employ them. Our whole system proceeds upon the principle of accomplish- 
ing by persuasion what the Prussian effects by force." 

** There is reason to hope and believe that opinion will gradually accomplish 
what it seems difficult, if not impossible, to secure by compulsory measures.— 
^o people are more quick sighted as to their true interests than the inhabitants 
^f tnis state. They cannot fail to see that the education of their children will 
lyQ best secured by employing competent teachers, and that the avenues to 
.^^alth and distinction, though open to all, are beset with difficulties for those 
^bo enter them without the mental preparation which is necessaiy to enaUa 
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iiMm to contend sommwChUj MMunst more favored conqtetitorB. l%eBe convie- 
HooB waj and doubdeas will oe, the fruit of time ; for they are to take the 
place of img establieihed opmionsi which are not often hastily eradicated. The 
reform of the PmssiaB system, as has already been observed, was gradual— 
Hie teacheiB' seminaries were, for many years, few in number, and were alto* 
gather inadequate to supply the schools. Our departments for the education of 
teachers have been in operation but little more than three years ; and there is 
certainly much ground for encouragement in the fact that the demands of the 
school districts upon these departments, for teachers, have been greater than 
they have been able to supply." 

In reference to the plan of county supervision through the medium of local 
flniperintendents, he observes : ** A reeular supervision is indispensable to llie 
success of every public or private undertaking. There is not a department of 
the government which is not subject toV)me direct and immediate control, and 
no individual appoints an agent for the management of any business, without 
reserving and exercising a superintendence over him. Conscious of the abso- 
lute necessity of such a provision in the common school system, the framers of 
the law endeavored to secure it by- the election of town inspectors. But the ob- 
ject has not been obtained. The official reports show to what extent even the duty 
of simple visitation has been neglected. And when the nature of these visita- 
tions is considered, it will be obvious that if they were as frequent as might be 
desired, they coidd not accomplish the great purpose in view. To be of any 
avail, the inspection of schools must be conducted oy those who are competent 
to judge of the qualifications of the teacher, and of the progress of the pupils, 
by examinations in the different studies pursued, and to suggest such improve- 
ments and modifications as will enable the student to derive the greatest amount 
of benefit fi-om the schools. And time must be devoted not only to the schools 
and their masters, but to the trustees and inhabitants." " All writers on pub- 
lic education concur in the unanimous and decided opinion, that effectual in- 
spection and supervision are more essential to the proper management of 
schools, and more indispensable to their improvement than any other agency or 
all other agencies comWed ; and the Superintendent does not hesitate to ex- 

Sress his conviction that until they are provided, all efforts to improve the con- 
ition of the schools, to extend the range and elevate the character of the in- 
struction in them, will be utterly hopeless. M. Cousin, the celebrated author 
on popular education, attributes the success of the schools in Holland almost en- 
irely to the constant and unremittint; inspection to whieh they are continually 
subjected, and demonstrates that wherever schools have failed, in other countries, 
to meet the public expectation in the degree and amount of instruction, it has 
been owing to the want of sudi supervision." 

On the 15th of April, John A. Eino, Esq., from the committee on colleges, 
academies and common schools, of the assembly, submitted an elaborate re- 
port, accompanied by a bill embracing substantially the improvements and 
modifications of the system recommended by the Superintendent This bill 
passed the assembly on the 12th of May subsequently; oy a vote of fifty^eight 
to forty-seven ; but no definitive action was had upon it in the senate, for want 
of time. *. 

The following are eictracts from the message of Gov. Seward, at the opening 
of the session of 1841 : 

** The number of children attending the common schools is about 5*70,000 ; 
and the whole number of children between five and sixteen years of age, as 
nearly as can be ascertained, is about 600,000. Thei% are about eleven thou- 
sand common school districts in the state, in all of which schools are maintain- 
ed during an average period of eight months in the year. Of these school 
districts there are very few which have not complied with the act providmg 
for the establishment of school district libraries. * * . * . Altnough an 
injudicious choice of books is sometimes made, these libraries generally 
include history and biography, voyages and travels, works on natural history 
and the physical sciences, treatises upon agriculture, commerce, manufactures 
and the arts, and judicious selections from modem literature. Henceforth no 
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citizen, who shall have improved the advantages ofiinred by oor eenottett 
fichiQok and &e district libraries, vriU be withottt some sdentifio knowledge eif 
&e earth, its physical condition and its phenomena, the animals that inhahi| 
it, the vegetables that clothe it with verdure, and the mtneralB under ite sur- 
face ; the j[)hysiolp^ and the intellectaal powers of man ; the laws of mechan- 
ics and their practical uses ; those of chemistry and their application to ib* 
arts, the principles of moral and political economy ; the history of natScBB, 
and especially that of our own country ; the progress and tnumph of iii» 
democratie principle in the goremments on this continent, and the proepedB 
of its ascenaency throughout the world ; the trials and faith, valior and emi- 
stancy of our ancestors ; with all the inspiring examples of benevolence, vir- 
tue and patriotism, eidiibited in the lives of the benefactors of manknid. 
The fruits of this enlightened and beneficent enterprise are chiefly to be gath^ 
ered by our successors. But the present generation will not lie altogether 
unrewarded. Although many of our dtiz^ may pass the district Ubrary, 
heedless of the treasures it contains, the unpretending volumes will find their 
way to the fireside, diffusing knowledge, increasing domestic happinesB, and 
promoting public virtue." 

** When me census of 1860 shall be taken, I trust it will show, that within 
the borders of the' state of New York, there is no child of sufficient yeam 
who is unable to read and write. I am sure it wiU then be acknowledged, 
that when ten years before, there were thirty thousand children growing up 
in ignorance and vice, a suggestion to seek them, wherever found, and wtt 
them to the ways of knowledge, and virtue by pursuasion, sympathy and 
kindness, was prompted by a smcere desire for tne common good. I have no 

fride of opinion concerning the manner in which the education of those whom 
have brought to your nonce shall be secured ; although I might derive satis- 
faction from the reflection, that amid abundant misrepresentations of tbS 
method suggested, no one has contended that it would be ineffectual^ nor haii 
any other plan been proposed. I observe, on the contrary, with deep riegret, 
that the evil remains as before , and the question recurs not merely how, or 
by whom shall instruction be given, but vmeiher it shall be given at all, or be 
altogether withheld Others may be content with a system that erects free 
schools, and offers gratuitous instruction ; but 1 trust I shall be allowed to 
entertain the opinion, that no system is perfect that does not accomplish what 
it proposes ; that our system is therefore deficient in comprehensiveness, in the 
exact proportion of the children that it leaves uneducated ; that knowledge, 
however acquired is better than ignorance ; and that neither error, accident, nor 
prejudice, ought to be permitted to deprive the state of the education of her 
citizens. Cherishing such opinions, I could not enioy the consciousness of having 
discharged my duty, if any effort had been omitted which was calculated to 
bring within the schools all who are destined to exerdse the rights of citiaen- 
ship ; nor shall I feel that the system is perfect, or liberty safe, until that object 
be accomplished. Not personally concerned about such misapprehensions aa 
have arisen, but desirous to remove every obstacle to the accomplishment of 00 
important an object, I very freely declare, that I seek the education of thoee 
whom I have brought before you, not to perpetuate any prejudices or distino- 
tions wliich d^'prive them of instruction, but in disregard of aU such distinctions 
and prejudices. I solicit their education less from sympathy than because the 
welfare of the state demands it, and cannot dispense with it. As native citi- 
zens they are born to tlie right of suffrage. I ask that they may at least be 
taught to rend and write ; and in asking this, I require no more for them than I 
have dilligently endeavored to Fecure to the inmates of our penitentiaries, who 
forfeited that inestimable franchise by crime ; and also to an unfortunate raod, 
which having been plunged by us into degradation and ignorance, has been ex- 
cluded from the franchise by an arbitrary property qu^fication incongruouB 
with all our institutions. I have not recommenaed, nor do I seek, the educati<m 
of any class in foreign languages, or in particular creeds or faitlis ; but fully be> 
lieving, with the author of the Declaration of Independence, that even error 
may be safely tolerated where reason ia left free to combat kt, and therefece 
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, noappreliien^onB trork ttt infltiencd 6f vay langna^ or creedftmoii$ * 
^ itenea people, I desire the education of the entire nsin^ generatioln iki 
the^lementa ofknowlddgfe we poesefis, and in that tongae waich is the n&i- 
vers^ language of our conntiymen. To me, the most interesting of all om* xe-' 
imbKcan iuBtitutions is t!be common school I seek not to (&turb, in any miuor 
ner/its peaceful and assiduous esercisee, and least of all with contentions aboat 
f{d^ or forms. I desire the education of all the children in the commonwealtili 
in morality and yiirtue, leaving matters of conscience where, according to^ the 

gihcipl^s of dvil and religious liberty established by our constitution and lawd, 
^ rightfully belong?* 

!(ci his annual report for the present year, the Superintendent strongly urgei^ 
il^e continuance of the departments for the instruction of teachers connected 
-with Ihe academies, and the increase of the number of the institutions reouir- 
edtdmamtain such departments. "Normal Schools,*' he observes, ''which 
ajfe so strongly ui^ed by some, must, after all, be essentially like these depart- 
ments and the academies in which they are established. There must be a 
board o^ managers or trustees, teachers, a building, books and apparatus, 
lliese are already furnished by the existing academies, and there can be no in- 
trinsiQ defect in them which should prevent their being made as useful as any 
normal schools. The change of name will not change the real nature of the 
iigistitution. The sum of money which would be requisite to purchase ffround^ 
erect buildings for one normal school, and fit them for the purpose, would ena- 
ble at least ten academies to maintain similar schools in buildings already pre- 
|]^ed, and under managers already oiganized. The Superintendent does not 
iQean to under-rate those schools, nor to depreciate the benevolent motives of 
those who recommend th^m. He acknowledges, and indeed earnestly urges, 
tile inestimable value and absolute necessity of institutions in which our youth 
may be prepared for the business of teachmg. But he would use the means 
we already bave at hand for the purpose without incurring what seems to him 
Hii^ needless expense of providing others of a similar character. He would 
respectfully recommend the extension of the public patronage to all the acad- 
emies in the state, to enable them to establish teachers' departments, and in 
those counties where there are no academies, the establishment of normal 
sdiools. For the latter purpose there might be a provision, authorizing the 
boards of supervisors in such counties to raise the necessary sums to procure 
suitable grounds and erect proper buildings ; and upon their being completed- 
appropriating from the funds of the state a sufficient sum to employ compe 
tent teachers." He, however, remarks in conclusion, "One model school or 
more might be advantageously established in some central part of the state, 
to which teachers and those intending to become such might repair, to acquire 
tlie best methods of conducting our common schools." 

^ PVofessor Pottee, of Union College, who, at the request of the department, 
had visited and personally inspected during the year 1840,several of the teachersT 
departments connected with the academies, submitted a very able report of the 
result of his examination closing ^ith the following suggestion : " I would sug- 
gest whether some means might not be adopted for training a class of teach- 
ers with more especial reference to country common schools,* and to primary 
schools in villages and cities — teachers whose attainments should not extend 
much beyond tlie common English branches, but whose minds should be awak- 
ened by proper influences — ^who should be made familiar by practice with the 
best modes of teaching, and who should come under strong obligations to teach 
for at least two or three years. In Prussia and France normal schools are sup- 
ported at the public expense ; most of the pupils receive both board and tuition 
gratuitously ; but at the close of the course they give bonds to refund the 
whole amount received, unless they teach, under the direction of the govern- 
ment, for a certain number of years. That such schools, devoted exclusively 
to the preparation of teachers, have some advantages over any other method, is 
STifficiently apparent from the experience of other nations ; and it has occurred 
to me that as a supplementary to our present system, the establishment of one in 
tlils state might be eminently useful. If placed tmder proper auspices, and lo- 
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eated near the capitol, where it oould enjoy the eupervisioD of the Superintend- 
ent of Oommon Schools, and be visited bj the members of the l^gulatore, it 
might oontribute in mMnj ways to raise Uie tone of instmction throughout the 
state." 

Tbe Superintendent renewed his recommendation of such a modification of 
the common school system, as was suggested in his report of the preoedni^ 
year. He contrasts the present situation of the schools with their oondition 
I m 1816, the number of organized and reporting districts having increased from 
2,681 to 10,89*7 ; the number of chUdren instructed from 140,706 to 5*72,906 ; 
- and the amount paid from the treasury- towards defraying the compensation oC 
I teachers from $46,898 to 1220,000 ; and after referring to the fact that 12*76,- 
i 000 were annually distributed in taxes, and nearly 1600.000 on rate-bills, for 
I ike support of the schools, observes, " A people who have thus freely eicpend- 
J ed theur money and appropriated their pnvate means for the education of their 
'^ children, to an amount nearly double t$e expense of administering the govern- 
ment cannot with an;^ truth or justice, be said to be indifferent to the subject 
And when we find tlurty thousand trustees of school districts gratuitously ren- 
dering their services, and making their retiuns with order, regularity and 
promptitude, we ought not to deny their appreciation of the value of the labor 
m which they engage, nor their merit in performing it It is no slight proof 
of the value of a system which is thus administered without compulsion. Its 
fruits are seen in the education of one-fourth of an entire population, and of 
nearly every child of a proper age for the primary schools ; in the advance of 
the wages paid to teachers, a clear indication that a higher degree of talent is 
employed and appreciated ; and in the interest almost universally excited among 
onr fellow-citizens of every class, in tlie success of the effort Still, like every 
other human institution, it is susceptible of constant Improvement This is not 
to be accomplished by sudden changes which derange the machinery, and whidi, 
when effected, will probably be found to require alteration; and least of all by 
^ose schemes whicn are so comprehensive as to be incapable of practical exe- 
cution. Amendments, when experience has indicated their necessity, may be 
gradually incorporated in the system, without obstructing it And the intro- 
duction of new elements to aid, invigorate and sustain what we have, and in 
keeping with it, will be more likely to accomplish their purpose than if they 
were antagonistic to what is already established." 

On the 26th of May, 1841, the legislature, by a nearly unanimous vote, pas- 
sed the act drawn up by Mr. Spencer, and reported by the literature commit- 
tees of the two houses, providing for the appointmeut by the board of super- 
visors of each county, biennially, of a County Superintendent of common schools, 
charged with the general supervision of the interests of the several schools un- 
der ms jurisdiction. The various powers, functions and duties of this officer, 
will hereafter be more particularly adverted to. The number of town inspect- 
ors of schools was reduced to two ; the qualifications of voters at school district 
meetings, specifically defined ; provisions made for the establishment of schools 
for the instruction of colored cnildren ; a subscription for so many copies of a 
monthly periodical exclusively devoted to the cause of education, as should 
supply each district in the state, authorized ; and various minor amendments in 
the details of the system made. . 

Under this act, County Superintendents were appointed in the various coun- 
ties of the state ; and under full and ample instructions from the Superintend- 
ent, entered in the succeeding winter upon the discharge of their official duties. 
S. S. Randall, then a clerk in the department, was appointed by Mr. Spencer, 
general Deputy Superintendent, in accordance with one of the provisions of 

(the act. 
By an ordinance of the Regents of the University, of the 4th of May, 1841, 
the sum of $800 was directed to be annually apportioned to two academies in 
each of the Senate districts, for the maintenance of the departments for the 
education of teachers of common schools ; in addition to which seven other ac- 
ademies were provided with similar departments, under the act of 1888, requi- 
ring their establishment in every institution receiving a share of the literature 
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ftmd equal to 1700 per amram. In October of this year Mr. Spencer was 
tranirferred to a seat in the Oalxbet^ as Secretary- of War ; atid hy a proriBion 
in the act of 1841, above referred to, the duties of Saperintendent of Oommon 
Sdiools devolyed upon his general deputy, tintj^ the vacancy was filled fay the 
l^gislatore in the month of February ensuing. 

Of the energy, ability and transcendent success with which the brief admin- 
istration of Mr. Spenokr was conducted, it would be superfluous here to speak. 
Hie value and importance of the reform effected under his auspices, and chief- 
ly through his indefatigable exertions, in the system of common schools, by 
uie adoption of the plan of local supervision through the agency of County 
Superintendents, will be best appreciated by the fact that every successive 
legislature since convened, through every mutation of party, has, with unex- 
ampled imanimity, sanctioned and sustained the system so devised and matur* 
ed : that the practical operation of that system has immeasurably elevated 
the condition of the common schools throughout the state, advanced the stand- 
ard of popular educatiou, enlisted tile efficient co-operation of an enlightened 
public sentiment, and laid the foundations for that universal diffusion of know- 
ledge, which under the guidance of sound moral and religious principles, iS' 
destined to sustain, and we would fain hope, to perpetuate, the fabric of our 
free institutions. 

On the 5th of January, 1842, the acting Superintendent, (S. S. Randaije.) 
transmitted to the legislature the annual report required from the department^ 
from which it appeared that the whole number of school districts in the state 
Was 10,886 ; the number of children between the ages of five and sixteen, resi- 
ding in the several districts from which reports had been received (exclusive of 
the city of New York,) 583,347, and the number of children under instruction 
((08,583, being an increase of 30,588 over that of the preceding year. 

AdministrcUion of Samubl Young — Town BuperintendentSj Normal School 

and Teachers' Institutes — 1842 to 1846. 

On the *J\h of February succeeding, the Hon. Samuel Young, of Saratoga, wa s 
appointed Secretary of State and Superintendent of Common Schools ; and in 
May following he met the several county superintendents in convention at 
Utica, and possessed himself of a thorougn acquaintance with the details and 
practical operations of the system wbch he had been called upon to supervise. 
In his first annual report, (Jan 12, 1843) he recommended the reduction of 
the academical departments for the education of teachers of common schools 
to four, and the appropriation of a sufficient sum to establish and maintain a 
normal school at the seat of government, where it might be subjected to the 
immediate supervision as well of the department as of the representativesof . 
the people during the sessions of the legislature ; the abolition of the offices of 
commissioner and inspector of common schools, and the substitution of a town 
superintendent ; the extension of the official term of trustees of school districts 
to three years, one to be elected annually ; the vesting of appellate powers in 
the first mstance in the several county superintendents ; the perpetuation of the 
district library system, with suitable modifications and restrictions, and various 
other incidental and minor reforms of the system : most of which, with the ex- 
ception of that portion relating to a normal school, in pursuance of bis sugges- 
tions, and on an able and argumentative report from Mr. Hulbubd, of St. Law- 
rence, chairman of the committee on colleges, academies and common schools, of 
the assembly, were incorporated by the legislature in the act of April 1<>, 1843. 
At this period the number of school districts had attained the number of 10,893 ; 
the number of children between 5 and 1 6, residing in the several reporting dis- 
tricts, was 601,765, and the whole number under instruction 598,749. The Su- 
perintendent acknowledges a " decided predisposition " on his accession to of- 
nce, '* to exercise whatever influence he might possess '* for the abolition of 
the system of county supervision. But after attending the convention of coun- 
ty superintendents, and possessing himself of a thorough acquaintance with the 
previous defects and present advantages of that system, he thus sums up the 
conclusions to which he had arrived : 
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, **PApiity SapenntcndSQDtB pimperly qualified £cr tbe diseltfffg^ of their tuofr^ 
1mfl» poaiBMEipg n ecim^eteat Ibioirledge of the mon^ iatefiectoalt asd phJ^Bi*- 
Qftl e^oeeB, familiftr wi^ all the modem isaprofveiBente io elem^taiy imtnii^ 
tioD, and earnestly intent on eleiVating the eopdition of our oominoii sehoobv 
can do much mcnre to aeortmplifth this deeiraUe reiult, than all the oUier dfi- 
<;els oooneeted with the system. Acting on a broader thealre, they can {»er- 
f dnki xaat^ efficiently aU tliat superrision which hae heretofore be«a so deplora-^ 
bly neglected, OT badly executed. The system of depti^ superhitebdeatii ia 
eapaUe <s£ secuiingt and can be made to secure, the loUbwmg objects : 

** It can produce a complete and efficient supervisicm of all the schoc^ of the^ 
state, ill reference aa well as to their internal management^ as to their extemal 
details: 

" It can be made to unite all the schools of the state into one great s^rstem ; 
lOBihing the advandemoit of eadbi the ambition of all ; f urmshing each with the 
zneane of attaining the highest stttidard of practical excellence, by commimicli- 
ting to it every improyeikient discovered or suggested in every or any of the 
others: 

" It can do much towards dissipating the stolid indifference which paralyaefll 
many portions of the community, and towards arousing, enlightening and emisi- 
hig puDhe santhnent, in the great w<nrk of elementarv instruction, hj systematic 
f^id periodical appeals to the inhabitants of each soiool district, in the form of 

[lectdrea, addresses, (fee. 
" It can be made to dismiss from our schools all immoral and incozmieteni 
teachers, and to secure the services of such only as are qualified and efficient, 
thereby devating the grade of the schoohnaster, and infusing new vitality inte^ 
the school. 

** An attentive examination of the interesting reports of the deputy superin-^ 
teudeiiis will dearly show that the accomplisimient of several of the most iiA- 
portant of these objects is already in a state of encouraging progressioa 

*' In these times of commercial paralysis, monetary pressure and impctadifie 
taxation, superinduced by causes which were clearly foreseen, and mi^t easi- 
ly have been obviated, it is very far from the intention of the Superintendent' 
to advocate my system which shall add weight to the existing bmdebs of the ' 
ccBmiunity. Listead of this, it will be manifest that the system of deputy su* 
permtendents can be made to supersede official duty heretofore badly perform- 
ed, and taxation heretofore imposed with little resulting utility, to an amount 
greatly exceeding the expenses of this system." 

Gov. BouGK, in his annual message to the legislature of 1844, thus alludes 
to the condition and prospects of the common sdiools : 

** No interest of the State is entitled to a more favorable regard, or a greater 
share of attention at the hands of the legislature, than that of puUic instmei- 
tion. The intellectual and mcM culture of the six or seven hundred thousand 
children '^o are speedily to succeed the generation now on the stage of ae- 
tive life, and to assume the duties and responsibilities, as well of government aa 
of society, in all its departments, involves, in its consequences, the existence 
and destinies of the Republic itself, and cannot be neglected without danger 
to the vital interests of free institutions. The elementary education of the 
youth of the state has attracted the attention, and occupied a prominent posi- 
tion in the policy of, the executive and l^islative departments, from a very 
early period of our existence as a state. A perpetual fond, the revenue of 
which, for sevehd years- past, has secured an annual apportionment from the 
the treasury, for the benefit of the common schools, of SI 10,000, has been spe- 
cifically appropriated, by a provision of the constitution, to this object ; and 
since the year 1839, the additional amoimt of $165,000 has annually been ap> 
l^opriated, by the liberal and enlightened policy of the state, from the reve- 
nue of the United States Deposite Fund, to the same object^ and to the p'o- 
curement of common school libraries in the several school disbricts oi the 
state. An amount in the aggregate equal to these two sums ($2^5,000) is re- 
quired to be annually raised upon the taxable property m the several tbwkie ; 
and the proceeds of this fund, augmented by nearly an equal amount^ contribn- 
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ted bj the inhabitants of the ammX districtB, on rate billB, by tsHoub looal 
AaiBe,' wd by floms volnntaiilj raised for ibis ptupoee by ti^e inhabitants <^ 
it» towns, are applied ezchisivelT to &e payment of ^e wag^ of oompeient 
and appfored teaohers, and to tne pnrebase of suitable books for the sehoiil 
i&trict lil»aries. 

*' Tba substitation of a siogile officer, charged with ijbe sttpernsi<;n of i^ 
common adbools of eadi town, for the Board of (Tommissioners and inspectey^ 
formerly existing, in connection with the supervisory and appellate powers of 
the eeyeral eonnly Superintendents, as defined by the law of the last session, 
aeems to hare met with the general approbati<m and ooncuirenoe of the peo- 
ple. Oonventions and assomtions of the friends of education hare, dur- 
mg the past year, been held in almost every section of the state, indicating a 
concentration of interest, and a direction of effort tp this great subject, whidi 
cannot foil of producing the most salutary results. The standard of quaihEcf- 
'tion of teachers has been materially advanced ; parents and the people gener- 
afiy manifest an increased interest in the welfare and prosperity of these e}e- 
Vientary institutions of learning ; and there are the most abundant reasops 
toft anticipating a steady and continued improvement in aH the elements of our 
extended system of common school education." 

There were in the state, as appears by the annual report of the Superin- 
tendent, (Jan. IS, 1844) 10,875 organized school districts, 670,995 childre|i 
'between the ages of ^e and sixteen, exclusive of those residing in the city 
of New York ; and 657,782 children taught during the year. ^ We mi^ 
reasonably," observes the Superinteodent, '* congratulate ourselves upon 'the 
iaeoession of a new order of tilings^ in relation to the practical workings of 
our systeuL Through the medium of an efficient county and town super- 
vision, we have succeeded not only in preparing the way for a corps '^f 
teachers tiieroughly competent to oommunieate physical, intellectual and 
moral instruction — themselves enlightened and capable of enlightening 
'their pu^s— 4>ut also in demolishing the numerous barriers which hav<3 
^therto prevtiited all intercommunication between the several districts. 
An extended feelinf of interest in the condition and progress of the ischo(^ 
lias been awakenekf; and in addition to the periodical inspection of the 
ciounty and town superintendendents, the trustees and inhabitants are no^, 
in many porfcicns of the state, beginning to visit the schools of their dis- 
triots ; striving to ascertain their advancement ; to encourage the exertib^ 
^f teachers and pupils, and to remove ev^ry obstacle resulti^ig |bom their 
previous indifference. Incompetent teachers are beginning to find the 
avenues to t^e common school closed against them ; and the demand <xl 
the paH of the districts for a higher grade of instructors, is creating It 
supply of enlightened educators, adequate to the task of advi^i^cing thb 
yotj^lutil mind in its inciu^t efforts to acquire knowledge. The impetus 
thus communicated to the schools of one town and county, is speedup 
. diffused to those of others. Through fi'equent and periodical meetings df 
town and countv associations of teachers and fiiends of education, the 
improvements adopted in any one district are made known to all; sead 
tiie exoerience, observations and suggestions of each county Superintendent 
annually communicated tibu^ough their reports, to all. By tiiese means thb 
atf^sam of p(^mlar education, purified at its source and relieved fi*om many 
of its former obstructions, is mspensing its invigorating waters over a very 
eonsiderable portion of the state. ^ 

** The reports of the several county Superintendents exhibit unequivo<^al 
endenoe of effiicent exertions on their part, in the performance of the res- 

Sonsible duties assi^ed them by law and by the instructions of this 
epartment. To their efforts is to be attributed, to a very s^eat extent, the 
revolution in puUic sentiment, by which the district school from being ihd 
^ject of general aversion and reproach, begins to attract the attention and 
regard of alL To their enlightened labors for the elevation and advance- 
ment of these elementary institutions, we owe it in a great measure, thi|t 
new and improved modes of teaching, of government and of discipline have 



sQCoeeded in a very large proportion of the distrieta, to those which havir 
hitherto preyailed ; that a iusner grade of qualificationB for teachers has 
been ahnost imiyersally required ; that parents have been induced to visit 
and take an interest in the schools ; that private and select schools hav« 
been to a considerable extent discountenanced, and the entire energies of 
the inhabitants of districts concentrated on the district school ; and thai 
the importance, the capabilities and extended means of usefulness of thesa 
nurseries of knowledge and virtue, are beginning to be adequately appre- 
ciated in nearly every section of the state. Collectively considered, thesa- 
officers have well vinaicated the confidence reposed in them by the legis- 
lature and the people, and justified the anticipation of the friends of edu- 
tion," 

The attention of the Mends of Common School Education was now powei- 
fiilly and systematically directed to the subject of a State Kormal School 
for the proper instruction and preparation of teachers. To this end, Mr. 
HuLBUBD, of St Lawrence, who was again at the head of the Assembly 
Committee on Colleges, Academies and common schools, visited, during the 
early part of the session, the several Normal Schools of Massachusetts, ob- 
.served their parctical working, made himself thoroughly acquainted with 
the principles upon which they were founded, and collected a valuabla 
body of information in r^ard to the general history and specific operations 
of similar institutions in Europe. 

On the 22d of March, he submitted an elaborate and eloquent report, 
embracing the entire subject, reviewing the legislation of the State in refer- 
ence to the various appropriations n^e fi-om the literature fund, to the 
several Academies, for tne purpose of organising and establishing Teachew 
Departments ; showing that these instituticms were wholly ineomptent to 
auppljr the demand for competent teachers, throughout the state ; givincT 
a concise history of the origin and progress of Norm^ Schools m Europe ana 
America, with a detailed account of their operations in Massachusetts ; and 
strongly recommending the appropriation ^om the income of the literature 
fund of $9,600 for the establidbment, and $10,000 annually thereafter for 
the support and maintenance of a State Normal School, to be located in 
the city of Albany, for the education and proper pre}>aratiQn of teachers of 
oommon schools, of both sexes, and to be composed of pupils selected from 
the several counties of the state in proportion to the representation of such 
counties in the popular branch of the liegislature. 

Alter a full recapitulation of the previous legislation of the state, in refer- 
ence to Academical Departments for the instruction of teadiers the com- 
.mittee observe: 

** It will appear that the principal reliance of the friends and supporters 
of the common schools for an adequate supply of teachers has, from a very 
early period, been upon the academies — ^tnat the inability of the latter to 
supply this demand, induced, in 182'7 an increase of $160,000 of the fund 
applicable to their support, and this for the express purpose of enabling them 
to accomplish this object : that the Regents oi the University, the guardians 
of these institutions, characterized this increase of the fund as an unwonted 
and extraordinary act of liberality on the part of the state towards th^n-^ 
explicitly recognized the condition, or rather the avowed expectations on 
which it was granted — ^accepted the trust, and undertook to perform thoee 
eonditions and to fulfil those expectations : that, to use the lan^age of one 
of the Superintendents, '-the design of the law was notsustamed by the 
measures necessary to give it the form and effect of a system ; " that to 
remedy this evil, one academv was specially designated in each Senate dis- 
trict, with an endowment of $600 to provide the necessary means and facil- 
ities of instruction, and an annual appropriation of $400 for the mainten- 
ance of a department for the education of teachers, and eooa afterwards the 
sum of $28,000 added to the literature fund from the avails of the U. S. 
Deposit fund while eight additional academies were required to organize 
ana maintain similar departments : that finally the number of these depart- 
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m^ta was augmented to twenty-three, and every exertion put forth to 
Boeure the great results originally contemplated in their establiumient ; and 
that in the judgment of saccessiye Superintendents of eommon schools, the 
Brents of the TJniTersitYi and the most eminent and practical friends of 
education throughout the State, these institutions, whether considered in the 
aggregate or witii reference to those specially designated from time to time, 
lor the performance of this important auty of supp^^g the common schools 
with competent teachers, have not succeeded in tne accomplishment of thai 
object. Having, therefore, to revert again to the language of the Superin- 
tendent before referred to, ** proved inadequate to &e ends proposed ; ** 
may not now ** a change of plan be insisted on, without being open to the 
objection of abandoning a system which has not been fairly tested f' And 
have the academies anj just reason to complain if they are not longer per- 
mitted to enjoy undiminished the liberal appropriation conferred upon them 
by the state for a speeifie object — an object which they have not oeen able 
satisfactorily to accomplish 9 " 

The committee Uien proceed minutely to trace the origin, progress and 
piraetical operation of iTormal Schools in Europe and in this country, and 
after a general discussion of their applicability and expediency under the 
peculiar circumstances which exist m our own state, and the recommenda- 
ti<m of an appropriation for the organization and support of a Normal School 
at the seat of government, for the education and training of teachers, 
observe : 

** It will be noticed that the committee speak of the establishment of one 
Normal School : Did our present means seem to warrant it, the committee 
would, with confidence, recommend the immediate establislunent of at least 
one in each of the eight Senatorial districts. If one is now established, and 
that is properly en<iowed and organized, there cannot be a doubt that not 
only one wul be called for m each of the eight Senatorial districts, but in a 
brief period verjr many of the large counties will insist upon having one 
estabUshed witmn their limits. 'Die establishment of one is but an experi- 
ment — ^if that can be called an experiment, which for more than a century 
has been in operation, without a known failure — ^which, if successful, will 
lead the way for several others. It is believed that several of tiie Acade- 
mies now in operation can and will be converted into Normal Seminaries, 
when the period arrives for the rapid improvement of education ; in this 
way there will be no loss of academic investment, and the great interest of 
the public will be as well or better subserved than they are at present 

** The committee believe the experiment should be tried at the Capi- 
tal ; if it cannot be tested in the presence of all the people, it should oe 
before all the representatives of uie people. As a government measure, 
it is imtried in ttiis state ; the result, therefore, will be of deep interest. 
Here at each annual session of the legislature, can be seen for what and 
how the public money is expended ; here can be seen the exhibition of the 
pupils of the Seminary and of the Model School ; here, if unsuccessful no 
report of interested officials can cover up its fidlure, or prevent the abandon- 
ment of the experiment ; here citizens from all parts of the state, who resort 
to the Oapital during the session of the legislature, the terms of the courts, 
Ac, can have an opportunity of examining the workings of the Normal 
school system, of learning the best method of teaching, and all the improve- 
ments in the science and practice of the art ; those who in the spring and 
autumn, pass through the city, and to and from the Great Metropolis, and 
those who from all parts of the union make their annual pilgrimage to the 
Fountain of Health, will pause hej^e to see what the Empire State is doing 
to promote the education of her people.'* 

On the seventh of May, succeeding, the bill reported by the Oommittee 
was passed into a law, by which the sum of $9,600 was appropriated for 
tibe m>st year, and |1 0,000 annually for five years thereafter ai4l until other- 
wise directed by law, for the establishment and support of a iS'ormal school 
to be located at Albany, and to be under the supervision, management and 



direetioaof the Superuxtepdeot of oopunoi^ aehooU and ^6 IB^mts oC A0 
Uniyeraity, i^lio were auUicNrized and required, from time to time, to maKe 
all needful ruXea and regulationa ; to fix the number and oompenBation <if 
ti^aehers and others to be employed therein ; to iN'OBcribe the prelimixiarjr 
e^caminatioQ and t^ terma and eonditions on wnich the punils should^M 
receiyed and instructed ; to aj^rtiim sueh pupils among tne respectiye 
oounties, cixiforming as nearly as might be to the ratio of population ; and 
j^enerally, to proyide in all tnings for the good goy^imient and manage- 
ment of the scnooL lliey were also required to ajM^int an exeoutiye com- 
mittee, consisting of fiye persons, one of whom should in all cases be the State 
^Qperintendent of oonmM>n schools, to whom the immediate goyernmex^t 
ana direction of tiie institution should be committed, subject to such general 
rules as the R^ents might prescribe, and whose duty it should be to make 
full and detailed reports &om time to time to the Superintendent and 
KegentSf'and to recommend such rules and regulations as they might deem 
proper for the schooL The Superintendent and Regents were ^ewiae 
required annually to transmit to the legislature, an account of their pro- 
ceedings and expenditures. 

In pursuance of this act, the Brents of the ITniyersity, proceeded on the 
Ifit of June thereafter, to the appointment of an Executiye Committee, 
consisting of the Superintendent of common schools (CoL Tounq) Rot. 
Au^xzo FoTTsa, Rey. William H. Oampbbll, Hon. Gidbon Hawlet and 
Fbanois Dwioht, Esq., who held their first meeting on the 20th of June, 
paying obtained from the corporation of the city of Albany, tiie lease for 
fiye years of a commodious building for the use of the school, they adopted 
the necessary measures for its organization and establishment, by requesting 
the Board of Superyisors of the seyeral counties, to appoint on the nominaticci 
of the county Superintendents, a number of pupils, corresponding to their 
respectiye representation in the Assembly ; by the appointment of DAyn) 
P. r AQX, of J^ewburyport, Mass., as Principal, GxoaoE R. Pebkins, of tftica* 
as Professor of Mathematics, Fbbdebicx I. Ilslet, of Albany as teacher of 
Music, and J. B. Howabd, of Rensselaer, as teacher of Prawing ; and by 
ynitlring euch general rules and regulations as they deemed expedient and 
necessary, in reference to the course of study, management and discipline of 
the school On the 18th of December, the school was ^ned, b^ a public 
address from the Superintendent of common schools, xwent^-nine pupils 
only were in attendence ; this number, howeyer, speedily increased U> 
upwards of one hundred ; and an experiment^ or model school was at the 
commencement of the second term, attached to the institution, compiiwng 
opwards of a hundred children of both sexes, 

At the opening of the session of the le^lature of 1845, Goy. 'Wbigbt, in 
his annual message to both Houses, thus adyerted to the subject of common 
aohool education : 

** No public fund of the state is so unpretending, yet so all peryadlng — so 
little seen, yet so uniyersally felt — so mild it its exactions, yet so bountiful 
in its benefits — so little feared or courted, and yet so powerful, as this JfUnd 
for the support of common schools. The other funds act upon the secular 
interests of society, its business, its pleasures, its pride, its passions, its Vi- 
ces, its misfortunes. This acts upon its mind and its morals. Education is 
to free institutions what bread is to human life, the staff of their existence. 
The ofi^ce of this fund is to open and warm the soil, and sow the seed from 
whidi this element o{ freedom must grow and ripen into maturity ; and the 
health or sickness of the growth will measure the extent and security of our 
liberties. The thankfulness we owe to those who haye gone before us. Tor 
the institution of this fund, for its constitutional protection, and for its safe 
and prudent administration hitherto, we can best repay by imitating tihelr 
example and improying upon their work, as the increased means placed }sl 
our hands s^l ^ye us the ability. 

*^ Few, if ftiy instances, are upon record in which a fund of this descrip- 
tion has been administered, ana its bounties dispensed through a period of 



^fi>rty yean, with 00 f^w BpspLoions, aocuaations, or complaiiits of the inter- 
f^^nce of et&er polftieal or religioua biases to disturb w equal balastoe W 
^ti<$h its beliefs stotild be extended to our whole population. 1^ shocddL 
Continue as it has been. Our school funj} is not instituted to nukke oUr 
children and ;jrouth either partizans in polities, or sectarians in religion ; .bilt 
'toflfive them education, mtdligence, sound principles, good moral hflbiUi, 
ana a free and independent spirit ; in short, to make them American fr^ 
men and American citizens, and to qualify them to judge and chooee fiir 
themselves in matters of politics, rebfion and government. Such an ad- 
ttlinistration of the ftmd as shall be cdculated to render this q^ualification 
tlie most perfect for the mature minds, with the fewest influences tending 
to bias the judgment or incline the choice, will be the most consonant wtiS 
'our duties, «nd with the best interests of our constituents. Under such aH 
'administration, education will flourish most and the peace and harmony of 
'society be best preserved." 

From the annual report of the Superintendent, (Ool. Young) it appeared 
\htLt the whole number of school districts in the state, was 10,990 ; the whole 
number of children between the ages of five and sixteen, was 696,548 ; the 
Ikumber of children of lill ages, actually taught in the common schools during 
the year reported, T09,l 66, or more tnah 50,000 beyond the number taught 
during the preceding year ; the amount paid for teachers' wages $992,222 ; 
ef which $447,666 was raised on rate-bills ; the amount paid for library pur- 
poses $94,960.64 ; and the number of volumes in the several district nbrav- 
ri^s 1,088,896. 

''A more just appreciation on the part of the public,*' observ^ the Su- 
perintendent, in cimcluding his report, '^ not ohly of the importance of ade- 
quate intellectual and mon^ culture in our common schoon, but of the 1*4- 
*«p6nsibilities of teaehers, is beginning to prevail. There is much in thie 
•J^oepeot thus opened to us, cheering and encouraging to the friends of free 
mstitutions, to the friends of education, and of civil, social and moral pr6- 
gfess. The great idea of education, in its most comprehensive aeceptation, 
eonnsts in niat development, culture and discipline of all the lacullaeB df 
our nature, which shlnn fit us for the highest sphere of usefrilness, and the 
tdgfae^t d^ree of enjoyment of which that nature, in the circumfttancee by 
■Whi^ w^e are surrounded, is susceptible. 

*This conception of that preliminary training which is to give us the 
<K»nplete and efficient control of the energies, physical and moral, of oitt 
common humanity, has at length, it is to be hoped, assumed its place as t9k» 
'^foundation of the science of elementary instruetion. Institutions for this 
preparation of teachers upon the most approved models, are akeady diffueiag 
w and wide, a more enlightened and practical system of mental eultts%, 
by famishing to the 8oho<Ms insUnotorsof a high grade of qualifications, in- 
teUectual and moral ; and these instructors, in their turn, communicate ele- 
ments of knowledge and the means of self^improvement, to the pnpLls oom*r 
mitted to their charge. The gaieral substitution of knowledge for the p^- 
l^like rote, by which a vigorous and retentive metnoiy Was made the jmfi- 
oipal test of mental capacity, may be regarded as one of the strongeist mdi- 
ofttions of the prevalence of sounder principles, and of a progressive revohi-^ 
tiOte in the theory and practice of education. 

*' These are the principal agencies throup^h whose united influence our 
i)ommon schools have imbibed that spirit of improvement which is percepil- 
ble in nearly every section of the state, and which must ultimately renovate 
our entire system of public education, and exert a beneficial influence Upon 
all our institutions, civil, social and political. In the late strongly contested 
election for the chief ma^strate of the United States, the result was deter- 
mined for good or far evil, by 237,600 votes cast in this state ; and the re- 
vult will, doubtless, eventuate in a course ot measures which will aiffeet, 
beneficially or otherwise, the interests of some twenty millions of human 
beings, for a series of years to come. The whole number of children now 
ijtider the oourse of instruction in the common schools of this state, exoeelb 
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700,000 ; .estimating one-half of tibia number aa females, and making a still 
tutker deduction ol 100,000, or oneHBeventh of the whole, lor removal from 
the state, death, or inability from any other cause, to discharge the duties 
appertaining to the oituEen— and we hare remaining 250,000, who, upon a 
reascmable estimate will, within a less period than fifteen years, emerge from 
our common schools inyested with aU the functions of popular soyereignty ; 
a number exceeding by upwards of 12,000 that which has recently given to 
the Union a Chief Magistrate. ^ 

** On the flourishing condition of our schools repose the hopes of the 
present and the destinies of the future. Without a sound, moral and intel- 
lectual education, the fonctions of self government can neither be duly 
appreciated nor successfully maintained. The constitution of several of 
l£e South American Republics appeared theoretically to secure human 
liberty. But paper provisions are powerless unless they are also ixnpressed 
<ai the hearts, and combined with tne intelliffence of tne people, without 
an accurate knowlede of their rights and duties, and a determination to 
maintain ^em, no community can long be free ; and the melancholy truth 
that the South American Republics have fallen into revolutionary decrep> 
itude, and degenerated into military despotisms, affords to us an impressive 
admonition. Indeed without going beyond our own borders, premonitioni 
•f an anti-social spirit — of insubordination to the law— of combining to 
per^trate violence, riot, incendiarism and murder — are sufficiently alarm- 
mg m their rapid increase during the last few years. If the same spirit 
pervaded the majority of the community, the existing government would 
DO at an end ; and as human society cannot exist without a superintending 
power of protecti(m, the aid of some more energetic and despotic form of 
government would necessarily be invoked to administer justice, to tn^ntf^in 
order, and to shield the poor &om the exactions of the ridi, — the weak from 
the aggressions of the strong. 

** The great extent of the American Republic — its rapidly ' increasing 
population — ^the diversity of habits, pursuits, productions, and interests, 
some of which are regarded as hostile to others — ^render necessary at fdl 
times, the cultivation of a liberal spirit of forbearance and conciliation. 
Without the diffusion of education, such a spirit, in sufficient strength io 
maintJiin harmony, cannot exist. It may be safely affirmed, that there is 
now no people of equal numbers on the fi^e of the earth, who, if placed 
under such institutions as ours, would maintain the government for a single 
year. And unless moral and intellectual culture, smJl at least keep paee 
with the increase of numbers, this republio will assuredly &U. On the 
careful cultivation in our schools, of tne minds of the young, the entire 
success or the absolute fiulure of the great experiment of self government 
is whoU^^ dependent ; and unless that cultivation is increased, and made 
xnore efitective than it has yet been, the conviction is solemnly impressed by 
Uie agoa of the times, tnat the American Unicm, now the asylum of the 
(^pressed and ** the home of the free,'' will ere l<mg share the melancholy 
nte of every former attempt of self government. That Union is and must 
be sustained by the moral and intellectual powers of the community, and 
every other power is wholly ineffectual Physical force may ffenerate 
hatred, fear and repulsion ; but can never produce Union. The only salva- 
tion for the republic is to be sought for in our sdiools. It is here that the 
seeds of liberty are sown, and made to germinate and grow, and produce 
rich fruit in abundance. Every impovement that can 1^ given to these 
primary institutions, affords an additional guaranty for the permanent main- 
tenance of rational freedom. . 

** The duration of the life of man should be estimated, not by the years 
of his physical existence, which would degrade him to the level of the 
brutes— but by the period of the expansion and enjovment of his moral imd 
intellectual faculties. Thence it nas been affirmed with philosophic truth, 
that *' he who shortens the road to human knowledge lengthens me." Tb% 
cradle and the grave are in such close proximity, even when the interval is 
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moet eztcinded, that humaa ezistenoe may be regarded aa nearly a Uank, 
ludefla the early portion of tiiie brief spaoe by whieh they are separated is 
aeduously devoted to the developement of the mind. The undying part of 
onr nature has been impresBed by its creator with an unconquerable desire 
for knowledge, not that limited acquaintance with the external forms of 
things which is bestowed upon the animals by- instinot^but a knowledge 
yastly more minute and exclusiye^ which emwaces within its scope, all t£e 
properties and laws, both of mind and matter. The earth its^f with all 
its appendages, is much too small a theatre, to satiate the inquisitiyeneBS, 
eyen of children ; and if human power were coinmensurate with human 
aspirations, the daring ken of man would be thrown through the abyss of 
H^yen, to Uio ultima ihiUe of the works of God — ^to the farthest yerge in 
&thomless space, in which the energies of creaUye power haye yet been 
consummated — to regions where the embryon nebulae of unformea worlds 
are in the transition or the quiescent state, obedient to the primeval fiat of 
the Almighty." 

The introduction of Teacheri Institutes as an elementary portion of 
the system of Public Instruction, which was effected at about tms period, 
constitutes an important feature in the progress of improvement, with refer- 
enee to the practical qualification of teachers of common schools. The sub- 
ject was first brought to the attention of the friends of education, by a series 
of resolutions sutoitted to the Tompkins County Teachers' Association, in 
OctolMW 1842, by J. S. Denkan, the County Superintendent of Tompkins, 
setting forth the necessity of united and efficient action on the part of teach- 
ers to elevate their profession and the standard of common school education 
fenerally, and recommending the establishment, in that County of a 
'eachers' Institute, where all the teachers might meet semi-annually in the 
spring and fall, preparatory to the commencement of the respective summer 
and winter terms : and spend firom two to four weeks, in receiving instruction 
j&om efficient instructors, in listening to lectures from scientific men, and in 
the discussion of plans for the improvement of schools. The first Teachers* 
Institute was opened at Ithaca, on the 4th day of April 1848, under the 
management and direction of Mr. Denman, who had engaged the services of 
Salem Town Esq., the Rev. David Powell and Prof. James Thompson, of 
Auburn, as instructors and lecturers^ Twenty eight teachers were in 
attendance, and instruction was nven daily for a term of two weeks in the 
best mode of Governing and teaching common schools, including a critical 
analysis and review of the various elementary branches; and sundry 
advanced branches not heretofore in use in the Schools generally. During 
the Autumn of the same year, several similar institutions were opened in 
different sections of the State ; and in the succeeding year their operations 
were greatly enlarged and extended. In his annuiu report for 1846 the 
State Superintendent thus alludes to them : 

" In no less than seventeen of the largest counties. Teachers' Institutes have 
been established during the past two years, in which upwards of one 
thousand teachers have been instructed during periods varying from two to 
six or eight weeks, immediately preceding the commencement of their re- 
spective terms of instruction, by tne most competent and experienced educa- 
tors whose services could be procured, in conjunction with the county 
Superintendent. These associations are wholly voluntary, and the expenses, 
including board, tuition, and the use of convenient rooms, aQparatnis, ^., 
have hiSierto been defrayed exclusively by the teachers. Tne course of 
instruction consists generally of a critical and thorough review of all the 
elementary branches required to be taught in the common schools, frdl 
expositions and illustrations of the most approved methods of communicating 
Imowledge to the young, and of the proper government and discipline of 
schools, and a mutual interchange of views and opinions among the teachers, 
instructors and Superintendent. Among the numerous improvements which 
the experience of past imperfections has introduced into the practical opeora- 
tion of oar common schools, there is none which combines so much utility 
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and value as these local and temporaiy institutions ; and in the judfment 
^f the' Soperifttendeni Vojsj at-e highlj deeerying of legislatire aid! -A 
Muiae ecKposition of their general features, the mode of inetriietidn adoptlfA, 
and its elkots not onl^ upon the teaichet's, bat upon the -vrhole eharaete^ ^ 
the schools under their enal-ge, and upon tlie public sentihient generadl^, 
has, it' is understood, been prepared l^ Mr. Salbk Town, of Oayugft,'« 
Toteran teacher, who has himself most ably and ^cientlr c<»itaibuted <J6 
tile establishment and success of this species of instruction. 

In reviewing tiie administration of the common school system, by Oel. 
TouNO, it is impossible not to perceive the vast impulse which was gireii 
to all its varied operations by tne efficiency, energy and public spirit of.tluit 
distinguished statesman. Bringing to the disclmrge of the peculiar diidies 
of the office of Superintendent no previous ezperi^ce, and strong prejadic<to 
apainst some of the most cherishea features of the system of puUic instrue- 
tion, he not only speedily rendered himself familiar with all its details,' but 
divesting himself of all these un&vorable pre-conceptions which had ob- 
tained possession of his mind, dispassionately surveyed the entire bea^rings 
of the whole system, and having convinced himself of it? value and utilij^y, 
devoted his best energies and idl his powerful influence to its advancement 
and improvMnent. llie plan of ecunty and town supervision, the NWiual 
aehool and Teachers* Institutes, and restrict Libraries, were cherished aad 
atrengthened by his exertions; and the impress of his vigorous mind iq^ 
strong understanding will long remain upon the common school systeih of 
our Slate. 

Upon his retirement from the office of Secretary of state, OoL Youvq 
received from tiie Regents of ihe University, the appointment of nlen^[)er 
of the Executive Oommittee of the Normal School, in the place of Ht. 
PoTVER, who had been elected Bishop of the diocese of Pennsylvanik and 
had removed to that State. Hasmanus Blesker, Es<}., of the city of JJbanv 
wias also appointed a member of the Executive Committee to fill the vaoan<w- 
bcioasioned oy the death of FiiANois Dwio&t, Esq., which to<4c jdace ob tne 
16th of December, 1845. 

The removal from the State of Dr. Pottbb, and the death of Mr. Dwiobt 
in the fiilness of his &eulties and the apparent meridian of his usefulness, 
were deeply and extensively felt by the friends of common school educa- 
tion. In au the measures which had been canvassed and adopted for 1^ 
iinprovement and elevation of our systems of public instruotibn, both theile 
gentlemen had borne a conspicious and an efficient part ; and to th^ con- 
stant and uniform cooperation with the legislature and the executlTe 
anthorities of the state charged with the generel supervision of these gre^ 
interests, the success of those measures is to a very considerable extent diik 
As the conductor of the District S(diool Joumid, as County Superintendent 
and member <^ the Board of Education of tiie city of Albany, and as a 
member of the Executive Committee of the State Normal School, ifr. Dwigst 
essentially contributed to tiiie advancement of popular education, and to the 
ifeneral «(iffi]sion of sound princi{dee of elementary instruction tibrougfao;^ 
'the state. 

AchninUtraHon of Nathaniel S. Benton — Failure of the effort to vo^iJl <j^ 
l^ee Behool System on the Constitution — Abolition of the djffiee of Uaufl^ 
J3uj9erintendent. 

On the 8d day of February, 1846, the Hon. Nathaniel S. Benton, of He^* 
kimer, was i^pointed by joint ballot of both Houses of the Legislature, Se^' 
retary of State and Superintendent of Common Schools : and entered upoii 
the dosoharge of his duties on the 6th of the same month. 

From his first annual report, bearing date on the 15th of January, 184^ 
it appeared that the whole number of school districts in the state, on th« 
first day of July preceding, was 11,018 ; the number of children betweeti 
the ages of ftye and sixteen, residing in tiie state, on the first day of Jan^tt- 
ary, 1845, 690,914 ; the whole number of children of all ages, taught in tfte 
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d«ni^ 0o^te during the year 1344^ Wfi4^; the amount ot pabUe ni(m«v 
i^lilied to the jmyvieat of teaohere' wagds» f629,866«94 ; tixe amonnt raised 
ofr: jraMulIs, 14^8,127.78, iQaJduog. an aggregate of . 11,088^8472, and the 
anfoimt of pubUe m<»iej applied to lilxwy purpoeee and aohool aKjanitiis, 
$9(M$%2(^* The number of yolumee in the seyeral distriet /librmes waa 
1,146,250, being, an inerea9<^ during the year reported, of 106^64 voltunes. 

-^ ln.f e£^enoe to the fund applieable to the support of distriet libraries, &e 
Snptrintendent obserres : 

,.**,l1ti ia not pyopoeed to take from the inhal^tants of the sojiool distriets ^ 
tlie.poiwer of eontrolling.the direction that snail be given to thtA part of t^ 
fmid denonunated library money ; but leave them to make sueh appJication 
tbere<^ either to the purchase of books, or the apparatus befi>re named, or 
i^ply. the whoie or a part of it to the payment of teachers ; subject, 
llowem» to the a|)provaI of the department. Affcer the districts have been 
supplied with a given number of bodes, in proportion to the children in thenv 
aoia' after the appropriate school apparatu$ and maps shall have been ob- 
tulnedi it is believed that in many instances, it would prove highly saliitaTy, 
to authorize the inhabitants of such districts to apply this money to the 
pa^j^aent of teachers' wages generally, or of the rate-bills of exempted schol- 
avf . To ensure a faithful compliance with the conditions required, it may 
b^&eoessai^y in all cases, to vest in the department a supervision over this 
e;s;|ienditure. This will incite an interest in the district and its officers, 
"wikere it is desired to make this application to preserve their libraries, maps, 
globj^s, black-boards and other apparatus, with the best possible care." 
On the subject of teachers' institutes, the Superintendent savs : 
*' Teachers' Institutes " and " teachers' drills," have been held during the 
the laMi year, in nearly thirty counties in the state, and were attended by- 
more than three thousand school teachers^ for periods varying from two to 
to. four and eight weeks of continued session. These voluntary associations 
are rapidly spreading over our entire state, and are destined soon, to occu- 
py: .rnnch' of the public attention. An ardent desire for improvement is 
seftted in the minds of p<^e8sional teachers ; " the school-master is abroad," 
iil-ae^ch of that educational knowledge which will qualify him to discharge 
the important duties of his profession, and elevate mm and his vocation in 
pi^blie esteem. The Principal of the State Normal School, and the Profes- 
Bor of Mathematics, attended a number of these county " Institutes " during 
t\j^ last autumn, and several of its graduates were called upon to preside 
OYjer their proceedings and conduct the com'ses of instruction pursued in 
tlM^. The pertinent and instructive lectures of the former, and the emi- 
nently successful efforts of the latter, have been duly appreciated by the 
meniibers of the institutes where these services were per&rmed, and that 

appreciation has been manifested in the most decided terms of approval 

It may not be out of place to remark here, that the expense of the ** asso- 
eiaidons " ai*e paid by the teachers themselves, which is somewhat burthen- 
soine to those who are females, and to others possessing limited means of 
anj^rt. In answer to a suggestion that some pecuniary aid and encour-^ 
agement should be granted to the members attending these " institutes ** by 
the legislature, it has been remarked that these teachers are only fitting 
themselves to pursue a profession for mere private gain or personal advan- 
ti|ge^ and why should this particular class more than any other, be selected 
as the recipients of legislative bounty and favor ? But does this ol)jeetion 
piei^ient a full and fair statement of all the facts bearing upon this subject f ^ « /^ K 
Oiir jLawB require that a school shall be taught in a district, at least four \l 
months in the year by a licensed teacher, to entitle such district to a partici- ^ ^ 
pa^on in the public moneys devoted to the maintenance of the schools ; re*, 
cognizing no act of this kind as legal, where the instructor does not possess 
in.fiftmx the evidence of full qusdification ; and hence it becomes a matter 
otthe. hi^est import to the state, and every member of the community, 
tl^ these qualifications should, " in respect to moral character, learning and \ 
atnlity " and aptness to teach, be possessed by every instructor of youth, \ 
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Thd general enquiry is more as to the amount of the teaeher'e wage$ thaa ui 
re^d toJUne$i ; and oompetition servea rat^r to eheflq>en the reward! of' 
thu employment, than to enooorage an emulation to ezeel among the teadb-- 
ers. Whether these considerations should justify any peouniary relief, and 
to what extent, must depend upon the view token of the magnitude of the 
inoonTeniences to be overcome or removed, and the extent to which the wel- 
fure of the state may be inyolved by pennitting their continuance." 

The progress of the Normal School, during the preceding year was emin- 
•ently gratifying and satisfactory. At the dose of the second term thirty four 
of the pupils received their diplomas as teachers. During its thhd term, 
commencing on the 15th of October 1846, the number of its pupils had 
increased to nearly two hundred, embracing a representation from fiuy eight 
of the fifty-nine Counties The board of instruction was increased and- 
strengthened by the appointment of Darwin G. Eaton, as teacher of Mathe- 
matics, in conjunction with Prof. PERXiifs, Sdmnkb G. Webb, as Teadier of 
Arithmetic and Geography, Silas T. Bowen, of Grammar, William W, 
Olaek, of Natural PMlosophy and Chemistry, William F. Phelps, as Perma- 
nent Teacher of the Model or Experimental School, and Miss Elosabetb O. 
Hanob, as Teacher of Reading and History. 

** The end proposed in the establishment of the Normal School " obeerve 
the Executive Committoe in the Annual report for the present year ** was 
to educate teachers for our common schools ; to send forth those to take 
chaige of the susceptible minds of the children of this commonwealth, who, 
together with high moral principles, should possess the requisite knowledge 
of the branches to be taught, and withal be " apt to teach.'' The school 
was designed to educate the moral qualities of the instructor — ^to impress him 
with the solemn responsibilities of his work — so that he might feel the bless- 
edness of being patient, longsuffering and unwearied in his efforts for the 
good of his pupils. It was intended to teach its students, and by their pre- 
cept and example to impress all who aspired to the honor of instructing, that 
the work of teaching was so important that no labor of preparation could be 
too great, since the good that could be accomplished was vast, beyond the 
powers of human conception. Hence a stimulus was to be imparted to the 
teacher, which should never be spent, but be continually operative, urging him 
to the acquisition of higher attamments in virtue, knowledge and aptness to 
teach Tni3,-«it is conceived, was the philanthropic end which the legislature 
of 1844 had in view, when they established the it'ormal School" 

O/'M/ '^^^ *V /^ ^° *^® ^^* ^^ June of this year, a Convention of Delegates from the 

^ /, ^ * I several Counties of the State met at Albany for the revision of the Constitu- 

I y^ f '• * \ / tion. On the 5th Mr. Bowdish, of Montgomery, moved for the appointment 

i ('/ ixJ* > of a committee to inquire into the expediency oi the establishment of a sys- 

"^ "* tem of Free Schools for the State. On the 12th, a standing committee, 

consisting of Ma. Niooll of New- York, as chairman, Mes^s. Munro, of 

Onondaga ; Bowdish, of Montgomery; A. W. Young, of Wyoming ; Tuthill, 

of Orange ; Willard, of Albany ; and Hunt of New- York, was appointed by 

the President, (the Hon Johjt Tract, of Chenango,) on the subject of educa- 

. tion, common schools and their appropriate funds. On the 15th Mr. R. Camp- 

/ bell, of Otsego offered a resolution of inquiry as to the propriety of a ** con- 

/ stitutional provision for the security of ttie common school, literature deposit 

and other trust funds, from conversion or destruction by the legislature, and 

the establishment of such a system of common schools as will, by taxation, 

■ bestow the facility of acquiring a good education on every child in the State," 

which was adopted by the Convention, and referred to me Committee. On 

the 18th, the President presented to the Convention a communication from S. 

S. Randall, President of the State Convention of County Superintendents of 

common sdiools, held at Albany, in April preceding, transmitting a preamble 

and resolutions m favor of the Free School System. 

On the 22d of July, Mr. Nicoll, from the committee, reported for the con- 
sideration of the Convention, a series of propositions designed to be incor- 
porated as a part of the new constitution, declaring the proceeds of all lands 
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belooj;iiig to the atate, except sueh parts thereof as might be reeerved, or ap- 
pKopnated to public use, or ceded to the TTnited States, which shall hereafter 
be sold or disposed o^ together with the fund denominated the Common 
School fund, and all moneys heretofore appropriated hj law for the use and 
benefit of said fund, should be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest to 
be inviolably appropriated and applied to tne support of common schooU 
throofhout the state ; that the net revenues of the H. S. Deposit Fund^ 
should likewise be inviolably applied to the same purpose, after meeting all ex- 
isting app*opriation ; and that the legislature shoula, at its first session after 
the adoption of the proposed constitution, and from time to time thereafter as 
should be necessary, provide by law /or the free editcation and instruction of 
mery child between the ages of four and sixteen years^ whose parents, guardians 
or employers, shall be resident in the state, in the Common Schools now establish- 
ed, or which shovXd thereafter be established therein — ^the expense of such edu- 
cation and instruction after applying the public fiinds as above provided,tobe 
defrayed by taxation, at the same time and in the same manner as provided 
by law for the liquidation of town and county charges. This latter provis- 
ion, relating to the establishment of free schools, the committee proposed to 
submit separately- to the people of the state, for their sanction. 

On the lat day of October, Mr. Bowdibh, of Montgomery, made a power- 
ful and eloquent appeal to the Convention in behalf of tms great measure 
of Free Schools, in which he was sustained by Mr. Nicoll, of New York, 
Mr. WoRDKN, of Ontario, Mr. Pattkeson, of Chautauque, Mi\ Russell, of St. 
Iiawrence, and others ; and on the 8th of October, the day preceding the 
adjournment of the Convention, the first section reported by the committee 

Sermanently appropriating the proceeds of State lands and the Common 
chool fund, to the support of common schools, was after some discussion 
adopted by a vote of 104 to 3. Mr. Niooll then moved the adoption of the 
following section, to be separately submitted to the people, viz : ^ 

" § 6. The Legislatm'e shall provide for the free education and instruc-/ 
tion of every child of the State in the common schools, now established, ory 
which shall hereafter be established therein.'* ^ 

This section was adopted by a vote of 57 to 63, on a call for the ayes and 
noes ; and a provision added on motion of Mr. Ruggles, of Dutchess, by a 
vote of 82 to 26, directing the legislature to provide for raising the- neces- 
sary taxes in the several school districts, to carry out the intention of the 
section. As thus modified, the entire ninth article of the proposed con- 
stitution, as reported by the committee, was agreed to by the convention 
and ordered to oe engrossed. The convention then took a recess for dinner. 

On the assembling of the Convention in the afternoon, Mr. Abphaxed 
Looms, of Herkimer, offered a resolution to refer the article to a committe of 
ONE mth instructions to strike out the two last sections, relating to the establishr 
ment of Free , Schools, and report the same as amended to the Convention 
INSTANTEK. Mr. Taggart; of Genesee, sustained, and Mr. Townsend, of 
New York, opposed this motion ; but under the operation of the previous 
question, it prevailed by a vote of 61 to 27 ; and Mr. Looms being appoint- 
ed the committee, immediately reported as instructed, and his report being 
agreed to by the Convention, the provision for the establishment of Free 
Schools, as a portion of the Constitution was fin ally de feated. .^. 

The ninth article as adopted is as folloS^s-f- — 

" The Capital of the Common School Fund ; the capital of the Literature 
Fund, and the capital of the United States Deposit Fund, shall be respec- 
tively preserved inviolate. The revenue of the said common school fund 
shall be applied to the support of common schools ; the revenue of the said 
literature fund shall be applied to the support of academies ; and the sum 
of $2i5,O0O of the revenues of the United States Deposit fund shall each 
year be appropriated to and made a part of the capital of the said common 
school fund " 

On the 1st of October, of this year, Samuel L. Holmes, Esq., of the 
County of Westchester, received the appointment of State Deputy Superin- 




64' 

ten^^t of coisunpxi sclioole, to suppler th« V{U!iaiioy occasioned by &^ resig- 
natioja and retirement on account of iU health of the then inbumbent ^. §, 
"B^mdail, who had held the office during the two preceding aidminlBtrationB^' 
aiid. up to the present perio4. 

From tixe annual report of the Suf^erihtendent for 1^4*7, itamieacred thaC 
tUbe number of organized school districts in tbe state, on the &st of Julj^ 
preceding, was 11,008: tie "number of children between the ages of S, and' 
16, 794,000; the number of cbildten of all ages under instruction in tibie' 
ebinmon school during the year 1845, 742,483 ; the amount of pubUo ^k>h^ 
applied during the same year to the payment of teachers wages, $^S5j^5l.lo;' 
the amount contributed on rate buls for the same purpose |460,764.7B 
making an aggregate of $1,095,815.93 ; the amount of public money expend- 
ed in the purchase of libraries and school apparatus in the seyeraT districts, ' 
(95,881.86, and the number of volumes in the several District Libraries, 
1,203,139, being an increase during the year reported of 57,889 volumes. ^ 
"AsuccessfS administration of the school laws of the State," observes 
the superintendent "requires an intelligent and active local, as well as 
general supervision ; and without the former it is believed the present or- 
ganization must eventually be abandoned, and one less complex in its details' 
and arrangements and less stringent in its requirements, adopted in the, 
place of it. Numerous plans, no doubt, might be suggested on paper, ^vin|^ 
promise of ^eat excellence if adopted ; but when brought to the test S 
actual experiment they will entirely fail to accomplish the object designed. 
Radical cnanges in any system of public instruation, perfected by years 0^ 
trial, and accommodatea to the habits and inclination of the community, 
will be found a hazardous expedient. After struggling through a long 
series of years to elevate' our schools, to infuse a greater zeal and excite a 
higher interest in regard to them, without advancing one step in attaining 
these objects, actual visitation and inspection were provided as a substitute 
for an inefficient local supervision ; and this duty waa enjoined upon, 
officers designated by law. The results of this change have been and now 
are seen and deeply felt in our own state and by our people, and have 
justly excited commendation and approval wherever they are known in 
other states of the Union. 

"The actual external and internal condition of our common schoola, 
always a subject intensely interesting to the philanthropist, and the patri- 
otic statesman, is such in the judgment of the Superintendent as will afford 
much satisfaction in regard to the present, and allow high hopes for the. 
future. That more might have been accomplished since the establishment 
of our system, and under other and more favorable circumstances, is quite, 
probable ; but that we now see upwards of seven hundred and forty thousand 
of the youth of our state resorting to the common schools in pursuit of 
knowledge, should excite in us profound gratitude to the All-wise disposer 
of national events, and the highest respect for the founders of the system." 
The Superintendent also renewed his recommendation of the preceding 
yeajr in relation to the appropriation of the whole or a portion of the 
jJbrary money of the several districts, to the payment of teachers' wages, 
under a vote of the district subject to the approbation of the department. 

Under the provisions of an act passed in 1846, schools for the instruction 
of Indian children were organized on the Onondaga, Cattaj'augus, Allegany 
and St. Regis reservations, under circumstances eminently favorable to the 
intellectual and moral improvement of this clias of the population. 

Gov^ Young, in his annual message to the legislature, for the present year, " 
thus alluded to the I^ormal School : 

" The State Normal School continues to advance in public estimation and 
public usefulness. Its only object is to improve the teachers of common 
schools, and any progress in the advancement of that object, it quite appa- 
rent, must exert a salutary influence on the cause of education tbrougnoui' 
the state." 



The<EbEeeQtLF6 Committee, in their anaual rdport,.8tated that the number of 
pupils io .iktt«iDcUDce duriag <^e fourth term of the school, commeDciog lii 
MBf, tokdeloemg in September, 1846, was 205, and' that eyoy county, wit£ 
a single exception, was represented. The number of graduates, at the closs 
ot the. third term, was 47, and of the fourth, 63. " It is fomid," observe the 
Qommittee^ " upon examination of the school register, that since Dec. IS, 
1844, 608 stndents have attended the school for a Icm^ or a shorter period. 
Of this number 178 are now in the school ; t have died ; 14 were found to ' 
be incompetent for teaching, and were at an early day advised to engage in 
other pursuits.; 11 left on account of ill health, unfitting them alike for study 
or teaching ; and 29 left at ah early period of their connection with the 
sehool, relinquishing for various reasons the purpose of teaching. If these 
numbers be added, their sum will be found to be 238 ; and if this last nmnr 
ber be subtracted from the whole number on the register, the remainder to 
be aceounted for is 270. Of these 270, 144 are graduates of the school, and 
the committee A;notothat 129 of them have been engaged in teaching sincj^ 
their graduation -, and of the remaining 15 graduates one has died, and the 
rest, with the exception of four, are believed to be teaching, though no defin- 
ate knowledge of their pursuits has been obtained. It m^ also be proper 
to state, that those ^rsons who have not been heard from, were graduates of 
last term, and sufficient time has hardly elapsed to afford an opportunity of 
learning their pursuits. Of the remainder of the 270, numbering 126, who 
left the school ])rlor to graduation, nearly all, on leaving, declared that it 
was their intention to t^ush. 84 are known to have tau^t since they left, 
and but few of the others have been heard from. Thus, it appears that the 
school has sent out 213 persons, who, when heard fromy were actually engag- 
ed in teaching. In many instances, also, accounts have been received of the 
manner in whidi these students were acquitting themselves as teachers, and 
the committee are happy to say, that as far as heard from, they are giving 
great satisfaction." 

On the 13th of November, 1847, the legislature passed an act abolishing 
the office of County Superintendent of Common Scnools, and directing that 
all appeals authorized by law, to be brought to them, should be made mrect- 
ly to the State Superintendent, and that the annual reports heretofore made 
to them by the Town Superintendents, should be made to the County Clerks, 
respectively, and condensed statements thereof by them, be transmitted to 
the department. 

For this measuse the friends of the system, although they had, with great 
unanimity, resisted it for a series of years, were prepared, from the great un- 
popularity of the office, growing out of the mode o; appointment and of the 
compensation of this class of officers. Their selection had been, very iniu- 
diciously, confided to the Boards of Supervisors of the respective counties, 
whose frmctions, howeter useful and important in other respects, had no 
particular reference to the educational wants and interests of the commimity ; 
and who were, besides, to a great extent, divided into political parties, upon 
the varying supremacy of which, the choice of County Superintendents was, 
too generaUy made to depend, wiUiout especial regard to tne intellectual and 
moral qualifications of the candidate for the important and responsible sta- 
tion he was destined to fill. While, therefore, far the greater number of of- 
ficers appointed by them, were men eminently qualified for the discharge of 
their duties, there were some who were justly obnoxious to the charge, 
not only of incapacity, but of a perversion of the high functions devolved 
upon them to simster personal and political ends ; and the indignation excited 
by these instances of disre^ar^ of duty and moral obliquity, gradually ex- 
tended itself to other localities where no reasonable grounds for suspicion ex- 
isted. The pecuniary burden likewise, of defraying one-half the salary of 
these officers from the county treasuries, was magnified and dwelt upon by 
the interested and designing ; and the legislature was annually flooded witn 
petitions for the ab^tion of the office, as unnec^sary, oppressive and im- 
properly administered. Committee after committee, to whom th^se peti- 
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tiODt were refierred, reported agaimit the adoptioft of tbe meMure 
aad the aUeet and eoundeet argumenta were M-ocight to bear upon the preat 
and manifest utilit^r of the oiffioe. It was elearlj and repeatedty^ shown tibat 
the abases complained of were suoh as admitted of an easy and praotioal 
remedy, while the advantage secured by the retention of this class of offi- 
oecB could be obtained through no other agency. Public clamor, however, per 
■sted in demanding the repeal of the obnoxious act ; and notwithstanding the 
avowed and strong opposition of the successive heads of the department^ cf the 
■everal committees of both houses of the legialattire, chaxged with the euper- 
Tieion of the interests of public instruction, and of the great body of the most 
eoliffhtened friends of education throughout the state, the measure was finally 
earned through at the extra session, convoked for the purpose of enacting *he 
aevoral new Uwb rendered necessary by the adoption of the amended oonstitii- 
tion. 

The effect of this measure upon the prosperity of the common school system 
WBs^in many essential respects, most disastrous. During a.periodof neariy 
forty years its progress had been uninterruptedly onward ; and a succession of 
wise enactments) had strengthened and matured its foundations and expanded 
its usefulness in every direction. The abolitiuu of that feature, whidi, more, 
perhaps, than any other, constituted its distinguishing chamcteristie, and gave 
to it its peculiar Kymnietry aud power, was the first retrograde step in its his- 
tory. Its immediate consequenct^ were felt iu the compnratire inefficiency 
and inutility of the local and general supervinion of the schools — in the absence 
of any conuectiug link between the department and the several town fuid dis- 
trict ofiicers, and ihe inhabitants of the disitricts — in the discontinuance of u local 
appcIUio tiibunal. whirc llic uuniuiouscoutrovereies anistimtly Rpringingup, 
relatix'^e to the external iuragemeuts of the vtmous distiicts, might be equitably 
adjusted by an officer on the spot — and in tiie utter impossibility of obtaiumg 
with any accurncy, tiiose statistical details iu reference to the practical opera- 
tion of the systelu, of f-o great value to thu department, the legislature, and 
the public. Town Superintendents, however well qualified for the specific dis- 
charge of the duties devolved upon them, were, for obvious reasons, wholly 
incapable of supplying the place m tbe system, which had been assigned to this 
higher cLiss of omcera Their juriBdictiou was strictly local — their peculiar du- 
ties circumpcrii)ed — ^their iufluence necessarily confined to their res]>ective 
townir — and llieir powers linii ed ; while Uie county Superintendents were in 
constant and regular communication, not only with the head of tlie department, 
but with tiicir C4»Ileagued throui^hout the state — their influence extensive — and 
their metms of usefulness unrestricted. 

At the same time, the legi^Liture passed the ** Act for tlie cstablishmont of 
Teachers' Institutes," by which the sum of sixty dollars was appropriated an- 
nually fnnii the income of the United States Deposit Fund, payable on the 
order of tJie several county treasurers, to be ex])ended for tlie upe and benefit of 
teachers* institutes, in each of the ciHinties of the state where a majority of the 
town su{H.'iintcndents (-hall unite in deeiring its expenditure for this purpose, 
and file a ct*rtificate tlierei»f with tlie county clerk. An advisory committee, 
ooa^istin^ of UwiSi of such town Superintendents, is required to be appointed 
by the cuunly clerk, to make tlie nece>^iry arrangements for organizing and 
mauitgin;; sudi in->titu(e,ajid public notice is to be given by him to teachers and 
otliers who may desire to beoome su«h. specifying tlie tin)e and place of meet- 
ing of such institute. Tlie lid vinny comuiittce are also authorized to prcxniro 
the servicca of suitable lecturers anil teadiers f»ir sudi institute. Whenever 
the county treasurer shall receive satisfactory evidence, that n(»t less than f fty, 
or in counties whose population is under thirty tliousnnd. not less thnn thirfy 
teacliera, or individuals intenuirg U» be(x>iiic Kudi within one year, shall have 
been ui regular attendances on 4:hh iu'iti'nte for tc*u dpys. he is authonaed 
and required t4» audit and allow ifae accounts of sucn auvisory committee, not 
exeeedu^g tlie sum of sixty doUara, foi* tlie expeases of sudi institute. 

On the 15th of Deoemoer, the various statutes relating to common schools 
were oombtned and ooosolidated into oae act» with suoh alteratioiu aad 



67 



«B«tt4n^6Dto M were dMmed expedient Towd Superintendelite #ere 
wiUionied to h(dd their offices for iwfi jean ; and to enter upon the discharge 
•I Uieir duties reepeotirebf on the first Mondaj of Noy ember, subsequent to 
their deotion or appcnntment : and the library \a,w was so modified as to 
sathorixe the expenditure *of the whole or any portion of the public money 
raoeiyed by the respeotiye districts for that purpose, with the approbation 
of tibe state Supenntendent, in the payment of teachers wac^es whereyer 
the number of yolumes in districts numoering oyer fiftj children between 
the age of 5 and 16 exceeded one hundred and twenty-nye, or one hundred 
in diSiriots with a less number of children than fifty and where the distnct 
was supplied with maps, globes, black boards and the requisite scientific 
apparatus for the use of the school Seyeral other alterations of minor 
importance were made in the details of the system ; and the Superinten- 
dent of common schools was authorized to cause the amended act to be 
pablished and generally distributed throughout the state. 

In hi3 annual Message to the Legislature at the opening of the Session of 
1848, Gov. Young, Uius adverted to the subject of education : 

** In our country, for reasons that have been so uften aud so well stated, that 
I need not repeat them, the education of its children has been, and I trust 
will continue to be, matter of the deepest solicitude. Common schools, from 
their universality, reaching every ueighhoihood, and shedding their infla- 
encc upon every family and into every mind, expelling; the primary causes 
of vice and crime, and erecting altars to patriotism and virtue, have justly 
been considered the peculiar objects of legislative care. 

"The practical imp.>rtancc of the State Normal School for the education 
of teachers is be^ining to bo felt ; and in the tone, strength and vigor given 
to comnian schools by distributing through the State, teachers who shall 
have been thoroughly instructed, it is believed will be fouud most convin- 
cing arguments in defence of reasonable, but liberal appropriations by the 
Btate to this object" 

FVom the annual report cf the Superintendent, it appeared that the num- 
ber of school districts in the state, on the first of July 1847, was 11,052; 
number of children between the ages of five and sixteen, 700,443 ; whole 
number, of all ages instructed in the common schools of the state during the 
year 1846, 748,887 ; amount of public money expended in the payment of 
teachers wages $695,974.20; amount raised on rate bill for the same 
purpose $462,840,44 making an aggregate of $1,058,814,64 ; amount of public 
money expended in the purchase of libraries aud school aparatus $98,791,- 
29; and the number of volumes in the several district libraries 1,81U,986» 
lx*ing mi increase of 107,847, during the year reported. 

In reference to the establishment of free schools, the Superintendent 
holds the f)l lowing language : 

•* The extension of free schools in the state is progressing moderately ; 
nnd laws are passed nearly every cessiun cf the Legislature, providing for 
their establishment in populous and wealthy villages; while the poorer and 
Icds )K)pulou» (listrictH, in the same t4>wns, are left to struggle on, frt)ni year to 
year, hi rhe Ixwt way they csm — mstnininga school perhaps only four months in 
t he year. ti> secure tlie next app^iriiofinient of the puWic moneys. Is this policy 
JiMt? — is it rirht t<» discriiniinilc in this m:imier, between the school children of 
the Rt:itef Why should ample |>rovi-ion be made for the children rr*siding in 
|Kirticuhir locsilities, and others turned over to the itakcd bounties of the 
state; whicli, although iniuitficent in the aggregate, are only sufficient to p:iy 
n few weekft tuition for (Mch child ? Iliis gre.it and essential question turns 
Btmply on the mode of taxation ; by changing this nfid requiring the boards 
of ^U|>ervisors, to raise upon the counties respectively, a sum equal to the 
amontit npjwrtioned from tlie treasury to each county for the support of 
0cfaiM>ki. and opcm the towns another sum equiil to the apportionment of such 
fnwn from the Reh«N>l fund, whicli wcnild mcrease the local taxation upon 
the counties, not to exceed five-tenths of a mill on the valuation in any 
ooimiy , and oar schoob might be rendered nearly fiee to every child in the state. 
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** Our f eQckw dtuena hav« hereto&re dbe^rf ully acquieBedd in the isappfitim 
of a tax to support the goyenuadut aod eusUUn the crettU of the. $t«te» ol^ 
more than twic^ the amount proposed to be raised in the plan su^e^ted. 
Whi^t improyement, intenaal or eactemai, is more worthy of the fostenng casf 
of the logisli^ure or of greater importance to the ebmmunity, than the nymUii 
improyemcnt of those who are soon to ezereise all ihe priyilegeB of eitiseiM^ 
and wield the destinies of the state. It would he an w^just impeachment of 
the patriotism and good sense of the people^ to suppose they would not 
cheerfully embrace and cordially approye^any reasonable misasures which 
Trill reflect so much honor on the present^ and confer such enduring ben^fiti^ 
on the future." 

In reference to the abolition of the office of' county Superintendent) hs 
obeeryes: . 

" The act abolishing the office seemed to be in accordance with the public 
will, and should be cheerfully obeyed ; but the wisdom and expedit^icy of 
the measure must be tested by the experience of the future. The labor and 
expense thrown upon this office, in consequence of this legislatiye act, cannot 
justly and therefore does not form any ground of comidaint with the 
undersigned. With the other official duties deyolyed upon me incumbent of 
this office, a personal superyision and inspection of the schools, if in^any way 
desirable, is wholly impracticaUe. This question is then presented to the 
graye consideration of the legislature and the people of the state — are we to 
Suspense entirely with all personal yisitation, mspection and superyision/ 
except what may be performed by the local town officers ! and are we not 
hereafter to haye any s^tistical information of the relatiye condition of our 
school houses 8 and of the condition of the winter and summer schools from 
year to year, showing the number of schools yisited and pupils in attendance 
at the time ? the course and extent of the studies pursued, with the ages, 
sex and time of the employment of the teachers, and the compensaticaa 
paid ? To repeat the just .encomiums bestowed upon our system in all its 
parts, as it recently existed, and which distinguished educators and philan- 
thropists in other states haye urged upon the consideration of their legi^«' 
tures, as worthy of beizig incorporated into their own systems, might seem 
disrespectful" \ * . ♦ * * * * 

" Cnher plans might be su^ested that would, no doubt, if adopted, sreatly 
add to the efficiency of our local superyision and inspecticHi, and ta£e the 
place of that which has recently been abolished ; but whether, at this time, 
any suggestions of this sort would be likely to meet with j>ublic fayor, may 
well be questioned. From actual official information, obtained during the 
year 1846, the undersigned beUeyed that the amount of compensation paid 
to town Superintendents and town officers for seryices connected with the 
Hichools, amounted to about $35,000 annually. It is not supposed that this 
amount exceeds the sums actually paid by the towns that year ; nor will it 
coyer the expeuses of 1848, by $10,000. The djaties of the town Superinten- 
dents must now necessarily be extended, and their seryices increased ; and 
the aggregate annual compensation paid to these officers will, it is belieyed, 
on a careful examination, exceed $45,000. Without any material increase 
of expense, proyision might be made by law for the election by the peoplic 
of inspectors of schools, in each Assembly district, whose compensation should 
be limited, and who could conveniently perform many of the duties of town 
Superintendents ; and thus, by diyidinjg th^ lalx^* and compensation between 
these officers, the aggregate expenses of both would not exceed, the compen- 
sation of the latter officers." 

It is due to Mr. Benton, to say that in his official capacity as Superintendent 
he resisted to the utmost extent of his power and mfluence, the retrograde 
moyements of the legislature in reference to the superyision of the schools : 
that he was a fion and devoted advocate of -the introduction of the fieo 
school principle as a part of our system of public instruction ; and that his 
administration o^that system was characterised by an enlightened and discrim^ 
inatiog regard to the public interests and we&re. 



Wk& «perati6mi t>f tlie Normal Schoel dnring'flie year IM, tended to (rtria^tli^ 
<ili «he eonfide&oe of ^be peojrfe in tbis InstHutioQ and to reaJiase tlie ezvectationa 
of the friends of education generally throughout the state. The numner of pn* 
mis Tailed frofn 200 to 820 ; and the semi-siinual gnAM&ims classes from 46 to 
%6. The ^otie number of graduates up to tibe Ist of Jiinuary- 1848, vma 2H ; of 
^mn 222Trere actuailj engaged in teaming Hie common schools of the state, 
and the whole number of pupuB entered upon the register of the Ihstituticn waa 
I^S7, of whom 421 were then employed in ttra district schools. TauMAir H. 
dowKzr had been a]^inted Teacher of Yocal Music> in place of Prof. JtAt±t, 
And Mss ANif Mabia Ostsoic, Teacher of Drawing, in place of Prof. Howard. 

The institution at tids period howerer, receiyed a seyere blow, and fiie 
friend of education sustained an irreparable loss, by the death of Mr. Pao* 
tile Principal of t&e School, wUch took place on the Ifit (}ay of January 1848. 
Although still in the prime of life, Mr. Paob had attained p. reputation and 
iMHttiding as a teatlier, not surpassed in the Union. To iutellechial qualifica- 
tions of ^e highest 6rder, he added aQ ^ose moral yirtues and diristiali 
^racies wMc^ are so indispensably requisite to ihe instructor of youtii. He Wtt 
m a& respects admirably adapted to tiie performance of the high functiocti 
^fldth hid been deyolyed upon him: and to the perfect order, system and 
Iharmony which he infused into aU its departments, and his luminous expositioii 
af the duties, ob)%afions and respoosifa&uties of the pupils under his dtstrge, 
ft htrge filuire of the prosperity, and success of the Normal School Was pre- 
^uftiently due. Fortunately for the invests and advantage of his numerotn 
pupils and admu*ers, and the profession of teasers genendly throughout the 
Btkte and Union, he had completed the preparation and publication of hla 
admirable course of Lectures annually defiyered before tne sdiool, on iSbb 
''•Fheoiry and Practice of Taadiing*' — a w<»k which embraces a comprebetb 
siye yiew of the whole subject and is in all respects worthy of its distia- 
gmshed author and of the great cause to xvhlcn he had, too aeeSduously, 
deyoted his entire energies. . 

like ihcecntiye Committee with great unanimi^ desiniated Prof. Pk e kj e wb to 
supply the statical rendered yaoant by the de^th of Mr. Paoie. To an inM- 
mate acquaintance with the plans and general policy of his predecessor in Ate 
conduct and disdplihe of the school, Prof. Pbkkins added afl i&e inteliectqil 
$end moral qualifications requisite to its successful adminis^tion ; a!nd un^ 
ins superyision and direction the institution has contanued to mafhtsSn its 
high reputation, and to dispense its blessing oyer eyery section of the state • 

Adminhtration of Ohkistofheb Morgan — Adoption of the Free School 
, /8y«<ew— 1848 to 1861. 

On the first day of January 1948, the Hon. Ohbistopher MoaoAN, of 
Oayuga entered upon the discharge of the duties of the office of Secretary 
of Stete and Supenntendent of cofmmon schools, to which he was elected m 
Koyember precedinfi^. A. G-. Johnson, Bsq., of Rensselaer, wa^ in Iflareh 
thsreafter appointed by him Deputy St^rintendent, in place of Mr. 
Bolmee. 

On the 12th of April, \he legislature passed the ^^Aet for the permanent 
^iktbliahment of the Normal School " by which the sum of fifteen thousand 
dollars (afterwards eztoided to $25,000) was appropriated for the eHeetiob 
of a suitable building for its accommodation, and tne preyious provisioii of 
law applicable to its superyision, mangement and goyemment, were n^ad^ 
permanent. Under this act ^e Ezecutiye Oommittee haye erected a Spacious 
and conyenient Hall, in a commodious location in the neighborhood of the 
Capitol, and of the State Qoological and Agricultural Rooms, in the dty of 
Albany, where the school is now insucoessful operation. 

At me opening of the session of the legislature of 1849, €k>y. Fisii, m his 
annual messa^ expresses has belief "that the restottttion of the office 6f 
County Superintendent would be produotiye of good to the school system." 
In reference to the Normal School he obseryes, ** This school is doixi^ a jg^reat 
And good work. It has ceased to be an experiment, and under its ptiSie&t 
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judidoiis maimgymwit, it la §^mae in the <Kiniid«Doe of its fri itt d i , aad 
tttindJiig the interest of manj wno oooe doubted ite praoticttbilit j cr Mi 
neefulneflfi.'* 

y^rom the annual report of the Superintendent^ it appeared that the Bum- 
her <tf fidiool dietricts in the state on the first day of July preeeding mm 
10,621 : the number of children between the ages of 6 and 16, 718,188 ; tht 
munber, of all ages under instruction during the year 1847 in the eommoK 
■efaools of the state 775,723 ; the amount of pubuc money expended in Um 
payment of teachers wages during the same year |689,008, and the amonnl 
contributed on the rate bQla for this purpose 466,674, amounting in the 
aggr^ate to 11,105,682; the amount of public money expends in the 
purchase of libraries and school apparatus 181,624,00 and the number «f 
volumes in the several district libraries 1,888,848, showing an increaee e# 
S7,862 yolumes since the preceding year. 

Schools for colored children had been kept in fifteen counties of the atate, 
at which 4,741 children were in attendance, bein^ an increase of 877, aiiMe 
1846, and of 2,185 since 1845 : and the amount of public numey apportion- 
•d to such schools was $16,926.68. In a large number of the counties, how- 
•Ter, no effort had been made to collect accurate statistics in reference ie 
these schools ; the number of colored children between the ages of 5 and 16 
reeidiug in the state being estimated at not less than 11,000* 

** The colored population,*' observes the Superintendent, ** is enumerated 
in the census of tne State, and is a part of tne basis of the distribatkn of 
the School Fund. Colored children are enumerated by the trustees in their 
annual reports, they draw public money for the district in which they reside, 
and are equally entitled with white children to the benefit of it. In the 
rural districts of the State, colored children are generally admitted into the 
Common Schools. 

** If unreasonable prejudice exclude colored children from the village schoole, 
the trustees are empowered to establidi separate schools for them. The 
children attending draw the public money to which they are entitled, and4he 
trustees can exempt those parents who are unable to pay a rate-bill, the 
ezemptiens bscoming a charge upon the whole district A special appro- 
priation for ineorponited villages, onlv excites prejudice and parsimony. 
Xlie trustees of the village will, generally, expend the special appropriatioii 
for the colored children, and the public money drawn by them wul be shared 
V among the white children of the village. 

** There seems to be no satisfactory reason for this special appropriation. It 
cannot be justly urged that negroes are an espedal burden to mcorporated 
villages any more than to cities, 'or rural districts, and that they are, thereforei 
entitled to an extraordinaiy allowance of money to educate them.** 

Schools for the instrucuon of Indian children had been established upon 
the St R^ps, the Onondaga, the Cattaraugus and Allegany, and the Shme- 
eock Indian Reservations. In that of the St R^;is 50 <£il<£ren had attended 
school during a period of nine months, the average daily attendance being 86 ; 
in that of the Onondaga 61 children for 11 months, in those of the Allegai^ 
and Cattaraugus, 229 children ; and in that of the Shinecocks 40. 

The superintendent informs the legislature that about four hundred appli- 
cations had been made to him for his official approbation to the diversion of 
the whole or portions of the Library money to the payment of teadiers wages, 
under the provisions of the act of 1847. ''He has withheld it, in all eoMea, 
believing that every volume of a well selected library is a perpetual teacher 
to all who wiU go to it for instruction." He expresses his belief ** that the 
district libraries cannot be too large and that the people are in no danger of 
learning too much 

** Selections for the district libraries^ are made from the whole range of 
literature and science, with the exception of controversial books, politick or 
religious ; history, bic^aphy, poetry, philosophy, mental, moral and natural^ 
fiction ; indeed every department of human knowledge contributes its share 
to the district school library. The object of this great charity was not 
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mm^ ito hnUk books for oliildron, bol to oataUiib in aU tlie adtool dk- 
tnot«> ft mJBCftllMieow library suited to the tastoB and oharacton of oTcty 
aft. B J meaiM of this diffvmwe beneyolenco, the light of knowledge pane- 
tniles every portion of the State, and the sons of onr fanners, merehaatL 
meyhanies and laborers, haye daily access to many well selected bocAa, a 
whiefa, bnt for thus sagacious policy of our State, a majority of them would 
hare neyer heard. If knowledge is power, who can oilculate the energy 
knparted to the people of this State oy the district school, and the distntt 
libraiyt" 

Teacbers's Institutes had been held under the proyision of the act of 1847, 
in aizteen counties, at which 1096 teachers baa been in attendance. Ilie 
Superintendent recommends a considerable increase in the appr«^riatioa to 
tins olyject . 

In reference to the abolition of the office of County Superintendent^ the 
Snpermtendent observes : 

Mt is bdieved that the friends of the Common School system in the^tat^ 
very ^^enerally desired the continuance of the office. It was, however, aboAish- 
ec^ without petitions from any considerable number of <ntizens, and withont 
erenproposBig a substitute. 

'* There is now no immediate officer between this Department and tlM 
town officers. Such an office is needed as the medium of communication 
between this DqMurtment and the nine hundred towq. superintendents, tad 
^even thousand school districts. The territory is too large ; its subdivi- 
sions too many ; its relations too diverse ; the local officers too numerous * 
and the interval between the Department and them too wide, to permit that 
actual and minute supervision which is necessary to an efficient administra^ 
tion of the School laws. 

** The undersigned would, therefore, recommend to the Legislature two 
measures, either of which, in his opinion, will be approved by the friends (Xf 
the Common School ByBtem,aod wul supply a want daily felt in this Depart- 
ment^ 

** 1st A repeal of chap. 858, Laws of 1847, restoring the office of County 
Superintendent, and mining it elective by the people. 

**^2d. The election of a Superintendent in every Assembly district, esjaepb 
in the city of New York, and the cities which now have,or shall hereafter have 
a city Superintendent, or Board of £ducati<m, to manage their sdiool affiiirs. 

** if the latter measure should be adopted, I would recommend that the 
salary of such officer be fixed at not less than $200 per year, in eacJi 
Assembly district^ composed of towns and that the same be a county charge ; 
that the salary of City Superintendents be fixed by the civil authorities 
thereof, as shall be provided in their several charters or. city laws- and 
ordinances ; and that not less than $200 of such salary be a county charse. 
Among the powers and duties of such District Superintendent should be 
the following : — ^To make the abstract of the reports of Town Superinten- 
dents in his district, at the same time and in the same manner row require 
ed of the Coimty Clerks ; to recommend persons from his district as pupils 
in the State Normal School ; to recommend each year two teachers in his dis- 
trict as worthy to receive a State certificate ; to visit each school in }a$ 
district at least tvrice a year, once in the summer and once in the winter, to 
make such report of his visitation as may be required by the State Super- 
intendent ; to near and determine all the controversies arising in his dis- 
trict under the school laws, an appeal being allowed from his decision to 
this Department. The Superintendent makes these suggestions with diffi- 
dence, and only from a sense of their necessity." 

The superintendent then proceeds to examine the present condition of 
the school law, in reference to the provision for the support of schools, upon 
whidi he bases a recommendation for the adoption of the Free School sys- 
tem : 

** The mode of supporting a school under the present system,'' he observes, 
»iaaa follows:" 
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''The Trustees employ a qtiftlified teftolier for 6tip«d«ted Wft^' AiUm 
olose of his term, thejr giye oim aq order iipoii the town strntiBtea^nt'lbr 
Itt^h portion of the pumic monej, te may iiAve been foioi hgr^the distM 
|h*'the term, or in case no rote bas been taken, for soefa portion ms ttef 
think proper. But in no case can the Tmstees legally draw lor morewMiajf 
than is dne the teacher at the date of ttie order. If uie public moacy la il«t 
luffident to pay the teacher's wages, the trustees proceed to make mil « 
rMe-bHl for tne rebidne, charging each parent or gtuutUan, amording te jtlM 
nomber of days' atte^danee of his children. Under the present uw, the 
trustees have power to exempt indigent persons, «nd the amotint eKeaapted 
It- a charge upon the district, and may be immecdately collected by tax, or 
added to any tax tiiereafter leried. After the rate-biU is oempleted, tUirty 
d^jrs' notice of its completion is given by the trustees, one of whom moft 

I be in attendance, on a cuiy and place appofaited in said notice, onoe a week 
for two successire weeks, to receive payment ; and^uring the whoie of the 
s^d thirty days any person may pay to either of the trustees, or to the 
teacher, tiie sum charged to him upon tiie rate-b3L At the ezpvalaoQ of 
the thirty days, if all &e persons named in the rate-bSll, have not Telnaitflri- 
ly paid, the trustees put it with their warrant, into the hands of tiie die- 
triet collector, who has the same authorityto collect it by levy add sale 
ft goods and ehattds, as a town oolleetor. The eolleotor is also aothoefaied 
to collect f^es, not only upon the money paid to him, bat opoii that ptttd 
voluntarily to the trustees and teacher, and he is allowed thirty days to 
make his return to the trustees. 

" A more troublesome er vexatious system coidd not wdl be defvised. • 

**A teacher having performed his e<mtraet, is yet oMiged, eiiless the 
trustees advance the money, to wait thirty, or sixty days mMi pay. Hie 
.first thirty days' delay under the notice is no advantage to any one. The 
time of the trustees is spent uselessly. 

"(N'othing is sained by paymeoit to the trustees. Is there «By other 
instance upon tne Statute l)(>ok in which legidation ocxnpels a man to 
wait flizty days for his wages after he has completed his woric t In the 
absenee of aqy contract, the wages of the laborer are due and payable, whea 
his work is done. In the case of the teacher, the payment or his wages is 
postponed for sixty days after his school is closed, for payment from tnaiteea 
eennot be enforced, until the time fixed by law for eo]ieetl<m has exph^. 

** A slight error in the apportionment of the rates, or in the legal ibnos of 
makii^ it, subjects the trustees to a suit by any one of whom a fSsw oenU 
may have been illegally collected ; and, unfortunately, there are not wvit- 
ing bx every town persons ready to avail themselves of such enxxv. 

** llie trustees can, if they choose, make out a tax for the amoant ef «i- 
emptioua, and the collector is bound to collect it for the trifling fees, opon a 
five, or ten dollar tax-list. 

** A law has been passed, authorising courts to deny costs to a plaintiff in 
a suit against the trustees, and also authoriainf boards of supervisors to 
order a tax to be assessed upon a district to renmd costs and expenses a- 
curred in suits by, or against them, on account of the dischargee of their 
official duties. — But tiie law allows them notiung for tiieir res^nsibUtty and 
labor, either in the discharge of their duties, or in the prosecution, or defiBiiee 
of suits. 

*" Now, a free school system may be devised that ehall relieve trustees 
from the duty of making out rate-bills, or tax-lists, in any ease and froniail 
Htigation arising therefrom, and whidi shall secure to tne'teaeh^ his pay 
. wheu his work is done. 

^ It may be made applicable only to the towns, requiring the eities, how- 
ever, to make their schools free, but leaving them to adopt such an orgaa- 
isation as shall be suited to their pecidiar wanta 

'Teachers complain of the rate-oill system, not only because it impropedy 
'WilMolds their wages, but because the trustees find great diffieid^ in ex- 
Mrdslng with fidelity, and at the same time satisfactorily the power Meseaip- 



ii6a.**r>WBiiU the t v f iMij of fth« ttt&-p*y6r » excited, the pride of'min of 
jMiderite Jdyeene ia eroaeed^eiMi theij fteB9e of lodepeadeDoe teroltft at bflinf 
eertified and put upon the record as indigent persons. 

<*'1he rate VU ^etem re<|aires eyery peraen to pay ia pvopovtieB to 'the 
atleiidiioee oi his ehildrea. How strong then is the Inducement of maar 
parents, to -wink at absence, and truancy, and how little are they iaeUaed 
tp^eeeoiid hy perental aulhorily the efiiuts of the teaeher to enforce pantttn- 
aJUty and reg^davity of attendanoe. The fact that the numbw ofehildMli 
attending sohooLless than four months, unifonnly exeeeds the number attoiid- 
iag* a longer time, iiimishes strong evidence for belieying that the late hiOl 
system is the principal cause of the irregular attendance ^ scholars. 

'^LetteiB have been addressed, to the Superintenctont from various parts 
of. the State, orginghimto recommend to the Legislature the free school 
aystem* and asauriag him that the people are ceady to suetain^ the LegtBlap 
lure.* 

" It ia urged by the opponents of the system that Uiose who have pivporty I 
are taxed to edneate theur own, as well a^ the children of the poor ; add ' 
that those who are blessed with property, but denied dnldren, are also obligid 
to contribate something for the education of the indigent Those who haT« 
omitted their duty, or are more fortunate than their neiffhbcMrs in thepoa- 
•eesion of property hare no reason to complain of the tri&^ burthen Wmch 
.good fortime miposes upon them. 

" Are property holders wronged or in|«red by this 93rstem ci taxation f 

*^ Propeiity is the creature of law. its o^nerbhip is regulated by han. 
firen the income of eome kinds of property is limited oy law. Human b4v^ 
are property in South Carolina ; and the taxes assessed upon them, and pakl 
eat of tne earnings of their labcnr, go to the support of free schools, while ia 
ihis state there can be ao property in man. 

^ Land is property, and in eiviUaed countries it eenstaitlites t he bidk of 
^all property ;- yet it k not pcopettj in the absence of law. What Idea 
"of property in land baa a Camanthe Indian, or a 08]mu<^ Tartar t To 
him the land is as free for his roaming, as the air for his breathuig;^or -tlM 
water for his drink. The wild Bedomn will guu*d as his own, his tcat^ hiii 
eamel, his wife ; but his laws are the keenness of his sotmetar, and the fleet- 
ness of his steed. 

** The seeurity of property is one of the parttmount objects of govemmeai; 
but how shall tnat security be attakued ? l^y the stem reattaints and crusii- 
iog force of Ubititary power ? 

" The eaEperience of the laBt year, in Europe and Amodoa, hae proven that 
there is greater security for persons and property,, in the general mtelfigenee 
and education of the people, than in an overawing soldiery. 

** Europe has been convulsed — cities have been the scenes of fearful -and 
mortal stri fe < fi i l ds have been laid waste by oontending armies-«rgotem- 
meats have been overthrown— devolution has followed revolution^Hitiesr- 
tainty and msecarily are stamped upon all- things^-^-poUtieal changes have 
been effected oiily by eivil wai* and coxnmotion. 

*^ The pe^)le of the United States have effected the choice of a Cttnef 
^Magistrate, Involvii^ a change in the policy of the government It was 
^accomplished in a day, with the ^eerful am peaceful acquiescence of the 
Union. 

" These ate the reaults of the intelligence and moral elevation of the Amer- 
ican people. 

^* lixere is a moral and intellectual power in the universal education of 
the peo{de which furnishes more abiding secmity for persons and prc^erly 
than disciplined armies. i 

■ Property must be taxed to support a soldiery. Why ^ould it not tixen 
eontrinute to a system of protection which may preclude the necessity ef 
armies? 

" Clime and pauperism are too often the results of ^(»tince. The detec- 
tion and punkhment of the one and the support of tlbe other, are mainly 
effected by the in^position of taxes upon property. 
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"^ l6 it not viM^ tlMii, to aetablidi a system of edocalioii, iDiiiY«rMil and 
•Msplete^ which may in a great measure, preTent the eomnisaionof erite 
and avoid the evils of pauperism f ** 

On the 26th of March, 1849, the legisUtm'e passed the ** Act ttUMiMt^ 
Prtt Schools throuj^uiut th^ State" Its prominent pronsionB were tfie foi- 
Wwing: 

Common schools in the several sehool districts in this state were dedarad 
free to all persons rending in the district over ^Te and nnder twenty-oqe 
yean of age. Persons not residents of a district were to he admitted ials 
the schools kept herein with the approbation in writing of the trasteee 
thereof or a majoritv of them. 

It was made the duty of the several boards of supervisors, at their annnal 
meetings, to cause to be levied and collected from their respective ooimtias, 
in the same manner as county taxes, a sum equal to the amount of state 
aehool moneys ' apportioned to such counties and to apportion the same 
among the towns and cities in the same manner as the moneys received from 
the State are apportioned. They were also to cause to be levied and e d laa 
ted from each of the towns in their respective counties, in the same maniNr 
as other town taxes, a sum equal to the amount of state school moneys a|v 
portioDed to said towns respeetivelj. 

The trustees of each s&ool district within thirty, and not less thtft 
fifteen days preceding the time for holding the annual district meeting m 
each year, were directed to prejmre an estimate of the amount of money 
necessary to be raised in the &triot for the ensuing year, for the paynunt 
of the debts and expenses to be incurred by the district for fuel, fiBrnitiire, 
aehool apparatus, repairs, and ipsurance of sehool house, contingent expenses, 
and teachers wa^es exclusive of the public monev and the money required by 
law to be raised by the counties and towns and the income of local lands, and 
to cause printed or written notices tiiereof to be posted for two weeks pre- 
Tious to said meeting, upon the school house door, and in three or more of 
the most public places in said district The trustees were directed to present 
aneh estimate to such meeting, and the voters present of full age residing 
in such school district and entitled to hold land in the state, who own or 
lease real property in such district, subject to taxation for school purposes, 
or who may have paid any district tax within two years preceding, or who 
own any personal property liable to be taxed for sdMol purposes in such 
district, exceeding fifty dollars in value, exclusive of such as is exempt 
from execution, and no others, were entitled to vote thereon for each it«m 
separately, and so much of said estimate as shall be approved by a majority 
of such voters present, was required to be levied and raised bv tax on said 
district, in the same manner as oUier district taxes are now by law levied 
and ooUected 

Whenever the voters of any district at their annual meeting refuse or 
neiriect to raise by tax a sum of monev, which added to the pubhe money, 
mat the motaev raised by county and towns will support a sehool in said 
district for at least four months in a year, keep the school house in proper 
repair and furnish the* necessary fixel, then it was made the duty of said 
trustees to repiui^e school house, purchase the necessarv fuel, and employ 
a teacher for four months, and the expense was direetea to be levied and 
^ collected in the manner above provided. 

JPree and gratuitous education was to be given to each pupQ, in each of 
thV common, public, ward and district schools in the respective cities of 
[ this State, now incoiporated or hereafbor to be incorporatea, inclu< ^'~ ~ 
! the schooU of the public school society in the city of .^ew York, accord 
to imy law now in force in said cities. And by each city, where such free 
and gratuitous education is not already established, laws and ordinances 
were without delay, to be passed, providing for, and scouring and sustaining 
the svetem in each of their common, public, ward or district schools. 

All laws and parts of laws inconsistent wiUi the provisions of the act, 
other than those relating to free schools in any cities in this state^ were 
repealed. , 
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^ 71m «l«eton of the Stale men to deUmine by ballot at the amiQal eloe* 
tion to be held in November following, whether thie act should or ahoidd 
not beeome a law. ^^ 

anuMority oftheyotee east were found to be against such law, 
the aet was to be null and T<Hd ; otherwise to take effect immediately. 

At tiie annual state election, hdd on the 6th of NoTcmber, the whole 
number of yotee cast for the New School Law was' 2i49^872« and the whole 
number against it 91,961, being a majority in its &Vor of 1 67,921. Four 



mi^rmeiBlntfs' favor,' cast in i^eT&auSmng fiKy-Jour counties was 168,181. 
Mr. HoaoAw was re-elected Secretary of state and Superintendent of Oom- 
mon Schools. 

Tlie following is a statement of the votes of the several counties, shovong 
the whole number of votes given, and the majorities in each for and against 
the aet: 



COUNTIES. 



Albany, 

Allegany...... 

Broome, .* 

Cattaraugus,. 

Cayuga, 

Chatauque,... 
Chennimg, .... 



For the New 
School Law. 



Agamst the 

New School 

Law. 



Clinton, 
Columlda,. 
Cortland,* 
-^Delaware,.. 
Dutefaese,.. 
Erie, 



Franklin, 

Fult<tt and Hamilton, . , 

Oenesee,. 

'^Greene, 

Herlmner, 

Jefferson,* . • • , 

Kings, 

Lewis, ^ 

Livingston,. 

'-'Ifadison, 

Ifonroe, 

Hontgoinery, 

New York, 

Niagara, 

Qn^da, 

Onondaga, 

Ontario, 

' Orange, 

Orleans, 

Oswego, 



8604 


1806 


8840 


1669 


2684 


1664 


4008 


1808 


6419 -1 


►- 8066 


4648 -^ 


' 2660 


2799 


812 


8079-- 


-- '3611 


2866 


747 


6476 


987 


1816 


926 


2789 - 


» 2668 


7606 


1279 


8800 


1642 


2688 


864 


1888 


460 


2270 - 


1188 


2768 A 


h 1264 


2986 : 


» 2140 


8898 


1461 


6997 - 


8812 


8649 


169 


1961 


1206 


8861 


1791 


8912 ^ 


•> 2268 


7641 


2828 


4222 


786 


21062 


1818 


2868 


1881 


8606 


2911 


7940 


2002 


4611 


1688 


4448 < 


2288 


2804 


1884 


6474 


' 2860 



Majority 
for. 



6798 
2171 
1080 
2700 
2878 
2098 
1987 



Muor 
ag^at. 



2108 
4489 

891 

120 
6827 
7268 
1779 
1878 
1187 
1604 

796 
1982 
2686 
8890 
. 766 
2060 
1644 
6218 
8487 
19789 

972 
4696 
6988 
2928 
2160 
1470 
8124 



• ••••*• 



••••••• 



482 



^Including the votee given for and against the ** Free School Law," and 
r aiad against the " School Law,** the majority againtt the law in thia 



lor a»d against 
county was 80 
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V 



COiri^TIES. 



For the New 
School Law^ 



Sy Oteego, 

Putnam, 

Queens, 

Rensselaef...... 

Riehmond, 

BoeUatid, 

St. Lawrence,. 

Saratoga, 

Sohenectady,.. 

Behoharie, 

Seneea, 

Steuben, 

SafibUk, 

SuUivan, 

Tioga, 

Tomptdns;^.... 
tJls'tef,/. ......... 

Warren, 

WadMngton,... 

Wayne, 

Westohester,... 

Wyoming, 

Yates, .......... 



LUUmX 



EH* 



4009 
1211 
2052 
T954 
14«1 
1111 

4749 

2804 
2751 
2799 
6714 
2479 
2421 
2343 
2459 
5688 
1708 
4109 
4277 
4554 
3000 
2480 



249,872 



Bf>$e: 



i-k; 



Agamat the 

New School 

Iiaw. 




4019 
277 

He 

^8 

22 

414 

2546 
2110 

804 
•2674 

886 
2821 

988 

499 

837 
8177 
1182 

679 
2298 
2619 

982 
1652 

829 



91,961 



294 
2266 
6276 
141S 

708 
2451 
2689 
2000 
77 
1918 
3898 
1541 
1922 
1606 



4506 
1029 
1811 
1668 
8JJ72 
1848 
1661 



168,181 



10 



• •■■•«• 



718 



t I.I i> 11^ 



,1240 



On the 10th of Dteefember, 184)9, Saicuxl S. Randall was re-aMioiaM 
Deputy Superintendeivt o( Common Schools, in the place of Mr. loHMOir, 
appointewi Deputy Secretary. 

Notwithstanding the almost unaDsuious Vote of the electors of the atate lA 
favor of the act of 18494t was met at the outset of its praAiical administratiafc 
j^^ Tiolent and wide spead hostititr. In nearly half the counties oi tl^ 
stateythe ' fioard oF'Supemsbfs faiba adjourned their sessions, belbrto tbi^ 
official annunciation of its adoption, «id cansequently without mating fph 
vision for the additional county tax required pr the second section. 1^ 
heavy deficiency of fonds thus oceaaicnea was left to be supplied by a distnot 
tax ; And the great iaeciaality in the taxable property of the several distrieli 
was severel;^ felt, and oofttdbitted to a very great extent, to render tho pead- 
tical operatidn of the aew law, burdensome and oppressive. Many of the 
heaviest tax payers had no direct interest in the aoiools ; and in genwel 
wherever they constituted a majority of the l^ffal voters of the diatrioi, iSkiif 
refused ell appropriatfons for the iiq>port <» the school beyond the Ibtr 
rmonths inquired by law. Peititioos lt>r a repeal or modification of the lair, 
were forwaided in great numbers from every section of the state : and a veff 
general di«flfaction existed towards the new system. 

By an act passed on the 30th of March, the sum of |260 was appsopriateA 
annually for three yeans to the Trustees of auch Academies as the Regents el 
the Univenity, should (fesignate for tliat purpose, on condition that at kaet 
twenty indhiduals in sneh AcademieB should be instructed in the scieitee of 
common school teactnaff for at least four months during each of said y«af9i 

On the firit day of JFanuarr, 1850, the Superintendent forwarded to ^ 
legislature hie annual report, by wlddi it appeared that the number of fA^fA 
districts in the state, was 11,191, the number of children between fiva*aiMl 
eixtecn 789,655 and the whole number of children tai|§^t duimg the yetff 
1648, 778,809. The recommendation to restore the office <tf oeunty Sbperiit^ 
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tiCMiilMit or to tfr^ftte tint of nwciinhlii dktxifit fliM[*«rigit aniirrnt warn *^»>^>» — h » -* 
nrged xtpon tli'e l^giafaitore, togetbtr vitb eeyeral other important modificatioo 
ojf the eiwtJTig iay. 

Borerai bifite ^erci brongfat forward in each branch of the lenslature* in ac- 
oordanee with these reoommendatioiia, aad with the objeet of remoyiag tb^ 
obnoadous features of the new law. Able reports were made by |lr. BsBioiAif 
of Kew York, Ghairman of the Literature Oomnuttee of iJie senate, aad by 
Jfr. K1NOB1.ET of Cortland firom a select Gonunittee of. the assembly, to whom 
the> Tmrious petitions for a repeal t)r modification of the law, were referred. 
He. BvxBpuGHs of Orleans, the Chairman of the Committee onedleges, acad^ 
mies and common sehoola, brought forwaid a bill, providing for the levying 
of a general state tax of $800,000 annual^, for the support of the sahoofa, in 
oomunetion with the annual revenue of the school fund 

Thaa bill passed the Assembly by a vot« of 70 in the affirmative to SO in 
ibe negalaye ; but no action was ha4 on it in the Senate. In th&t body a \ 
Ixill was introduced by Mr. Mann, of Oneida, refenring the question of re- I 
peal of.thew^f 1849, to the decision of the people at the ensuj^ election, 
which' passeilthe Saiate, and received the assent of the House, after mid^ 
night of the last day of the session. 

T he fri ends o f Free Schools^ . after the mostv strenuous and p^raesering ^ 
thoug!rtSeffeetittd~eff[>rt8 to obtain such amendiil^nts or modification of the 
law as might render its provisionB gen^rall^ acceptable, determined, under 
these ciroumstancesi to oppose its uncondit]ona^j[fipeaL They united, with 
great unanimity, in the eall for a StaTcr<€leiivention at Syracuse, which was 
held on the 10th day of JuIt, the Superintendent of Common Schools, Mr. 
Morgan, presiding ; at wluob, resolutions were adopted in favor of the nrin- I 
dple of Free Schools, and recommending the friends of education generally ^ 
throughout the Sta^ to oppose the repeal of the existing law with the view 
of amending and Q^fectmg its details. An animated and vigorous cauTass 
ensued — ^the opponents of the law insisting upon its unconditional repeal, with- 
out re^d to tne principle involved, and tne friends of Free Schools, while 
eoBcedmg to the fullest extent the objections uiged against the existing law, 
iniistine upon its retention on the Statute book, for Uie sake of that princi-* 
ploj and pledging themselvis to unite witikita^pponents in such amencments 
aad modifications of the law itself, as public o{)imon should demand, and the 
beet interests of education require. So obnoxious, howeyer, were the main 
features of the law to the inhabitants of the several districts generally, that 
an aggregate BSMority of 46,8'74 was obtained, at the annual eleotion in the 
fall of 1860, in &rty-two of the fifty-nine counties of the State, in &Tor of 
ita repeal In the remaining seventeen counties^ including the City And 
County of New York, the aggregate majority against repeal amounted to 
71,012. The whole numbev of votes cast on this question (exclusive of im- 
perfect and scattering ballots) was 898,654; of which 184,308 were given 
for, and 209,846 against the repeal of the law ; leaving a majority of 26,088 
against such repeal 

The following Statement of the vote in the several Counties of the State, 
for and against the Repeal of the Free School Law, is derived from the offi- 
cial returns to the Secretary of State's Office : 



COUKTIEa 



Albany, 

Allegany, .... 

Broome, 

G^ttaraugue, 

Cayuga, 

Chautauque, 
Chemung, ... 
Chenango, ... 



!^or Reipeal 
of the new 
School Law 



8810 
3787 
3021 
3176 
3689 
4724 
2316 
4829 



•H- 



net 
of the new 
Scho<^ Law. 



kepeal 



8582 
2161 
1846 
2196 
8409 
3094 
213.5 
2858 



Majority 

for 
Repeal. 



1626 
176 
»79 
280 

1630 
180 

2470 



jkajority 
againetj 
Repeal. , 

5272 



1/ / 



/ 






78 



For RepeaT 

t the Dew 

School Law 



B» 



OOUKTIKS. 



diQtoa, ^ 

GoinmUa, 

CorUaad, a.. 

Delaware, 

Dutdieee, 

Erie, 

Essex,.... 

FnuikliD, 

Fulton A Hamilton, 

Greene, ..* 

Herkimer, 

Jefferson, 

King«s 

Lewis, 

Liringston 

Madison, 

Monr>iA, 

Montgomery, 

Kew York, 

Niagara, 

Oneida, 

Onondaga, 

Ontario, 

Orftn.«^e 

Orleans. 

Oswego, , 

Otsego, 

Patnain, 

Queens.. 

Rensselaer, 

Richmond, 

Rooklnnd, 

St. Lawrence,. 

Saratoga 

Sclientifit4\dy 

Sohoharie, 

Senera 

Steuben, ^ 

Suffolk 

Sullivan,.. 

Tiiiga 

Tompkins, 

Ulster, 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Wi^tchester^ 

Wydmiiig 

Yates 



184S08 



Against Repeal 

of the new 

School Law. 



1968 


1898 


2566 


4894 


8150 


1168 


4068 


2040 


2841 


6764 


46T2 


6415 


2188 


1559 


1664 


1221 


2510 


1687 


2880 


1698 


8217 


1847 


8588 


, 8088 


6064 


8958 


1060 


11186 


1709 


455 


8599 


2548 


8896 


8254 


51199 


5031 


2268 


8295 


987 


88816 


8461 


2169 


7414 


6517 


4667 


6583 


8712 


2970 


4188 


8274 


2885 


1528 


4241 


8770 


8816 


2096 


846 


959 


1542 


2050 


3370 


7176 


851 


1212 


826 


948 


4628 


8549 


4211 


8077 


1865 


1417 


4159 


1611 


1810 


2113 


6377 


4016 


2252 


1884 


1748 


1475 


2784 


1130 


4441 


1924 


8826 


4068 


1806 


llt»2 


3726 


2718 


4742 


26"6 


2164 


4436 


3155 


1610 


2186 


1525 



209316 



Miyofity 

for 
Repeal 

70 

1997 
2028 



579 

448 

978 

1182 

1879 

50 

2106 

964 

1051 

642 

68 



1292 
897 

742 
9<t9 

1312 
471 

1720 



1069 
1134 

2648 

1361 

368 

273 
1654 , 
2617 • 

704 

1008 
2137 

1546 
661 



46874 



R^pedL 



I •• •••••• • • • 



89U 

174S 



10076 



1042 

8782T 



1926 



114 
508 
8806^ 
861 
112 



62 



803 



287 



2272 



71912 



Msiiority against repeitf;*iS5,088. 

In his annual message at the opening of the Legialatore of 1851, CbYeraor 
Huwr thus adverted to tlie subject : 
•*T1ie opermtiona of the act of 1849, cetablishiqg firae Mhoola» hare not 
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CMlvMd all tke bencAoial efieota, nor imparted tbe inoxml eati8f«oti<m aa- 
ipatod ISy th« friends of the meMore. It hae been the polio;]^ of oor State 
from an early period, io promote the eause of popular eduoation^ bj liberal 
■ad eoligfatened^egiBlatioii. A munificent fund created by a series of mea- 
•ores^ all aiming at the same great result, has been dedicated by the Oonsti- 
totion to the support of common sohoob, and the annual dividoid from this 
•oaroe "wiVL ghuiually increase. The dntj^ of the State to proyide such means 
and facilities as will extend to all its children the bleesinp^ of education, and 
eepe^ally to confer upon the poor and unfortunate -a participation in the ben- 
ems of our common schools, is a principle which has been fuUy reoognized 
and long acted upon -by the Legislature and the people. \ 

'"The Toto of 1849, in fayor of the free school taw, and the more recent 
vote by a reduced majority against its repeal; ou^ht doubtless to be re^rded 
as a re-affirmation of this important priuciple, but not of tlie provisiuns of 
the jbill, leaving it incumbent upon Uie Legi^latuie, in the exeici^e of a sound 
discretion, to make such enactiuents as will accouipiibh the general design, 
without injustice to any of our citizens. An essvntial change was made hr \ 
the law under consideration, in impo&ing the entiie burthen of Ihe f-clioofs ^ 
upon property, in the form of n tax, t\ iihout refeience to the direct benefits 
derived bjtbe tax payer. Tlie' provi^i^^ii^ of the act for carrying this 
plan into effect, Lave produced oppressive inequalities and luud com- 
plaints. 

" In some districts the discontent and strife attendant upon these evils, 
have (listurbt'd the li^rmony of society. Au enrnest efiFort ehould be uinde 
to reconcile differcnrca of opimon, to remedy tlie grievances arising from the 
imperfect operation of the law, and to oqiializo the freight of taxation by 
such principles of justice and equity as will ensure popular sanction. Tlie 
aucecss of our schiiols niu<:t depend, in n great degree, upon the united coun- 
eels and friendly co-opcnitioa of tlie people in each small community compo- 
mn^ a district, and ntithia;^ can be more injurious to the system of conunon 
■cliool education than feuds and contentions among those v«no are responsible 
fyr its healthful nctic^n and prcsrrvaticn. 

" It cannot be doubted that all property, estates, whether large or small, 
will derive irnporbuit advamtsiges from the universal education of the peo- 
ple. A well conridercd system, which eh:dl ensure to the children of all, the 
be^sings of moral and intellectual culture, will plant foundations broac iV.d 
deep, f«»r public and private virtue; and its effects will be Fccn in the iTirni- 
nntioa of vice and crime, the mtjrc general practice cf indiistrj, alii-ly 
ftndintvgrifc}', consi-rvative end cnlij^htcned Iv^islaticn and univcreai oV,e U- 
cncc to the laws. In such :i coniniunitv the ri TflitP of property are stable, and 
tl'C 'sontributiims imposed en i* are aireentiatly lightened. But I entertain a 
firm couvicti.n that the present !.»w requires a fiorjifth revision, and that an 
entire change in the nu>d«' % . asFCSPment v- indis cr.saWc." 

On the 7th i*f Jftuuar;-. iSol. Mr. Mnac^N iransmit'ed to the Legislature 
bis thiri nnitual report as JSu^v rnt a- lent, fnnrr which it cppeara ih t the 
-tirhole iiumber of di^^tricts in the btate wa<» 1 1,;{9T; the numi»er of ehildren 
between five and sixteen, on the 3 Ist of December, 1F49. 735,188; and tho 
numltcr of children taught <luring the preceding year in the cc\ oral common 
Bcho(»ls of the St«ite. 794 500 — being an excess of 69,81*2 over the number 
between the ages of five and sixteen, and of 16,' 91 over the whole number 
previously taught Tlie entire expiiiiliturc for school puipoees, duiing the 
year rep<irted. wjis $ 1 ,760,^)68 24. The mnnbcr of volumes in the ee vend 
clijttiict libraiicti waR about l,5(>0,n00. The Superintendent again urged upon 
the Legislature the importance of a more thorough and effici ut local super- 
▼i-ion. thrcmgh the agency of a County or Assembly District Superintendent; 
allndiHi to the in6reased UAcfulness and flourishing pra<^pects of the Normal 
ch f ( 7i ii wliich, in aiidition to the usual cour^-e of instruction, a limitod 
nmnber of Indian youth had been received ns pupils during the preceding 
year ; und concluded by strongly urging iipoit the attention of the legislature 
the ezpedieney and neceaaity of Bvm an amendment of tlie esdaliDg lav, ea- 
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iabliabioff Fr«e Soboole througbout the Staie^ as was d^numded bn^ an «iir 
httj^wS puUic Mzttimeot. *''^e history of the p«8t y«ac," h» obMrvee^ 
^'in refereiLce to this great enterprise, has-been one of miogled triumph woA 
diaaster, The principle incorporated in the ' Aet for the egtAbl?fthii><ytt of 
Free Sebools throughout the State' has been again subjected to the test ol 
pubUo opinion. In their almost unanimous ajj^oval of that prineijfle m iih% 
caai'^asa of 1849, the electors very generally overlooked the ^leciac details 
of the bill submitted to Uieir sanction, confiding in the disposition of. tha 
Legislature to modify such of its features ^a might be practically objeatioii- 
able. Serious obstacles to the successful operation of the law- prese»ta4 
themselves almost upon the threshold of its administration. The boards oi 
supervisors in more than one-half of the counties of the State had adjourned 
their annual sessions before the act took effect, wjithout making the apfnro- 
priations required by its provisions, leaving the several school districts to 
sustain a most unequal and oppressive burden of taxation for the suppcnrt <^ 
their schools. 

*^ Inequalities in the valuations of taxable property contributed, in many 
lo<^ties, greatly to ag^avate this burden, and a spirit of opposition to tha 
new law, inflamed by its determined opponents, manifestea itself at the 
primary district meetings, and too often resulted in the entire rejection of 
the estimates prepared by the trustees, and the limitation of the term of 
school to the lowest possible period authorized by law. Appeals were as- 
siduously made* to tne cupioity of the heavy tax-payers — ^d^ir interests 
sought to be arrayed agjainst that of their less iavored l»rethren, and agaiaflt 
the mterests of their children ; their passions stimulated by the real inequal- 
ities«as well as fancied injustice of tiie burdens imposed by^ the new la^ 
"were readilv enlisted against every attempt to carry it into operation, l^a- 
merous petitions were sent to the Legislature^ praymg for its repeal, or for 
such amendments .as might render it more genei;^y acceptable. 

" It was obvious that the law was liable to just and serious objections, and 
it did not meet with that general a^^roval which was necessary to ensure its 
success. Under these drcumstances, the friends of the new system wens 
among the first to concede the defects of the bill, and while urging the pre6> 
ervation of the fundamental principle which it involved, were axixiously so- 
licitous so to modify, the details of the measure, as to obviate all its obnoxiot|a 
features. At their suggestion and with their «o-operation, bills were introdtt* 
ced^ into both branches of the L^islature$ providmg for a general and equit- 
able system of State or county taxation, for the purpose of rendering thre 
common schools free to all, dispensing with the necessity of a district assess- 
ment, out of which the principal embarrassment had originated. In the As- 
sembly, the measures thus proposed were approved by a large majority ; the 
Senate did not concut in the action of the House, but sent to the House a 
bill proposing are-submission of the law to the people. At the close of tl^ 
session, and when it became evident that no modineatiim of the obnoxious 
law could be obtained, this bill received the assent of the House. 

*' By the adoption of this measure, the friends of free schools found th^a- 
fidves in a very embarassing position; they were compelled either to give their 
votes and influence in favor of the continuance of a law, some of the distine- 
tive feature of which were at variance both with their wishes and judgment, 
or, by sanctioniiu; its repeal, hazard the principle which had been deliberate- 
ly adopted by the Legislature, and approved by the emphatic expression <^f 
the puolic wuL The issue thus presented could not fail of being greatly mis- 
apprehended While the electors secured the renewed triumph of the ynxk- 
eiple involved, there can be no doubt that thousands of votes were cast for 
the repeal of the law, by citizens who desired only its amendment) and wj^ 
would have recorded their suffi*ages in favor of a system of free-schools pro- 
perly guarded, had the form of the ballot permitted them to do so. 

" It(f emains then for the L^slature to give efficacy to this renewed ex- 
pression of the popular will, hj the emv^ent of a law whioh| shall defifUitiv^ 
ly engpraft, the free school principle upon our existing syst«n of jnriiDary 
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■^neatioD, and at the same time remore all juat cause of oomelaiiit ae to the 
inequality of taxation. District taxation has been found to oe unjust, un- 
equal and oppressive. It should therefore at once be abandoned, so far as 
the ordinary support of the schools is concerned. The funds necessary for 
payment of teachers' wages, in addition to the amoiint received from the 
State Treasury, should be provided either by a State tax equitably levied on. 
real and personal property according to a fixed and uniform yaluation, br 
a county and town tax, levied and assessed in the same manner, or by sueh 
a combination of these three modes as might be deemed most expe- 
dient and judicious. 

" The common schools of the State should be declared free to every resi> 
dent of the respective districts, of the proper age to participate in their 
benefits ; and tneir support should be made a charge upon the whole pro- 
perty, either of the state at large, or of the respective counties and towns 
in which they are situated. 

** The bill which passed the Assembly at its last session, provided for the 
levying of an annual tax of |800,000 on the real and personal property of 
the state according to the assessed valuation of such property, and for the 
distribution of the aggregate amount so to be raised, among the several 
counties and towns of the state, according to the number of children, 
of proper school age, residing in each. This sum, together with the amount 
annually apportioned from the revenue of the common school fund, would^ 
it was supposed, be sufficient for the support of the several schools of 
the state,during an average period of eight months in each year. The whole 
amount expended for teachers' Wages, during -the year 1849, was $1,322»- 
696 24, to which is to be added an aggregate amount of $110,000 for 
libraiy purposes, making in the whole $1,432,696 24. The superintendent^ 
however, entertains no aoubt that the amount proposed to be raised by the 
bill referred to, in conjunction with the State appropriation, the revenue 
for which is rapidly and steadily increasing, will be amply adequate to 
the payment of teachers' wages for the average length of time during which 
the schools have heretofore been taught, and to the annual and adequate 
replenishment of the libraries and necessary apparatus in the schools. 

" Under the present defectively administered system of assessment, how- 
ever, such a tax will operate very unequally in difierent sections of the 
State, The standard of valuation, both of real and personal property, varies, 
as is well known, in neajly every county of the State ; while in some it is 
estimated at its fair and market value, in others it is assessed at three- 
fourths, two-thirds and sometimes as low as one-half its actual value. If, 
therefore the existing standai'd of valuation is to be made the basis of the 
apportionment of the proposed tax, it is manifest that a very unjust and 
oppressive burden will be cast upon those counties where the assessment is 
in strict accordance with the provisions of law, for the benefit of those 
sections in which its requirements are evaded by an arbitrary standard of 
yaluation. 

" The distribution of monej when raised, serves likewise to render this 
disproportion still more manifest, that being based upon the population ac- 
cording to the last preceding census of the respective counties." 

" Should the legislature deem it expedient to charge the annual support 
of the schools, over and above the revenue of the school fund, upon the 
taxable property of the State, and to retain the existing mode of aistribu- 
tion, the necessity of devising some mode by which the standard of valua- 
tion should be as nearly as practicable uniform thoughout the state, will be 
apparent. If this can be accompliiahed, or if the distribution of the funds 
raised were directed to be made upon the same basis with the apportion- . 
ment of the tax, there can be no doubt4n the judgment of the Superintendent, 
that a state tax for the support of our common schools will prove the 
simplest, most efficient and beneficial mode of providing for the object in. 
view : the establishment and maintenance of a system of , free school ednoa- 
tion, in accordance with the expressed wishes of tne inhabitants of the State. 

6 
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" If, iMyweTer, tUs were found impraetieable, the nmt result mwf..^ 
ciMided^bv' requiriiig the board of stmefyiBors of e9oh eoimty 6f Hie ^VfAs 
to noM^t^e me amotint apportioned to the coonly, a6 a county tax, and 
Ufry an eJnal amount as a town tax, in the mode prescribed by the exi^t- 
huf law, imoh requires only an e^^ual amount to be levied as a eounty and 
t«wn tax' revpectiyely. This provision would simply increase the^ amount 
of eohbol money now by law required to be raised^ one-tiiird, while it wb^d 
entirely dispense with district taxation, for the current support of the sehools. 
I^eouuities in Ihe standard of valuation adopted by the respective counties, 
wotud in ^s case prove unjust and burdensome to none ; as the existing law 
bae made complete provision for the adjustment of such inequalities in tJM 
ease of joint dislaricts formed from parts of two or more counties or towx^ 
The whole axnount of taxable property of geach county would contriblite 
in equal and fkir ^eporti<ais to tne support of the schools located in its 
terntory ; and the angry dissensions growing out of the necessity of dis- 
trict taxation, the fruitral source of nearly all the opposition which has been 
BUide to^e existing law, would be averted. 

** In i^portioning the public money, and the money raised by a county or 
State tax among the sevml School districts, the Superintendent is of opin- 
ion that some more effectual provision than now exists, should be made for 
the snudlcr and weaker districts, u|pon whom the burden of supporting a 
sehool for any considerable length of time during the year, is pecuUaiiy 
oppreesive. If a specified amount, say for instance fifty dollars, were re- 
qoired to be apportioned to every duly organized district whose report for 
the preceding year shall be found in accordance with law, leaving the oaliinoe 
to be apportioned according to the number of children between the ages pf 
four ana twenty-one years residing in the district, the necessary encour- 
i^gement would be afforded to every dUtrict, however limited its means, or 
however sparse its population, while ample resources would be left for larger 
and more populous districts. The several districts being thus furnish^ 
with adequate funds for the maintenance of efficient schools during fin 
average period of eight months in each year, the trustees should be peremj^ 
tcoily required to expend the moneys tnus placed at their disposal, in the 
employment of suitably qualified teachers fpr such a length of time as those 
means may justify. 

''Such an arrangement would, it is believed, prove almost universally ee- 
oeptaUle to the people of the State. The principle involved has repeatedly 
received the sanction of public sentiment. It is in accordance with the 
enlightened spirit of the age. It is the only system compatible with the 
gemus and spirit of our republican institutions. It is not a novelty, now 
for the first time sought to be engrafted upon our legislation, but a princi- 
rjle recognized and carried into practical operation in our sister State of 
liassaehusetts from the earliest period of its colonial history — ^indentified 
with her greatness and prosperity, her influetice and her Wealth, and trana- 
jflanted from her soil to that of some of the younger States of the Unioo. 

** In each of our own cities, and in many of our larger villages, it htm 
been established and successfiilly sustained by the eenertd approval of theii 
eitizens, and wherever it has obtained a foothold it nas never been abandon- 
ed. It is only requisite to adjust the details of the system equitably and 
fii^ly, to commend it to the approbation of every good citizen as the noUeet 
palladium and most effectual support of our free institutions. 

** The existing law has excited a degree of opposition which was not an- 
tieipated, but it is believed that it has grown out of the defects of the law» . 
ndtier than fi'om any prevailing hostility to the principle of free schools^ 

*'.No law can be successfully and prosperously admmistered under oipr 
l^vemment, which does not receive the general approval of the people. It 
IS the earnest desire, therefore, of the Superintendent, that the preset 1a^. 
should be so amended as to produce greater equality — to remove all re^sipn- 
able ground of eom|)laint, and tO render our great syiptem pf (^uoativnij^^ 
effident iand na^^ 
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*Mk6 id«ft:Of ^v«ra|»l edpiBatMW^ is. t^ grapd eeotr^l i<l!^ P^ the 
U^(M» tj^9 broad ^isd «9ni]n*eh6iiiive basia, aU the ei^perienee of t]jue paat, |jp 
tiM ^ro^diDg ifibeDOBjL^iia pf the preaent, and all our hopes and afiparati^cHa|». 
§Bg the idtttre, mi|Bt r«»t Our lor^fath^B have trapsmitted to us a «ol^lifti]|- 
harltan<se of national, intdleetual, moral and religious freedom. The^ .h%¥/a 
ecnfided our destiny as a peo])^ to our own hands. Upon our indiYiduiI 
and QQ&bined inteUigenoe, Tirtueand patriotism, rests the solution of the 
gr^at problem of self-goverzunent. We should be untrue to oursielyes, ynr 
tiiie to the cause of liberty, of eiviUzation and humanity, if we negleete4. 
the assiduous cultivation of those means, by which alone we can secure the 
iCftUaaitiotf of the hope9 we have excited. Those means are the tmivwM^ 
i!$u€iUwn of omr fuitwte cUizenty without discrixnination or distinjetioii. 
Wberever in our midst a human being exists, with capacities and facul^ea 
tohe dev^oped, improved, cultivated and directed, the avenues of hnowV 
edge should DC freely opened, and every Siuiility afforded to their unrestrict-^ 
4d entarance. Ignorance should no more be countenanced than vice and 
crime. The one leads almost inevitably to the other. Banish ignorance, 
and in its stead introduce mtelligence, sci^ce, knowledge and increasing 
wisdom and enlightenment, and you remove, in most cases, all those incenr' 
tlves to idleness, vice and crime, which now produce such a frightful bar- 
TiS^ of retribution, misery and wretchedness. Educate every child, ' to the 
top pf his faculties,' and you not only secure the community against the 
depredations of the ignorant and the criminal, but you bestow upon it, in- 
stead, productive artisans, |«ood citizens, upright jurors and magistrates, en- 
Ughtedt»d statesmen, scientific discoverers and inventors, and the dispensers 
of A pertading influexice in favor of honesty, virtue and true goodneas. 
Educate every child physieally, morally and intellectually, from t£e age fif 
foQr to twenty-one, apd ma^y of your prisons, peniteatianes and alms-hous- 
(^ will be c(mverted into sc^iools of industry and , temples of science, and 
th^ imtneiMe amount now eoptribu(ed for their mainienance and suppojrt 
will be diverted into far more profitable channels. Educate every chihi^ 
ncut superficially — not partially-^but thoroughly-~-deTelope eaually imd 
hefdihfwly every faculty of his nature— every capability of his being— -and 
jou infuse anew and invigoratiii^ elem^t into the very life blood of civiU- 
aation — an element which will diffuse itself throughout every vein and art^ 
rf of the social and political system, purifying, strengthening and regenera- 
tmg all its impulses, elevating its aspirations, and clothing it with a power 
eqi^ to every demand upon its vast energies and resources. 

** These are some of the results which must follow in the train of a wis^ 
miltiured and judiciously organised system of universal education. They 
are not imaginary, but sober Inductions from well authenticated facts*- de- 
liberate conclusions from established principles, sanctioned by the coneuro 
rent testimony of experienced educators and eminent statesmen and phi- 
lanthropists. If names are needed to enforce the lesson they te^h, these 
of Washington, and franklin, and Hamilton, and Jefferson and Clinton, with 
a long array of patriots and statesmen, may be cited. If facts are required 
to illustrate the connection between ignorance and crime, let the official re- 
turn of convictions in the several courts of the State for the last ten years 
be examined, and their instructive lessons be heeded. Out of nearly 28,0<)0 
persons convicted of crime, but 128 had enjoyed the benefits of a goodoom." 
mtm school education ; 414 only had what the returning officers characteriaf 
as a ' tolerable' share of leanUng ; and of the residue, about one-half only 
fon)d either read or write. Let similar statistics be gathered from th(» 
wretched inmates of our poot house establishments, and similar reaolta 
^ouid undoubtedly be developed. Is it not, therefore, incomparably bi^tiker, 
as a mere prudential question of political ecimomy, to proviqe ample metam 
for the education of the whole community, and to bring those means withiia 
ihe reach of every child, than to impose a much larger Ux for the proteetyn 
4it tbat oommupity against the d^edations of the ignorant, the idle apdi 
f)U vioioiia, and. ler the suj^rt ^.the iviba^ile, the thcmghlleM aod. ifkln^- 
yeralef ' 
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** Eferj consideration connected with the present and fature welftre of 
the community— every dictate of an enlightened humanity— every impolse 
€fi an enUrg^ and comprehensive spirit of philanthropy, combine in nvor 
of this great principle. Public sentmient has declared in its fitvor. The 
new States whidi, within the past few years, have been added to the Ooq- 
federacy, have adopted it as the basis of their system of public instruetiooi; 
and the older States, as one by one they are reconstructing their fundamen- 
tal laws and constitutions, are engrafting the same principle upon their in-* 
•titutions. Shall New York, in this noble enterprise of education, retrace 
her steps f Shall she disappoint the high hopes and expectations she has 
excited, by receding from the advanced position she now occupies in the van 
of educational improvement f Her past career, in all those elements which 
go to make up the essential wealth and greatness of a people, has been one 
of progress and uninterrupted expansion. Her tar-seeing le^slators and 
statesmen, uninfluenced by the skepticism of the timid, the ignorant and 
the faithless, and unawed by the denunciations of the hostile, prosecuted 
that great work of internal improvement which will forever illustrate the 
pride and glory of her political history. The rich results of the experiment 
thus boldly ventured upon have vindicated their wisdom. Is the develop- 
ment of the intellectual and moral resources of her millions of future citi- 
eens an object of less interest, demanding a less devoted consecration of the 
energies of her people, and worthy of a less firm and uncompromising per- 
severance ? 

** Disregarding the feelings of the present hour, and looking only to the 
future, will the conscioushess of having laid the foundation for the universal 
education of our people be a less pleasing subject of contemplation than 
that of having aided in replenishing the coffers of their wealth ? 

" In conclusion, the Superintendent caanot feel that he has fully met the 
responsibility devolved upon him by his official relations to the schools of 
the ^tate, were he to fail in again urging upon the Legislature the definite 
adoption of this beneficent measure. Let its details be so adjusted as to 
bear equally upon all, oppressively upon none. Let every discordant ele- 
ment of strife and passion be removed from the councils of the districts, let 
the necessary assessment for the great object in view be diffused over the 
vast aggregate of the wealth and property of the State. Then let teachers, 
W;orthy of the name, teachers intellectually and morally qualified for the 
discharge of their high and responsible duties, dispense tne benefits and 
riches of education, equally and impartially, to the eight hundred thousand 
children who annually congregate within the district school room. 

" The children of the rich and the poor, the high and the low, the native 
and the foreigner, will then participate alike in the inexhaustible treasures 
of intellect, they will commence their career upon a footing of equality, un- 
der the fostering guardianship of the State, and will gradually ri{)en into 
enlightened and useful citizens, prepared for all the varied duties of life, 
and for the full enjoyment of all the olessings incident to humanity." 

Numerolis petitions were forwarded to the legislature from different sec- 
tions of the state, for the repeal or amendment of the act of 1849. On the 
($th day of February, Mr. T. H. Benedict, of Westchester, from the majority 
of the Assembly committee on colleges, academies and common schools, pre- 
sented an elaborate and able report, accompanied by a bill " to establish 
Free Schools throughout the State." This bill declared common schools 
free to every child between the ages of five and twenty-one years ; direeted 
the levying of an annual state tax of $800,000 for their support, in addition 
to the funds already provided by the constitution ; and provided for any 
balance that might be necessary for the payment of teachers' wages by a 

S>11 tax to be levied by the trustees on the inhabitants of the respective 
striots. Mr. BuaaouOHS, of Orleans from the minority of the committee, 
reported a \A\l entitled '* An act in relation to Common Schools," directing 
the sum of $800,000 to be annually levied by a state tax, one-fourth of 
the avails of whi6h together with one-fourth of aU otiber monies applicable 
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to ih« gupport of common schools was directed to be equally divided among 
the Bererat school districts, and the residue to be apportioned , according to 
'^be number of children residing in each between the ages of fiye and twenty- 
one ; and any balance requisite to be raised by rate buL 

After a protracted discussion of several weeks the bill entitled " An aoi 
TO MTABUSH FasB S0HOOL8 THROUOHOUT THX State,** was passcd by a Yote 
of 72 to 21. By this act the several common schools of the state was de- 
elared free to all persons residing in the several districts over five and 
mder twenty-one years of age, as thereinafter provided ; an annual state tax 
of $800,000 was directed to be levied for tiieir support, ane-third of which 
and of all other monies applicahle to the support of commcm schools, was 
directed to be equally diviaed among the several districts, and the residue 
to be apportioned according to the number of children between the ages 
of ^ve ana twenty-one ; and any balance required for the payment of teachr 
ers* wages, to be provided for by a rate-bill, exempting all indigent persons. 
All property exempt by law from levy and sale on execution was declared 
to be exempt from the operation of the collectors warrant, on such rate 
l»lls. On the 10th of A]»il, this bill passed the Senate without amend- 
ment, by a vote of 22 to 4, and on the 12th of April, was signed by the 
Governor and became a law. 

Among those who by their exertions and influence, contributed materially 
to the fmX establishment and recognition of the Free School principle, and its 
incorporation as a fundamental portion of our Conunon School System, we 
may be permitted without disparagement to others less prominently connected 
wiw this important movement, to enumerate Governors Sbwasd and Hunt, 
Superintendents Younq, Bsnton and MoaoAN, James W. Bsekman, Hoeacs 
Gbeblxt and Henby J. Raymond of New York ; Thomas Leogxtt, Jr. of 
Queens ; Hon. Franklin Tuthill of Suffolk, A. W. jLiecmiett, Caleb Rosoos 
and Theodore H. Benedict of Westchester : Alexander G. Johnson, Henkt 
B. Haswell, John 0. Cole, Franklin Townbbnd, John V. L. Pruyn, Brad- 
ford R. Wood, Rev. Henry Mandeville, Friend Humphrey, J. N. T. Tucker, 
J. W. BuLKLEY and William F. Phelps of Albany, Gen. John E. Wool, Prof. 
Baseman and Grorge M. Tibbitts of Rensselaer ; John Bowdish of Mont- 
gomery ; Halsby R. Wing of Warren ; William L. Crandall, editor of the 
Free o<^uk>1 Clarion ; Harvey Baldwin, Charlbs B. Sedgwick, Rev. Samuel 
J. Kay, E. W. Curtis, Benjamin Cowlbs, and the members of the Teachers 
Association of Oncmdaga ; 0. B. Pibroe, of Oneida ; Dr. John Miller, Samuei. 
Bw WooLwoRTH and Lewis Eingsley of Cortland ; Alanson Holley of Wy- 
oming ; Gen. W. S. Hubbell and David McMaster of Steuben ; Caleb Lyoit 
of Lewis ; Dr. H. D. Didama of Seneca; Salem Town of Cayuga ; Jabez D. 
Hammoi^ of Otsego ; President XiTorr of Union College ; 0. G. Steems and 
Messrn Starr & Rige of Erie *, Silas M. Buroughs of Orleans ; 0. Arohxb 
of Wayne and Charles R. Coburn of Tioga. There were numerous other 
active and influential friends of education, in diflierent sections of the state, 
whose services and exertions in behalf of this great measure, are none the 
less appreciated, although the limited space at our disposal does not permit 
hb to give their names in this connection. 

GENERAL OUTLINES OF THE SYSTEM. 

The entire territory of the state, comprising, ^Eclustvely of the waters of 
the great lakes, an area of 45,658 square miles has been subdivided into 
about eleven thousand and* four hundred school districts, averaging some- 
what more than four square miles each — seldom, in the rural districts, vary- 
ing materially from this average — and bringing the remotest inhabitants 
of the respective districts withm a little more than one mile of the school 
house. 

Common schools in the several districts of the state are free to all resi- 
dents of iJiie districts between the ages of four and twenty-one years, and non- 
reddents of the district may be wlndtted into the school of any district 
with the written consent of the trustees. 



Cv«rr'iflal6 p«!^ of this 11^ oCt^cAtr-oi^ 
tii 'idiy flch^l Wtndt, (iiiclti^ sUi^ entitled by law to Wd f«fed ««tM^ 
•lrfi6' otyiit/ oi* liirw i^dfl proJEwHf in sndi <fi«trict eubjecfc to tas^itSoA itar 
■ohool.puposeB, or TfKo ' i^ a'le^ Vot^r at totm meetmeis, and is the oi^wr 
ot'pdrfibnfu' prol^ertV" liaHe to tiixatiou in tHe distriet for sclxool -pvrpmM, 
mb^dhiR^y d(fflara in ralue, 'bettMd such as is esratnpt from exMHi^it 
is^tMed'to Yotd at any sciiool diJttict Mee^ng held In suelt dieftridft. 

An annnal me<efting of the in^iabittcntii of each district eirtitled t» ^^ 
therein, is to be held, afbisr the fh*8t oreanizatioii of the district, at ihd tuns 
and place designated at the first and at each subsequent meeting ; and 
4>^ial meetings are to be held whenever called by the txHistees. 

Wh6n Iq^ally assembled in any district meeting, the inhabitants of <*A 
district, so entitled to vote, are authorized by a majority of the votes of l^os* 
l^res^t, either by ballot or otherwise as they may dctemrihe, to ohotote 
three trustees, a district clerk, collector, and linrarian. The trustees Aosen 
at th<^ first legal meeting of the district, are to be divided by lot into thr^ 
^la^ses, and the term of office of the first is to b6one year; of the seoon^ 
two, and of Ihe third,' three years ; and one trustee, only is thereafter aBf- 
niially to be elected, who holds his office for three years. The clierk, ixXLee- 
tor and librararian are annually elected. In the event of a vacancy 
happening in the office of trustee, by death, refiisal to serve, removal out 
of the district, or incapacity to act, such vacancy may be supplied' by th^ 
district, and if more tnan a month is permitted to elapse, witnout filling it, 
the town Superintendent is authorized to appoint ; and the person so choseA 
or appointed holds only for the unexpired term of the office whose place hd 
fills. A similar vacancy in the offices of clerk, collector, or librturian, is t6 
be supplied by appointment of the titistees or a majority of them. The town 
Shpermtendent, on good cause shown, is authorized to accept the rei^uii- 
tion of any district officer. 

The inhabitants of the seterid districts, in district meeting assembled ai^ 
idso authorized to designate a site lor a 8choolhbu8e,or(With the consent of the 
town superintendent)for twb or more eC<jiool houses f<»- the district,ttid tovoi^ 
sU^ an amount an they may deem sufficient to purchase or lease such a tn^ 
f^ siteis and to build hire or purchase a school house or houses, keep the «an)e 
iii ^iiitable rei>air,and furnish tfaein with the necessiary fuel and appendages ; 
and may, in tneir discretion vote a tax not exceeding twenty dollars in anir 
oiie year for the purchase of maps, globes, black-b^ds and other school 
iwparatus. No tax, however, for bnilding, hiring or purchasing a scImmiI 
ikonde can exceed the sum of $400, unless the town Superintendent of tAia 
town in which such house is to be situated, shall certify lAiat a largA 
snin, specifying the same, ought to be raised ; and when die site for tno 
■cliool house Ims once been fixed, it cAnnot be change, while the ^stric^ 
remains unaltered, but by the written consent of the town Superintendent^ 
aiid by the vote ayes and noes of a majority of the inhabitants of th4 district, 
at a special meetmg called for that purpose. In this case the inhabitants mur- 
dkect the sale of the formw site or lot, together with the buildings and 
perteuances on such terms as they may deem most advanti^feous to 
district, and the trustees, or a majority of t^em are empowered to effect 
such sale and to execute the necessary conveyances. The proceeds are to 
be applied to the purchase of a niaw sitOj and to the removal, ereetion or 
purchase of new houses. 

The general administration df the affiurs of the several districts, devolToa 
prindiMdly upon the trustees, who have the custody of all the distriot pe^ 
erty ; contract with, employ and pay the teachers ; assess all district teses, 
loubwing the valuations of the town assessor, so fio* as they affi>rd a guide, 
and make out the necessary tax lists and warrants for their collection ; ealL 
the annual and special meetings of the inhalHtaats ; purchase or lease «ites 
for the school house, as previously designated by the oistriot, and build, liii^e 
as ttorchase, keep in repair and furmsiksuch School house with necessary ind 
ana appendages, out oi the funds provided by the distriet for that porpteo^ 
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pmr^luyBe suitable booka for the district Hbraiy^^wldoh is Bpeeiallj oonuEtiite^ 
(o their care, aad nrocore all such aohool apjparatue as the district maj dl? 
rect^ and on the nrst of January in each year make their report , of ^^ 
ooQutipn of the district, ia the form {Nrescribed hy law, to the Town Supers 
int'endeiit. 

« 

Tke produetiye capital of the Oommon School Fund is at 
this tune, $2,248,66$ M 

Tbe a^tal of that portidn of the IT. S. Deposite Fund, the -s. 

intereet of vhich is annually appropriated to the support '^ 

of Common Schools, is .' 2,760,000 09 * 

To which may be added a sum that will annually produce 
an income of $26,000, xeeeryed by the constitution to be 
added to the capital of the schodl fund, yia : 416,666 6t 

Making an aggregate of $6,400,280 Of 

The annual interest on this sum, at 6 per ceni, is $824,000.00 ; of which 
tl$00,000 is annually appropriated to the support of Oommon Schools^ inda* 
dilig $65,000 for the purchase of District Libraries and 8cho<d appar- 
atus. 

The sum of eight hundred thousand dollars is annually required to ba 
leyied on the reS. and personal property of the State, and when collected to 
be paid oyer to the seyeral County Treasurers, subject to the order of tha 
State Supermtendent of Common Schools, who is to ascertain the proper* 
tion of such sum to be assessed and collected in each county, accoraing t9 
the yaluation of real and personal estate thereixk, and to certify the same to 
the seyeral County Clerks, to be laid before the boards of Superyisors, whoso 
duty it is to ICyy such amount upon the County. On or before the first dsr 
of January in each year, the State Superintend^t is required to apportion 
tWp-thirds of the amount so raised, together with all other monies appro^ 
piiated to the support of Common Schools ainon^ tha seyeral counties, citici 
and towns of the State, according to the population of such' counties, citiea 
and towns, and to diyide the remaining uiird equally among the seVeral 
districts. , 

Under these proylsions, the aggregate amount of public money anniii41y 
a|bortioned by the State Supermtendent, and raisea upon the taxable prbpr 
erty of the seyeral counties, is $1,100,000.00 ; of which, $1,046,000 is ami- 
cable exclusiyely to the payment of teachers' wages, and the support of the 
school, and the remaining $56,000 to the purchase of school hbraries ana 
apparatus. 

in addition to this, the inhabitants of each town of the State are author^ 
iiied to raise an additional amount, equal to their share of the state fund, to 
be appropriated exclusiyely to the support of schools ; and many of the 
towns are in possession of local funds applicable to this object, deriyed 
from the sale ot lands ori^;inally set apart m each township, by the StiitOi 
foi this purpose. 

Town superintendents are biennially elected b^ the inhabitants and legal 
yoters of the seyerid towns, at their annual meetmgs in March and AjpriTof 
each alternate year, and enter upon the execution of the duties deyoWed 
upon them, on the first Monday of Koyember succeeding their election, 
holding for the term of two years thereafter. They are required to execute 
to the supervisor of their town a bond with sufficient sureties, with a penaltj^ 
in double the amount of all the school money receiyed by tiie town, condi'» 
tioned for the faithful application and legal disbursement of all the echool 
money which may come into their hand during^ their term of office, and for. 
the faithful discnarge of all their duties. They are authorized to forii|, 
regulate and alter the boundaries of school districts, when applied to ^r 
that purpose, or when in their judgment necessair and expedient, assoqiai- 
ing with them the superyisor and town clerk of their town, wheneyer ror 
quested by the trustees of any district interested in any proposed alteration; 
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and 

town 

their town ; and on or before the first Tuesday In April 

M^xntion tJie same among the several districts of their town, aecordiiu^^ to 

the nmnber of ehil<fa'en between the ages of ibur and twenty-one, resicung 

in each, as reported to them by the trustees, provided such districts have 

in all respects complied with the directions of law during the preceding 

jrear, and made the, annual report required of them. 

No district, without ihe special permission of the state superintendent 
aan participate in each apportionment, which has not had a school tau^t 
irithm it for at least six months during the year reported, by a duly quali- 
fied teacher ; whidi has not faithfully expended all its puUic mon^ in 
the mode prescribed by law ; or in which a school has been taught for a 
period exceeding one month by an unqualified teacher. . 

In making such apportionment, the town Superintendents designate the 
lespectiye sums applicable to the payment of teachers, and to the purchase 
of libraries and school apparatus; and hold the former subject to the 
order of the trustees, or of a majority of them, in favor of the teachers em- 
ployed by them and duly qualified according to law ; paying over the library 
• money directly to the trustees. They are also to examine candidates for 
\ teachers and to grant certificates of qualification, which are valid for one 
\ year only, and may at any time be annuUed b^ them, on notice to the teach- 
: er holding such certificate ; and to visit and mspect the several schools of 
their town at least twice in each year, and oftener if they deem it neces- 
' sary. On the first day of July of each year, they are to make and file with 
the county clerk, a report in the form prescribed by the State Superinten- 
ident and containing such information in reference to the condition of the 
Whools in their town, as he may from time to time direct. At the expira- 
tion of their term of office they are to account to their successors for all the 
sdlool moneys received and disbursed by them, and to pay over any balance 
remaining in their hands. For their services they are entitled to receive 
|1,25 per day for ever^ day actually devoted by Uiem to the discharge of 
their official duties. 

At the seat of government, the State Normal School semi-annually 
receives under its instruction from two hundred to two hundred aud fifty 
pupils of both sexes, selected by Hie Board of Town Superintendents of the 
/respective counties, each county being entitled to two pupils for each 
/ member of Assembly. After spending from two to three years in the 
institution, the graduates return to their respective counties, and enter upon 
the active discharge of their duties as teachers ; communicating, as often 
as may be practicable, through the agency of the Teaohebs Institutes, in 
the spring and fall of each year, a general knowledge of the modes of 
'< teaching, government and discipline attained by them in the Normal School. 
' These^ Institdtks, under the supervision and general direction of the most 
experienced guides, enable every teacher to acquaint himself practically 
and fiEuniliarly with the duties devolving upon him, and secure to each one 
of the eleven thousand districts of our State, a faithful and efficient teacher. 
At the^ head of the whole system— controlling, regulating, and giving life 
and efficiency to all its parts is the state Superintendent. He appoi*tions 
the state tax of $800,000, and the public money among the several 
counties and towns,— distributes the laws, instructions, decisions, forma 
ACf throuffh the agency of the town Superintendents to the several districts 
— ^has final jurisdiction on appeal, from all the acts and proceedings of the 
inhabitants of the several districts and their officers, as well as of Towa 
Superintendents, keeps up a constant correspondence with the several officers 
connected with the administration of the system in all its parts, as well 
as with the inhabitants of districts seeking aid, counsel or advice; 
exercises a liberal discretionary power, on equitable principles, in all cases 
of inadvertent, unintentional, or accidental omissions to comply with the 
strict requisitions of the law ; grants state certificates of qualification to 
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vath ^fMilHsrs as he deenift wortliy : reports anniudly to the legielaturft 
respecting ihe condition, prospects and resources of uie Oommon Schools, 
and the management of the School fund* together with such suggestions for 
the improv^nent of the system as may occur to him ; and vi^antly watches . 
oyer, encouraees, sustains, and expands to its utmost practicable limit, the : 
vast system of common school education throughout the state. 

Suon is a condensed yiew of our present system, of OoiiMOZf Sohooi. \ 
Education ; — a system elaborated and matured to its present state, by the [ 
exertions of the highest minds amonc^ us, during a penod of forty years ; & | 
system comprehending the best and dearest interests present and prospect- j 
iye of an enx^htened and free people— full of promise for the future, and | 
containing within itself, the germs of the most extended indiyidual, | 
social a^d national prosperity ; a system identified with the highest hopes 
and interests of all Masses of the community, and from which are destined 
to flow those streams of intelligence and of public and priyate virtue 
which alone can enable us worthily to fulfil the noble destinies inyolyed in 
our free institutions. ' 

But in tMs country, no systems, however perfect, no enactments, however 
enlightened, and no authority, however constituted, can attain to the full 
accomplishment of their object, however praiseworthy and laudable, without 
the hearty and efficient co-operation of public sentiment. Aided by this 
eo-operation, the most important results may be anticipated from the most 
simple organization. The repeated and solemn recognition by the rej^esen- 
tatives of the people, of the interests of popular education and puUie 
instruction ; the nearly unanimous adoption of a system, commended to the 
public favor as well by practical experience, as by the concurring testimony 
of the most enlightened minds of^ our own and other countries ; and the 
simplification of much of the complicated machinery which served only to 
encumber and impede the operation of that system ; these indications afford 
the most conclusive evidence not only of the importance which the 
great mass of our fellow citizens attach to the promotion of sound intellectual 
and moral instruction, but of their determmation to place our common 
schools, where this instruction is chiefly dispensed to the children of . the 
state, upon a footing which shall enable them most effectually to accomplish 
the great objects of their institution. 

It is upon the extent and permanency of this feeling, that the friends of 
education rely ; and this spirit to which they appeal, in looking forward to 
the just appreciation and judicious improvement of those means of moral and 
mental emightenment wmch the beneficent policy of the state has placed at 
the disposal of the inhabitants of the several districts. The renovation of 
our commcm schools, distributed as they are, over every section of our 
entire territory, their elevation and expansion to meet the constantly 
increasing requirements of science and mental progress, and their capability 
of laying broad and deep the foundations of c^wster and usefulness, must 
depend upon the intelligent and fostering culture which they shall receive 
at the hands of those to whose immediate charge they are committed. 
^ There is no institution within the range of dvilization, upon which so much, 
for good or for evil depends — ^upon wmch hang so many and such important 
issues to the future well being of individuals and communities, as the 
common district schooL It is through that alembic that the lessons of the 
nursery and the family fire-side, the earliest instructions in pure morality, 
and the precepts and examples of the social circle are distilled ; and from 
it tiiose lessons are destined to assume that tinge and hue which are perma- 
nently to be incorporated into the character and the life. Is it too much 
then, to ask or to expect of parents, that laying aside all minor considera- 
tions, abandoning aU controversies and dissentions among themselves in 
reference to local, partisan and purely selfish objects, or postponing them at 
least, until the interests of their children are placed beyond tne influence of 
these irritating topics, they will consecrate their undivided energies to the 
advancement and improvement of these beneficent institutions. Resting as 



it dam ts^ th^ 8«^|>drt^ indebted to th«UforidI'iU iheiniB^Wftilkl^ 
iMdco^nd^tfor its C(»tinued eidAleiied ttpMi tlicar cfisdiiiiSiiieinig &t^ 
tMid effieient sanetioii; the practicid stiperiont;^' of' this existing mt^ni' of 
fniUio'iiutructioii, its oOBrfarehetifliTenesfl and simplidtj^ts abundant tsoA 
vafySSahg resoiirees— and its adaptation to the ^ttcatiooa! Vaixts of e^^ 
class of conunimitjr, will prore of little ai^' without this in^igora^ng 
infltteaces of a sound and enlightened public sentiilient, emanating fitCno, 
and pervading the eni^e sbdal system. The district sdhool must bebome 
the central interest of the citizen and the parent, the clergyman, the IdMt&t, 
flM'pltygioian, the merchant, the manu£scturer and' the agriculturist. Eaeh 
tnust realise that there, under more or less favoring auspices, as the^ them- 
Mlrms shall determine, developments are in progress wnidi are d^tin<ed, Ht 
no distant day to exert a controlling influence over the institutions, hamta, 
modes of thought and action of society in all its complicated phases ; and 
that the primary responsibilit]ir for the results which may be thus worked 
«uty for good or for evil, rests with them. By the removal of every obstacl^ 
to the progressive and harmonious action of the system of popular educatioii, 
so oar«fulhr otganized and amply endowed by the state, by a constant, and 
ibethodicai and intelligent co-operation with its authorized agents, in the 
elevation and advancement of that system in all its parts, ahd especially hf 
«& inftision into its entire course of discipline and mstruction of that nij^ 
morid culture which can alone adequately realize the idea of sound eduSi^ 
tion, results of ineonceivable mi^itude and importance to individual, sociat, 
aind moral well being may confidently hf^ anticipiEited These results cad only 
b^ attained by an enlightened appreciation and Judicious cultivation of th^ 
means of elementary instruction, lliey demand and will amply repiftV th^ 
toAsecration of the mghest intellectual ahd moral energies, the most oc>m^e^ 
iiei]^v« benet^l^liee, and th^ best afiectitMis of our commbn ualtUrd. 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 

Wtkectmdllion of the Common Schools, from 1815, the 
of the fra Statittical Report, to 1850. 
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1815 
1816 
1^17 
1818 
1819 
182Q 
1$21 
1822 

i^sa 

18^ 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1880 
1831 
1832 
1833 
18^4 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1846 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 



2,755 

3,713 

.3,264 

4^614 

5,763 

6,332 

6,659 

7,051 

7,38« 

7,642 

7,773 

8,J14 

8,298 

8,6Q9 

8,872 

9,063 

»,33^ 

9,600 

9,690 

9,865 

10,132 

10,207 

10,845 

10,683 

10,706 

10,769 

10,886 

10,893 

10,875 

10,990 

11,018 

11,008 

11,062 

10,621 

11,191 

11,397 



2,631 

2,873 

3,228 

3,844 

5,118 

5,489 

5,882 

6,255 

6,705 

6,8'76 

7,117 

7,550 

7,806 

8,164 

8,292 

8,631 

8,841 

8,941 

9,107 

9,3^2 

9,676 

9,696 

9,718 

9,830 

10,127 

10,397 

10,588 

10,645 

10,656 

10,367 

10,812 

10,796 

10,859 

10,494 

10,928 

11,173 
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140,106 
17Q,385 
183,253 
210,316 
271,877 
304,559 
332,979 
361,173 
877,084 
402,940 
425,566 
481,601 
441,856 
468,205 
480,041 
499,424 
507,105 
494,595 
512^75 
581,240 
541,401 

582,167 
224,186 

528,913 
567,229 
672,996 
603,588 
698,749 
1 667,782 
709,156 
736,045 
742,423 
748,387 
475,723 
778,809 
794,606 



116^449 
198,440 
218,969 
236,871 
802,703 
317,^83 
389,268 
357,029 
373,208 
383,600 
395,586 
411,256 
419,216 
449,118 
468,257 
497,503 
50^,967 

608,878 
522,618 
534,002 
540,285 
588,898 
586,882 
539,747 
564,790 
592,664 
583,847 
601,765 
677,995 
696,648 
690,914 
703,399 
700,443 
718,123 
789,656 
786,188 



$48,376 

46,398 

54,799 

59,983 

59,968 

59,930 

79,957 

80,104 

80,000 

80,Q0.0 

80,000 

80,000 

80,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,080 

100,080 

100,080 

IQO.OOO 

100,000 

110,000 

113,793 

*276,000 

*275,000 

♦286,000 

*275,000 

276,000 

276,000 

275,000 

275,000 

276,826 

284,902 

285,000 



|5(>,7a0 
64,834 
78,236 
93,010 
117,161 
146,418 
157,195 
173,420 
180,820 
182,741 
182,790 
185,720 
222,995 
282,348 
214,840 
238,640 
244^998 
305,582 
307,733 
816,158 
312,181 
813,376 
885,895 
335,882 
374,411 
633,686 
658,964 
676,086 
660,727 
639,606 
726,066 
772,578 
829,802 
868,594 
846,710 
767^89 



98 
88 
42 
54 
07 
Q8 
04 
60 
25 
61 
09 
46 
77 
21 
14 
86 
85 
78 
08 
93 
20 
91 
10 
92 
61 
94 
70 
07 
41 
60 
19 
02 
83 
84 
45 
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j|297,04fii:44 
846,807 2p 
874,001 54 
858,8^0 1*1 
869,696 3<( 
898»187 04 

419,878^9 
425,560 86 
486,846 46 
477,848 21 
621,477 49 
476,443 27 
483,479.54 
468,688 22 
509,876 97 
447,565 97 
468,127 78 
460,764.78 
462,840 44 

466,674 44 
489;696 68 
508,724.5ft 
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^JnolUdiiig revenue from United States Deposit Fund. 
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AW ACT TO ESTABLISH KREE SCHOOLS THBOUGHOUT 

THE STATE. 

Paued AprU 12, 1861. 
The People of the BtaJte of New York, represented in Senate and Aeeembiy^ 
do enact aefoltowe : 

% 1. Oommoii schools in ^e Beveral school districts in this State sifaall be 
free to all persona residing in the district^ over five and under tw6ntf-«ie 
years of age, as hereinafter proYided. Persons not resident of a district 
may be admitted into the sdiools kept therein, -with the approbation, in wii- 
tine; of the troetees tiiereof, or a majority of them. 

§ 2. There shall hereafter be raised by tax, in eadi and erery year, upon 
the real and personal estate within this state, ^e sum of ei^t hundred thoa- 
aand dollars, which shall be levied, assessed and collected m the mode pre- 
aeribed by chapter thirteen, part first of the revised statutes, relating to the 
aasessment and cdlection of taxes, and when collected shall be paid over to 
the respective county treasurers, subject to the arder of the state superinten- 
dent of common scmools. 

§ 8. The state superintendent of common schools shall ascertain the por- 
tion of said sum of eight hundred tiiousand dollars to be assessed and collect- 
ed in each of the several counties of this state, by dividing the said smn 
among the several counties, according to the valuation of real and personal 
estate therein, as it shall appear by the assessment of the year next prece- 
ding theone in which said sum is to be-raised, and shall certify to the derk 
ef each county, before the tenth day of July in each year, the amount to be 
raised hv tax in such county ; and it shall be the duty of the several county 
clerks oi this state to deliver to the board of supervisors of their respective 
counties, a copy of such certificate, on the first day of their annual session, 
and the boara of supervisors of each county shall assess such amount upon 
the real and persons estate of such county, in the manner provided by law 
for the assessment and collection of taxes. 

§ 4. The state superintendent of common schools shall, on or before the 
first day of Januaiy in every year, apportion and divide, or cause to be ap- 
portioned and divided, one thira of the sum so raised by general tax, and one 
third of all other moneys appropriated to l^e support of common schools^ 
among the several school districts, parts of districts, and separate neighbor- 
hoods in this state, from which reports shall have been received in accordance 
with law in the following manner, viz : to each separate neighborhood be- 
longing to a school district in some adjoining state, there shall be apportioned 
and paid a sum of money equal to tmrty-wree cents for each clma in such 
neignborhood (between the ages of four and twenty-one) ; but the sum so to 
l>e apportioned and paid to any such neighborhood, shall in no case exceed 
the sum of twenty-four dollars, and the remainder of such one-third shall be 
apportioned and divided equally among the several districts ; and the state 
superintendent of common schools shaU, by proper r^nlations and instruc- 
tions to be prescribed by him, provide for the payment of such moneys to the 
trustees of such separate neighborhoods and school districts. 

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the state superintendent of common schools, 
on or before the fest day of January in every year, to apportion and divide 
the remaining two-thirds of the said amount of eight hundred thousand dol- 
lars,, together with the remaining two-thirds of all other moneys appropriated 
by the state for the support of common schools among the several counties, 
cities and towns of the state, in the mode now prescribed by law for the 
division and apportionment of the income of the common school fund ; and 
the share of the severtd towns and wards so apportioned and divided shall 
he paid over on and after the first Tuesday in February,^ in each year, to the 
"^eyeral town superintendents of common schools, and ward or city officers, 
entitled by law to receive the same, and shall be apportioned by them amonff 
the several school districts and parts of districts m their several towns and 
wards, according to the number of children between the ages of four and 
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tvrenW-one yMurs, retidiiig kt said dislticts and parts of du^rieto, aa the same 
shall have aj^Mared fitim the last anmial report of the trustees ; but no moi^ 
^8 fihaU be apportioned and paid to anj distriet or part of a district^ unlesa 
it ahall appear from l^e last annual report of the tnistees, that a sohool ha» 
been kept therem for at least six months during the year ending with the 
daie of such ropcM^ brf a duW qualified teadier, unless by special permission 
of the state superintendent of common schools ; excepting, also, that the &nA 
apportionment of money under this act shall be made to all school districts 
which were entitled to an apportionment of public m0ne7 in the year eig^teeii 
hundred and forty-nine. 

§ 6. Any balance required to be raised in any school district for the payment 
of teachers' wa^es, beyond the amount apportioned to such district by the 
previous proyisions of this act, and other public moneys belonging to the dis- 
trict applicable to the payment of teachers^ wages, shaU be raised by rate-bill, 
to be made out by the trustees against those sending to school, in proportion 
to the number of days and of children sent, to be ascertained by the teach- 
er's list ; and in making out such rate-bill, it shall be the duty of the trustees 
to exempt, either wholly or in part, as they may deem expedient, such indi- 
gent inhabitants as may in their judgment be entitled to such exemption ; 
and the amount of such exemption shall be added to the first tax list there- 
after to be made out by the trustees for district purposes, or shall be sepa- 
rately leyied by them, as they shall deem most expedient 

§ 7. The same property wnich is exempt by section twenty-two, of article 
two, title fiye, chapter six, part three of tne reyised statutes, from levy and 
sale under execution, shall be exempt from levy and sale under any warrant 
to collect any rate-bill for wages of teachers of common schools, 

§ 8. Nothmg in this act shall be so construed as to repeal or alter the 
proyisions of any special act relating to schools in any of the incorpora- 
ted cities or villages of this state, except so far as they are inconsistent 
with the proyisions contained in the first, second, third and fourth sections of 
this act 

§ 9. Chapter one hundred and forty of the session laws of one thousand 
eignt hundred and forty-nine, entitled " An act establishing free schools 
throughout the state," and chapter four hundred and four of the session laws 
of one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, entitled " An act to amend an 
act establishing free schools throughout the state," and sections sixteen, seven- 
teen and eighteen of the revised statutes relating to common schools, requir- 
ing the several boards of supervisors to raise by tax, on each of the towns of 
their respective counties, a sum equal to the school moneys apportioned to such 
towns, and providing for its collection and payment, and all other pro- 
visions of law incompatible with the provisions of this act are hereby re- 
pealed 

§ 10. The state superintendent of common schools shall cause to be pre- 
pared, published and distributed among the several school districts and school 
officers of the state, a copy of the several acts now in force relating to com- 
mon schools, with sudi instructions, digest and expositions as he may deem 
expedient ; and the expense incurred by him therefor shall be audited by the 
comptroller and paid by the treasurer. 

§ 11. All the moneys received or appropriated by the provisions of this 
act shall be applied to the payment of teachers' wages exclusively. 

§ 1 2. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the several school districts in 
this state, to make out and transmit to the town superintendent of the town 
in which their respective school houses shall be located, on or before the first 
day of September next, a correct statement of the whole number of children 
residing in their district on the first day of August preceding the date of such 
report, between the ages of four and twenty-one ; and such town superintend- 
ent shall embody such statement in a tabular form, and transmit the same to 
the county clerk in sufficient season to enable the latter to incorporate the in- 
formation thus obtained in the annual report required by him to be made to the 
state superintendent of common schools for the present year. 
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teiM% in ihmr suiimI fepnriB tliar«iil«to beoMde, iowpbadfUm taoAtr «f 
dddnn, between ilieaf«r8Midagei»i«adiag mteir raqptetM dlBiiMi «tt 
liie ]««t day of Deeember in efl4sh jrear, ivrtend of IIm nianbtf of mA ^fl* 
dran belwoendie Jiges of fiTO and ac rtecp . 

§14. Tbisaefcahall lake^Geet onthefifBt day of Haynert; ht^tuMaaf 
barain contained ahan be to conaCmed ae to affect provinoBB abvady inflda m 
tbe eevend eehool dialricte for tbe Bapport of idimdB tberdn laider «EifaQ||» 
jBwa for tibe caRent ji 



PABT II. 



Iff 



STATUTES 



EBLAXniO TO 



COMMON SCHOOLS, 



IHCLUDXRO 



.TITLE IL CHAPTER XY, P43T HUBVIQBD STATUTBS^ 



r»^» ». >- 



[J^smiaiit to the diroctioDfl of the IQOi AoctiDn of the act of 
i^m^ .161 of the laws of 18^1, there a^e iiuaerted in this puUioa- 
tion of the second title of chapter 15, all acts and parts of acts 009- 
^»fM with the solijects of the said title, which are now in foree ; 
and where the provisions of that title have be«n altered b^ sohse^ 
qqimt aotSi sa4)L provisions have been varied in order to conform 
then to such alteration. The or^ij^ial number of each section is 
in, all cases retained, whether it was a part of the Revised Statutes 
or vras taken from some session law passed since 1828. In the 
latter ease» there is a reference to a note at the foot of the page, 
which, gives the particular chapter from wUeh the section is takesa, 
anid its uiuiober is enclosed within brackets, in order to designate it 
ipore distinetlj from the sections oi the Revised Statutes, whfehai^ 
printed with the section mark only. 

To facilitate rieferences to them, the sections in this edition are 
alao numbered condnuously fro^ the first to. the last, withont 1^ 
gard to the statutes from which they are taken. Hie index al the 
end i^em to these numbers.] 

TITLE n. 

OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

AlT. X*^rO£ the powevs and duties of the siq^erintendeni of com* 
mon schools, and of the apportionment of sdiool 

Ami. t«*-^Of the £stribution of the eommou jchool ftind. 
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Art. 3. — Of the powers and duties of townsaperintendents of com- 
mon schools. 

Abt. 4. — Of inspection and supervision by town superintend- 
ents. ^ 

Art. 5. — Of the formation and alteration of school districts; the 
powers of school district inhabitants ; of the choice^ 
duties and powers of school district officers ; the as- 
sessment and collection of school district taxes ; the an- 
nual reports of trustees ; school district libraries. 

Art. 6. — ^Of certain duties of the county clerk. 

Abt. 7. — Miscellaneous provisions. 

ARTICLE FIRST. 

Of the Powers and Duties of the Superintendent of Common 
Schools, and of the Apportionment of School Moneys, 

No. 1 — § 1. There shall continue to be a superintendent of 
common schools, whose duty, among other things, it shall be, to 
prepare and submit an annual report to the legislature contain- 
ing, 

1. A statement of the conditic»i of the common schools of the 
state : 

2. Estimates and accounts of expenditures of the school moneys : 

3. Plans for the improvement and management of the common 
school fund, and for the better organization of the common schools^ 
and, 

4. All such matters relating to his office, and to the comiAon 
schools, as he shall deem expedient to communicate. 

No. 2 — [§ 41.] The superintendent of common schools may 
designate and appoint any one of the clerks employed by him to 
be his general deputy, who may perform all the duties of the 
superintendent in case of his absence or a vacancy in his office. ^ 

JVb. 3 — [§ 8.] The superintendent of common schools may 
appoint such and so many persons as he shall from time to time 
deem necessary, to visit and examine into the condition of the 
common schools in the county where such persons may reside, 
and report to the superintendent on all such matters relating to . 
the -condition- 'of such schools, and the means of improving them, 
as he shaH. prescribe; but no allowance or compensation shall be 
made to the said visitors for such services. ^ 

No. 4 — [§ 10.] The superintendent of common schools, on 
such evidence as may be satisfactory to him, may grant certificates 
of qualification under his hand and seal of office, which shall be 
evidence that the holder, of such certificate is well qualified in res- 
pect to moral character, learning and ability, to teach any district 
school within this state ; which certificate shall be valid until duly 
revoked by the superintendent. ^ 

(1.) Laws of 1841, chap. 260, § 41. (2.) Laws of 1839, chap. aSO, §8. i8.) 
LawB of 1848, chap. 188, §10. > r » is k f 
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3Vb. TJii- [§• 7. J Cdt>fefi^ ^T papers dfep6^t6d or. ' filed in tbi office 
kA the stiperintetident ofieomtnoti schoolsv and all acts ant} d^dlsioTis 
by bim, may be authenticated under the seal of the oAice of aeci^- 
i&iy of state^ and wheh 00 authenticated shall be eyidence equally, 
ftbd in Hke man6%r a^ the origfnids. * . 

' 2^0:' 6 — [§2 4 3.] The superintendent shall apportion the schbot 
aioneys tobe^ annliatty distributed amongst the several countiei^ 
of the state, and (he share of each* cbuiitj*, ambiigst its respective 
towns and cities. iSuch apportionnient shall be tnade among 
the severiil toWns and' cities- of the state, according to the r$tio of 
their populatioii respectively, a6 compaQgd mfh the population of 
the whole state, according to the last preceding census. 
• No. 7 — [§ 6.] When the census or returns; upon which an 
apportionnient is 'to be tnade, shall be so far defective, in respect 
to any county, city or town, as to reiider it impracticable for the 
supei^intendeiit to ascertaini the share of school tnoneys, which 
ought then to be apportioned to su<Sh county, city or town, he shall 
ascertain, by the best evidence in hrs power, the facts upon which 
the ratio of such apportionment * shall depend, and shall make the 
apportionment accordfngiy. 

i\ro. 8— ^[§ 2.] There shall hereafter be ridsed hf tax, in each' 
and every year, upon the real and persbriat estate within this states 
the sum of eight hundred thousand dollars, which shall he. levied^ 
assessed and collected in the mode prescribed by chapter, thirteen^ 
part first, of the revised statutes, relating to the assessment and col-i 
lection of taxes, and when coUepted shall 'be- paid oVer tcf the re- 
spective county treasurers, sulsject to the order of thfe state super^ 
iMtendent of common sdhools. * 

J^o, 9— [§3.]* The state snperint^ndfetit of common' schools 
shall ascertain' the. portibri of said stitn of eight hundred thousand 
dollars to be assessed and collecfted'in each of the several counties 
of this state, by dividing the said isum amohg the several countie$; 
according to the valuation of rear and personal estate therein, a^it 
shall appear by the assessment of the year next preceding the one 
hi which said sum is to be raised, and shall certify to the clerk of 
each county, before the tenth day of July in each year, rtie amount 
to be raised by tax in such county ; and it shall be the duty of the 
several county clerks of thi& state to deliver to the board of 8iii)e'rJ. 
visors of their respective counties, a co^y of such ceHificate, on th^ 
first day of their anhuai session ^ and the board of supervisors of 
each coanty shall assess such aniourit upon the real and personal 
estate of such county, in the manner provided by law fbi^ the assess*- 
ment and collection of taxes. * 

- No. 10 — [§ 4.] The State superintendent of common schools 
shall, on or before the first day of January in every year, a|)poiv 
tion and divide, or cause td be apportioned and divided, one third 
T)f the suAi so raised by general tax, and one third of* all other 

' <1) Iaws of 1589, chap. 880, § 1 (1.) Laws of 1851, chap. 15i, § 1,1 
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numiea i^propmted to tbe support of coomion schoob, among the 
the several school districts^ parts of districts and separate neigh- 
borhoods in this state, from which roports shall have been received 
in accordance with law, in . the following mannei!» viz t to each 
separate neighborhood, belonging to a scbodi district, in some ad- 
joining state, there shall be apportioned and paid a sum of raonej 
equal to thirty three cents for each child in such neighborhood^ 
between the ages of four and twentj-one ; but tbe sum so to be 
apportioned and paid to any such neighborhood shall in no case 
exceed the sum of twenty-four dollars, and the remainder of such 
one-third^ shall be' apportioned and divided equally aroons tbe 
several districts ; and the state superintendent of commoil schools 
shall by proper regulations and instructions to be prescribed by 
him, provide for tbe payment of such monies to the trustees of 
such separate neighborhoods and school districts, * 

No* 11 — [§ 5.] It shall be the duty of the state superintendent 
ef common schools, on or before the first day of January in every 
year, to api>ortion and divide the remaining two thirds of the sakl 
amount of eight hundred thousand dollars, together with the re- 
maining two-thirds of all other moneys appropriated by the state 
for the support of common schools, among the several counties, 
cities and towns of the state, in the ipode now prescrilied by law 
for the division and apportionment of the income of the common 
school funds ; and the share of the several towns and wards so ap- 
portioned and divided, shall be paid over on and aS^er tbe first 
Tuesday of February in each year, to the several town superin- 
tendents of common schools, and ward or city officers, entitled 
by law to receive the same, and shall be apportioned by them 
among the several school districts and parts of districts in their 
seversd towns and wards, according to the number of children be- 
tween the ages of four and twenty-one years, residing in said 
districts and parts of districts, as the same shall have appeared 
from the last annual report of the trustees ; but no monies shall be 
apportioned and paid to any district or part of a district, unless it 
shall appear from the last annual reports of the trustees that a 
school has been kept therein for at least six months during the 
year ending with the date of such report, by a duly qualified teach- 
er, unless by special permission of the state superintendent of com- 
mon schools ; excepting iilso that the first apportionment of money 
under this act shall be made to all school districts which were 
entitled to an apportionment of public money, in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine. ^ 

No^ 1 2 — [§ 11.] All the monies received or appropriated by 
the provisions of this act shall be applied to the payment of teach- 
ers' wages exclusively. ' 

No. 13 — [§7.] Whenever, inconsequence of the division of a 
town, or the erection of a new town, in any county, the apportion- 



(1) Laws of 18U, chap. 161, § 8, i. (2,) Laws of 18S1, chap. IM, g 11. 
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ment then in farce shall become unjust, as between two or more 
of the towns of such county, the superintendent shall make a new 
apportionment of the school moneys next to be di^ttributed amongst 
such towns, ascertaining by the best evidence in his power, the 
facts upon which the ratio of apportionment as to such towns, shall 
d^end. 

Mo. 14 — [g8.] The superintendent shall ce^ifj each apportion** 
mem made by him, lo the oomptroUer^ and shall give immedmte 
. oolice thereof^ to the clerk of each county interested therein, and 
to the clerk of the city and county of New York ; stating the 
amount of moneys afiportidiied to hia county, and to each town. and 
eity therein, and the time when the same will bis payable to the 
treasuro: of auoh ooiraty, or to the chamberlain of the city of New 
York, 

No. 15«^[§3.] It shdll be this duty of the elerk of the board of 
supervisors in each county in this state, on the last day of Decem- 
ber in each year, to transmit to the superintendent of common 
Bchoola certified copies of all resolutions and proceeding ^f the 
board of supervisors, of which he is elerk, passed or had during the 
preceding year, relating to the raising of any money ior school 
or library purposes, and in case it shall not appear that tlie amount 
rei|uired by law to be raised l<Mr school and library purposes haa 
been directed to be raised during the year by the board of super- 
visors of any county^ the superintendent of common schools and the 
comptroller may direct that the money appropriated by the state 
and apportioned to such county, be withheld until the anAount that 
may be deficient shall be raised, or that so niuch only of the money 
apportioned to such county be paid to tlie treasurer thereof, as 
shall be equal to the amount directed to be raised therein by the 
supervisors of such county ; and in such case the balance so with- 
held shall be added to the pHn<*ipal of the oomrabn school fund. 

No. 16— [§9.] The superintendent shall prepare suitable forms 
and regulations ibr making all reports, and conducting all necessary 
proceedings under: this Title, and sbull cause the same, with such 
instructions as he shall deem necessary and proper, for the better 
organizations and government of common schools, to be transmitted 
to .the officers required to execute the provisions of this Title 
,througi)out the state. 

No. 17 — [§10.] He shall cause so many copies of the first six 
Articles of this Title, with the forms, regulations and instructions 
prepared by him, thereto annexed, to be, from time to time, printed 
and distributed amongst the several school districts of the state, as 
he shall deem the public good to require. 

No. 18 — [§11-] AH moneys reasonably expended by him, in 
the execution of his duties, shall upon due proof* be allowed to him 
by the comptroller, and be paid out of the treasury. 

No. 19 — [§13.] Whenever any money is paid into the treasury 
of the State for or on account of the common school fund, it shall 
be the duty of the comptroller to credit the common school fund 



with interest on the s^m so paid in^ at th^ n^te of six per c^nt per 
annum, for the time the Sdme shall remain in the lyeasury.* 

' ' AHTtCLE SSOOlffS. 

OftfU di^tribmon qfthe Comiawn 5<fhool Fund,. 

No, 20 — ^£§12.] The sum annuallj to he distributed for.tfae en^ 
conragemifeilt of common sehooW, shafl be paid on the firbl daj of 
Februai^, in eveiy jear, on l^e warrant of tHe comptroller, td tin 
^etsafers .of the several cotinties, and tl^e chamberiain ofihe eiiy 
iftf New York. ' "' . *• . . '*..., i '•.•,.■ , 

Sh, 21 — [§'1B*] The treaeitrer of eaeb oocqsty^ and theohambeiv 
lain of t^e <n€y of I^ew York, shall apply for and reoelye the scbpol 
inonejs apportioned to their respectir^eoantieB^ as. boob as ^esaoxd 
become payable. . • - 

JVb. 22— [§14.'] Ea([^h treasurer receivisg sbdh nJOBeyb,. ahall 
glte notice in writing, to the town supermtendent or to some one 
dr more of the commissionerd of ^mmon schools of «adi town or 
eity in h% county, of 'the amount apportioned tp such town or city^ 
ktA shall liold the same Subject to the dtiex of sndh town BHperini 
tendent or commissioners. " i * •• • 

No. 23*— [§15^] In case the coinniissiohers or town supcrinten-^ 
dent t>f aiiy efuch cky or townshajl hot apply for and receive simIi 
moneys, or in case there are no eomniissioziers or : town snpertn* 
tenant appointed In the same, before the next receipt of moneys 
apportioned to the county, the ittoneyfe so reknaining with the trea»» 
nrer shall be retained by him, and be added to> the moneys next 
received by him, for distributlen fi^om the duperintendent of com* 
mon schools, and be disti^bilted therewilh, amd in the same funepeiv 

tSon. ' ' •.,:;';• 

• No: 24— [^1^.] Whenever the clerk of any oonnty shall receive 
from the superinftendeirit' of cooiaion schools notice of the apportion^ 
ment of moneys to be distributed in the county, he shaU file the 
same in his office, and transmit a qertified copy thereof to the county 
treafeuter, and to the clerk of the board of supervisors of the coanty ; 
and the clerk (^ the boiitxi of supervisors shall lay sheh eopy befert 
the supervisors at their next tneeting. 

Of ike Election and Powers of Town Superint&ndmU^ 

No. .25-:-[§l.] There shall continue to be elected in eateh of th^e 
towns in this State, at the same time, and in the manner now pro- 
vided by law for the election of Other town officers, an officer to be 
denominated " town superintendent of common schools,*' .who shall 
possess All the powers, perform all the duties, and be subject to all 
the restrictions, liabihties and penalties conferred and imposed by 
Ihis act.s ' . 

■■■ ■■-■■ ^ A . . .J. .... - ..■_ 

- (IV litfWB'of 1849^oh»p.:3«8, |18. '. : * 

' (2) 'ihm afid the faUowiagseotionsy^efzc^t where altered hj suljseqiifiQit ^ 
ftctmeuts, wer^ taken. £ro^ the aqt chanter 480 of Laws of 1^47. 
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No. 26 — \0'2 '^^^ .towii superintendents of* common schools 
hereafter to be elected iii conformity with the. .'provisions of ihis 
act, sh9.n,. each of them', on or before the first jMon'day of Kovem^ 
per succeeding such eleqtioni execute to the supervisor of bis town 
and file with th€( town clefki- a 6orid with one or more sumcient 
sureties to be 'approved by the said supervisor by pridorsem'erit over 
his signature on said bond, with a penalty in double the amount of 
all the school moneys recatredby Us .town from all sources during 
the preceding year and conditioned for the faithful application an4 
legal disbursement of al! the schtiol inottey eom}rt^MiSW^I&%ands 
during his term of office, and &r the faithful discharge of all the 
duties of said office ; and in case such bond shall not be executed, 
fied and apjnrOVed within- the ti^6 herein presferibi?d,.the^flkte of 
such town superintendent shall be-deemfed vaeaAf't ^^^'^^y ^^<i^ 
or any otfhei* tsMMmcy'tWtt ifati^ ^(»r 'iri' Sdid Office, SHaM b4' fifled 
by Ahy three jti8tiee9 of tkef 'peace of the saioe ld'#tt'by**.^ftiliiwl 
under their hands and seals, who are hereby authorized to 'kilikift 
diicb iippbinfmeilts;; 'and the p^sons so appi^ted %UI'h<^d tfteir 
tespectiv^ offi6es iiritil others •ate elected- 6r' ftpp«6liitfed' fn'.fhc^ 
|ylaces,-Anfd shall hit v^ the dame powers and' besfut^^K^ M ^sAiH^ 
duties, and penalties as if they had Ibeen-^ol^ b)V6^n ^ikxiy^le^ 

• J!fa. •2T^Ai-f[g4.3' The jjuStlfeee tnakihg ilhie sftirfapptowtrtmewtijlttift 
forthwith cause the ^Hid wai^iflft to be fR^' Ih^the' offldd'^' tk« 
town dei^'Off %he f6fWn;-and' give iriittedfet^ iioticii ' to th^/ ^ei^on 
appointed. • • -' v* i. ':•-..• , i •» •;:.$ u: * ; : 

' j3?i.'««^^§l5:5'Kt«ijr»t«f#h'fiii<perin*efld%ri^ ^efeted'ttftei^'tfcis act 
takes eflfeefr shafll dftf execdtlrfg the bdrtd afe'be»fdne pi'ovidfed; ^mt^if 
lipon'the Ihiti^ if'hiiisaid oflSce on the first MoAday of K<Vv^Mfl)er 
^8t|ceie«dEn^ his eteeHon, ahd'shttH hdld-his oAe^fbt t^^y^ai^^tK»ri^ 
Me)^; and tihtii a Micccislor who dhltll have hem iulf^istei, ehf^ 
hare't^en' !fb^' oath of oflice and filed an ^^ififUdlal bmid btmuant to 
ftie*nyn8i(W8*ofth5srftot.* '. ' - . • '• ■•••'•'•:' i "-ii . ^'i ■:: :'..» 

• m. 1J9i-i-(§14. J Any 'persbn. *p^tt(Wi *o the offiM if ^<j#tt «U«- 
perintendent by the justices of the peace, shall hold his office tM 
the fit'^t-Slodday of Notember fi^lorHng: t^' ti^xt antiiial- town 
iAeeiUg^ntiid wheneret' the olfibe of «o^i¥«up^tititetfe(ent' shall bd 
Tfteaufi tdr'ftny' cause,' oi^ before thef fftbe of the annua! town meeP 
kig,' -dhtdl he held h;f k pers6n do appdiht^; Hie elt^ttofU ^ tM 
town at such town meefihg ^^hall' choose a l^wh superitatdndent t# 
in dtich Ivaeiailey ^r to l!tapcfrced^ such appofta tee ; and ¥he ^ersron 
do- ^lM(^*iibftll enlei'irpo^ fh^dutle^ <6r^tlm office on th(e fim 
ItioiifdajT^ofNovember fbno#in§ hid ele6tit)ti) and shailhold hiflf 
dffice fbf* the' term of twd j»eiira.« 

, j^.viCU-fge.] Kd'lo#ii 8up«rifltferiaeiit df a to#n dhall hfoldlbe 
office of trustee of -It d«h06^ dS<rtHbl,<«iordiall a-perioiy i^^a 



(2) Laws of 1849, Chap. 882, §U. 






m 

trustee, hold the office oi district clerk, and np town saperinteod- 
ent shall hold the office of either supervisor or towA clerk. 

No. 31 — [§10 The office of trustees of the Gospel and school 
lots in the several towns in this state, is hereby abolished ; and the 
powers and duties now. by law conferred and imposed upon siud 
trustees, shall hereafter be exercised by the town superintendent of 
common schools.* 

^ ABTICX.B TimiD. 

Tbep^mr* and duUu of th$ lawn i^mntendeni of common 

mkoob. 

No. dS — g 8. It shall he the duty of the town superintendenl 
of commoB schools in each town, 

h To divide the town into a oonvevieDt number of school 
(iislriets, and to regulate and alter such districts as hereinafter pro- 
vided: 

3b To 4et off by itself any neighborhood in the town ac[joining 
to any other state of this Union, where it has been usual or shaU 
be (owbA convenient for such neighborhood to iiend their childreu 
to school in such adjoiniag state a 

3. To describe and number the school districts, and to deliver 
the despiiptign and numbers thereof^ in writing, to the town clerk, 
immediately after the formation or alteration thereof : 
. 4* To deliver to such tpwn clerk a description of each neighbor* 
hood, adjoining to any other state, setoff by itself: 

5» To apply A>r and.reeeive from the <^t?nt7 treasurer all ipon- 
ejs apportioned for the use af.iooo;imoq schools iq his town ; 

& To apportion the school moneys received on the first Tuesday 
oC'Apiili in. each year, mmong the several school districts, parts of | 
districts and neighborhoods separately set off, within the town, ia 
proportion to the number of children residing in eajch, over the age 
of four and under that of twenty-one years, as the samis shall have 
appeared from the last 'annual report of their r^pective trus- 
tees* 

7. If the town superiaiendent shall .have received the aehool 
moneys of the town, luid all the i:epprts frofu the several school 
districts therein, before the first Tuesday of April, he shall appor- 
tion such moneys as ^bove directed, within ten days after reiceiving 
all of the said report^ apd the said moneys : 

Si To sue fpr and collect, by his name of offide, all penalties 
and forfeitures imposed in this title^ and ii^ respect to which no 
other provision is made, which shall be incucred by any officer q^ 
inhabitant of his town, and afler deduciipg his co^^ aud expensee, 
tp add the si|m^ reeqvered tq the school nmieys reoeiyed by Mm, 
^ k^ aj^poiriioned an4 pnid in the saroemmuer. 

No. 34-— § 9. In making the apportionment of moneys among 

(1) LawB of 18iS, Chap. 86, §1. 



die B0reif«ll «diMt disttieto, no '8l«r€r shall be allotCed to any diatrfel^ 
part of a di9tl>ict or separate neighborhood, fh>m Which no sufficient 
ttmual report shall have been received for the year ending on the 
last day of December immediately preee<Mng the apportionment. 

ip9. $6-. — [§10b] In making the apportionment of pi^blic money, 
it shall be daty of the town snpeiihtendent to designate the respec- 
tive proportions of teachers' and library money belonging to eadi 
district, and to pay over as much as is d[esigtiated teachers' money, 
im the written order of a majority of the trusted of each district 
t« the teachers entitled lo receive the same. 

No. t6 — [§11*3 ^^ moneys shall be apportioned and paid td 
any distHoi or part of a district, except by special permission of 
th^ state superintendent of common schools, unless it shall appear 
»by eueh report that a school had been kept therein for at least sii: 
months during the year ending at the date of such report, by a 
^ttidiHed teacher ;* that no othw Uian a duly qualified teacher had 
at any tii^e during the year for molne than one month been em- 
ployed' to teadi the school in said district ; and that all moneys re- 
ceived during that year have been appHed to the payment of the 
compensation of suoh teacher ; and no portion of the library money 
shall be apportioned or paid to any district or part of a district, un- 
less it shsil appear from the last annuAl report of the trustees that 
the library money received at the last preceding apportionment 
was duly expend^ according to law, oil or before the first day of 
October subsequent to such apportionment. 

M9. 87 — [§ 11.] Every teacher shall be deemed a qualified 
teaeher who shall hold a certificate dated whhitr one year from the 
fluperintendent of common schools for the town in which such 
teacher shall be employed, or who shall have in possession a state or 
«ouaty certificate of qualificiattoa or a dipbma from the state nor- 
mal school.' 

No, d8^'^[§ 18.1 No part of such moneys shaU be apportl<teed 
dr paid 4o any separate neighborhood adjoin^g another state, un- 
less it shall appear from the report of its trustees that all moneys 
received by Uiem during the year en^ng at the date of such report 
bave been faithfully applied, in paying for the instruction of ch^ 
dren residing in stich neighborhood: 

No. 39 — [§ 14 .j Whenever an appcnrtionment of the puUie 
money '^all not be made to any school district, in consequence of 
any aceidentid omission to tuke any report required by law, or to 
eomply with any Other provision of law^ Or any regulation, the sttit^ 
aaperiiitendent may direct an apportionment to be made-to snch 
district, aeeording to the equitat^e circunistances of the case, to h6 
paid opt of the puWe money on haad ; or if the same shall hati^ 
been dtstribwted, out of the pabUe money to be received in a suc- 
ceeding year. 

No, 40-^£§ 15.] li after the time when the annual reports 
Hre requieed to be datedy and befbr« thiftapporHoi^metit of the school 



(1) Laws of 1851, chap. 151, § J6. (2) Laws of 1849, chap. S82, g 11. 
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qipnajE) dx^l b^ve Jle^n W9i^ a 4wUiQt aba}} be iviy alleved^ ^v n 

^evr dUtrJLGt be formed in tbe t^wm, $o a& to sender an apportKwe» 
mppf. founded #P^y op tke ^nual r^|M>rts, nvyqsl;, as betuweo tivf^ 
or jnore districts of ^he towiu tt^e town gapenot^uadent 9WI tnaka 
'9^ /B^portioojnep^ anu>og aai^ distripte, acQ^rdipg to the luunber of 
children in each, over theagfs of four, aad vpd(?r iwei^nm» yaars^ 
^certaining that impah^ by tjbei l^^ evideooe in hia.poweiv 

. Jff^o. 41t— [§ 15.J ,The prx)yijii9»s of the foregoipg. sectiQii ahatt 
extend iQ all qo^ea whei^e ^;school district. sbaH have bc^n forsiad 
at such time previous ta.^bp £reit di%j of ifa9i|ary> a« l»<»t to bave ei^ 
}Qwed a reasopabletime taba^e ^ept a ^^opl tbenein £dr tibe term 
t^ ^ mc^nthsy such district; bavipg been;%ifaed> oat frf'a diitrict ot 
i^l^icts in which a sphopl sball hava been ke^ fQVi eix moathe^bjr 

Jtje^er ^uly qualiQ«|d| d^ing thp y«ar preo^d^i(g ^be firsi day /^ 
anuary. .••../••.:;.,»•• • ... 

^ .^. 42-^[§ 17.] . All: Q^qneyfs af^T6oB^ by the town ftitWE^' 
in^n^QQt^ k) the tru^^ees of a 4^(rict^. part of a-diatrxct, or separata 
neighborhood, which s^all h^ve r^n^aiqpd in tba .banda of the ta.i^a 
aoper^ntendent for on^ year ^ft^v sMcb appQlJ^ionm^P^ by temoi:o( 
the tri^stees neglecting or refusing to raceiye tjtie aamei^ iballbaad^ 
ded to the moneys ne^t thereafter tp be apportioned bj the totwii 
fiipprinl^nd^Q,^ and sb^ll.be.4U^r|ioaed pad ppvd tJb^rewitb in tha 
wne^^a^oen . 

, So. 43s-[§^ IB.} I^.c^eany. school mopejift reoetvpd by tha 
town superintendent can^ bp a^ji^wirtipped by bmi for theitatw of 
^wo y«af% afftpf tb^ i»pnyp prer^eeivedy by . rcaiQp.of the^ionHiom- 
pUapce 9f all thp ^chpol disirMfts. Mi hip tQWJK irUh tbie prOfjsjoas of 
tbi3 ,ti(le, s^c1Ji. .ni/9P^8 abpll be retumpdfbjr bi<n to the €c>uaty ^a»» 
^er^fp ]>^}f^ bim appqi^tion^d ap4. ^iatribatedt tpgetker pad in Aa 
9^^^e jpoiannef ]vit^ ^he moqeys. pequt tbprepftpr .to be. i^ceived bjr 
him for the use of common schools. 

j JVb.. 44r-r'[g 19.] It sbpUbe the di^ty af thetown sopprin^end- 
^ in each town^ between the fiipt day of July and thp Sirst: day «f 
^i^uat \a eapfi year, to ippl^e-. and trpna^iit to tie county ctenk a 
report in writ;ipg, bepri^^^^ ^"^ tba firpt d<^ of ^uly, in tbe.yeatr 
of it^ tr^amissioni ai^^ atpting, ., 

1. The whole number of schpol 4iAti?ietp ap4 npigbborboodB aajt^ 
pMtelv pet pff witbiw .th% towfi ; : • - , 

, % Thp dist];icts,.partp;9f distoictaap4rnei|j^b(Nrbe^ which 

j:ep^ab#ha,yfii>ej^ttjnpd^t<;^biPfe Pir.bi^jpuppdiaift.prrfeoeaawf > 
in offipp, within tbp tin^ IJini^pd ipr that j^ 

3, The lepgth pf tin^p a j^cbool .sbaJlbave beep kipp^.in each of 
ti|cb- diati;icta or parts oidis^tfipt^^ (J^^nguisbing wbpi» portion of 
iJuit tiaiQ the pcbopl 8|)al( ha7i;e bfpp. l^pt by ^|i;uMiiied.t^aebere : 
. 4-The( amoui\t<?f|)fibHc,woflf^p.recpirj^:.in l^apfeofsaoh dist 
tricts, parts of districts and neighborhoods : .• / . 

^ .$,. "[^ha nwpbpjf^oi^.qhydrpft Jaagbt.4p.ewh, -pni Ij^nawiber of 
children pypr tba.agiEf ^ fopj; i^.pndpr |v^aal|N¥ft0 yi^umi resUing 
inaach: - 



lessor ia^offtee, during the year ending «t thevdaifa 6f toofa.nepoi'^ 
and sinM the date ef the last fyreoeding report'; distingtiisi^iig the 
funonnt i^eceived from the coupty • treiisarei*, and-'iroh^fiiny .^oCher 
iand what ftonnye : * • • t' ^ » ; 

• 7. The -manner in which .sim^ meneyt have been expended, and 
whether any, and what pai<t >reihains vnexpehded, axiid for what 
^eadse t ■ 

' 8. The anieunt of money paid for teaehers^ wagei^ in^ addition to 
tli^ pnblie tnoney paid therefor, the ajiicmiit'ef taoces levied for tmr* 
chasine school-house sites, for building, 'hiring, purchasing, f epait* 
Ing and ipsBring sehool-houseli for fiiel and supplying deficiencies 
ilk race bills, for dititnctUbrarieSy^r-fbr any other purposes allowed 
%y taw, in ^e disUietSy p^rts of di^triateaiid neigbbothoods freal 
which reports shall have been received by him or his immediate 
j»redeces8or ib dfflte, with * such oth^r inibrmiation as the state sup- 
]^rkitendent may fVora tiove to tinhe* recjnire, in rehrtioii to the dkh 
i^etd and schools withiAi his town, > 

' -No. 4S^ — [§ ^^*] Town saperintendenits who negleot t»ikriHfili 
Hie kiformation required by the last pr^eeding section, shall sever* 
ally forfeit to the town ^t the' tise of the oommom 'Schools thereii^ 
the sum of ten dollars, to be seed for by tl|<B snpervlsor of the towik 

No» 46— {§ 31.1 In case the town snpeHntendent in any town 
lAmll n<^ en or be^« the <first d^ of Angikst, in any year, make 
stieh report to the elerk of the eotintiy, it^haU be his diity to give 
finmediaite notice of such neglect to l^e derk of such town. 
' M>. 47-^[§'22.] The town superintendent neglecting to make 
eoch report witbhn = the limited perk>d, i^aH forfeit to the town, for 
the use of the eonMnoQ schoole meirein, the eum of ten dcdlars r and 
Uie sbiare of sehooi moneys' apportioned to such town for the ensu- 
ing year, may, m die diseretion: of the stiEite superintendent be wilih* 
9iel(^ and be diitribeted atnopg the other fownsin the sameebunty, 
frotai which the necessary reports shall have -been received. 

JVb. 48 — [§ 2S.} When the skare iof school moneys apportion* 
^ to a town, shall thus be lost to the tofwn^ by the negjieot of ili 
town sBperintendepfty the town saperhitendent gaUty ef tueh neg* 
lect, and his sureties shall be liable for the full amount so lost widi 
inaterest ■ 

No: 49-:-{§24.} It shall be th^ dal^ of the sntxsrvisor of the 
tewo, npon notice * of suoh' toss^«frbm 'the state superibtendent or 
eban^ treasurer, -fo proseonte wfthotit delayj In the name of thle 
town, for 8ueh< forf^ture ; and the nbn^s recovered shall be die^ 
tributed and paid by sne^ $up^i3or to the several districts, parts 
of districts, or separate neighborhoods of th^ town, in the same 
jAannerad h would iiave b^n <hedutvef the town- superintendent 
to have distributed and paid them, if received from the ooun^ 
trcWtrer. •• • * ' ' * * * 

'' I^. dC^[§ i6Q The^ lowti supeirinietident Ih each town, shall 
keep a just and true account ofs^^chfiol jouj^ne^A .receive^ Wd 



expended by ImI during eAek jrear Ibr wlncb be ikaH iMive been 
cbotiieii, and shall lay the same before the board of audhore of Umm 
aoeoanta at the annual meeting of euch board, in each year. 

No. 51 — [§ 26.] The town superintendent of common schools 
in each town shall, within fifteen days after the termination of lu« 
office, render to his successor in ofiioe, a just and true account; in 
writing, of all school moneys by him received, befi^e the tinse of 
rendering such account, and of the manner in which the same shall 
have been appropriated and expended by him ; and the ao^unl so 
rendered shall be delivered by such succeasor in office to the towa 
derk, to be filed and recorded in his office. 

JVb. 52-^§ 27.] On rendering such account, if any balance 
riiall be found remaining in the hands of the town Sttperintendenl^ 
the same shall immediately be paid by him to his eueeessor ja 
office. 

No. 53— [§ 28.] If such balance, or any part thereof, shall 
have been appropriated by the town superintendent to any piurti* 
cular school district, part of a district or separate neighborhood, and 
siiall remain in his hands for the use thereof, a stateineat of such 
appropriation shall be made in the account so to be rendered, and 
the balance paid to such sKeoessor in office, shall be paid over bgr 
him, aeeording to such appropriation.* 

No. 54 — [g 29.] 6ach successor in office may bring a suit in 
his name of office for the recovery, with interest, of any unpaid bal«- 
anoe of school moneys, that shall appear to have been in the hands 
of any previous town superintendent on leaving his office, eitiiier by 
the accounts rendered by such town superintendent, or by other 
sufficient proofs and in cade of the death of such town enperivten^U 
eot, such suit may be brought against his representatives* 
' No. d5-^[§ 30.] The town superintendent in each town, shall 
have the powers and privileges of a corporation, rso far as to ena*- 
Ue him to take and hold any property trwQsferred to him, for the 
use common schools in such town. 

No. 56^[§ 10.] Town superintendents are hereby auth<msed 
lo administer oaths in all cases relating to school district affairs atid 
controversies, but shall not be entitled to charge any fees there» 
ibr.» 

No, 57 — [§ 81.] The town superintendent shall be entitled te 
receive one dollar and twenty-five cents per day fbr every day 
actually and necessarily devoted by him in hie offidal capacity^ te 
the service of the town Ibr which he may be chosen, the same.to 
be paid iu like manner as other town officers are paid. 

Of the duty of Town Cflerks. 

No. 58— [I 32.] It shaU be the duty of the Town Clerk of 
each town, 

1. To receive and keep all reports made to the town 8Uferti|«> 
tendent from the trustdes of school districts, and. all the bokoks.anp 

(1) Laws of 1S49, chap. SS2, g 10. ' 



pafiers belongiog to the towjji, sQperinieiid^t, wbe» reqiiijred, and 
to file them in bis office : 

2. To remve all his estimates and apportionments of school 
moQjej, and tp record the same in a book to be kept far that pur- 
pose: 

3. To notify the town superintendent, upon receiving notice 
from the county clerk that be has not made bis annual report^ for 
the purpose of making such report* 

ARTICLE FOURTH. 

» 

Of BiipwH(m and St^pervitian ly To>wn ISuperintendeHts, 

No, 59 — [§ 33.] The town superintendent in each town shall 
be the inspector of common ficfaook tbtarein, and every town super- 
intendent, during his continuance in office, shall be deemed a qual- 
ified teacher.^ 

Nq. 60 — [^ 34.] /it shall b^ bis duty to examine all persons 
offering tbe^uselves as pandidales for teachiBg eommon schools ia 
focb town. >' . . 

No* 61^— [§ 35.] Id makiiig sueh- ozamiaation, it shall be tho 
4uty of the town superintendent to ascertain the qualification, of tjtia 
candid^te» in respect to moral cbarm^t^, learning and ability. 

No, 62 — [§ 36 ] If he shall be satisfied in respect to the qual- 
ifications of tb^ candidate! he shall deliver to the person so exikm* 
ined, a certificate aigned by bim^in auob form as shall be pi^escribed 
by the state superintendent, 

No, 63-^[§ 37.] The tcrwa wperintendent may annul aay 
such ceHificat^ givQn by him or bis predeeessors in office^ when he 
shall think. propter* giving at ^ast ten days' previous notice in wri» 
ting to tbe teacb^ holding it, and to the trustees df the distriot in 
which. be may be employed* of his intention to annul the same. 

No, 64— [§ 38.] The town ^iiperint^ndent, whenever.he shall 
deen^ it necessary, may require. a reexamination of all or any of 
the teachers in his town, for th^ purpose of asc^taining their quel- 
ifications to cpntinue as such teachers* 

No, 65 — »[§ 39.3 The annulling of a tsertificate shall not dia« 

aualify the teactier to whom it was given, until a note in writing 
k^reof, coptainiiig the nane of the teacher, and the time whan bS 
certificate was annulfed, shall be made by the towu superintendent! 
and filed in the office of the towp elerk*. 

. No. 66— £§ 40.] When any sohool district shall be oomposed 
of parts of two or more towns, the town superintendent of th0 
town iu which the school house of su^ district; n|ay bi&. situated, 
diall examine into and certify , the qualifications 4s( any teaeher 
offering to teach in such diafcrict, vs Ae same manner as is. piuvi- 
ded.by the preceding sections of this article, and may also in the 
9amQ<nvmiier aauu) the ^rtifinate^of auab teacher ; and no school- 

(i> Laws of lua^ciMipk 99M t* .^ • 



« it* 

hodse slmlt be ^niedied 9o '8S to stu&d on tfati division Hnes of any 
two. or more towns. 

y-Q. 67— [§ 41.] It sfhall be the doty of the town gopeiinten- 
dent to visit ah int^h common 'sdiools, within bis town, as shall be 
organized according to law, at least twice a year, and. oftenec if he 
shall' deem it necessaxy. 

M. 68^[§ 42. J At feufch irisftfttion, the town 8tit)erintendent 
shall examine into the state and condition of snch schools, both ad 
respects the progress of the scholars in. learning, and the good 
order of the schools ; and may give his advice and direction to the 
trastees aoji teachers of sojsh schools as Uvthe.gov6nMB«at t)i«reof^ 

and. the course of atudies to be pursued therein. 

• • . . • ■ ... 

iOf the TormtLtion arid Alteration of Schoot Districts^ ' 

N&. 6d*-^[§ 43j] ' In the er^c^nor alteration of a 9Chbol dis- 
tiict, the trdsieM of wy distriei to be 8£%»eied therein niay apply 
to the supervisor and town clerk to be associated with- the towtf 
snpeHiitendeiiit ^ and ^beir actJon shall be fitial unless duly appeal- 
•«l ifvom ; the oMi^ensatioB of fbe supervisor and town derk wheft 
thus aseociated^ shaH be the'saitte as that of the town iupek^inten-' 
dent^' 

No. 70j— [§ 44.] Whenever it may beeone .necessary or coA^ 
vanf^ tO! fyrm a distfiet out of two or more adjoining towns, fhtf 
town superintendent of each of such adjoining tov^ns, or the majbif 
fnt of tbem, nay form, regulate and alter such district. 

No. 71--^[§ 45.] No alteration of any school Strict, m^dt 
wUhoift the ebnsent of i the trustees thereof, shall takeietiTect tintil 
Ihree months after notioe, in wntSng, shall be^ gi^n by the town 
supernlendent, to some one or inore of snch trustees; nor shall 
any alteration %t regnlaition of an organised school district be made 
to t0ke effeet between ih« ftrst day c^ December in any one year, 
aiui the firat day of May foHowitig. 

No. 72— [§ 46.] If the town supeintendiaot in any town, shall 
r<M}Qire by notice in writhig, the aftendanee oif t^e town super- 
lotcfndeniB of any ofh^ town or townir, ^t a joint meeting 
fep the purpose of altering a school diistrict fbmed from thehc 
rftpisctive towns, and a major part of ^e toWn'«uperintehdents 
notified shall refuse or negleet to attend, tbe town'stipef^tendentlf 
attending, by a majority oJP votes, may call a sp^6iat district -meet- 
ing of soch district; for the purpose of deciding on* such proposed 
olteraAion ; and the decision or such meeting shall be as valid a« 
if made by the town superintendents of all the liowns interested; 
but «liall extend no further ^on to dissolve the distriet Ibrimed 
fibto such tosvns. 

M. 7S^[i 50.] When twb^or'more distrfcts shall be eonsoli<^ 
dated into one, the new district shall succeed to all the rights of 
property possessed by the districts of wMeh U 'shallf Be totn]p6sed, 
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ap^ '.W^i^. & djpbri«t;i8 a&milled «iid povtioos tberoof are anpieked 
to. Qthef: disl^ipto, the property of. the district so annulled shall be 
woi^ by the town superintendent of the town in which the school 
^useis located, at public auction to the highest bidder, therefor^ 
afier at least fLye days pul^ic notice by notices posted in three ov 
. Btqre public places in said town, one of ifhich shall be within the 
distinct so annulled, and the proceeds of such, sale shall be firsl 
applied, so far as ^equisite^ tp the payment of any just debts duo 
£^m the district so annulled, and the residue thereof shall be 
appQKt^i^ed ^ Unft^Dg. the tameable inhabit^tots of the. district so 
ima^^ed.,in the ratjo of their seyeral assessments upon the last 
^(>rre^t^ assessment roll of the town or towns within which such 
district is located..^ 

No. 74 — [§ 52.] When (here shall be any moneys in the hands 
of the QJIieers, of a district that is or may be asinulled^ or b^lc^g- 
ing to such district^ the town superintendent of the town may 
demand sue. for and recoyer ik^e sapie, in his name. of office, and 
shall, sqpiportion the same equitably between the districts to which 
the several portions of such annulled district may have been an- 
liexed^' to be held; aqd enjoiyed as. district- property. 
( Jflq. 75:^[§ 53.3 Whenever *a school. district shall be dissolved 
l^y GouBolidatipn, or otherwise^, U shall be the duty of the trustees 
pf m^h district* to make out ^ the necessary ratebills and taxrlistSy 
aod.i^^ue their warrants according to. law, for the collection of all 
such sums of money as shall be; necessary to discharge all legal 
liabilities of such district so dissolved or consolidated, and to call 
fecial meetings of the legal vote^a of sjovh district, if it be neces- 
sary, to. rause money by tax^t^i discharge such dem^ands^ and the 
GoUector to. whom any such.rate<bill ,or tax^list and warrant idiaU 
be delivered for CQllection, : shall have power .to execute the sam^ 
jfk t^e same manner and with like authority as though such dis- 
trict had not been dissolved or consolidated* 

Of the powers of school district inhabitants, and of the choice, 
duties and powers of school district officers. 

No. 76 — [§54.3 . Whenever any school district shall be formed 
in any town, it shall be the duty of the town superintendent, 
within twenty days thereafter, to prepare a notice in writingi 
describing such district,, and appointing a. time and place for the 
first district meeting, and to deliver such notice to a taxable inhab- 
itant of the district. 

No. .77>^[4 55.] Itshall be.theduty of siich inhabitant to notify 
every other inhabitant of the district, qualified to vote at district 
meetings, by ]isading{the notice in the hearing of such inhabitant^ 
or in case of his absence from home, by leaving a copy thereof, os 
of SO' much ^herepf as relates to the time and pl,ace of such meet>« 
ing^ at the place of his abode, at least, six days before the time o( 
ib^ meeting. . < • 

. (1) Laws of 184^'Ohap. 88«, §2. ' ' ' ' ' ' 



Nk 78 — [§ 56.] In case sdch tiottee shall not be giv«n, or the 
inbabitants of a district Rball refuse ot neglect to assemble, or 
form a district meeting, when so notified ; or in case any such dis- 
trict, having been formed and organised in pursuance 0£ sucfi 
notice, shall afterwards be dissolved, so that no competent author* 
ity shall exist therein, to call a special district meeting in 'the 
manner hereinafter provided; such notice shall be renewed by 
the town superintendent, and served in the manner above pre- 
scribed. 
-. j/Vb 79 — [^ 57.] Every taxable inhabitant' to whom a noHee 
of a district meeting shall have been properly delivered for service, 
who shall refuse or neglect to Fcrve the notice in the manner above 
in this article enjoined, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum 
of five dollars. 

No. 80 — [§ 58.] Whenever any district meeting shall be ealledi 
in the manner prescribed in the preceding sections of this article, 
It shall be the duty of the inhabitants of the district, qualified to 
vote at district nieetings, to assemble together at the time and place 
mentioned in the notice. 

No. 81 — [§ 59.] Every male person of full age, residing in 
any school district, and entitled to hold lands in this state, who 
owns or hires real property in such district subject to taxation for 
sehool purposes, and every resident of such district authorized to 
▼ote at town^ meetings of the town in which such district or part 
of district is situated, and who has paid any rate-biU for teachers* 
wages in such district, within one year preceding, or who owns 
any personal property liable to be taxed for school purposes in 
such districts, exceeding fif^y dollars in value, exclusive of such 
as is exempt from execution, and 'no others, shall be entitled to 
vote at any school district meeting held in such district. 

No. 82--^[§ 60.] If any person offering to vote at any school 
district meeting, shall be challenged as unqualified by any legal 
voter in such district, the chairman presiding at such meeting shall 
require the person so offering, to make the following declaration : 
** I do declare and aflirm tliat I anl an actual resident of this 
school district, and that I am qualified to vote at this meeting." 
And every person making such declaration shall be permitted to 
vote on all questions proposed at such meeting , but if any 
person shall refuse to make such declaration, his vote shall be 
rejected. 

No. 83 — [§ 61.] Every person who shall wilfully make a fktlse 
declaration of hi:^ right to vote at a district meeting, upon being 
challenged as herein before provided, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and punishable hy imprisonment in the county jail 
for a term not exceeding one year, nor less than six months, at the 
discretion of the court ; and any person voting at any school dis- 
• triot meeting without being qualified, shall, on conviction, be subject 
to a fine of ten dc liars, to be sued for and recovered by the trus* 
fees of the district for its use, and with costs of suit, before any 
justice of the peace. 
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2ro, 84^[§ 62.] The inhaliiUBito so entitled to rote, when M 
wsembled in sach district meetings or wben lawfully assembled at 
any other district meeting, shall have power, by a mi\jority of the 
votes of those present: 

1. To appoint a chairman for the time being: 

2, To adjourn from time to time, as occasion may require : 

8. To chose a district clerk, three trustees, a district collector, 
and a librarian at their first meeting, and as often as such offioes 
or either of them become vacated : 

4. To designate a site for a district school house : 

5. To lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of the district, as 
the meeting shall deem suffioieiH to purchase or lease a suitable 
site for a scbo<^ house, i^nd to build, hire or purchase such school 
house, and to keep in repair and furnish the same with the necessaiy 
fuel and appendages : 

6. To alter, repeal and modify their proceedings from time to 
time as occasion may require : 

7« To Tote a tax for the purchase of a book for the pur* 
pose of recording the proceedings in their respective districts : 

8. With the consent of'fthe town 8up«;rintendent of the town, to 
designate Mtes for two or more school houses, for such district, and 
lay a tax on the taxable property in such district, to purchase or 
lease such sites, and to hire, build or purchaHC such school houses, 
and to keep in repair, and furnish the same with necessary fuel 
and appendages, and may also in their discretion lay a tax, not 
exceeding twenty dollars in any one year, to purchase maps, globes^ 
black-boards, and other sehool apparatus. 

No. 85 — [§ 63.1 The trustees chosen at the first legal meeting 
of any school district, shall be divided by lot into three classes, to 
^be numbered, one, two and three; the term of office of the first 
class shall be one year, of the second, two, of the third, three ; 
and oiie trustee only shall thereafter annually be elected, who shall 
hold his office for three years, and until a successor shall be duly 
elected or appointed. In case of a vacancy in the office of either 
of the trustees, during the period for which he or they shall have 
been respectively elected, the person or persons chosen or appointed 
to such vacancy shall hold the office only for the unexpired 
term. 

No. 86— [§ 64.] Every notice of a district meeting called in 
pursuance of this act shaJl state the j>urpose for which such 
meeting is called. > 

No. 87 — [§, 65.] In each school district an annual meeting 
shall be held at the time and place previously appointed ; and 
at the first district meeting, and at each annual meeting, the 
time and place of holding the next annual meeting shall be 
fixed. 

No. 88-^ [§ 66.] WhencTcr the time for holding annual meet- 
ings in a district for the election of district officers shall pass 
wkhout BQch election jlMing held, a special meeting shall be notified 
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by the clerkof sndb diBtriot to efemiA'siidiiaffic^x^ ; lUidif no soch 
notice be gvren by faim ot the trustees last elecled or lippointed^ 
with twenty day« eiftec such Uttie shall haire passed^ the tows 
superintendent or town clerk may order any inhabitatit of suok 
district qualified to TOte at district meelkigSy to notify suchiiieeting 
in the HKanner provided by law in ease of the formatioti of a new 
district ; and the officers > cfaosjaa at any such spedal nieetifig, 
fhall hQ4d their offloe until the time for holding the next aamnl 
meeting. 

jVb. 89— [§ 67.] When -the deck and . all the trustees 6i a 
sehool district shall have remov-ed or otherwise vacated their 
ofiice, and where the records -of a district shall have beea d6'> 
stroyed or lost^ or where trustiies deglect or refuso to call rneet^ 
lags to iihoose trustees, the ' superinfeendent shali have aathori^y 
to order such meetings, and the same shaU be notified ia the 
man^^r provided by Im in. the ease of the formatien of liew 
districts. 

jyo. 90— -[§ 68.] When kt oonseqnenoe of theJoss of tbe libo- 
ords of a school district, or the omission to designate the day ibr its 
annual. pieeting« there shall be none fixed, or it cannot be asceffained, 
the. trustees, of such, district niay: appoint* a day for hokliDg the 
annual meeting of such district.' 

No. 91 — [§ 69.] A special meeting shaU be held in eaeh dis^ 
triet whenever called by the trustees ; and? the proceedings' of ne 
district meeting, annual or special, shall foe held illegal for want of 
a due notice, to all the persons qualified to vote thereat; unless it 
shall appear that the omission to. give such notice was wildil and 
irauduknt* 

No.. 92 — [§.70.] No tax tol>e voted by a dkstrict meeting:: fo» 
building, hiring or purchasing, a- school house, shall exbeed the sum 
of four hundred dollars, unless the town superiBtende'nt of the 
town in which the school house is to be situated, eball certify in 
writing his opinion that a larger sum ought to be raised,- and shall 
specify the sum ; in which case^ a sum not exceeding the sum so 
speei^d, shall be raised; and in districts composed of parts of 
several towns, the certificate of a major part of the siiperintendentik 
of said towns shall be necessary for such purpose. 

No. 93 — [§ 71.] Whenever a majority of all the taxable 
jnliabitants of axxf school district, to be ascertained by taking and 
.recording the ayes and noes of such inli^bitafits attCTding a;t any 
annual, special or adjourned school district meeting l^aily called 
or held, shall determine that the sum proposed and provided for in 
the next preceding section, shall be raised by instalments ; it ^aU 
be the duty of the trustees of stich district, and they art hereby 
authorized to cause the same to be levied, raised and coUectedi, ia 
equal annual instalments, in the same manner, and with the! likt 
authority that dther school district- taxes are raised, levied and/col- 
• lected> And to make oiit their, tax list and warrant, for the . coUeet* 
tioQ c^ sttc^ itistelments aa thfy. become payable itocoriiiig toi^ 



vioto of Khe i^d inM)d»iite ; btit ilie pflc;ftiieiit isr c^le^tion of f&e 
last; instalment sheXt aot &e extendfed be jond five years fVom the 
time saeh vote wbs ta^en ; and no vote to levy any such tax shall' 
be reoonaidered exoefpt. at an ae^onmed genet«I or social meeting 
to be held wilMn thirty ^ys thereafter, and the same majority 
sfaall be reqrared for reconsidevation as is required to levy sueh tte. 

No. 94---[§ 72.] In every ease where a district embraces a 
part of more than- one town, the town superihtenfdents et tlie 
towns so ii) part embraced, upon application of the trustees bf such 
districts^ or of those persons liable to pay texes upon real property 
therein, shall {nfoceed to enquire and determiofi whether die valu*> 
atlon of real property upon :the several assessment rolls of said 
towns are substantially just as compared with each other, so fturas 
sueh district is concerned, and if determined not to be so, they 
shall determine the relative proportion of taxes that ought to be 
assessed upon the real property of the parts of such districts so 
lying in diftrent towns, aM the trustees of such district shair there- 
upon assess the proportion of any tax thereilfter to be raised accord 
^g to the determination of said superintendents until the same 
shall be altered by said superintendents upon like application,' 
using the assessment roHs of the several towns to distribute the 
. said proporMon among the persons liable to be assessed for the 
same. In cases where two superintendents i^n be unable to 
agree, they shall summon a superintendent from some adjmning 
town, who- shall unite in such inquiry and determination. 

No. 96 — [§ 73»] Whenever a school house shall have been 
built or purchased for a district, the site of such school house shall 
not be changed, nor the building thereon be removed, as long as 
the district shall remiun unatteredj unless by the consent, in wri- 
trag, of the town superititendents of common schools, of the town 
or towns wilJiin which such (districts shall be situated, stating tha^ 
in their opinion sueh removal is necessary ; nor then, unless a ma- 
jority of all the taxable inhabitants of said district to be ascertain*^ 
ed by tiaking and recording the ayes and noes, at a special meet- 
ing, cafied for that purpose, shall be in favor of such new site. 

No. 96 — [§ 74.] Whenever the site of a school house shall 
have been changed as herein provided, the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict entitled to vote, lawfully assembled at any district meeting, 
shi^t have power by a minority of the votes of those present, to 
direct the sale of the former site or lot, and the buildings thereon, 
and appurtenances, or any part thereof, at such price, and upon 
such terma as they shall deem most advantageous to the district ; 
and any deed duly executed by the trustees of such district, or a 
majority of them, in pursuance of sn<^ direction, shall be valid 
and effectual to pass all the estate or interest of such school dis- 
trict in the premises intended to be conveyed thereby, to the gran- 
tee named in such deed ; and when a credit shall be directed to 
be given upon sueh sale, fbr the consideration money, or any part 
thereof, the trustees are hereby authorized to take m their oorpo* 

8 
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ral8 name^ sucb eeoariij by bood and mortgage^ or otherwise, for 
the pajment thereof, as thej shall deem best, and shall hold the 
same as a corporatioo, and account therefor to their .successors in 
office and to the district, in the manner thej are now required by 
law to account for moneys received by them ; and the trustees of 
any such district for the time being, may in their name of office, 
sue for and recover the moneys ^e and unpaid upon any security 
sa taken by them, or their predecessors in office, with interest and 
cost. 

No. 97 — [§ 75.] All moneys arising from any sale made in 
pursuance of the last preceding section, shall be appropria^d to the 
paym^t of the expenses incurred in procuring a new site, and in 
removing or erecting a school house, or either of them, so far as 
such application thereof shall be deemed necessary. 

No, 98^-[§ 77*] In ease the office of trustee shall be vacated 
by the death, refusal to serve, removal out of the district^ or inca- 
pacity of any such pfficer^and the vacancy shall not be supplied 
ly a district meeting within one month thereafter, the town super- 
intendent of the town may appoint any person residing in such 
district to supply such vacancy. 

No, 99*^[| 78.] In case of a vacancy in the offiee of school 
district clerk, colleotor or librarian, for any of the causes men- 
tioned in the next preceding section, such vacancy may be supplied 
by appointment under the hiands of the trustees of the district or a 
majority of them, and the persona so appointed shall hold their 
respective offices until the next annual meeting of the district, and 
until others are elected in their places. 

No. 100— [§ 79.] Every person duly chosen or appointed to 
any such office, who^ without sufficient cause, shall refuse to serve 
thexeiuy shall forfeit the sum of five dollars ; and every person so 
chosen or appointed, and not having refused to aec^t, who shall 
neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of 
ten dollars. 

No. 101 — [§ ^0.] Any person chosen or appointed to any 
such office, may resign the same by presenting his resignation to 
the town superintendent of the town where such officer shall 
reside, who is authorised for sufficient cause shown to him, to 
accept the same, and the acceptance of such resignation shall be a 
bar to the recovery of either of the penalties mentioned in the 
preceding section. The town superintendent accepting the resig- 
nation shall give notice thereof to the clerk, or to one of the 
trustees of the school district, to which the officer resigning shall 
belong. 

No. 102— [§ 81.] It shall be the duty of the clerk of each 
sdiool district, 

1. To record the proceedings of his district in a book to be pro- 
vided for that purpose by the district, and to enter therein true 
copies of all reports made by the trustees of his district, to the 
town superintendent* 
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^. To gire notice of the time and place for special district meet^ 
ings, when the same shall be called by the trustees of the distriet, 
to each inhabitant of such district liable to pay taxes, at least five 
days before such meeting shall be held, in the manner prescribed 
in the fifty-fifth section of this act : 

3. To afiix a^ notice in writing of the time and place for any 
adjourned district meeting, when the same shall be adjourned for a 
longer time than one month, in at least four of the most publle 
places of such district, at least five days before the time appointed 
for such adjourned meeting : 

4. To give the like notice of every annual district meeting : 

5. To keep and preserve all records, books and papers, belong- 
ing to his office, and to deliver the same to his successor in offiee ; 
and in case of his neglect or refusal so to do^ he shall be subject to 
a fine of not exceeding fifty dollars. 

Of the duty of trustees of school districts. 

No. 103 — [§ 82.] It shall be the duty of the trustees of evcvy 
school district^ and they shall have power, 

1. To caH special meetinp of the inhabitants of such districts 
liable to pay taxes, whenever they shall deem it necessary and 
proper: 

2. To give notice of special, annual and adjourned meetings 
in the manner prescribed in the last preceding section, if there 
be no clerk of the district, or he be absent or incapable of acting: 

d. To make out a tax list of every district tax, voted by any 
such meeting, containing the names of all the taxable inhabitants 
residing in the district at the time of making out the list, and 
the amount of tax payable by each inhabitant, set opposite to his 
name: 

4. To annex to such tax list a warrant, directed to the eoUee- 
tor of the district,for the collection of the sums in such list mentioned : 

5. To purchase or lease a site for the district school house, as 
designated by a meeting of the district, and to build, hire or pur- 
chase, keep in repair, arid furnish such school house with necessaiy 
fuel and appendages, out of the funds collected and paid to them 
for such purposes : 

6. To have the custody and s&fe-keeping of the district school- 
house : 

7. To contract with and employ all teachers in the districts : 

8. To pay the wages of such teachers when qualified, by giving 
them orders on the town superintendents for the public money be- 
longing to their districts, so far as such moneys shall be sufiicieBt 
for that purpose ; and to ooUect the residue of such wages from all 
persons liable therefor:' 

9. To divide the public monejrs received by them, whenever 
authorized by a vote of their district, into not exceeding two por- 
tions for each year ; to assign and apply one of such portions to 
each term during which a school shall be kept in such district, for 

(1) Laws of 184«,<diap. 882, § IS 



expended by laak duHiig eaeli year fer whi^h 1m duiQ beve Ibeen 
ehoeieii, and shall lay the same before the board of audhora of tow» 
aoeounta at the annual meeting of eucli board, in each year. 

No. 51 — [§ 26.] The town superinteodent of common eohoels 
in each town shall, within fifteen days after the terHiination of hm 
office, render to his successor in offiee, a just and true account^ in 
writing, of all school moaeys by him received, befc^e the time of 
rendering such account, and of the manner in which the same shall 
have been i^ppropriated and ei^nded by him ; ai>d the ac^tinl so 
vead^red shall be deliFered by such suceeasov in office to the town 
deHs, to be filed and recorded in ^is office. 

Jfb. 52^§ 27.] Ob rendering such account, if any balance 
AaU be found remaining in the hands of llie town saperintendeoli 
the same sfaaU immediately be paid by him to his eueeessor in 
office. 

2f6. 53-^;§ 28.] Xf such balanoe, or any part thereof, diall 
have been appropriated by the town snperinteiideiit to any parti* 
cular school district, part of a district or separate neighborhood, and 
ihall remain in his hands for the use thereof, a statement of such 
i^ropriation shall be made in the account so to be rendered, an4 
the balance paid to such successor in office, shall be paid oirer by 
Um, aeniordinff to such appropriation.' 

No. 54^*^[g 29,.] Saeh successor in office may bring a suit in 
bib name of office for the recovery, with interest, of any unpaid bal^ 
aaoe c^sdiool moneys, Uiat ahaU appear to have been in the hands 
of any previous town superintendent on leaving his office, either by 
tbe aoeounts rendered by such town superintendent, or by other 
sufficient proofs and ia <caM of the deitth of such town enperiptsmt 
ent, such suit may bebroHght againat his repreeentatives. 
' No. 55— ^[§ 80.] The town superintendent in each town, ahaSl 
have the powers and privileges of a corporation, rfo far as to enar 
ble him to take and hold any property transferred to him, for the 
use common schools in such town. 

No. 56^[§ 10.] Town superintendents are hereby authmsed 
to admmlster oa'^s in all cases relating to aehool district affairs atkd 
controversies, but shall not be entitled to charge any fees t^ere» 
fcr.» 

iVb. 57 — [§ 81.] The town superintendent shall be entitled t^ 
receive one dollar and twenty-five oenta per day ibr every day 
actually and necessarily devoted by him in hk offidal capacity^ to 
the service of the town for which he may be chosen, the same to 
be paid iu Uke manner as other town officers are pajd. 

Of the duty of Town Cfhrks. 

No. 58~[| 32,] It shall bo the diity of the Town Clerk of 
each town, 

1. To receive and keep all reports made to the town auperh|«> 
iendent from the tru0t«ies of 9ehool diatrictei and. all the boohi/aap 

(1) Laws of 1849, chap. S82, g 10. '^ '' ' ' 



papers belonging to the towp 8uperi9ieiDdeaty when reqoured, and 
to file them in his office : 

2. To receive all his estimates and appordonments of school 
money, and to record the aamo in a book to be kept for that pur- 
pose: 

3. To notify the town superintendent, upon receiving notice 
irom the county clerk that he has not made his annual report, for 
the purpose of making such report* 

ARTICLE FOURTH. 

€^ BnpeetUm and Supervition hy Town ISuperinienienU, 

No, 59 — [§ 33.1 The town superintendent in each town shall 
be the inspector of common sefaools therein, and every town super- 
intendent, during his continuance in office, shall be deemed a qual- 
ified teacher. 1 

Nq. 60 — ^[§ 34.] ' It shall be his duty to examine all persons 
offering the(nselves as candidates for teaching common schools in 
such town. 

No. 61^ — [§ 35.] In making such ejcamiaation, it shall be the 
duty of the town superintendent to ascertain the qualification of t^ 
candidate, in respect to moral character, learning and ability. 

No, 62 — [§ 36 ] If he shall be satisfied in respect to the qual* 
ifications of the candidate, he shall deliver to the person sp exam- 
ined, a certificate signed by him, in such form as shall be presoribed 
by the state superintendent* 

No, 63-^[§ 37.] The town superintendent may annul any 
soch certificate given by him or his predecessors in office, when he 
shall think proper, giving at lisast ten dayV previous notice in wr»» 
ting to the teacher holding it, and to the trustees df the district in 
which he may be employed, of his intention to annul the same. 

No, 64— [§ 38.] The town superintendent, whenever he shall 
deem it necessary, may require a reexamination of all or any of 
the teachers in his town, for the pqrpose of ascertaining their qual- 
ifications to cpntinue as such teachers. 

No, 65 — [^ 39.] The annulling oi a certificate shall not dis« 
aualify the teacher to whom it was given, until a note in writing 
taeieof, containing the name of the teacb^, and the time when his 
certificate was annulled, shall be made by the lown superintendent^ 
and filed in the office of the towp clerk. 

Na. 66^[§ 40.] When any sohool district shall be composed 
of parts of two or more towns, the town superintendent of the 
town in which the school house of sueb district nuiy be. situated, 
^dudl examine into and certify the qualifications «f any teacher 
offering to tea^ in such di^iot, in tihe same manner aa ia. provi- 
ded by the preceding sections of this article, and may also in the 
saiBQui. manner aJinut the eertifieate.of eu«k teacher; and no school- 
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hodse sliall be erected so -fts to sta&d on th^ diVisioir lines of an jr 
two or more towns. 

No. 67 — [§ 41.] It shall be the doty of the town $flperinten- 
dent to visit all sueh common isefaooh, within his town, as shall be 
organized according to law, at least twice a year, and. oftenei; if he 
shall deem it necessary. 

No. 68^-[§ 42. J At feoch visitation, the town 8tit)efintendent 
shall examine into the state and condition of snch schools, both as 
respects the progress of the scholars in. learning, and the good 
order of the schools ; and may give his advice and direction to the 
trustees and teachers of sn^hschoob as to-the.goveKaii^at l|iireof^ 
and. the course of studies to be pursued therein. 

Of the formation and AUercUion of School Districts^ ' 

« 

No. 6d—- [§ 4d<] ' In the erection or alteration of a school dis- 
trict, tlie trustees of any distriet to be affected tfaeret^yi may apply 
to the supervisor and town clerk to be associated with- the towtf 
superintendent y and 4beir action shall be -final unlesi duly appeal- 
ed fpoiB ; the coBipensatioQ of the supervisor and town- derk when 
thus aseoetated, shall be the same as that of the town iupek^inten^ 
dimt^' 

No. 70-*— [§ 44.] Whenever it may beeone .necessary or coh- 
vanienl t0:form a dtstriot oat of two or more adjoining towns, the 
town superintendent of each of such acTjeining towns, or the major 
part of them;, may form, regulate and alter such dis^ct 

No. 71— ^[§ 45.] No alteration of any scfaoi^ Strict, knadis 
wlthoiit the ebnsent of (the trustees thereof, shall take! efi^t until 
three months after notice, in writ^, shall be' given by the town 
supermtendent, to some one or -more of such trustees ; nor shall 
any alteration #r regnlation of an organised school district bemade 
to take effect between the fum cteiy cf December in any one jrear, 
and.the flratday of May following. 

No. 72— [§ 46.] If the town sopeintendeni in any town, shall 
r^nire by notice in writing, the attendance df the town super- 
IntendenCB of any other town or' towntf, ^t a joint meeting 
t&f the purpose c^ alt^ng a school dktrict fbtteedfrom thefaif 
rAsp^otive towns, and a major part of ^e toWn^eiipeiintehdents 
notified shall refuse or negleet to attend, the town snpenntendenti 
attending, by a majority of votes, mAy call a sp<i6(at district -meet- 
ing of SQch distrfiot; for the purpose of deddhig on such proposed 
iteration; and the decision of such meeting shall be as valid as 
if made by the town superintendents of all the Vowns 'interested; 
but^hall e&tend no farther ^an to diseoko the distriet Ibrme^ 
fibm such tosvns. • 

£h. 7d^[i 50.] When twaor motra disti^ts shall be «eneo1l^ 
di^ed: into one, the new dtstriet shall succeed to all the rights of 
property possessed by the districts of wideb il 'shall Be eem]posed, 
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9^ yfhMn & dij^^tis annulled «Dd poctioos tbereof &re aiuaeked 
t(x QthcHT. dis^ifiiiSy the property of. the district so annulled skall be 
80I4 1>7 the town superintendent of the town in which the school 
^Kkuse i@ located, at public auction to the l;iigiiest bidder therefor^ 
a^er «t • least five days pul^ic notice by notices posted in three ov 
, rnc^e public placfss in said town, one of which shall be within the 
di^tipct so annulled^ audi the proceeds of such sale shaJl be firsl 
applie4 80.&r as requisite, to. the payment of any just debts due 
from the district so annulled, and the residue thereof shall be 
app^Kti^ned f aiiAVng the taxable inhabitants of the district so 
linsyUed.in. the Talio of their several assessments upon the lasi 
c^re^ted assessment roU of the town or towns within which such 
4i:»t.rict is located..^ . 

iVb. 74 — [§ 52.] When fhere shall be any moneys in the hauds 
of the ctSieers, of a district that is or may be annulled, or belong- 
ing to sne^'. district, the town superintendent of , the town may 
demaiK^ sue. fx^r and reooyer ithe saine, in his name, of ofB.ee, and 
shall, apportion the same equitably between the districts to which 
the several portions of such annulled district may have been an-* 
liese^' to be held: ai^d enjo^yed as. district property. 
, J)^o. 75,— [§ 53.] Whenever a school district shall be dissolved 
l^y craaolidatipn, or otherwise,, it shall be the duty of the trustees 
pf such district- to make out aU the necessary ratebills and taxi-listSy 
and i§sue their warrants accord^g to law, for the collection of all 
9ucb sums of money as shall be; necessary to discharge all legal 
liabilities of such district so dissolved or. consolidated, and to call 
i^ecial meetings of the legal voters of such district, if it be neoes<- 
sary, tp radse money by tax,, to; discharge such d^.ands9 and tlie 
collector to. whom, any such. rat&>bill , or tax-<list and warrant i^all 
be delivered for cqllection,; shall have power to execute the same 
jp. tike sai^ue manner and with like authority as though such dis- 
trict had not been dissolved or consolidated. ; 

Of the powers of school district inhabitants, and of the choice^ 
duties and powers of school district officers. 

No. 76-^[§54.] . Whenpver any school district shall be formed 
io any town, it shall be the duty of the town superintendent, 
within twenty days thereafter, to prepare a notice ^n writings 
describing such district,, and appointing a. time and place for the 
first district meeting, and to deliver such notice to a taxable inhab- 
^Bt of the district* 

iVb. •77-^[.^ 55.] It shall betheduty of such inhabitant to notify 
every other : inhabitant of the district, qualified to vote at district 
meetings, by nsad^g, the notice in the hearing of such inhabitant^ 
qv in case of his absence from home, by le&ving a copy thereof,. ps 
of SO; much ^herepf as relates to the time and pl^e of such meet^ 
iog, ^ the, place of his abode, at least, six days before the time p{ 
ib^ meeting. ( 



(i) taws of 1846^, Ohap. 882, §2. • 
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^<fi 78 — [§ 56.] In case stieli notice shall not be given, or Hie 
inhabitants of a dif^trlct shall refuse or neglect to assemble, or 
form a district meeting, when so notified ; or in case any such dis- 
trict, having been formed and organised in pursuance of sucli 
notice, shall afterwards be dissolved, so that no competent author- 
ity shall exi^t therein, to call a special district meeting in the 
manner hereinafter provided ; such notice shall be renewed by 
the town superintendent, and served in the manner above pre- 
scribed. 
- No 79 — [§ 57.] Every taxable inhabitant* to whom a notice 
of a district meeting shall have been properly delivered for service, 
who shall refuse or neglect to Fcrve the pot ice in the manner above 
in this article enjoined, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum 
of five dollars. 

No, 80 — [§ 58.] Whenever any district meeting shall be called, 
in the manner prescribed in the preceding sections of this article. 
It shall be the duty of the inhabitants of the district, qualified to 
vote at district meetings, to assemble together at the time and place 
mentioned in the notice. 

No. 81 — [§ 59.] Every male person of full age, residing in 
any school district, and entitled to hold lands in this state, who 
owns or hires real property in such district subject to taxation for 
school purposes, and every resident of such district authorized to 
vote at town^ meetings of the town in which such district or part 
of district is situated, and who has paid any rate-biU for teachers' 
wages in such district, within one year preceding, or who owns 
any personal property liable to be taxed for school purposes in 
such districts, exceeding fif^y dollars in value, exclusive of such 
as is exempt from execution, and no others, shall be entitled to 
vote at any school district meeting held in such district. 

No, 82— •[§ 60.] If any person offering to vote at any school 
district meeting, shall be challenged as unqualified by any legal 
voter in such district, the chairman presiding at such meeting shall 
require the person so offering, to make the following declaration : 
*' I do declare and aflirm that I anl an actual resident of this 
school district, and that I am qualified to vote at this meeting." 
And every person making such declaration shall be permitted to 
vote on all qbestions proposed at such meeting, but if any 
person shall refuse to make such declaration, his vote shall be 
rejected. 

No, 83 — [§ 61. J Every person who shall wilfully make afiklse 
declaration of hi:^ right to vote at a district meeting, upon being 
challenged as herein before provided, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and punishable by imprisonment in the county jail 
for a term not exceeding one year, nor less than six months, at the 
discretion of the court ; and any person voting at any school dis- 
• trict meeting without being qualified, shall, on conviction, be subject 
to a fine of ten d( liars, to be sued for and recovered by the tros* 
feei of the district for its use, and with costs of suit, before any 
justice of the peace. 
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2f6. 84— [§ 62.] The islii^itttits so entitled to Tote, when 80 
Msembled in each diatriet meetings or when lawfully assembled at 
any other distriet meeting, shall have power, by a majority of the 
votes of those present: 

1« To appoint a chairman for the time being: 
2, To adjourn from time to thne, as occasion may re<]^ire : 
8. To chose a district clerk, three trustees, a district collector, 
aad a librarian at their first meeting, and as often as such offices 
or either of them become vacated : 

4. To designate a site for a district school house : 

5. To lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of the district, as 
the meeting shall deem sufficient to purchase or lease a suitable 
site for a school house, i^nd to build, hire or purchase such school 
boose, and to keep in repair and furnish the same with the necessary 
fuel and appendages : 

6* To alter, repeal and modify their proceedings from time to 
time as occasion may require : 

7« To vote a tax for the purchase of a book for the pur- 
pose of recording the proceedings in their respective districts : 

8. With the consent of'ithe town superintendent of the town, to 
designate ntes for two or more school houses, for such district, and 
lay a tax on the taxable property in suoh district, to purchase or 
lease such sites, and to hire, build or purchase such school houses, 
and to keep in repair, and furnish the same with necessary fuel 
and appendages, and may also in Uieir discretion lay a tax, not 
exceeding twenty dollars in any one year, to porehase maps, globes^ 
blacl»<boards, and other school apparatus. 

No. 85 — [§ 63.] The trustees chosen at the first legal meeting 
of any school district, shall be divided by lot into three classes, to 
*be numbered, one, two and three ; the term of office of the first 
class shall be one year, of the second, two, of the third, three ; 
and oiie trustee only shall thereafter annually be elected, who shall 
hold his office for three years, and until a successor shall be duly 
elected or appointed. In case of a vacancy in the office of either 
of the ti*ustees, during the period for which he or they shall have 
been respectively elected, the person or persons chosen or appointed 
to such vacancy shall hold the office only for the unexpired 
term. 

No, 86-*-[§ 64.] Every notice of a district meeting called in 
pursuance of this act shall state the jpurpose for which such 
meeting is called. ' 

No. 87 — [§. 65.] In each school district an annual meeting 
shall be held at the time and place previously appointed ; and 
at the first district meeting, and at each annual meeting, the 
time and place of holding the next annual meeting shall be 
fixed. 

N4K 88-«-[§ 66.] Whenever the time for holding annual meet- 
ings in a district for the election of district officers shall pass 
without such electioa .being held^a special meeting shall be notified 
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by ^ clerkof sndi distriot to fk»obm'9a6k'.MckA'i ulidif no mich 
iiotioe be glTen by bim or tbe trustees last elected or ^ppointedy 
witb twenty daye atfter supb Uttie sball bave passed, tbe tows 
superintendent or town clerk may order any inbabitant of suck 
district qualified to vote at distriiit raeeftiogSy to notify sucbnieeting 
in the DOtannar provided by law in ease of the fbrmation o^ a new 
district ; and the: .Ulcers cfaosbn at any sueh spedal meetilig, 
^ball hold their offloe unt^ the time for holding the next aamnl 
meeting. 

No. S9—[% 67.] When the derk and . all tke trustees of a 
sebe<^ district shall have removed or. otherwise vacated their 
o£lce^ and where the records -of a district 'shall have been de^* 
stroyed or lost^ or where trustiies neglect or refuse to call meet** 
Migs to (ibooae trustees^ tbe ' sttperiblendent skiaJA have autborky 
to order such meetings, and the same shaU be notified in the 
manner provided by l»w in the ease of the formation of liew 
districts. - ; 

JVo. 80 — [§ 68.] When in consequence of the/loss of thie jfec- 
ords of a scbool district, or the omission to des^ate the day for its 
annual pieeting^ there shall be none fixed, or it cannot be ascertained, 
ibe. trustees, of such district may: appoint* a day for kidding the 
«nnual meeting. of such district. 

No. 91 — [§ 69.] A special meeting shall be held in eaeh dis* 
triet whenever called by the trustees ; and-, the proceedings of ne 
district' meeting, annual or special, shall be held illegal for want of 
a due notice, to all the persons qualified to vote thereat^ unless it 
shall appear that the omission to. give such notice was williil and 
iraudukntk 

No, 92-*-[§.70.] No tax to he voted by a district m<^eting-fot 
building, hiring or purchasing, a- school house, shall exbeed thesuni 
of £our hundred dollars, unless the town superintendent of the 
towU' in which the school house is to be situated, shall certify in 
writing his opinion that a larger sum ought to b« raised,- and shall 
specify tbe sum ; in which case^ a sum not exceeding the sum so 
specified, shall be raised; and in districts composed of parts of 
several towns, the certificate of a meyor part of the superintendent! 
of said towns shall be necessary for such purpose. 

No. 93 — [§ 71.] Whenever a majority of all the taxable 
inhabitants o^ any school district, to be ascertained by taking and 
.tecorcling the ayes and noes of sudi inhiEkbitaats attaoding at any 
annual, special or adjourned school district meeting l^aQy called 
or held, shall determine that the sum proposed and provided. &r in 
the next preceding section, shall be raised by instalmeiits ; it shaU 
be the duty of the trustees of sUch district, and they ar^ hereby 
•authorized to cause the same to be levied, raised and coUected, in 
equal annual instalments, in the same manner, and with the> lil^ 
authority that other school district* taxes are rafsed, leivied and/col- 
• lecte^t ^d to make out their, tax list and warrant, lor the ; coUee*' 
tioit qS mck instalments aa th^; become pad^ahle lUsodriiiig to di^ 



v>ote <yf <Kh6 9^d inial^Umte ; btit ftie paiyment or colleetion of Hie 
lasi; inatalment shall not 6e extended beyond five years from the 
time such vote wae taken $ and no vote to levy any such tax shall 
be reoonaidered exoe^t at an adjourned genetul or social meeting 
to be held v^thin thirty days thereafler, and the same majority 
sfaall be reqtiired for reconsideration as is required to levy such tax. 

No, 94— [§ 72.] In every case where a district embraces a 
part of more than one town, the town superiiitendetits of the 
towns so in part embraced, upon application of the trustees i>i such 
districts^ or of those persons lial^le to pay taxes upon real property 
therein, skall proceed to enquire and determine whether die valu- 
ation of real property upon the several assessment rollis of said 
towns are substantially just as eomparedf with each other; cjo fbras 
such district is concerned, and if determined not to be so, they 
shall determine the relative proportion of taxes that ought to be 
assessed upon the real property of the parts of such districts so 
Ijing ki different towns,, and thie trustees of such district shair there- 
upon assess the proportion of any tax thereafter to be raised accor* 
^g to the deterininadon of said superintendents until the same 
shall be altered by said superintendents upon like application,' 
using the assessment roUs of the several towns to distribute the 
.said proportion among the persons liable to be assessed for the 
same, in cased where two superintendents shall be unable to 
agree, they shall summon a superintendent from some adjoining 
town, who^ shall unite in such inquiry and determination. 

No, 96 — [§ 73»] Whenever a school house shall have been 
built or purchased for a district, the site of such school house shall 
not be cha&ged, nor the building thereon be removed, as long as 
the district shall remain unaltered, unless by the consent, in wri- 
ting, of the town snperintendentis of common schools, of tibe town 
or towns within which such|district6 shall be situated, stating that 
in their opinion such removal id necessary ; nor then, unless a mar 
jority of all the taxable inhabitants of said district to be ascertain-^ 
ed by taking and recording the ayes and noes, at a special meet- 
ing, cafied for that purpose, shall be in favor of such new site. 

No, 96 — [§ 74.1 Whenever the site of a school house shall 
have been changed as herein provided, the inhabitants oi the dis- 
trict entitled to vote, lawfully assembled at any district meeting, 
shall have power by a majority of the votes of those present, to 
direct the sak of the former site or lot, and the buildings thereon, 
and appurtenances), or any part thereof, at such price, and upon 
such terma as they shall deem most advantageous to the district ; 
and any deed duly executed by the trustees of such district, or a 
majority of them, in pursuance of such direction, shall be valid 
and effectual to pass all the estate or interest of such school dis- 
trict in the premises intended to be conveyed thereby, to the gran- 
tee named in such deed ; and when a credit shall be directed to 
be given upon such sale, fbr the considbration money, or any part 
thereof^ the trustees are hereby authorized to take in their corpc^ 
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rate name^ such eecariiy by bond aod mortgage^ or olberwise, for 
tha payment thereof, as they shall deem best, and shall hold the 
same as a corporatioo, and account therefor to their .successors in 
office and to the district, in the manner they are now required by 
law to account for moneys received by them ; and ^ trustees of 
any such district for the time being, may in their name of office, 
sue for and recover the moneys due and unpaid upon any security 
so taken by them, or their predecessors in office, with interest and 
cost 

No, 97— [§ 75.] All moneys arising from any sale made in 
pursuance of the last preceding section, shall be appropriated to the 
payment of the expenses incurred in procuring a new site, and im 
removing or erecting a school housO) or either of them, so far aa 
such application thereof shall be deemed necessary. 

No, 98-— [§ 77.] In ease the office of trustee shall be vacated 
by the death, refusal to serve, removal out of the district, or inca* 
paoity of any such qfficer, and the vacancy shall not be supplied 
hf a district meeting wiUiin (me month thereafter, the town super- 
intendent of the town may appoint any person residing in such 
district to supply such vacancy. 

No, 99--*[§ 78.] In case of a vacancy in the office of school 
district clerk, collector or librarian, for any of the cauaes men- 
tioned in the n&zi preceding section, such vacancy may be supplied 
by appointment under the hands of the trustees of the district or a 
majority of them, and the persona so appointed shall hold their 
respective offices until the next annual meeting of the district, and 
until others are elected in their places. 

No, 100 — [§ 79.] Every pefson duly chosen or appointed to 
any such office, who^ without sufficient cause, shall refuse to serve 
theiein, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars ; and every person so 
chosen or appointed, and not having refused to accept, who shall 
neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of 
ten dollars. 

No, 101 — [§ 80.] Any person chosen or appointed to any 
such office, may resign the same by presenting his resignation to 
the town superintendent of the town where such officer shall 
reside, who is authorised for sufficient cause shown to him, to 
accept the same, and the acceptance of such resignation shall be a 
bar to the recovery of either of the penalties mentioned in the 
preceding section. The town superintendent accepting the resig* 
nation shall give notice thereof to the clerk, or to one of the 
trustees of the school district, to which the officer resigning shall 
belong. 

No. 102— [§ 81.] It shall be the duty of the clerk of each 
sdiool district, 

1. To record the proceedings of his district in a book to be pro- 
vided for that purpose by the district, and to enter therein true 
e»^e8 of all reports made by the trustees of his district, to the 
town aupmitendent* 



^. To giro notice of the time and place for special district iifteet-^ 
ings, when the same shall be called bj the trustees of the district, 
to each inhabitant of such district liable to pay taxes, at least five 
dajs before such meeting shall be held, in the manner prescribed 
in the fifty-fifth section of this act : 

3. To afiix a^ notice in writing of the time and place for any 
adjourned district meeting, when the same shall be adjourned for a 
longer time than one month, in at least four of the most ptibHe 
places of such district, at least five days before the time appointed 
for such adjourned meetiifg : 

4. To give the like notice of every annual district meeting : 

5. To keep and preserve all records, books and papers, belong- 
ing to his office, and to deliver the same to his successor in offiee ; 
and in case ot his neglect or refusal so to do, he shall be subject to 
a fine of not exceeding fifty dollars. 

Of the duty of trustees of school districts. 

No. 103— [§ 82.] It shall be the duty of the trustees of evti^y 
school district, and they shall have power, 

1. To can special meetings of the inhabitants of such districts 
liable to pay taxes, whenever they shall deem it necessary and 
proper: 

2. To give notice of special, annual and adjourned meetings 
in the manner prescribed in the last preceding section, if there 
be no clerk of the district, or he be absent or incapable of acting : 

3. To make out a tax list of every dis^ct tax, voted by aay 
such meeting, containing the names of all the taxable inhabitants 
residing in the district at the time of making out the list, and 
the amount of tax payable by each inhabitant, set opposite to his 
name: 

4. To annex to such tax list a warrant, directed to the coUee- 
tor of the district,for the collection of the sums in such list mentioned : 

5. To purchase or lease a site for the district school house, as 
designated by a meeting of the district, and to build, hire or pur- 
chase, keep in repair, aifd furnish such school house with necessary 
fuel and appendages, out of the funds collected and paid to them 
for such purposes : 

6. To have the custody and sAfe-keeping of the district school- 
house : 

7. To contract with and employ all teachers in the districts : 

8. To pay the wages of such teachers when qualified, by giving 
them orders on the town superintendents for the public mon^ be- 
longing to their districts, so far as such moneys shall be sufikiiait 
for that purpose ; and to collect Uie residue of such wages from all 
persons liable therefor:' 

9. To divide the public moneys received by them, whenever 
authorized by a vote of their district, into riot exceeding two por- 
tions for each year ; to assign and apply one of such portions to 
each term during which a school shall be kept in such district, for 

(1) Laws of 18i9,«hap. 882, § 13 ' " 
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the paymesi of teaeber^ft wages daring socb term ; aod io eoUeel 
tbe residua of such wages, apt pmd by tbe proportion of public 
moa^j allotted for ^hat purpose firom the persons liable therefor, aa 
above provided : 

10. To exempt from the payment of the wages of teachers, 
akher in part or wbollj, such indigent persona within the district 
as tfaej shafl think propar, in anj one quarter or term, and the 
saaie shaU be a charge i^n such district: 

11. To certify such exemptions and deliver the certificate 
thereof to the derk of the district to be kept on file in his 
office: 

12. To ascertain by examination of the school lists kept by such 
teachers, the number of days £ot which each person not so exemptr 
ed| shall be laable to pay for instruction, and the amount piijrable 
by each person : 

Id. To make out a rate-bill containg the name of each person 
so liable, and the amount fot which he is liable ; and to annex 
Iharetd a warrant, for the coHecUon thereof: 

14. To deliver such rate-bill, with the warrant {urneaed, aCber 
the same shall have been made out and signed by theoHi to the col- 
lector of the district, wbo shall execute the same in like, manner 
with other warrants directed by such trustees to such collector for 
the ooUectSon of ^trifet isxes, except as hereinafter provided ; «id 
the collector to whola any such rate-bill and warrant shall be de- 
livered for collection, shall, possess the s«iie power, be entitled 4)0^ 
the same fees, aod suliject to the same restrictions and liabilities 
with their bail and SiUreties, except as hereinafter provided, as by 
this title is provided in i»x>!eeedings to collect $chool c&trict taxes* ' 

No. 104^[§ 9.]' The trustees of any school district may expend? 
in the repair of the school house a isum not exceeding ten dol- 
laH in any one^ year, Imd the same may be levied and cdleoted by 
a separate tax, or added to any t«x authorized to be levied andcol^ 
lected. « 

No. lOd — [§ 84.} Where by reason of the inability to collect 
any tax or rate^bill, there shall be a defidtocy in the amount rais- 
ed, the inhabitants of the district in district meeting shall direct 
the raising of a sufficient sum to supply such deficiency by tax, 
or the same shall be collec^d by latef-bill^ as the case may require. 

No. 106— -[§6.] Any balance required to be raised in any 
school distiict for the payment of teachers' ws^es, beyond tiie 
amount apportioned to such district by the previous provisions of 
this act, and other public moneys belonging to the district, applic»- 
bie to the payment .of teachers' wages, sh£|ll be raised by rate-bill 
to be made out by the trustees, against those sending to school, in 
proportion to the number of days and of children sent, to be ascer- 
tained by the teachers' list ; and in making out such rate-bill, it 
shall be the duty of the trustees to exempt, either .wholly or in part, 
as they may deem expedientr such indigent inhabitants as may, in 

(1) Laws of 1849, cihap. 882, §6, as amended by chap. 151 k^^ of 1861, 
(3) Laws of 1849, ehap. 882, §0 „ 
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tlieir judgment, 1>e entidefl to such exemption, and tbe amoant <^ 
such exemption shall be added totbe first tax list thereafter to be 
made out bj the trustees for district parposes, or shall be separafee- 
\j leried br them as th^ i^ll deem most expedient > 

No. 107— f§ 7.] The same property if?hich is exempt by sec- 
tion twenty-two, of article two, title five, chapter six, part three, of 
the revised statutes, from levy and sale under execution, shall be 
exempt from levy and sale under any warrant to collect any ratt- 
ill for wages of teachers of common schools. ' 

Qf^e Msessment and CoUectian of JKstnet Taxes. 

No. 10^-^[§ 85.] Ik mailing 4>nt a tax list the trastees of «eheol 
<ti8tnct8 shall apportion Hie same aa all the taxable iahabitaats of 
the distriet, or oopporations holding property therein, accordiag io 
ihe valoation of the taxaUe property whidh shall be owned or poa- 
eesaed •by them, at the time i£ inaking out suehlist wiUiin sueh di»> 
trict^ oi^ partly within such difltiiet and partly in an adjoining distriet, 
and Hp«m all leai estate J^i&Dg wkhin the boundaries of such distnet, 
the owneiB-of whseh shaH be nen-resideiits, and whidi shaU belia* 
ble to taxation for ttown er county porposesy and shall be ^uatel 
wilhiB three miles of die site of the sdiool-honse ia such distact. 
But when it shall be asoertsined that the prc^ortioo of any tax 
upon any k)t,tra0t orpaveel not oooupied by any inkabitatit would 
not amount to fifty cents, the trustees in their discretion may omil 
inch lot, tract or paroel>from the tmc list. 

No. 'li^9^-{§ 86.] JLny peison working land under a contvaot for 
a tkaare of the produce of such land, «h^ be deemed ihe pofitteaseti 
ao tar as to vender hun liabAe to taxation therefor, in the district 
where saoh land is eitaate. 

JITo. ilO^§ B7.] Evevy person owning er holding any real 
property withm as^ adiool district, who shall improve and occupy 
the same by his agent or servant, shall, in respect to tiie iiabiM^ 
of soefa property to taxation, be considered a taxable ix&abiCant 
of aae)i dis^et, in >the aame nsanaer aa if he actually reiidded 



No. Ill— [§ 88.] Where any distriet tax for the purpose of 
pnrehasing a site for a scheol-house, or for purchasing or buildings 
keepiag in repair, or fumishtng such school-house with neccmrj 
Aiel and appendages, ^all be lawfiiUy assessed andpaid by any^ 
person, on aeooont of any real property, i^reof he is only tenant 
1^ will, or for three yean, or'for a less period ef time, sndh tenant 
may ehai^e ihe owner ef sndi leal estate willi the ampunt ef the 
tax BO paid by him, unless aome agreement to the epntrary shall 
have been made by such tenant 

JVe. lld--{§ 89.] When any real estate wiibin a distriet, so Ha- 
ble to taxation, shall not be occupied and improved by the owner, 
his serfnni or agent, and diall not be ppaabssed by any tenant, the 
trnsktes ef any district, at tiie time of mfiking oat any tax list >|f 
wWeh any ikx, tluSJL he imqpoaed thereon, riiall miike and insert in 
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(I) lAWBoflSfil, chap. 161, §6-^. (2) Laws of 1761, chap 161,57. 



SQck tax list, a stutement and description of eveiy sncli lot, piece 
or parcel of land jbo owned by non-residents therein,«iin the sam^ 
manner as respired bj law from town assessors in making out the 
assessment roll of their towns ; and if any such lot is known to be- 
long to an incorporated company, liable to taxation in such district^ 
the name of such company shall be specified, and the value of such 
lot or piece of land shall be set down opposite to such descriptioni 
which value shall be the same that was affixed to such lot or piece 
of land in the last assessment roll of the town ; and if the same was 
not separately valued in such roll, then it shall be valued in propor- 
tion to the valuation which was affixed in the said assessment roll 
to the whole tract, of which 6|Dch lot or piece shall be a part. 

Ifo. lis — [§90^] If any tax on the red estate of a noo-resideBt 
mentioned in the tax list delivered to the collector shall be unpaid 
at the time he is required by law to return his warrant, he shall 
deliver to the trustees of such district an account of the taxes so 
remaining due, containing a description of the lots and pieces of 
hmd upon which any taxes were imposed as the same were stated 
itt his tax list tc^ether with the amount of the tax assessed on 
each, and upcm making oath before any justice of the peace or judge 
of any court of record that the taxes mentioned in such account 
remain unpaid, and that after diligent effi>rts he has been unable to 
collect the same, he shall be credited by said trustees with the 
amount thereof. 

No. 114 — [ 91.] Whenever the trustees of any school district 
shall receive such an account of unpaid taxes from any collector, 
they shall compare the same with the original tax list, luid if ft>nnd 
to foe a true transcript, they shall add to such account a certificate 
to the effect that they have compared the same with the original 
tax^'list and found It to be correct, and shall immediately transmit 
•Qch account, with the affidavit of the collector, and their certificate 
to the iareasurer of the county. 

No. 115 — [§92.] Out of any moneys in the county treasury, 
Taised for contiagent expenses, the county treasurer shall pay to , 
the trustees of the school district in which such taxes were imposed, 
the amount thereof so returned as unpaid. 

No. 116 — [§ 98.] Such account, affidavit and corticate shall 
be l«d, by the county treasurer, before the board of supervisors of 
the county, who shall cause the amount of such unpaid taxes, with 
seven per c^it df the amount in addition thereto, to be levied upon 
the lands of non-reudents on which the same were imposed, and if 
imposed upon the lands of any incorporated company, then upon 
Stieh company, in the same manner that the contingetit charges of 
the county are directed to be levied and collected, and when coU 
lected the same shall be returned to the county treasury to reim- 
burse the amount so advanced, mifh the expense of collection. 

No. 117 — £§ 94.] Any person whose lands are included in 
My such account may pay the tax assessed thereon to the eountf 
treasurer, «t any time before the board of sc^wrviscws shall luive 
^foected the same to be levied. 



No, llS-^§95.] The sttme proceedings in Idl respects shall 
he had for the collection of the amount so directed to be raised by 
the board of supervisors as are provided bj law in relation to 
county taxes ; and upon a similar account as in'the case orYX)untj 
taxes of the arrears thereof uncollected, being transmitted bj the 
county treasurer to the comptroller, the same shall be paid on hfs 
warrant to the treasurer of the countj advancing the same ; and 
the amount §o assumed hj the state "shall be collected for its benefit, 
in the manner prescribed by law in respect to the arrears of county 
taxes upon land of *non-residents ; or if any part of the amount 
so assumed consisted of a tax upon any incorporated company the 
same proceedings may also be had for the collection thereof as 
provided by law, in respect to the county taxes assessed upon 
such company. 

No. 119 — [8 96.] The valuations of taxable property shall be 
ascertained so far as possible, from the last assessment roll of the 
town ; and no person shall be entitled to any reduction in the valu- 
ation of such property, as so ascertained unless he shall give notice 
of his claim to such reduction, to the trustees of the district, before 
the tax Hst shall be made out. 

No, 120 — [§ 97.] In every case where such reduction shall 
be duly claimed, and in every case where the valuation of taxable 
property cannot be ascertained, from the last assessment roll of the 
town, the trustees shall ascertain the true value of the property to 
be taxed, from the best evidence in their power, giving notice to 
the persons interested, and proceeding in the same manner as the 
town assessors are required by law to proceed, in the valuations of 
taxable property. 

No. 121— [§ 9^8.] Every taxable inhabitieint of a district, who 
shall have been, within four years, set off from any otherdistrict 
without his consent, and shall* within that period have actually paid 
in such other district, under a lawful assessment therein, a district 
tax for building a school-house, shall be exempted by the trustees 
of the district where he shallreside, from the payment of any tax 
for building a school house therein. 

JVb. 122 — [§ 99.] Every district tax shall be assessed, and the 
tax fist therefor be made out by the trustees, and a proper warrant 
attached thereto, within thirty days after the district meeting in 
which the tax shall have been voted. 

No. 128 — [§ 100.] It shall be the duty of the said trustees, 
after the expiration of the said thirty days, to deliver the said tax 
list and warrant to the collector of the district, and such collector 
is hereby authorised and directed, upon receiving his warraiit, for 
two successive weeks^ to receive such taxes as may be voluntarily 
paid to him ; and in case the whole amount shall not be so. paid 
in, the collector shall proceed forthwith to collect the same; He 
shall receive for his services, on all sdms paid in as aforesaid, one 
per cent, and upon all sums collected. by him after the expiration 
of the time mentioned, five per cent ; and in cade a levy iaxi sale 
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sball he neceasariljr made by such eollectxir, he Ati& be entitled to 
travelling fees at the rate of six cents |)«r miley to be joompnited 
from the school house in such district.^ 

No. 124— [§ 101.] If by the neglect of anj eolkctor, anj 
school monejs shall be lost to any school districti which might have 
been ooUected within the time limited in the warrant delivered to 
•him for their collection^ he shall forfeit to such district the 1^11 
amount of the moneys thus lost, and shall account for and pay over 
the same to the trustees of such district, in the samc^ ^)anner as if 
they bad been collected. ' 

No. 125— r[§ 1D2.2 For the recovery of aU forfeitures, and of 
balances in the hands of a collector which he shall have neglected 
to pay over, the trustees of the district may sue in their name of 
office, and shall foe entitled to recover the same with interest asid 
. costs ; and the moneys recovered shall be applied by them in the 
same manner as if paid without suit 

No. 126 — [§ 103.] ^y collector to whom any «uch tas list 
and warrant ^nay be delivered for coUeotion, may execute the some 
in any other district or town in the same county, or in any other 
county, where the district is a joint district, and composed of t^?ri- 
tory from adjoining counties, in the sam^ mam^er, and with the 
like authority as in the district in which the trustees issuing tbe 
said warrant may reside, and for the beneiit of which said tax is 
intended to be ^llected, and the bailor sureties of any collector 

£*ven for the fiiithful performance of his official duties, are hereby 
iclared and. made li^lefor any moneys received or collected (m 
any such tax list and warrant, and may be prosecuted for the re- 
covery thereof. 

No. 127— |]g 104.] It shall be the duty of the trustees of «diool 
districts, to .procure for the use of their district, two bound bktfik 
books from time tq time, as shall be necesffiiry, in one of which the 
accounts of all moneys received and paid by the trustees, and a 
statement of all nooveable property belonging to the district, shldl 
be entered at large, and «igned by .su<;h trustees, at or before each 
annual meeting in such district. 1!n the other qf the said beoks, 
the teachecs shall ^nter the names of the scholars attending school, 
and the number of days they shall have respectively attended, and 
also the days on which auch school shall have been inspected by 
the town superintendent; which entries shall be verified by tbe 
oath or i^rmatlpn of the teachers. The said hooks shall be pre- 
served by the ti^sjtees as the propctriy of tl^ district, and dmU be 
delivered to thfir successors. 

.No. 128--£§ 105.] When the necessary fuel for the acboel ef 
any district shall notbeprovided, by means of a tax on the inhab- 
itants of the district or. otherwise, it shall be the duty ofthe trustees 
of the district >tQ provide the necessary fuel, an^ levy a tax upon 
the inhabitants of the district to pay for the same.' 

'No. 129--£§ 109.] 'When the trustees of any eehool distaiet 
are required or authoriaied by lawy or by vote of their dJetriet, t9 

(1) Law8 of 1849, chap. 882, §6. (2) Laws of 1849, chap. 882, gT. 
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incur a&j expenae ibr such district^ And when any expenses mcar- 
red by them «re made bj express provision of law a charge upon 
such district, they may raise the amount thereof by tax in the same 
manner as if the definite sum to be raised had been voted by a dis- 
trict meeting, and the same shall be collected and paid oyer In the 
same manner. 

No. 130 — [§ 110.] The warrant issued and annexed to ally 
tax list or rate' bill, shall be under the hands of the trusteei^ of this 
district or a majority of them, and it shall not be necessary ibr the 
said trustees to affix their seals lo any such warrant. 

JVb. 131 — {% 111'] The warrants issued by the trustees of 
school districts for the collection of any district tax authorized to 
be levied, raised and c611ected by this title, or for the collection of 
any rate bill shall have the like force and effect, [except as hej^ein 
l)efore provided in respect to rate bills,] as warrants isstied by 
boards of supervisors of counties to collectors of taxes in towns ; 
and the collector to whom any such warrant may be delivered for 
collection is hereby authorized and required to collect from every 
person in such tax list or rate bill named* the sum therein set op- 
posite to his nam^, or the amount due from any person or persons 
specified therein, itt the same manner that collectors are authorized 
to collect town and county charges, [except as aforesaid.] 

No, 132— [§ 112,] If the sum or sums of money, payable by 
any person natx^ed in such tax list or rate l^ill, shall not be paid 
by him, or collected by such warrant within the time therein limit- 
ed, it shall and may be lawfbl for the trustees to renew such warrant 
m respect to such delinquent person ; or in case such person shaH 
nbt reside iidtfain their district, at the time of making out a tax list 
xyr rateb^l, or shall not reside therein at the expiration of sucfa 
warrant, and no gdods or chattels can be found therein whereon to 
levy the same ; the trustees may sue for and recover the same, in 
their name of office. 

No, 133 — [§ 118.J Whenever the trustees of any school dis- 
trict shall ^scover any error iii a tax list or irate bill made out by 
them, they may with the approbation and consent of the state bu- 
-perintendent, after refunding any amount that may Itave been im- 
properly collected on such tax list or ratp bill, if the same shaH b^ 
retj^ired, amend and correct such tax list or rate bill, in conform!^ 
io law ; and whenever more than one renewal of a warrant for the 
collection of any tax list or rate bill^ may become necessary tn any 
districtythe trustees may make such furtlier renewal, with the 
'Written approbation of the town superintendent of the town in 
nrhieh the sehool house of sud district shall' be located, to be en^- 
dorsed upon such warrant. 

No. 184 — [§114.] IfthemoBeyi apportioned to a district by 
Ihe town «uperintendent ^all not have been paid, it shall be the 
dtfly of the trdirtees thereof, to bring a suit for the recovery of the 
lame, with- interest, against the town superintendent in whoS6 
hands the same shall be, or to pursue such other remedy for ^e 
eoovery thereof, as Lb (Ar shall be given by law. 
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O/Ae annual reports oftmstees, 0ieir duties andKMHties, 

No. 135 — [§ 1 15.] The trustees of each school district shall, 
between the first and fifteenth days of January, in every year, 
make and transmit a report, in writing, to the town superintend- 
ent for such town, dated on the first day of January, in the year 
in which it shall be transmitted. 

No, 136— [§ 116.] Every such report, signed and certified 
by a majority of the trustees making it, shall be delivered to the 
town superintendent, and shall specify, 

1. The whole time any school has been kept in their district 
during the year ending on the day previous to the date of such 
report, and distinguishing what portion of the time such school 
has been kept by qualified teachers : 

2. The amount of moneys received from the town superintend- 
ent during such year, and the manner in nrhich such moneys have 
been expended : 

3. The number of children taught in the district during such 
year.' 

4. The number of children residing in the district on the last 
day of December previous to the making of such report, over the 
age of four years, and under twenty-one years of age, (except In- 
dian children otherwise provided for by law,) and the names of 
the parents or other persons with whom such children shall res- 
pectively reside, and the number of children residing with each :* 

5. The amount of money paid for teachers' wages, in addition 
to the public money paid therefor, the amount of taxes levied in 
said district for purchasing school-house sites, for building, hiring, 
purchasing, repairing and insuring school-houses, for fuel, for 
supplying deficiencies in rate bills, for district libraries^ or for any 
other purpose allowed by law, and such other information in re- 
lation to the schools and the districts as the superintendent of 
common schools may from time to time require. 

No. 137 — [§ 1 17] It shall not be lawful for the trustees of any 
school district to include in their annual returns the names of any 
children who are supported at a county poor-house, or orphan 
asylum. 

No* 138^-[§ 118.] The annual reports of trustees oC school 
districts, of children residing in their district^ shall include all 
over four and under twenty-one years of age, who shall, »i the 
date of such report, actually be in the district, composing a part 
of the family of their parents or guardians, or employers, if such 
parents, guardians, or employers reside at the time in such dis- 
trict, although such residence be temporary, but such report shall 
not include children belonging to the family of any person who 
shall be an inhabitant of any oth6r district in this state, in whioli 
snch children may bei lnw be included in the reports of its trusf 
tees. 
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(1) LaiTB of 1849, chap, 88S, § 8. 
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iVa. 139— [§ 119.] Tl^ trostees of sohQol dUtnGto shall aot 
enumerate and include in their annual reports anj Indian children 
residing on Indian reservations where schools are taught. 

No. 140— [§ 120.] All children included in the reports of the 
tjrustees of any school district shall he entitled to attend the 
schools of such district ; and whenever it shall be necessary for 
the. accommodation of the children in any district^ the trustees 
thereof may hire, temporarily, any room or rooms for the keeping 
of schools therein, and the expense thereof shall be a charge up* 
on such district. 

No. 141 — [§ 121.] Where a school district is formed out of 
two or more adjoining town», it shall be the duty of the trustees 
of such district to make and transmit a report to the town super- 
intendent for each of the towns out of which sueh district shallbe 
formed, within the same time, and in the same manner, isis is re- 
quired by sections one hundred and fifteen, and one hundred and 
sixteen of this act ; distinguishing the number of children ov^ 
the age of four and xinder twenty-one years, residing in each part 
of a district which shall be in a different town from the other 
parts, and the number of children taught, and the amount of 
school moneys received from each part of the district 

No. 142— [§ 122.] Where any neighborhood shall be set off 
by itself, the inhabitants of such separate neighborhood shall an- 
nually meet together and chose one trustee ; whose, duty it ^hall 
he every year, within the tin^ limited for making district re- 
ports, to make and transmit a report in writing, bearing date on 
the first day of January, in the xear in which it shall be transmit- 
ted, to the town superintendent of the town from which such 
neighborhood shall be set ofi^ specifying the number of children 
over the age of four and under twenty-one years, residing in such 
neighborhood, the amount of moneys received from the town su- 
perintendent since the date of last report,- and the mamiier in which 
the same has been expended. 

No. 143-^[§ 123.] Every trustee of a school district, or sepa^ 
rate neighborhood, who shall wilfully sign a false report to the. 
town superintendent of his town, with the intent of causing such 
town superintendent 1)o apportion and pay to his district or neigh- 
borhood, a larger sum than its just proportion of the school moneys 
of the town, shall for. each offence, forfeit the sum of twenty-five 
dollars, and shall also be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

No. 144^[§ 124.] A)l property now vested in the trustees 
of any school district, for the use of schools in. the district, of 
.wdich may be hereafter transferred to such trustees for that pur- 
pose, shall be held by them as a corporation* 
. No. 145 — ^[§ 12$.] The trustees of each school district shall^ 
•nee in each year render to the district, at its annual district 
meeting, a just and true account in writing, of all moneys re- 
ceived by th^m respectively for the use of their district; and of 



maiHier in whieh the same «kAll ttave been «x{>ended, wbich 
tccouftt shall 'be delifered to tbe district clerk, and be filed and 
recorded by him. 

No. 146— [§ 1^.] Any balance of such moneys, which shall 
appear Irem such account to remain in the hands of the trustees, 
or either of them, at the time of rendering the account, shall im- 
mediately be pml to some one or more of their successors in 
office. 

No. 147— f§ 127.] Every trustee w^o ahaU refuse or neglect 
to render such account, or to pay over any balance so found in hii 
hands, shall for each offence forfeit the sum of twenty-fire dollars. 

No. 146 — [% 138.] It shall be the duty of his successors in 
office to prosecute, without delay, in their name of office, for the 
recovery of such forfeiture; and the moneys recorered shall be 
applied by them to the use and benefit of their district schools. 

No. 149 — :[§ 139.] Such successors shall also hare the same 
remedies for the recovery of any unpaid balance in the hands of 
a former trustee, -or his representatives, as are given to the town 
snperintendent agiaint a former town superintendent and his re- 
presentatives ; and the moneys recovered shall be applied by them 
to the use of their district, in the same manner as if they had been 
paid without suit. 

No. 150 — [^ 130.] Every trustee of a school district who 
ehall, while in office, neglect or refuse annually to render an ac- 
count of the moneys received by him as such trustee, shall fbt 
each offence forieit the sum of twenty*five dollars ; and it shall ba 
the duty of the town superintendent of the town in which such 
trustee may reside, to prosecute, without delay, in his name of 
itfffice, for the recovery <^such forfeiture; and the moneys recov- 
ered shall be applied by such superintendent to the use and bene- 
fit of the district school of the district to which such defkulting 
trustee shall bekmg. 

No. 151^ — [§ J 31.] Such town supei'ihtendent shall also have 
the same remedies for the recovery of any unpaid balance of 
moneys, in the hands of -such delinquent trustee, in office, as are 
given to the town superintendents in office, against a former town 
superintendent ; and the moneys recovered shall be applied by 
euoh town superintendent to the use of the district to which the 
same may ^befong, and be paid over to the trtistee or trustees of 
such district, who are not in default. 

No. 152 — £^ 192-2 -^^y person ooneeiving himself .aggrieved 
in consequence of any decision made, 

h By any school district meeting. 

2. By the town superintendent in the forming or altering, or m 
Mfosing to 'form or alter my school district, or in refusing to paj 
any school lAoneys to ^ny sach district: 

3. By the trustees of an|y di^triist, in paying «ny teeeber, or 
refiising td^ pay Mm, or k refitting' to iEidmit -any scholar gratuitously 
into any school : 
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4. Or conoernuig any otjier matter under the present title may 
Appeal to the superintendent) wbo is hereby authorized and 
required to exapaine and decide the 3)EiiBe, and the decision of the 
slate superintendent shall be final and Gonclusive. 

Of school district libraries. 

No. 153 — [§ 133.] The taxable inhabitants of each school 
district in the state, shall have power when lawfully assembled at 
any district meeting, to lay a tax on the district not exceeding tea 
dollars in any one year, for the purchase of a district library, 
consisting of such books as they shall in their district meeting 
direct, and such further sum as they may deem necessary for 
tiie purchase of a book case : The intezKtion to propose sueh 
fax, shall be stated in the notice required to be given of such 
meeting. 

No. 154 — [§ 135. The taxes authorized by the foregoing see- 
Hon to be raised, shall be assessed and collected in the same man^ 
ner as a fax for building a school house» 

No. 155— f§ 136.] The sum of fifty-five thousand dollars, di- 
rected to be distributed to the several school districts of this state, 
by the fourth section of chapter two hundred and thirty-seven of 
the laws of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight shall continue to be 
applied to the purchase of books for a district library, until other- 
wise directed ; but whenever the number of volumes in the district 
nbrary of any district, numbering over fifty children between the 
ages of five and sixteen years, shall exceed one hundred and twen- 
ty-five ; or of any district numbering fifty children or less, between 
the said ages, shall exceed on hundred volumes, the inhabitants of 
the district qualified to vote therein, may, at a special or annual 
meeting duly notified for that purpose, by a majority of votes, ap- 
propriate the whole, or any part of the library money belonging to 
the district for the current year, to the purchase of maps, globes^ 
black boards,or other scientific apparatus, for the use of the school : 
And in every district having the required number of volumes in 
the district library, and the maps, globes, black-boards, and other 
apparatus aforesaid, the said moneys, with the s^probation of the 
state superintendent, may be applied to the payment of teach- 
ers' wages. 

No. 156 — [§ 137.] The trustees of every school district shall 
be trustees of the library of such district ; and the property of 
all books therein, and of the case and other appurtenances thereof 
shall be deemed to be vested in such trustees, so as to enable 
them to maintain any action in relation to the same : It shall be 
their duty to preserve such books and keep them in repair; and 
the expenses incurred for that purpose, may be included in any 
tax list to be made out by them as trustees of a district, and ad- 
ded to any tax voted by a district meeting, and shall be collected 
and paid over in the same manner : The librarian of any district 



library shaR be subject to the directions of the trustees thereof, 
in all matters relating to the preservation of the books and i^ppuN 
tenandes of the library, and may be removed from office by them 
for. wilful disobedience of such directions, or for any wilful 
neglect of duty. 

No. 157— [§ 138.] Trustees of school districts shall be liable 
to their successors for any neglect or omission, in relation to the 
care and superintendence of district libraries, by which any books 
therein are lost or injured, to the full amount of such loss or 
injury in an action on the case, to be brought by such success- 
ors in their name of office. 

No. 158 — [§ 139,] A set of general regulations respecting 
the preservation of school district libraries, the delivery of them 
by librarians and trustees to their successors in office, the use of 
them by the inhabitants of the district, the number of volumes to 
be taken by any one person at any one time or during any term, 
the periods of their return, the fines and penalties that may be 
imposed by the trustees of such libraries for not returning, for 
losing or destroying any of the books therein, or for soiling, de- 
facing, or injuring them, and the conditions upon which any 
school distnct may apply the library money to the payment of 
teachers' wages, may be framed by the state superintendent, and 
printed copies thereof shall be furnished to each school district 
of the state ; which regulations shall be obligatory upon all per- 
sons and officers having charge of such libraries, or using or pos- 
sessing any of the books thereof. Such fines may be recovered 
in an action of debt, in the name of the trustees of any such libra- 
ry, of the person on whom they are imposed, except such person 
be a minor ; in which case they may be recovered of the parent 
or guardian of such minor, unless notice in writing shall have been 
given by such parent or guardian to the trustees of such library, 
that they will not be responsible for any books delivered such mi- 
nor : And persons with whom such' minors reside shall be liable 
in the same manner and to the same extent, in cases where the pa- 
rent of such minor does not reside in the district. 

No. 159 — [§ 140.] Any person conceiving himself aggrieved 
by any act or decision of any trustees of school districts, concern- 
ing district libraries, or the books therein, or the use of such 
books, or of ^n/ librarian, or of any district meeting in relation 
to their school library, may appeal to the state superintendent in 
the same manner as provided by law. 

No. 160 — [§ 141.] The legal voters in any two or more ad- 
joining districts may^ in such cases as may be approved by the 
town superintendent, unite their library moneys and funds as they 
shall be received or collected, and purchase a joint library for the 
use of the inhabitants of such districts, which shall be selected by 
the trustees thereof, or by such persons as they shdl designate, 
and shall be under the charge of a librarian to be appointed by 
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them ; and the foregoing provisions of this act sfaall be applicable 
to the said joint librariea, except that the property in them shall 
be deemed to be vested in all the trustees, fer the time being, of 
the districts so united. And in case any such district shall de- 
sire to divide such library, such division shall be made by the 
trustees of the two districts whose libraries are so united, and. in 
case they cannot agree, then such division shall be made by the 
town superintendent. • 

No, 101 — [§ 142.J Where, by reason of the non-compliance 
with the conditions prescribed by law, the library money shall be 
withheld from any school district, the same may be distributed 
among other districts complying with such conditions, or may be 
retained and paid subsequently to the district from which the 
same was withheld, as shall be directed by the state superintend- 
ent according to the circumstances of the case. 

No. 162— [§ 143,] The state superintendent whenever re- 
quested by the trustees of a school district, under the directions 
of the legal voters of such district, may select a library for their 
use, and cause the same to be delivered to the clerk of the county 
in which such district is situated, at its expense. 

ARTICLE SIXTH. 

Of certain duties of the county clerks. 

Sbo. 172.— -Oonnty clerk to report to the superintendent of com*' 

mon schools ; what, and when. 
Sbo. 178.^— Forfeiture for neglecting it. 
Sec. 174.--'Who to prosecute for it, and where paid when recor* 

ered. 
Sco. 175.-- Doty of county clerk when' commissioners [town sn- 

perintendeats] do not report. 

No. 163— § 172. [§ 112.] It shall be thftduty of each county 
clerk, between the first day of August and the first day of October, 
in every year, to make and transmit to the superintendent of com* 
mon schools, a report in writing, containing the whole number of 
towns in his county, distinguishing the towns from which the ne- 
cessary reports have been made to him by the town superintend- 
ent of common schools, and containing abstracts of all such re- 
ports in such form as the state superintendent shall direct. 

No. 164—8 173. [§ 113.] Every clerk who shall refuse or 
neglect to make such report, within the period so limited, shall, 
for each ofience, forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars to the use 
of the school fund of the state. 

No. 165— § 174. [§ 114.] It shall be the duty of the superin- 
tendent of common schools to prosecute without delay, in his 
name of office, for such forfeiture, and to pay the moneys recov- 
ered, into the treasury of the state, to the credit of the school fund. 
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No. 166— [| 144.] It shall be, the duty of each countj clerk, 
immediately after the first day of Augast in erery year, in case the 
town saperintendent of any town in his county shdi have neglect- 
ed to make to him his annual report, to give notice ofsnch neglect 
to the clerk of the town, who shall immediately noti^ anch town 
superintendent for the purpose of making his report. > 

MUceUaneous provisions connected with the fortgoing artieies* 

No. 167 — [§ 1,] Common schools in the several school dis- 
tricts in this state shall be free to all persons residing in the dis- 
trict over five and under twenty-one years of age, as herein [^before] 
provided. Persons not resident of a district may be admitted in- 
to the schools kept therein, with the approbation in writing of the 
trustees thereof, or a majority of them.* 

No, J 68 — [§145.] Town superintendents, trustees, collectors 
and clerks of school districts, refusing or wilfully neglecting to 
make any report, or to perform any other duty required by law, 
or by regulations or decisions made under the authority of any 
statute, shall severally forfeit to their town, or to their district as 
the case may be, for the use of the common schools therein, the 
sum often dollars for each such neglect or refusal, which penalty 
shall be sued for and collected by the supervisor of the town, and 
paid over to the proper officers to be distributed for the benefit of 
the common schools in the town or district to which such penalty 
belongs ; and when the share of school or library money appor- 
tioned to any town or district, or school, or any portions thereof, 
or any money to which a town or district would have been entitled, 
shall be lost in consequence of any wilful neglect of official duty 
by any town superintendent or trustees or clerks of school dis- 
tricts, the officers guilty of such neglect shall forfeHto the town 
or district the full amount, with interest, of the nioiieys so lost ; 
and they shall be jointly and severally liable for the payment of 
such forfeiture. 

No. 169 — [§ 146.] In any suit which shall hereafler be com- 
menced against town superintendents or officers of school districts^ 
for any act performed by virtue of, or under color of their offices, 
or fbr any refusal or omission to perform any duty enjoined by law, 
and which might have been the subject of an appeal to the super- 
intendent, no costs shall be allowed to the plaintiff in cases where 
the court shall certify that it appeared on the trial of the cause 
that the defendants acted in good faith. Bm this provision shall 
not extend to suits for penalties, nor to suits or proceedings to en- 
force the decisions of the superintendent. 

-^0. 170 — [§ l.]a Whenever a suit shall have been commen- 
ced or shall hereafter be commenced against the trustees of a 

(1) Laws of 184T,. obap. 480, § 144. (2) Laws of 1861, chap. 151, § 1. 
(a) Laws of ]84'7, chap. 172, g 1, 2, 8, 4. Laws of 1849, cbap. 888. 
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school ^district hi consequence of acts by them performed in pur- 
suance of and by the dif ection of such district for any act per- 
ibrmed by virtue of, or under color of their oflice, and such suit 
shall have been finally determined, or whenever, after the final 
determination of any suit commenced by or again&it any trustees or 
other officers of a school district, a majority of the taxable inhab- 
itants of any school district shall so determine, it shall be thediity 
of the trustees to ascertain in the manner hereinafter described, 
the actual amount of all the costs, charges and expenses paid by 
such officer, and to cause the same to be assessed upon and col- 
lected of the taxable inhabitants of said district in the same man- 
ner as other taxes of said district are by law aissessed and collected, 
and when so collected, to pay the same over to the officer by 
virtue of this act entitled to receive the same ; but this provision 
shall not extend to suits for penalties, nor suits or proceedings to 
enforce the decisions of the superintendent. 

No. 171 — [§ 2.] Whenever any person mentioned in the first 
section of this act shall have paid any costs, charges or expenses 
as mentioned in said fitst section, he shall make out an account 
of such charges, costs and expenses so paid by him, giving the 
items thereof, and verify the same by his oath or affirmation ; he 
shall serve a copy of said account so sworn to, upon the trustees 
of tbe district against which such claim shall be made, together 
with a notice in writing that on a certain day therein specified, he 
will present such account to the board of supervisors of the county 
in which such school district shall be situated, for settlement at 
some legal meeting of such board ; and it shall be the duty of the 
officer upon whom such copy, account and notice shall be served, 
to attend at the time and plac^ in such notice specified, to pro- 
tect the rights and interests of such district upon such settle- 
ment. 

No, 172 — [§ 3.] Upon the appearance of the parties, or upon 
due proof of service of the notice and copy of account mentioned 
in the second section of thip act, if the said board shall be of opinion 
that such account or any portion thereof ought justly to be paid to 
the claimant, such board may by an order to be made by a majority 
of all the members elected to the same, and to be entered in its 
minutes, require such account or such part thereof as such board 
shall be of opinion ought justly to be paid to the claimant, by 
such district to be so paid ; but no portion of such account shall 
be so ordered to be paid which shall appear to the said board to 
have arisen from the wilful neglect or misconduct of the claimant. 
The account, with the oath of the party claiming the same, shall 
be prima facie evidence of the correctness thereof. The board 
may adjourn the hearing from time to time as justice shall seem 
to require. 

No, 173 — [§ 4.] It shall be the duty of the trustees of any 
school district, within thirty days after service of a copy of such 

9 
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order upon them to cause the same to be entered at length m the 
book of records of said district, and to issue to the collector of 
Baid district a warrant for the collection of the amount so directed 
to be paid, in the same manner and with the like force and effect 
as upon a tax voted by said district. 

i^o. 174-^[§ l.]5 No person shall wilfully disturb, interrupt 
or disquiet any assemblage of persons met at any school district, 
with the assent of the trustees of the school district, for the pur- 
pose of receiving instruction in any of the branches of education 
usually taught in the common schools of this state, or in the 
science of music. 

No, 175 — [§ 2.] Whoever shall violate the provisions of the 
foregoing section, may be tried before any justice of the peace of 
the county, or any mayor, alderman, recorder, or other magistrate 
of any city where the offence shall be committed ; and upon con- 
viction, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars, for 
the use and benefit of the school district in which such offence 
shall be committed. 

JVb. 176 — [§ 8.] It shall be the duty of the trustees of any 
school district in which any such offence shall be committed, to 
prosecute such offender before any officer having cognizance of 
such offence. 

No. 177— [§ 4.] If any person convicted of the offence here- 
in prohibited, shall not immediately pay the penalty incurred, 
with the costs of conviction, or give security, to the satisfaction of 
the officer before whom such conviction shall be had, for the pay- 
ment of the said penalty and costs within twenty days thereafter, 
he shall be committed by warrant to the common jail of the county, 
until the same be paid, or for such term, not exceeding thirty 
days, as sliall be specified in such warrant. 

No. 178 — [§ 5.] It shall and may be lawful for any person 
who may be complained of for a violaticm of the provisions of this 
act, to demand of such magistrate that he may be tried by a jury. 
Upon such demand, it shall be the duty of such officer to issue a 
venire to the proper officer, commandin^r him to summon the same 
number of jurors, and in the same manner, and the said court 
shall proceed to empannel a jury for the trial of said cause, in the 
same manner and subject to all the rules and regulations prescrib- 
ed in the act providing for the trials by jury in courts of special 
sessions. 

No. 179 — [§ 147.] A school for colored children may be es- 
tablished in any city or town of this state, with the approbation of the 
commissioners or town superintendent of such city or town, which 
shall be under the charge of the trustees of the district in which 
such school shall be kept ; and in places where no school dis- 
tricts exist, or where from any cause it may be expedient, such 

' I 11 ■ 'III »«— ^— .. H IP— ».»».».^^»^i».» 

(6) Law9 of .1845, chap. 228, § 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 



131 

school may be placed in charge of trustees to be appointed bj the 
commissioners or town superintendent of common schools of the 
town or city, and if there be none, to be appointed by the state su* 
perintendent. Returns shall be made by the trustees of such 
school to the town superintendent at the same time and in the same 
manner as now provided by law in relation to districts ; and they 
shall particularly specify the nurhber of colored children over four 
and under twenty-one years of age, attending such school from dif- 
ferent districts, naming such districts respectively, and the number 
from each. The town superintendent shall apportion and pay Qver to 
the trustees of such schools, a portion of the money received by them 
annually, in the same manner as now provided by law in respect 
to school districts, allowing to such schools the proper proportion 
for each child over four and under twenty-one years, who shall 
have been instructed in such school at least four months by a 
teacher duly licensed, and shall deduct such proportion from the 
amount that would have been apportioned to the district to which 
such children belong ; and in his report to the state superintend- 
ent, the town superintendent shall specially designate the schools 
for colored children in his town or city. 

No, 180 — [§ 15.] Whenever it shall be satisfactorily proven 
to the state superintendent that any county or town superintendent 
or other school officer, has embezzled the public money, or any 
money coming into his hands for school purposes, or has been 
guilty of the wilful violation of any law, or neglect of any duty, or 
of disobeying any decision, order or regulation of the department 
of common schools, the state superintendent is hereby authorized to 
remove such officer from such office, by an order under the seal of^ 
office of the secretary of state.' 

No. 181. — [§148.] The state superintendent may cause to be 
printed a sufficient number of forms of reports, by trustees of school 
districts and town superintendents and of lists of pupils attending 
schools, and cause them to be transmitted to the several county 
clerks, for the use of those officers and of teachers of schools ; and 
he shall cause title second of chapter fifteen and part first of the 
Revised Statutes to be printed, and shall insert therein all acts and 
paKs of acts which have been passed by the legislature, connected 
with the subjects of the said title, which are now in force ; and 
where any prorisions of the said title have been altered by the 
subsequent acts, such provisions shall be varied so as to make 
them conformable to such alterations ; but the original numbers of 
the sections shall be indicated in such modeVs he shall judge pro- 
per, except as herein amended or altered. Copies of the said title 
so amended shall be transmitted to the town superintendent, and 
all other officers charged, with the performance of any duty under 
its provisions, with such explanations and instructions as ^ay be 
deemed expedient. 

(1) Chap, 382, Laws of lS4V §15. '' '. ' 
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No. 182 — [§150.] All such provisions oi law as are repugnant 
to or inconsistent with the provisions of this titled are hereby repeal- 
ed; but nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
impair or affect any of the local provisions respecting the organ- 
ization and management of schools in any of the incorporated 
cities or vttlages or towns of this state, except as the same are 
affected by the preceding sections of this act. 

Town School Funds, 

The acts passed in 1789 for the sale of lands belonging to the 
people of this State, required the Surveyor General to reserve in 
each township, one lot for the support of the gospel, and one lot 
for the use of schools in such township. 

The following is a list of the principal reservations of this nature, 
viz: 

One lot of 550 acres, in each of the twenty-eight townships in 
the Military tract. 

Forty lots of 250 acres each, in each of the twenty townships 
west of the Unadilla river, being ten thousand acres. 

One lot of 640 acres each, in each of the townships of Fayette, 
Clinton, Greene, Warren, Chenango, Sidney and Hampden, then 
in the counties of Broome and Chenango. 

Ten lots of 640 acres each, in the townships along the St. 
Lawrence. 

Sixteen lots of 640 acres each in Totten and Crossfield's pur- 
chase. 

In the township of Fl^ttsburgh 400 acres were reserved for the 
use of a minister of the gospel, and 460 acres for the use of a pub- 
lic school or schools in the said township. 

In the township of Benson 640 acres were reserved for gospel 
and schools. 

By an act passed in 1798, in relation to gospel and school lots, 
it is provided ** that the moneys arising from the leasing of the 
said lots of land as aforesaid, and from the trespasses aforesaid, 
shall be applied to the use of schools or support of the gospel, in 
the original townships, as surveyed, in which such lots shall be 
respectively situated, and for no other purpose ; which said ap- 
plication shall be made, either for schools or gospel or both, and 
in such way and manner as the freeholders and inhabitants of the 
towns in which the same lands shall lie, shall in legal town meet- 
ing, from time to time direct, order and appoint." 

By an act passea in, 1808, the act of 179B was extended to all 
the townships where lots of land are reserved for the support of gos- 
pel and schools, and the following provision was added : 

« § 1. Be it enaetedj Sfc, That the moneys arising from the an- 
nual rents and profits of the gospel lots in each township, shall be 
equally divided by the supervisor and commissioners appointed in 
each township, between the several religious societies legally or- 
ganized in such township, and that the money arising frofn the 



annual, rents, ai^d; profits of the several school lots shall be distri- 
buted among the schools kept in each respective township, bj 
teachers to be approved of by the supervisor and commissioners 
constituted by the act to which this is an amendment, or a mjgority 
of them in said township, in proportion to the aggregate number of ' 
days which the scholars in each respective school shall have res- 
peptively attended such schools in the year imtnediately preceding 
suqh division.'* 

iThe fourth section of an act concerning the gospel and school 
lots passed in 1813, is as follows: 

^And he it further enacted, That the rents, issues, and profits 
of the aforesaid lands, and the annual interest of the moneys arising 
from the sale thereof, shall be applied by the said trustees for the 
time being, to the support of the gospel and schools in their several 
towns in such manner, as the freeholders and inhabitants of the 
towuB respectively, at their annual town meeting, shall order and" 
direct, or as the legislature shall prescribe by law." Session Laws , 
of 1813, p. 157. 

In 1819, an act was passed in relation to the gospel and school ,. 
lots which contains the following section : 

"§ 2. And he it further enacted, That all moneys now due or 
hereafter to become due, and which shall have come into the hands 
of the aforesaid commissioners of public lots, and have not been 
applied and paid over to religious societies, shall be apportioned 
among the several school districts in the several towns of the afore- 
m^tioned counties, [Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca] anything 
in the acts heretofore passed to the contrary notwithstanding." 

By section first of chapter 186, Laws of 1846, (No. 31 ante), 
"the office of trustees of the gospel and school lots in the several, , 
towns in this state is hereby abolished ; and the powers and duties 
now by law conferred and imposed upon said trustees, shall here- 
after be exercised by the town superintendent of (iommon schools." 

By the provisions of chapter XV, Title IV, of Part I of the 
Revised Statutes, the trustees of the several Gospel and school ^ 
lots were authorized and required, 

" 1, To take and hold possession of the gospel and school lot 
of their town : 

" 2. To lease the same for such time not exceeding twenty-one 
years, and upon such conditions as they shall deem expedient : 

</ 3.. To sell the same with the. advice and consent of tho 
inhabitants of the town, in town meeting assembled,for such prices 
and upon such terms of credit as shall appear to them most advan- 
tageous : 

^ 4. ' To invest the proceeds of such sales in loans secured by 
bond add mortgage upon unincumbered real property of the value , 
of double tJie amount loaned. i 

''5. To. purbhasQ ; property so mortgaged upon a Ibre^losare, 
and; to hold aod co6yey|the property so purohaecd, whenever it shall > 
become iieettssar^» 
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<' 6. To release, tbe amount of such loans repaid to them, npoA 
the like security. 

" 7. To applj the rents and profits of such lots, and the inter- 
est of the money arising from the sale thereof, to the support of 
the gbspel and schools, or either, as may be provided by law, in 
such manner as shall be thus provided. 

** 8. To render a just and true account of the proceeds of the 
sales^ and the interest on the loans thereof, and of the rents and 
profits of such gospel and school lots, and of the expenditure and 
appropriation thereof, on the last Tuesday next preceding the 
annual town meeting in each year, to the board of auditors of the 
accounts of other town officers. 

"9. To deliver over to their successors iii office, all books, 
papers and securities relating to the same, at the expiration of 
their respective offices : and 

'^10. To take therefor a receipt, which shall be filed in the 
derk*s office of the town. 

"§ 4. The board of auditors in each town shall annually report 
the state of the accounts of the trustees of the gospel and school 
lots in that town, to the inhabitants thereof, at their annual town 
meeting. 

"§ 5. Whenever a town having lands assigned to it for the 
support of the gospel or of schools, shall be divided into two or 
more towns, or shall be altered in its limits by the annexing of a 
part of its territory to another town or towns, such lands shall be 
sold by the trustees [town superintendent] of the town in which 
such lands were included immediately before such division or 
alteration ; and the proceds thereof shall be apportioned between 
the towns interested therein in the same manner as the other public 
moneys, of towns, so divided or altered, are apportioned. 

*'§ 6. The shares of such moneys to which the towns shall be 
respectively entitled, shall be paid to the trustees of the gospel and 
school lots FTown Superintendents] of the respective towns, and 
shall thereafter be subject to the provisions of this Title. 

*^ § 7. If in either of such towns, trustees of gospel and school 
lots [Town Superintendents] shall not have been chosen, or iherjd 
be none in office, the share of such town shall be paid to the 
supervisor." 

An Act relative to moneys in the hands of Overseers of the Poor, 

' Passed April 27, 1829. 

J 1. It shall be lawful for the inhabitants of any town, iair such 
counties as have abolished the distinction between county and town 
paupers, and in such ^^ounties as may hereafter abolish such dis- 
tinction, at any annual or special town meeting, to appropriate all 
or any part of the monies and funds i*emainiiig in the hands of the 
overseers of the poor of such town, after such abolition, to suoh 
objects and for such purposes as shall be determined at such meet^ 
ing. 
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S 2. If anj such meeting shall appropriate anj such money or 
Ainds for the hedefit of oommon schools in their town, the money so 
a^ropriated shall be d^ominated '^ the CSommon School Fund of 
such town,** and shall be under the care and superintendence of the 
[Town Superintendent] of Common Schools of said town. 

§ 3. If any such meeting shall appropriate such money or 
Auids for the benefit of common schools, after such appropriation 
shall have been made, and after the town superintendent of com- 
mon schools shall have taken the oath of office, the overseers of 
the poor of such towns sl^U then pay over and deliver to the said 
town superintendent such moneys, bonds, mortgages, notes and 
other securities remaining in their hands as Such overseers of the 
poor, as will comport with the appropriation made for the beiiefit . 
of common schools of their town. 

§ 4. The said town superintendents of common schools may sue 
for and collect, in their name of office, the money due or to be- 
come due on such bonds, mortgages, notes or other securities, and 
also all other securities by them taken under the provisions of thi^ 
act. • 

^ 5. The monies, bonds, mortgages, notes and other securities 
aforesaid shall continue and be a permanent fund, to be denomina-* 
ted the common school fond of the town appropriating the ^anie^..; 
the annual interest of which shall be applied to the support, of ; , 
oommon schools in such towns, unless the inhabitants of such town,.:, 
in annual town meeting, shall make a different disposition of the 
whole of the principal and interest, or any. part thereof, for the 
benefit of the common schools of such town. 

§ 6, The said town superintendents of common schools « when- 
ever the whole or any part of the principal of said fund shall come 
to their hands, shall loan the same on bond, secured by a mortga^ 
on real estate of double the value of the monies so loaned, exclu- 
sive of buildings or artificial erections thereon. 

§ ?• The said town superintendents of comnion schools may 
purchase in the estate on which the fund shall have been secured, 
upon the foreclosure of any mortgage, and may hold and conv^y^ 
the same for the use of said fund. 

§ 8. The said town superintendents of common schools shall 
retain the interest of said eommon school fund, which shall be dis- 
tributed and applied to the support of common schools of such 
town, in like manner as the public money for the support of copi- 
mon schools shall be distributed by law* 

§ 9. The said town superintendents of common schools shall 
account annually, in such manner and at such times as town offi- 
cers are required by law to account, and shall deliver to their, suo- 
oessors in office all moneys, books, securities and papers whatsoev- 
er relating to said fund, and shall take a receipt therefor, and file ' 
(he same with the town clerk. 
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Lewiston School Fund. 
[Laws of 1826, p: 239. 1 Rev. Stat. 614.] 

§ i. The property now belonging to the Lcrwiston School Ftind^'^ 
shall remain a continual ^nd, the interest of which sliall be invio- 
lably appropriated to the support of common schools in the villajge 
of Lewiston, under the direction of the commissioners o! the Lew> 
iston school fund for the time being. 

§^52. The commissioners of the Lewiston school fund shall not 
ez^ed three in number^ and shall hold their ofiSces for two years, 
anid until others shall be appointed. In ease of vacancies in the 
office of such commissioners, the vacancies shall be filled and all 
appmntments hereafter be made by the governor and senate, in &it 
*same manner that other appointments are made. 

§ 3. All such commissioners hereafter to be appointed, shall 
continue in office for two years and until others shall be appointed, 
luless in cases of appointment to fill vacancies^ where die term 
shall expire with that of the other commissioners. 

§ 4. Every pei*son hereafter appointed a commissioner of the 
Lewiston school fund shall, before he enters on the duties of his 
office, give to the trustees of the corporation of the village of Lew. 
istM, a bond in the penalty of fifleen thousand dollars, with two 
or more sureties, conditioned that he shall faithfully execute the du- 
ties of his office— which bond shall be deposited with the clerk of 
th^ said corporation. 

§ 5. The (Commissioners of the Lewiston school fhnd shall have 
power and it shall be their duty, 

1. To sell or lease the lots of land in the village of Lewiston, 
belonging to the said fund, on. such terms as they may judge most 
conducive to the interests of the fund : 

2. To certify to the commissioners of the Land office, on receiv- 
ing payment for such sales, a description of the land sold, the price, 
the time when sold, the name of the purchasers, and that the con- 
sid^mtion money and interest has been fully paid : 

8. To loan all moneys which inay come to their hands, belong- 
ing to the fund:' 

4. To take a bond on making such loans to themselves a^ such 
commissioners, secured by a mortgage on unincumbered real prop- 
crtyj of at least idouble the value of the sum loaned, exclusive of 
buildSngs: 

6*' To collect ail bonds and mortgages <l)r other debts due to the 
fund : 

B.'^To pay over to the trustees of comm6n schools 'in the said 
vfliiageV air moneys received by the commissioners for interest on* 
loans or retits of lands belonging to said f\ind : 

'7. To kisep suitable books and accounts of all matters relatiiig 
to'^^he 'mltnagement of said fimd, which shall be open to the inspec- 
tion of the inhabitants of the village at all' reasonable times': 
and — 
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8. To deliver, at the expiration of their several office-s, to the 
remaining oommiBsioners or their successors in office, all the books 
and papers relating to said fund. 

§ 6. Before the trustees of common schools in said village shall 
be entitled to receive such moneys from the commissioners, the 
trustees shall execute a bond to the supervisors of the town of Lew<- 
iston, in such penalty and with swh sureties as the supervisor shall 
approve, conditioned that t^e trustees shall faithfully apply suck 
moneys towards the support of. Achoola in the village of Lewiston^ 
for the benefit of such of its inhabitants as shall have resided in 
the village at least six months ; and shall render a just and true 
account of the expenditure of such moneys to the supervisor, 
when required. 

^ 7. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the corporation of 
the village of Lewiston, in case of any breach of the conditions of 
the bond given by such commissioners, and of the supervisor of the 
town of Lewiston, in case of any breach of the conditions of the 
bon^ given by the trustees of common schools for the villi(ge qf 
Lewiston, to sue for and receive on said hda^ all damages whidi ^ 
may have accrued by such breaches for the use of said schools. 
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PART III. 



INSTRUCTIONS, DIGEST & EXPOSITION 

OF THE 

GENERAL LAWS 

KBLATINa TO 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

WITH FORMS, Ac, FOR THE USE OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 



CHAPTER L 

OF THE SCHOOL FUND AND STATE TAX, AND THEIR APPOR- 
TIONMENT AND DISTRIBUTION AMONG THE SEVERAL 
COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS. 

CoMHON Schools in the several school districts of this state 
are fbee to all persons residing in the district, over four and under 
twenty-one years of age ; and all children enumerated in the an- 
nual reports of the trustees of the several districts are legally en- 
titled to attend the schools of such district. Children whose pa- 
rents or guardians are non-residents of the district in which they 
may desire to attend school, may be admitted into such school, with 
the approbation in writing of the trustees thereof, or of a majority 
of them. If any terms of admission are intended to be imposed, 
other than those common to resident children of the district, such 
terms must be distinctly specified at the time of such admission : 
otherwise it will be presumed that the non-resident children so ad- 
mitted are to share in all the privileges of the school with resident 
children of the district. 

The capital of the common school fund, consisting of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of all lands belonging to the state, is, by the con- 
stitution, to be '* preserved inviolate," and its revenues to be appli- 
ed to the support of common schools. This fund amounted on the 
80th of September last, to $2,243,563.36 ; consisting of bonds for 
lands sold, and fior loans, bank stock, state stock, &c., yielding aa 
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Muniftl revenue of about llS5,000 for distribution among the sev- 
eral school distrietff. 

Bj chapter 237 of the Laws of 1838, the sum of $110,000 
was annually appropriated from the revenoe of the United Stateii 
Deposite Fund, together with an additional anoount of $55,000 for 
the purchase of district libraries. The aggregate amount therefore 
to be annually apportioned and distributed from (he common school 
fund is $800,000. The constitution also provides that <*the sum 
of twenty-five thousand dollars of the revenues of the United 
States Deposite Fund shall each year be appropriated to and made 
a pai't of the capital of the said common school fund ;*' and by 
§ 13 of chapter 382 of the laws of 1849, << whenever any money 
is pud into the treasury of the state for or on account of the com- 
mon school fund, it shall be the duty of the comptroller to credit 
the common dcbool fund with interest on the sum so paid in, at the 
rate of six per cent, per annum, for the time the same shall remain 
in the treasury." 

By the ** Act to establish Free Schools throughout the State," it 
is provided that there shall hereafter be raised by tax, in each and 
every year, upon the real and personal estate within this state, the 
sum of eight hundred thousand dollars, to be levied, assessed and 
collected in the mode prescribed by the revised statutes, relating 
to the assessment and collection of taxes, and when collected be 
paid over to the respective county treasurers, subject to the order 
of the state superintendent of common schools, who is required to 
ascertain the portion of said sum to be assessed and collected in 
each of the several counties of this state, by dividing the said sum 
among the several counties, according to the valuation of real and 
personal estate therein, as it shall appear by the assessment of the 
year next preceding the one in which said sum is to be raised, and 
to certify to the clerk of each county, before the tenth day of July 
in each year, the amount to be raised by tax in such county ; and 
it is made the duty of the several county clerks to deliver to the 
board of supervisors of their respective counties, a copy of such 
certificate, on the first day of their annual session, and of the board 
of supervisors to assess such amount upon the real and personal 
estate of such county, in the manner provided by law for the as- 
sessment and collection of taxes. 

The state superintendent of common schools is required on or 
before the first day of January in every year, to apportion and 
divide, one-third of the sum so raised by general tax, and one- 
third of all other moneys appropriated to the support of common 
schools, among the several school districts, parts of districts, and 
separate neighborhoods in this state, from which reports shall have 
been received in accordance with law, in the following manner, 
viz : to each separate neighborhood belonging to a school district 
in some adjoining state, a sum of money equal to thirty-three cents 
for each child in such neighborhood (between the ages of four and ' 
twenty-one) ; but the sum so to be apportioned and paid to any 
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8ueh,j3eighbot:bl>od» is in no easc^ to exceed the Bum of twont^-feiiir r 
dollars, and the remainder of such one-third is to be Apportioned^ 
and (divided equi^j among the several districts; and the stitte 
supaTintendent of conomioQ schools is, by proper regulaitioDS and 
instructions to be prescribed bj' him, is to provide for the payment 
of Auch moneys to the trustees of such separate neighborhood? and 
school districts. It is also the duty of the state 8U|>erintendeot of 
common schools, on or before the first day of January, in every . 
year, to apportion and divide the remaining two-thirds of the said 
amount of eight Jiundred thousand dollars, together with the re^ - 
maining two-thirds of all other moneys appropriated by the^ state 
for the support of common schools among the several counties, 
cities and towns of the state, in the mode now prescribed by law 
for the division and apportionment of the income of the common 
school fund ; and the share of the several towns and wards so ap- 
portioned and divided, is to be paid over, on and after the first 
Tuesday in February, in each year, to the several town superin- 
tendents of common schools, and ward or dty officers, entitled by 
law to receive the same. 

When the census, or returns, upon which an i^portionment is 
to be made, shall be so far defective, in respect to any county, city, 
or town, as to render it impracticable tor the superintendent to 
ascertain the share of school moneys, which ought then to be ap- 
portioned to such county, city, or town, he is required to ascer- 
tain, by the best evidence in his power, the facts upon which the 
ratio of such apportionment shall depend, and to make the ap- 
portionment accordingly-; and whenever, in consequence of the 
division oi a town, or the erection of a new town, in any county, 
theai^rtionment then in force shall become unjust, as between 
two or more of the towns of such county, he is required to make 
a «ew a{>portionm6nt of the school moneys next to be distributed 
amongst such towns, ascertaining by the best evidence, in his 
power, the facts upon which the ratio of apportionment as to such * 
towns, shall depend. He is also to certify each apportionment : 
made by him, to the comptroller. 

Under these provisions the sum of $1,100,000 is amiually to be . 
apportioned by the state superintendent among the several counties, 
cities and towns, for the support of common schools ; of which the . 
sum of 955,000 is to be applied to library purposes, and the residtie 
exclusively to the payment of the wages of duly qualified teachers, 
in the mode prescribed by law. 

Treasurers of counties have no right to deduct from tiie avftonnt 
of the school moneys apportioned to each town a compiisaion of 
one per cent* They are unquestionably entitled to such a comr 
mission under § 26, 1 B. S. d7Q on the moneys received 
and paid by them for the use of the common schools; but 
they have no right to diminish the amount of the moneys 
placed in -their hands for distribution, under an apportionment by : 
the superintendent. Their commission is a charge upon the countyr 
aid not upon the common school fund. — Com, School Dec. 279. 
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In addition to the funds thus provided by the general law, a 
large proportion of the towns are annually in the receipt of local 
funds, arising from the proceeds of the sales or leases of gospel and 
school lots belonging to such towns, resenred under an act passed 
in 1789, by the stfreyor-general in the original allotment of town- 
ships ; fbom the appropriation of moneys remaining in the hands of 
the overseer of the poor of towns in those counties in which the 
distinction between town and oounty paupers has been abolished, 
to the support of the schools, by a vote of the inhabitants at their 
annual town meeting ; and in some- instonces from testamentAry 
bequests and voluntary donations, for the benefit of common schools. 
In most of the cities of the state, too, as will be seen hereafter, 
large sums are directed by special acts to be raised for the support 
of the public schools. 



CHAPTER II. 



TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS OP COMMON SCHOOL§. \ 

By the first section of chap. 133, Laws of 1843, the offices of 
C)ommissioners and Inspectors of common schools were abolished ; 
and by the first section of chap. 480, Laws of 1847, it is provided 
that there shall hereafter be elected in each of the towns of this 
state, at the same time and in the same manner that other town of- 
ficers are chosen, an officer to be denominated '' Town Superin- 
tendent of common schools." It is his duty, on or before the 
first Monday of November after his election, to execute to the su- 
pervisor of his town and file with the town clerk, a bond, with one 
or more sufficient sureties, to be approved of by said supervisoir 
by endorsement over his signature on said bond, in the penalty of 
double the amount of school money which his town received from 
all sources during the year preceding that for which he shall have 
been elected, conditioned for the faithful application and legal dis- 
bursement of all the school money coming into his hands during 
his term of office, and for the faithful discharge of all the duties 
of said office. In case such bond shall not be executed and filed 
within the time herein specified, the office of such Town Superin- 
tendent is to be deemed vacant, and such or any other vacancy 
is to be filled by any three Justices of the Peace of the same town, 
by a warrant under their hands and seals ; and the persons so ap. 
pointed are, (by the provisions of g 14, chap. 382, Laws of 1849,) 
to hold their offices until the first Monday of J^ovember following 
the next annual town meeting. The justices making such appoint- 
ment are to cause their warrant to be filed with the town clerk 
and to give immediate notice to the person appointed. 
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If there are less than three jastices residing in the town im 
which such vacancy occurs, the resident justice or justices may aa- 
Bociate with themselves one or more justices from any adjoining 
town. 1 Rev. St. 398, § 56. 

Every town superintendent is required on the execution of hie 
bond, as above provided, to enter upon the duties of his office on 
the Jlrsi Monday of November succeeding his election, and is to 
hold his office for two years thereafter ; and whenever the office 
of town superintendent shall be vacant for any cause, or before tha 
time of the annual town meeting, shall be held by a person ap- 
pointed by the Justices as above provided, the electors of the town 
at such town meeting are required to choose a town superintend- 
ent to fill such vacancy or to supercede such appointee ; and the 
person so elected is to enter upon the duties of the office on the 
first Monday of November following his election, and to hold his 
office for the term of two years. 

In the interim between the town meeting and the first Monday 
of November following, the office is to be filled by appointment by 
the Justices. 

Town superintendents are declared by law to be ineligible to 
the offices of Trustee of School District, Supervisor, or Town 
Clerk. 

The powers and duties formerly by law conferred upon the 
trustees of the Gospel and school lots in the several towns of the 
state, are, by the first section of chap. 186, Laws of 1846, vested 
in and to be exercised by town superintendents, 

Town superintendents are entitled to receive SI, 25 per day for 
every day actually and necessarily devoted by them, in their offi- 
cial capacity, to the service of the town in which they are elected, 
to be paid in like manner as other town officers are paid. 

Town superintendents are required, immediately after the com- 
mencement of their official term, to report their names and post of- 
fice address to the Department. 

The various powers and duties appertaining to the office of 
Town Superintendents, may be arranged under the following 
heads : • " 

1st. The formation and alteration of districts. 

2d. The apportionment and payment of public money. 
• 3d. The inspection and licensing of teachers, and the visitatioa 
and supervision of schools. 

4th. The making and transmission of their annual reports. 

5th. The collection of certain penalties and forfeitures. 

6th. Miscellaneous duties under various provisions of law. 

I. OF THS FOBMATION AKD ALTERATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

By the 43d section of the act of 1847, above referred to, it is 
provided that ** in the erection or alteration of a school district, the 
trustees of any district to be affected thereby may apply to the su- 
pervisor and town cierk to be associated with the Town Superin- 
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tendent ; and their action shall he final unless duly appealed from. 
The compensation of the snpervisor and town derk. when thus as- 
sociated, shall be the same as that of the Town Superintendent.'' 
The various remarks under this head will therefore be applicable 
as well to the action of the town supervisor, superintendent and 
derk, when associated together by virtue of this provision, as to 
that of the Town Superintendent alone ; although for the sake of 
brevity and simplicity the latter only is referred to. 

It is proper, however, in this connection to advert to the general 
duties of the town clerk, in his capacity as clerk to the Town Su- 
perintendent, independently of the provision above cited. By the 
32d section of the school act (No. 00) he is required " to receive 
and keep ail reports made to the Town Superintendent from the 
trustees of school districts^and all the books and papers belonging 
to the Town Superintendent when required, and to iile them in 
his office ; to receive all his estimates and apportionments of school 
money, and to record the same in a book to be kept for that pur- 
pose ; and to notify the Town Superintendent, upon receiving no- 
tice from the county clerk, that he has not made his annual report, 
for the purpose of making such report.'' 

Consent of Trustees, and Notice of Alteration, 

By the 45th section of the school act (No. 71) it is provided 
that ^ no alteration of any school district made without the consent 
of the trustees thereof, shall take effect until three months after 
notice in writing shall be given by the Town Superintendent, to 
some one or more of such trustees. Nor shall any alteration or 
regulation of an organized school district he made to take effect 
between the first day of December in any one year, and the first day 
of May following.^* 

As the principal portion of the inhabited territory oi the state 
has already been sub-divided into school districts, every formation 
of a new district will, to a greater or less extent, involve some al- 
teration in districts previously existing^ The consent of a majori- 
ty of the trustees, therefore, of each district affected by such alter- 
ation, or a written notice thereof, to some one of such trustees, is in 
all cases indispensable to the validity of the proceeding. In the 
absencie of such consent, the order of the Town Superintendent is, 
to use a legal phrase, inchoate, or in abeyance, until the expiration 
of three «onths after service of the notice required by law ; and 
the districts to be affected by the proposed alteration remain, for 
all district purposes, in their original condition, the same as though 
no action whatever had been had. 

All alterations made between the first day of December in any 
year, and the first day of May ensuing, should specify on their 
face that they are to take efl^ct on or after the first day of May,and 
if aflter at what time. 

The law has not prescribed any specific time within which the 
notice of the alteration mast be given, where • the consent of triis- 
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. tees has been withheld ; but it is obviously proper tha^ such notice 
should be given at the time of the alteration^ or as soon thereafter 
as may be practicable. A notice at any subsequent period would 
undoubtedly, however, be valid, and would amount to a republica- 
tion of the order of the Town Superintendent , and at thp o^ora- 
tion of three months from the service of such notice^ the alteration 
would take effect. The consent of the trustees, when given, would 
appear from the record of the alteration, but in the absence of such 
proof, it may be established by other testimony. 

Whenever any portion of the inhabitants or territory of one dis- 
trict is annexed to another existing district, the consent of a major- 
ity of the trustees of each district must be procured, or the notice 
required by law must be given. 

The consent of trustees to a proposed alteration in their district 
may be giv^n either verbally or in writing ; and it has even b^^i 
held that their presence at the time of alteration, with full knowl- 
edge of the fact of such alteration, amounts, in the absence of any 
objection on their part, to a consent.-^ Obm. School Dec. 59. 

Persons attached to a district without the consent of trustees, 
may be transferred to another district at any time prior to the ex- 
piration of three months, and such new transfer amounts to a virtu- 
id abandonment of the original order. 

The consent of trustees to an alteration in their dic^ct must in 
all cases have reference to the specific alteration proposed, and:Can 
not be general and unlimited. — Oom, School Dec, 30. 

The provision requiring the consent of trustees to detach persons 
^ from their district, and holding them three months without such 
consent, was made for the benefit and protection of the trustees, to 
whose injury the alteration might operate. For instance, trustees 
might have made contracts and incurred responsibilities which 
would operate oppressively, if some of the most wealthy were de- 
tached before they had time to collect the tax. And to carry this 
intention into effect, the apt should be benignly and favorably con- 
strued for the protection of the trustees. — Id. 

When the supervisor and town clerk are associated with the 
Town Superintendent in the formation or alteration of any dis- 
;,'tficty{a)fiu^ority of the Board may make the requisite order. 

' , Notice for the 07*ganizcUion of a new District. 

t 'Whenever any school district is formed in any town, it is the 
^uty of the Town Superintendent, within twenty days thereafter, 
to prepare a notice in writing, describing such district, and appoint- 
ing a time and place for the first district meeting, and to deliver 
stich notice to a taxable inhabitant of the district, who is bound to 
notify every other inhabitant of the district, qualified to vote at 
district meetings, by reading the notice in the hearing of each: such 
inhabitant, or in case of his absence from home, by leaving a copy 
thereof, mr of so much thereof as relates to th^time and place of 
such meeting, at the place of his abode, at least six days before the 
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tMie of ike Bieeling. I» ease eoeh nn^eeiMlnal befjinm^ o^^ 
tlie inhabkaDts of a didtrtei shall refuse <»r. negl^to asBeiiibhl 
or form a distriet meeting. wbeB> so notified ^ or kk ease -may 
saeh dktricty having been formed and organised in porsbatioe 
o^ audi notice, shall after wardii be didsdhwd, so that no competenS' 
alitbority shall exkt thefein, to call a special district meeting m 
the mamter hereinaflier provided ; soeh notice must be renewed by 
the Town Superintendent, and served in the manner above 
described . —54—56. (Nos. 76—78.) 

The notice here required tq be served on each voier m the dis- 
trict bj the inhabitant to whom the Town Superinten^knt deltverg 
the notice prepared by him, need npt contain the description of ih$ 
district referred to in the 54th section. It is sutficient if it specify 
the time, place, and general object of the meeting. '< It is neces* 
sary for ihe person notifying the inhabitants to have the districi 
described, that he may know whom to aoMfy. The inhabitant 
notified has no necessity for knowing who else is noticed. The 
notice is to him as an individnal. The same section defines the 
extent of this notice to individuals by saymg, when the person is 
absent from home, he is to be warned by leaving at his place of 
abode axjopy of the notice, or of so much thereof as relates to the 
time and place of meeting. This is clear and conclusive. It 
could not be necessary that a personal notice should be more full 
and partii^ular than is required of a notice left in the absence of 
the person notified." — Per Fi^agg, Sup*t, Com, School Dec. 18. 

If in consequence of the refusal of the trustees of the district 
or districts, from which a new district is formed, toconsent to the 
proposed alteration, such new district cannot go into operation 
until after the expiration of three months from the service of notice 
of such alteration, the notice for the first meeting must be deferred 
ulitil the expiration of such titne ; or at least must specify a day 
subsequent thereto for the holding of such meeting. 

Where a meeting has been held and officers chosen under a 
notice given by the^ Town Superintendent, in the mode prescribedl 
by law, a second notice for such organization cannot be given under 
the pretence that the proceedings of such first meeting were in- 
valid or irregular. — Com. School Dec, 176. 

On the formation of a new district, if notice for the first district 
meeting is not given within twenty days, it may be given subse- 
quent to the expiration of that period : the provision requiring the 
notice to be given within that time being directory merely .v-i(/.3d8. 

^y § 50 of the school act, as aaiended by chap. 382, Laws of 
1S49, it iB provided that ^* when two or more districts shall be 
censolidated into one, the new district shall succeed to all the rights 
of property possessed by the districts of which it shall be com- 
posed, and when a district is annulled and portions thereof are 
annexed to other districts, the property of the district so annulled 
shall be sold by the town superintendent of the town in which the 
school house is located, at public auction 
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to the I highest bidder 
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itorefor, aikk' i^idiitfefife dajs pirt>1ie notite bj nMiem ^sled is 
tbrefi ^ more poblic places in said town, one of wliieh shall be 
witlun the distrtei so annulled^ and the proceeds of soch sale shall 
be iirdt applied so ^r as requisite, to the payment of any just debts 
due from the district so annulled, and the residiie thereof shall be 
apportioned among the taxable inhabitants of the distritst so annulled 
iq the ratio of theif several assessments upon the last corrected 
assessment roll of the town, or towns with which such district ia 
located." 

Where there are any moneys in the hands of Ihe officers of a 
district that is or riiay be annulled, or belonging to ^och district, 
the Town Superintendent of common schools of the town may 
demand, sue for, and recover the same, in their name of office, and 
is required to apportion the same eqnitably between the districts 
to which the several portions of sacn annulled district may have 
been iinnexed, to beheld and enjoyed as district property. — Id. 
§53, (No. 74.) 

The former provisions of law, authorizing the sale and appor- 
tionment of district property whenever a new district was formed 
fropa one or more districts possessed of a school house or other 
property, has been repealed: and ho such sale or apportionment 
can take place except in the case of a dissolved district, a$ above 
specified. 

Farmaiioh or aUercUton of MrU Distncts, 

By § 44, (No. 70) of the school act, it is provided that ". when- 
ever it may be ijecessary or convenient to form a district out of 
two or more adjoining town^, the Town Superintendents of ecuik 
of such adjoining towns or the major part of them may forai^ 
regulate and alter such districts." 

, In accordance with the spirit of this provision, and of the adju- 
dications under it, it is conceived that the assent of the Town iSu- 
perintendent, either singly, or if the supervisors or town clerk are 
associated with him, of a majority of the officers of each of the 
towns from which a joint district is partly composed, is essential 
to the validity of any otder forming or altering such joint district 
In the formation of joint districts, the Town Superintendents, <&r 
represent their respective towns, and the rights of those whom th 
represent^annot be voted away by officers representing the in I* 
itants.of another town. The principle has been settled by the 
eisions of Messrs. Flagg, Dix and Young, Superinlen<' 
against the dissenting opinion of Mr. Spencer, that the law 
not authorize the question of the formation or alteration of v- 
district., to be settled by a joint ballot of the officers repn 
the several towns, from parts of which, it is, or is proposei' 
Composed* Siee Con^ Sohool £k«.f 23^ 174. 
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Tfie motnerrt a ^ngie ^dietrfct heeanies faiftt, il^ acH^ ef tb« 
proper officers of cdl the towns- of ¥Hrieh it is a part U indispensabli 
to give validity to any alteration in its bouinlartes ; and such alter- 
ation, whether its effect is to change a joint to a single district, or 
to continue the joint district, can be made only by the concurrence 
of the representatives of ecteh of the towns interested, Thi« eot^ 
struction is in entire accordance with the whole tenor of the 80- 
perimendent's decision ; and if it is not dear froto the language of 
§ 44 that such is the true meaning of that sectioti, all doabt on thit 
point will be dispelled by reference to § 46, which provides for th« 
case of a refusal on the part of the proper oHtcers of one town to 
act with those of another, for the purpose of ahering a joit»t di»- 
trict/' Per Dix Sup't. Oom. School Dec, 174 ; modi^d in confer- 
mity to the existing provisions of law in reference, to- the propet 
officers to form, regulate and aher districts. At pages 248 and 259 
of the same volume, the «ame principle is again distinctly recog^ 
nized and enforced by the same Superintdndent. "The eoneenl 
of thQ ti'usleefi pf & joint district to an alteration does not author- 
ize the proper officers of odq town to mak6 it without the concur^ 
rence of those of the others of which it may be composed. &u:h 
tovm of which the district is a part, is concerned in its pt<eaerva- 
tion, and it is only with the con^nt of the oiBeial authority of ecuik 
town that its boundaries cail be enlarged ordioiiniBhed, exceptta^ 
when the proper officers of one town refuse or neglect to wfeet thos« 
of the others when thar attendance has been required." 

By § 46, fNo. Y2) above alluded to, it is provided that whero 
the Town Superintendent of common schools of any town shall re- 
quire in writing the attendance of the proper officer^ of any other 
town or towns, at a joint meeting, for the purpose of altering a 
school district formed from their respective towns, and a major 
part of the officers notified shall refuse or neglect to attend, those 
in attendance may, by a majority of votes, call a special district 
meeting of such district, for the purpose of deciding on such pro- 
posed alteration ; and the decision of such meeting shall be as val- 
id as if made by the proper authority of all the towns interested ; 
but shall extend no further than to dissolve the district formed from 
such towns. The effect of such a dissolution would be to cau9e the 
inhabitants and territory of each of the towns from parts of which 
the joint district had been composed, to revert under the separata 
jurisdiction of the proper officers of the r6spective towns, who 
might make such disposition of them as they should deem most 
expt3<li«nt and proper. 

pingle districts are frequently transformed into joint districts by 
operation of law, on the division of towns and counties, or the al- 
teration of their boundaries. A district intersected by the line of 
division between a new town and the town from which it wjis ta- 
ken, becomes a joint district^ and is therealler subject to the prin- 
cipled and provisions of law applicable to joint districts. 
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IbetowBfi from portions of wMeh a joint district is composed^ ia 
necessary to any aUeratkm c^ such district, yet wber^ such ali^^ra^ 
lion invoJves tha d%99ohU%on of U^ joint district, the powers of thff 
joint board cease witb tba order for j^uoh dissolution, and the propr 
er officeoB of each of the tc^wns resume their jurisdiction over tb^ 
u^hitaiUs and ■ territory beloDgiDg. to their town* The co^pera* 
lion of the other fidembeni of the jcnnt board, m 3»ch subsequent 
proceedings, a1llK>iigh unnecessary and irregular, would not, how- 
^yeVf k is presumed^, vitti^e the proceedings. 

Ib the formation or alter ation of ^int districts, a jinnt hoard. 
must in all cases be formed. The ofikers of. one tomu canpot cofw 
ciur iav the proceedings of thoaie of another^ at a subssquent periods 
They have no power to act, either sq>arately or by proxy. They 
oan neither give their consent beforehapd to whet their coUeagee» 
may do, nor can they afkerwards in any mode render t^t YaMdf 
which, wafi before iUege^ and void. 

General Pnneiples appUec^ to (he Formation and AUeraHon 

of Districts. 

The great aim of Ae officers i0 whom tlii« duigr has been con£^. 
ded should be to form, as far as may be practicable, permanent 
Mdd efficient distyieto, ecHDpetent both in respect to taxable proper, 
ty and number of children^ to sustain good schools for from . eight 
to ten months of eai^ year, and affiHrding.all recfuisite facilities for 
t\^e regular i^tendance of all the children entitled to participate in 
t&e benefits of the school. 

Whenever alterations may become necessary of expedient, the 
utmost care should be taken to secure the general co-operation of 
the inhabitants interested, and to avoid all those sources of conten-- 
tion and discord which are so fatal to the prosperity, harmony anci 
^ efiicienjcy of the district. It is better to submit to many temporary 
and loc^l inconveniences, than to hazard the disastrous results 
which almost uniformly follow any general dissatisfaction with con^ 
templated alterations, even though such alterations may upon the 
whole be judicious and advantageousv <' The good sense of a dis- 
trict may be relied upon, to perceive ultimately its true interest, 
and the loss of time in attaining the desired end is unimportant 
when compared with the consequences of defeating the wishes of 
a decided mejority," or even of a respectable minority " of a dis- 
trict." 

School districts must be composed of centignoss territory ; anJ 
it has been decided that when a person i» set off from one district 
to another, and there are lands between the farm so set off and 
the district to which it ie annexed, such intermediate territory 
passes to the latter. 

In his annual report to the iegi^latiFre fer the year 1848j the* 
Superintendent, ( Col. . Totbtno, ) observes^ ** One of the most 
formddable obstacles to- the effieiency of e«r commoo schools 19^ 



m 

b^li^ed to be the tfhciessary intalt1plicati6h il^ifd T5trbl!!vrak)*i of 
^stricts. In those portions of tiie state whef e the population k 
scattered over a large extent of territory, the c6ttvenience and ac- 
<X)mmodation of the inhabit ants,- require the formation of district 
comprising a small ateount of taxable property, applicable to the 
support of schools and a Kmtted .number of chiWren. Biit 
where an opposite Mate of things exists, the i»tere6te of educa- 
tion will be most effectually promoted, by as^ningto each district 
the greatest extent ef territory compatible Mrith securing to the 
children the requisite facilities for tbeir regular attendance at th^ 
fichools.** 

In a case coming before him on appeal, in 18S5, Gen. Dtx 
observes in reference to this su^bject : " Afmort all tlie existing 
evils of the common school system have their origin in the limited 
means of the school district. The tendency 16 to sttbdivision ah3 
^ to a contraction of their tcmtorial boundaries. This consequence? 
jriust follow in some degree from the increase of population j but 
tbe sabdi vision of school districts tends to adirance in a mucli 
greater ratio. The average hombet of children in our school dte- 
tricts is about fifty-five. Ifo sdhooi dUttict ihnntld fiumher ksi f AdH 
forty children ietrifeen [fdur and twenty-one jrewrff] ofttge, Frotti 
the observations he has made, the Superintendent deems it dtte td 
the common school system, that no ftew district ishall be formed 
with a much smaller number, unless peculiar circumstances render 
It proper to make it an exception to the general tale. Tn feebffe 
districts, cheafp instructors, poor and iH furnished Scbool-housei^ 
and a general lanpoior of the cause of education are aimddt certain 
io be fbund.'*— Com, School Ihe, 220. 

U. APPOATIONMRNX AND PATMENT OF PUBLIC MONET. ^ 

"By SfitKiivisioife §, 6 «nd 7 oif § 8 of the school act (No. 88) ft 
is made the duty e'f <he Town flaperkitendefitB **To apply for and 
receive fr^oM the Comity treasurer, all tnoneys li(>portioiied ibr iNif 
ii^e of cmmnon schools in theit town; arid from tbe e^^kftcter c>f th© 
fown, ^1 moneys ruised therein for the «a«ie ptfrpo&e, as sodn a» 
#uch moneys shall become payal>ie, or b^ collected, and to apper^ 
iion the tftchooi moneys teeeived by them, tm the first Td#^day of 
April, in each yeaf, among the sevetal scho^ districts, parts of 
districts^ and tieij^hb^rboods separately lB6t off, witkin <i»^ir to#«r, 
hi proportion to the nu«ibe)r of diildren reiiditig in eadi, met 1fi€ 
ibg& of fbu^attd tmder ^at of twenty-orie yeftrs, ss 1^ same iihaH 
bave appeared Upom tife kst sniiual f«eport8 of their resfiectf^ 
thistees. If they ehall hav« r<^ceived the schoM moneys of tbek' 
town, and all "the reports from the several school districts therefii^ 
before the first Tuefedky itt A'prit, they shaft appovt»6Vi m<k tnioneyli 
as abcfve Erected, withfin ten days after reoei^ing all of ^ sai^ 
reports and the said moneys.'* tThe|!>raciie^eM»fttaklngew>o A*t>t^*t>W!^ 
dft^e public money among th^ diMricts iti Ihacotiprse of the year, 



•ubdivisioii of fiection B (No. 88). makas U tbe doty of the Town 
Superintendent to apportion the soliool roon^ys received by him on 
the firat Tuesday of April in each year ; and by the 7th subdivision 
•f the same section, if he have received reports frona all tbe districts 
irfore that day, he is to divide the money witlun ten days after 
feceiving all the reports and the money. 

Tbe annual reports of the trustees of the several districts ave, 
as will be seen hereailer \m^v the appropriate head required to 
be made and transmitted to the Town Superintendent, between 
tbe first and fifteenth of January in each year ; and the public 
money from all sources is payable immediately after its receipt by 
Ibe county treasurer on the fir^t of February. If, therefore, tbe 
leports of the respective trustee* are. made within tbe. tim^ pres* 
cribed by law>. ample opportunity will be afforded to the Town 
Superintendent to point oat all errors and deficiencioa in them> 
and to enable tbe trustees either to make the necessary correct iona 
«r iippiy to the department for relief, before the apportionment is 
finally made. Ip making the apportionment, the, Town Superin-> 
tendent is first to assign to each district, from whi«h the necessary 
report has been received, pr which is entitled tOrshare in the appor- 
tionment, its'prc^Mxrtion of the public money received from all 
•oturces, according to the number of children between the ages of 
four and twenty-one, designating the respective proportions of 
teachers* and library rmrney belonging to each district. The pro- 
portion of library money to be apportioned to each district, may be 
ascertsdned 'by setting apart five dollars out of each hundred or 
five per cent of the whole a/mount apportioned to each distnct. The 
teachers' money is to be paid over "on the written order or a majori- 
ty of the trustees of each district, to the teachers entitled to receive 
Ihe same." It will therefore be incumbent on the Town Siiper- 
. intendent to satisfy himself, both of the genuioeaess of the onler 
and that the penon presenting it has tbe certificate Qf tbe tmsteea 
that be i« or was a teacher of the district, and duly qsialifled ao- 
eording to law. In order to entitle a district to its share of teach^ 
ars' raon^, it most appear froni ita annual report, *' that a school 
had been kept therein for at leaai six months during the year^ 
•nding at. the date of such report, by a qualified teacher,'' <{ft^ 
eitaining a certified of competency from the proper authority s. 
tliat all. the teachers' money received during the year has beeai 
«iBpended in the payment of sueh teacher ;. ^' tnat np other Ma» 
a dtdy qualified iecumer had cd any time during the year form&re 
tiuxn one month been employed to te^ch the school in said district ; '* 
aipid SQoti report must, in all other respects, be in acoordance with 
lawy at>d the requisitions and instructions of tbe SuperiBtendeni^ 
made in pursuance of law* In other words, it must be in the iovvOk 
prescribed by tbe Superintendent, and must contain all tbe inform- 
ation required by }aw and by the .department to be given. 

Tbe libr^try monkey is to be paid over to, or. on the or4^ro^ % 
W^it^* «f tba tnwtaifii an U^ appaariog fipin ibe t^umJi ir^poii 



that ^ tke library mdnej recehed ftt t6e lafet preeedin^ apfMifkin- 
Bftent wfts duly expended according to law, (in the pa rebate of 
book» suitable for a district library, or in the piirebase of map^ 
globe% black*boardd, or other scientific apparatus ibr the nse ef 
schools, m the cases and in the moile ^escribed by law, or for 
teachers' wages, with the assent of the state superintendent, on dr 
htfoTt thejirst doff of October aubieqitent to such apporti^nmeni," 
The report must unifbrraiy be accompanied with a catalogue 6f 
the books or apparatus purchased since the last preceding catalogue, 
mnd must state accurately the number of volumes and their eon* 
dition ; and when the money has been expended in the parefaase 
of apparatus, &c., or hr teachers' wages, the authority under which 
Mieh expenditure has been made, and a 'ftill and parttcalar ^nvei^- 
tory of the articles pfurehased, most be specifically reported. 

By chapter 257 of the Laws of 1829, in those counties where 
the distinction between town and county poor is abolished, the iv- 
habitanis of towns having any funds in the hands of their over- 
seers of the poor, may appropriat« all or any part of such fiindato 
such purposes as shall be determined at an annual or spedal town 
meeting If appropriated for the benefit €/t common schools, it is 
0iade a fund for that purpose, and is placed under the charge of 
the Town Superintendent of common schools of the town. Th^ 
ifUerett is to be applied '* to the support of common schools.*' ' Bui 
tfietown may, at an annual meeting, direct the whole principal, ae 
well as the interest, to be applied for the benefit of common schools. 
1896 vol. I, 2d €d. Rev, Si9iwt98y page 351, and Com. Sokooi Dee,, 

The Town Superintendent will, therefore, be bound to distribute 
the interest, and the prtncipid when directed by the town, equally 
among the districts. He cannot adopt a more just or convenient 
ratio than that established by the eidsting law in relation to the 
pubKo money'^tlM number <^ahildreii above four and mdertweo^ 
one years of age. 

The purchase of district libraries would not be an application 
^ to the support of eommoa schooki.'' ^^^7 ^® "^^ intended fyt 
the schools exclusively, or particularly, but for the benefit of all the 
inhabiStants, and cannot be said to fbrm any part d ^* the common 
achools." No part of the interest or principal of this town fund, 
therefore, can be distributed as ^ library money ;" the wb^e must 
be apportioned and paid over as -school money. 

There are laws of a similar character respecting the gospel and 
•chool lots, which are so local and peculiar as not to justify any 
particular observations concerning them in this connection, except 
that none of these funds can properly be applied to the purchase 
of books. , 

In apportioning and paying the money in their bands to trnsteei 
4i school distriois, the Town Superintendents should bear in mind 
timtthe ^^teaehers' money'' and the ^library money** are ontlrely 
independent of each other. Hie repovt of the trustees of setoil 
districts may entitle them to their ^ teachers' money/' and yet thej 
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Bwy u$t have ooiapliQd wkk the condiiieM vfen wkskh lliey ace 
autliorised to receWe tbe '^ library aM)msy/' For instanee, thef 
noay not have eiipended the latter in tbe ptirebase of books ; and 
jet they may have fully complied with the law in regat4 to their 
•ohoels. So they may be eatitled to ^ library iconey'* aad yet not 
Iwive had a achool kept »ix nonths by a qua ified teacher. In all 
saeh oaftee the money Appropriated to ibe different^obiects, tea^ieCB 
lOr libiary, is to be distribiiti^ upon the mports relating to those ob- 
jeets Off/51. 

£7 § 15 of the act of 1841, <No. 147,) Town Superintondenls 
are required to apportion and pay to the trustees of ^olorad sefaoola 
/established in their town, aooording to the provisions of that seo- 
4ion, a portion of ikfB public moa>ey, aecording to the naoiber of 
colored GhiUren between the ages of four and twenty-one yeans, 
lippearing by the reports of the trustees. to .have been iaetruded in 
such schools for at least four months during the preceding year by 
a licensed teacher* and to deduot tbe amount so apponiooed ^om 
<tbe shares of the distriets irom which such cluldreB have respeel- 
ively attended. 

In all cases where the annual report of the traatees of a disiriafc 
ahall not be found in sabstaniial aecordafMte w^th the laiv, or the 
forms or instructions prescribed by the fikiperinlendenty it Is the 
dilty of the Town Superintendent to withhold from suoh distriot 
the share of teachers' av library money to whicfai it would other- 
vise have been entitled ; to direct tbe defaulting trnst€es to raahe 
immediate apf^ation t6 the departmeal» setting forth under otttU 
any excuse they may have for omitting to comply with the requ»> 
^tions of law ; and to retain the aniouai apportioned to Such dis- 
irietand so withheld , to await the ditieetioas of the department ia 
veferenee to its disposition. In case no directions are reedived, 
•prior to the next succeeding apporticmment, the Town Snperinte»- 
dei»t is -to add the ^moant so retained to the fund for distribtitiap 
the ensuing year. 

By the second section of the act of 1841, (Now 3dy) it is pv6vi- 
ded that ^ whenever an apportionment of the public money shatt 
«ot be made to any school district, in coneequeaoe of any aoeideal- 
«1 omission to make any report required by law, or to oompiy with 
any other provision of laiw, or any regula&>n, the Su^rintandeat 
af Common Schods may direct an apportionment to be made to 
such district, according to the equitable eiroumstances of the ease, 
<o be paid out of the poblio mondy 00 hand ; or if the aame shall 
4iave been distributed, ontof (ftie pobUe money to be reomved in a 
•ncceeding year." And by the aixih aeetion of chap. 177, Lawrs 
<£ 183^, (No. 161,) wtmneverany library moeey shall be with- 
held from any school district, the same may be distributed among 
, 0lb»r diatriiHs comply iag .with auoh eonditipae,.or may he retailed 
aadr pmd nabseqaently to- the ^strieA from t^bich thaaame was with 
lield, asebalt be direeled by the Suiperirttondent of epPMaeo adiaaii, 
Mobrdiiig 4o tha ciietraaitanMf «f Ito caae. 
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umtaA rerenue of about 1185,000 for distribation atnong the sev- 
eral school distri^^ts. 

By t!hapter 237 of the Laws of 1838, the sum of $110,000 
was annually appropriated from the revenue of the United States 
Deposite Fund, together with an additional amount of 355,000 lor 
the purchase of district libraries. The aggregate amount therefore 
to be annually apportioned and distributed from (he common school 
fund is $300)000. The constitution also provides that <* the sum 
of twenty-five thousand dollars of the revenues of the United ' 
States Deposite Fund shall each year be appropriated to and made 
a paH of the capital of the said common school fund ;" and by 
§ 13 of chapter 882 of the laws of 1849, "whenever any money 
is paid into the treasury of the state for or on account of the com- 
mon school fund, it shall be the duty of the comptroller to credit 
the common i^chool fund with interest on the sum so paid in, at the 
rate of six per cent, per annum, for the time the same shall remain 
in the treasury." 

By the •* Act to establish Free Schools throughout the State," it 
is provided that there shall hereafter be raised by tax, in each and 
every year, upon the real and personal estate within this state, the 
sum of eight hundred thousand dollars, to be levied, assessed and 
collected in the mode prescribed by the revised statutes, relating 
to the assessment and collection of taxes, and when collected be 
paid over to the respective county treasurers, subject to the order 
of the state superintendent of common schools, who is required to 
ascertain the portion of said sum to be assessed and collected in 
each of the several counties of this state, by dividing the said sum 
among the several counties, according to the valuation of real and 
personal estate therein, as it shall appear by the assessment of the 
year next preceding the one in which said sum is to be raised, and 
to certify to the clerk of each county, before the tenth day of July 
in each year, the amount to be raised by tax in such county ; and 
it is made the duty of the several county clerks to deliver to the 
board of supervisors of their respective counties, a copy of such 
certificate, oa the first day of their annual session, and of the board 
of supervisors to assess such amount upon the real and personal 
estate of such county, in the manner provided by law for the as- 
se^ment and collection of taxes. 

The state superintendent of common schools is required on or 
before the first day of January in every year, to apportion and 
divide, one-third of the sum so raised by general tax, and one- 
third of all other moneys appropriated to the support of common 
schools, among the several school districts, parts of districts, and 
separate neighborhoods in this state, from which rieports shall have 
been received in accordance with law, in the following manner, 
via : to each separate neighborhood belonging to a school district 
in some adjoining state, a sum of money equal to thirty-three cent? 
for each child in such neighborhood (between the ages of four and / 
twenty-one); but the sum so. to be apportioned and paid to any ^ 
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In all cases where school districts have complied substantially 
with the law, the trustees may be allowed to correct their reportg, 
as to mere matter of form, 'at any time before the money is actu- 
ally apportioned and paid. A district ought not to lose its money 
in consequence of a misconception of the law, or a mere clerical 
error on the part of some of its officersi The Town Superintend- 
ent should consider himself the guardian of the equitable rights of 
the districts, and when he discovers an error as to fornt, which, if 
not corrected, would deprive a district of its just share of public 
money, he should point it out to the trustees, to the end that it may 
1)fe corrected, and the fair rights of the district secured. — Per Fla^g 
find Dix, Stip*t8, Com, School Bee. 36, 181. 

By a regulation of the Sbperincendent of Common Schools made 
in pursuance of law, Town Superintendents are prohibited ifrom 
paying over the share of library money apportioned to any district 
in the following cases : 

1st. Where a catalogue of the title of all the books in the difl- 
trict library, purchased or obtained since the last preceding cata- 
logue, with the number of volumes of each set or series, and the 
Condition of such books, signed by the trustees and librarian, has 
not been delivered. 

2d. Where the number of books belonging to the library is nol 
stated in the annual report of the trustees. 

8d. Where it does not clearly appear from such report that tht 
whole of the library money paid to such district tlie preceding year 
has been expended within the time and in the mode prescribed by 
law ; and if for the purchase of maps, globes or other schoolappa- 
ratns, or for teachers' wages, for what particular articles, and un- 
der what authority or resolution of the district 

4th. Whenever it appears that any portion of the library mo- 
ney of the preceding year has been expended in the purchase of 
any text book or any book clearly improper to be admitted into a 
district library. In cases where there may be room for an honest 
difFerence of opinion as to the admissibility of any book or books, 
purchased by the trustees, the Town Superintendent should in* 
dtide the district in the apportionment of library money, and 
refer the inhabitants aggrieved by such selection to their remedy 
by appeal. 

BX. THX WSPSOTION. INP I«iC«NSING 09 TEACHEBS, AND VBM 
YiSlTATION AlVD SITPEBYISION OF SCHOOLS. 

The Town Superintendent is, by virtue of his office, inspeetor 
flf comBU>n acho<^s of his town ; and it is his duty ** to examine all 
persons, offering themselves as candidates for teaching commoA 
sehools in such town." In making such examinadon it is his' duty 
*^ ascertain the qualifications oi the candidate in respect to m^nd 
character, learning and ability." If be ^ shall be satisfied in resp«ft 
Id the qualifications of the candidate, he shall deliver to the pei- 






\ 



Itf 



son 80 examined a certificate signed by. bim, hi such form as eliaU 
be prescribed by the Superintendent of Common Schools." 

He may annul any E>uch certificate ^iven by him or his prede*> 
cessor in office, when he shall think proper, giving at least ten 
days' previous notice in writing to the teacher holding it, and to 
the trustees of the districts in which he may be employed, of his 
intention to annul the same. 

Whenever he shall deem it necessary, he may require a re«ex» 
ami nation of all or any of Uie teachers in his town, (not holding 
State - or county certificates or the diplomas of the State Komal 
School,) for the purpose of ascertaining their qualifications to ood- 
tinue as such teachens. The annulling of a certificate does not^ 
however, disqualify the teacher to whom it was given, until a note 
in writing thereof, containing the name of the teacher, and tbe 
time when his certificate was annulled^ shall be made by the Town 
Superintendent and filed in the office of the clerk of the town. 

Where any school district is composed of a part of two or more 
towns, or any school-house shall stand on the division line of an^ 
two towns, the Town Superintendent of either town may examine 
into and certify the qualifications of any teacher offering to teaefa 
in such district, and may also in the same manner annul the certi- 
ficate of such teacher. — i 33-T-40, (Nos. 59-^66) school act. 

The duties and powers thus confided to the Town Superintendent 
are most important and involve great responsibility ; and upon 
their proper fulfilment, depends in a very essential degree, the 
elevation and improvement of the district schools. If none btti 
properly qualified teachers are permitted to find their way to our 
schools ; if the certificate of the examining officer, and the sano- 
tion of his authority, are given only to those who are intellectually 
and moraUy fitted adequately to discharge the duties of instructors'" 
of youth, ** apt |o teach," competent to communicate instroetion 
in the mode best adapted to develop the various faculties of the 
expanding mind, patterns aHke of moral and social excellenee; 
these elementary institutions will speedily become .the fitting tena- 
pies of science, the nurseries of virtue and the pride and boast of tht 
state. Hitherto this duty has been deplorably neglected ; and the dis* 
astrous conseqences are every where visible in the degradation of 
the district school, the substitute of private and select schools of 
every grade, the low estimation in which the profession of the 
teacher is held, and the misersCble pittance — too often roost costly 
in its utmost scantiniess — whioh is reluctantly doled out to tha 
needy and de^itute adventurer. A thorou^ reform in this resped 
is imperatively demanded as well by public sentiment, as by a 
just regard to the paramount interests of education ; and no con* 
sideration of temporary convenience to a particular dltstricty oif 
favor to individuals, or of regard to the prejudices or preferencet 
of inhabitants or trustees, will, it is hoped hereafter be permitted 
in any case to swav the action of the certifj'ing officer, or inclm 
him, either to the right or the left, from the plain path of duty and 



oMigation. A certificate should in no ease, and tmder no circum- 
stances, be granted, unless tlie candidate is found upon a careful 
fSbnim] nation, well qualified io instruct in all the oHinary branches 
usually taught in common schools — thoroughly versed in the jm«- 
tiples of elementary science — capable of readily applying them to 
s°y given case, and able to communicate with facility, the results 
of his knowledge ; and unless in addition to this, his character and 
demeanor are irreproachable, his habits exemf^ry, and his moral 
principles undoubted. In order as well to be ast$ured that the 
lispressions resulting from the examination were well founded, a4 
to make himself acquainted with the conditioii land prospectf of 
the schools, the Town Superintendent should, once at least duHnjg 
«ach term, vistf and inspect the schools ; and whenever practicable, 
should be accompanied by the trustees df the district*) and such of 
^le inhabitants as may be prevailed upon to attend. To afford 
every reasonable accommodation to those teachers desiring to 
offer themselves fis candidates for examination, Town Superin- 
tendents should appoint a particular day and place in the town, 
JUid when the town is very large, in different sections of it, when 
they will be in readiness to examine teachers. Public notice of 
sueh appointment should be given. It is probable that this will 
iM-ing together several applicants, and thus diminish the labors (if 
tiie superintendent, particularly as this course will obviate 
^le necessity of special examiilations, as well as prevent the nece»- 
•ity of a re-examination during the year. In making such ex- 
ifftiinations, they should confine themselves to the subjects specilied 
ftt the statute § 85, (No. 61,) and should ascertain thei|Qa1i»cations 
<^the candidates in respect, 1st, to moral Chak<acter ; 2d, learning; 
46d third ability. 

First. — ^They should require t^timoni^lfl of moral e/haracter, 
hftm. those acquainted with the applicant, which i& to be either 
fierbal or written, and the latter is to be preferred. This is not « 
tatttter to be negliected or slighted. Those to whom the training of 
<Mr youth is to be committed, should possess such a character as 
frill inspire confidence in the rectitude 0^ their principles and the 
iweprtety of their conduet; and it is to be understood a& a po*ilSve 
ttegulation of this department, that no license is to be granted, 
Iritfaotift entire satisfaction on this point. This mu9t be understood 
Hfi relate to moral cbat*acter — to the reputation of the applicantil 
as good citizens, free from the repf^ach of erime or immoral con^ 
4iiet. It does not extend to their belief, reBgious or polifieal ; 
ktit it may mp^y to "their manner of expressing such belief Qf 
laalntaining it. If that manner is. In itself, boisterous and disorder- 
ly, intemperate and offensive, it may well be supposed to indicate 
*ngoverned pisssions, or want of sound principles of conduct, whicti 
would render 'its possessor obnoxious to the inhabitants of the dis- 
irict, and unfit for the sacred duties of a teacher of youth^ #bi> 
ilMuhl instruct as weit by example as by precept. 
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Skconp.— -As to the kaming of the applicanta. It should ap- 
pear from their < zamination that thej are good spellers, distinct 
and. accurate readers, write gqod and plain hands, can make pens 
and are well versed, 

1st. In the definition of words : 

2d. In arithmetic, menta' and written : 

3d. In geography, as far as contained in any of the works in 
ordinary use. 

4th. In the history of the Unite 1 States, of England, and of Eu- 
rope generally : 

5th. In the principles of English grammar : and, 

6th. In the use of globes. 

If they are found well acquainted with the other branches, a 
tnore slight knowledge of the 4th and 6th heads, as above enumer- 
ated, may be excused. 

Third. — The ability of the applicants to teach. Mere learning 
without the capacity to impart it, would be of no use. The supeiv 
intendents should satisfy themselves by general inquiries, and par* 
ticularly by a thorough investigation of the applicants respectively, 
of their qualifications in this respect, of their tact in dealing with 
children, and especially of their possessing the unwearied patience 
and invariable good natare, so necessary to constitute useful teach- 
ers of youth. 

Having satisfied themselves on these several points, the town 
saperintendeRts will grant certificates in the usual form. 

The certificates of qualification granted by Town Superintend- 
ents are to be in the form prescribed by the State Siiperintendent; 
to remain in force for one year only ; are available only within the 
town for which they were granted, and may be annulled at any 
time by the officer granting them, or his successor, giving ten day* 
notice in writing of intention to annul the same, to the teacher and 
trustees. 

By § 41 and §42 of the school act, (Nos. 67, 68,) it is made the 
duty of the Town Superintendent to visit all such et^mmon schools, 
within his town, as shall be organized according to law, at least 
twice a year, and oftener if he shall deem it necessary. At such 
visitations, he is required to examine into the state and condition of 
such schools, both as respects the progress of the scholars in learn- 
ing, and the good order of the schools, and may give his advice 
and direction to the trustees and teachers of such schools, as to 
the government thereof, and the course of studies to be pursued 
therein. 

" If the opinions ofthe best and most experienced writers on 
primary education are not entirely fallacious, and if all the results 
of experience hitherto are not deceptive, the consequences of such 
a vigorous system of inspection will be most happy. The teachers 
and pupils will feel that they are not abandoned to neglect; the 
apprehension of discredit will stimulate them to the greatest effort ; 
while the suggestions of the vbitors wiU tend constantly to the im- 
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provement of the scIiooIb, ftnd th6y will tlieniselvefi be more and 
more enabled to recommend proper* measures^ from their better 
Acquaintance with th« subjec." — Instructions of Spencer, ^vp% 
1641. 

A certificate cannot be annulled by the Town Superintendent 
until ten days' previous notice in writing has been given to the 
teacher and to the trustees ot* the district in which he has been em- 
ployed, of the intention to annul the same. As the complaint must 
necessarily be stated, and its truth investigated, before any deci- 
sion, it would be more convenient to the Town Superintendent, 
and more fair and just to the teacher, to apprise him of iUs nature 
in the notice of intention to annul. 

Certificates ot qualification granted by Town Superintendents to 
teachers must, in all cases, be in conformity to the form prescribeii 
by the Superintendent of Common Schools. They cannot be 
granted upon the ground of ability to teach a particular school, for 
a particular term, or in a particular district. When granted in 
the form prescribed by the Superintendent, they authorize the hold- 
er to leach any school in the town for which they were granted, 
during any part of the year commencing at their date. 

The examination of candidates for teachers should in all cases 
be thorough and strict, and no certificate should be granted unless 
the examining officer is satisfied as to all the qualifications. required 
by law. " A certificate of qualification in any other form than that 
prescribed by the Superintendent is not a compliance with the stat- 
ute ; as for instance, that A. B. gave the examining officer good 
satisfaction in certain enumerated branches, and that his moral 
character is good. The law authorizes him to give a certificate in 
a certain event, and then it must be in the form specified. If he is 
satisfied as to the qualifications of the teacher in respect to moral 
character, learning and ability, he is bound to give him such a cer- 
tificate as the Superintendent shall have prescribed. If he is not 
satisfied he should give him no certificate all. He is wholly unau- 
thorized to take a middle course by giving a qualified certificate*^ 
^Per Dix, SupH. Com, School Dec. 236. 

The certificate must also bear date on the day of examination) 
4ind cannot be anterda'ed. 

In cases where a school district is composed of parts of two 
or more towns, the Town Superintendent of the town in which 
the school house is situated, is exclusively authorized by Sec. 40, 
(No. 66,) to examine into and certify the c qualifications of any 
teacher offering to teach in such joint district, and for suffic ent 
causes to annul the certificate of such teacher. His juri:?diction 
in this respect cannot in any manner, or under any pretence, be 
interfered with by the superintendents of either of the other 
towns from which such joint. district is partly comj^csed. 



The qualificfttions^of teachers are left to the discrimination and 
judgment of the legal examiuere. They must deteimiue the de* 
gree of learning and ability necessary for a teacher. They ottght 
to be satisfied that a certificate is given to those only whqse learn- 
ing and ability fit them in all respects to instruct common schools. 
In revising the school law, the revisers inserted a provision that 
no candidate for teaching should be deemed qualified^ unless upon 
examination he should appear to be well instructed in reading, 
orthography, penmanship, English grammer^ geography and 
arithmetic, including vulgar and decimal fractions." This pn>« 
vision, however, was stricken out by the legislature, and the whole 
matter is lell discretionary. — Com, School Dec, 42. 

In judtfing of the moral character of a candidate for teacher, if 
the examining officer knows of any serious imputation or defect of 
principle, it is his duty to refuse to certify. A certificate may be 
annulled for immoral habits generally, notwithstanding the teach- 
er may perform all his duties during school hours. — M. 46. 

In relation to the moral character of the teacher, much is left 
to the discretion of the examining officer. He must be satisfied 
that it is good; because he has to certify to its correctness. On 
this point what would be satisfactory to one man might be unsati^- 
factory to another. £very person has a right to the enjoyment of 
hid own religious belief without molestation : and the examining 
officer should content himself with inquiries as to the moral charae* 
ter of the teacher, leaving him to the same liberal enjoyment of his 
religions belief that be asks for himself. If, however, a persou 
openly derides all religion, he ought not to be a teacher of youth.- 
The employment of such a person would be considered a grievance 
by a great portion of the inhabitants of all the districts. — Per 
Fjlagg, Sup't. IcL 60. 

Neither the trustees nor the inhabitants of school districts are 
the judges of the qualifications ot* teachers. The law has con- 
fided the power of examining teachers to the officers expressly 
designated for that purpose ; and its object was to secure the em- 
ployment of competent persons. If the trustees or inhabitants are 
to determine what their district require, and the certifying officers 
are to be governed by their opinions and wishes, the officers them- 
selves might as well be dispensed with. In his annual report to 
the legislature for the year 1835, the Superintendent of Common 
Schools (Gen. Dix) observes: "One of the most responsible and 
delicate trusts to be executed under the common school system is 
that of inspecting teachers and pronouncing upon their qualifies 
tions. If this is negligently condutited or with a willingness to 
overlook deficiencies, instead of insisting rigidly upon the require-* 
ments of the law, it is manifest that men without the necessary 
moral character, learning or ability, will gain a foothold in the 
common schools, and present a serious nb:«tacle to the improve^ . 
ments of which they are susceptible. This would be an ^evil of 
the greatest mag.iitude, Aad there is no remedy for it bat a atriet 



iiifpeotioii of the cftndidates. Il has been the practice in sotbe 
isBtanoes for the inspect era to have a referente to the particular 
circttmstances of the cases in giving a certificate. Thus they have 
sometimes given an individoal a certificate with a view to s 
summer school^ in which the children taught are usually smaller 
and require less of the teacher, when the certificate would hav^e' 
been withheld, if it was asked with a view to qualify the teacher 
for a winter school But it is obvious that such a distinction is 
wholly inadmissible* A certificate must be unconditional, by th& 
terms of the law. The inspectors must be satisfied with the 
qualifications of the teacher ** in respect to moral character, learn- 
ing and ability ;" and the certificate when once given is an abso* 
late warrant for the individual to teach for a year, and to receive 
the public money, unless revoked before the expiration of the year, 
in which case it ceases to be operative from the date of its revo- 
cation. The standard of qualification for teachers, so far as grant- 
ing certificates is concerned, is of necessity, arbitrary. The law 
does not prescribe the degree of learning or ability which a teach- 
&r shall possess, but virtually refers the decision of this important 
matter to the inspectors, who have not, neither should they possess 
the power of relaxing the general rule with reference to the cir- 
cumstances of any particular case, by departing from the standard 
of qualification which they assume as their guide in others." — 
Id. 326. 

1. The act does not require the superintendents to not^ the 
trustees of their visits and invite their attendance. The superin- 
teedents should, ho« ever, give notice to the trustees of the districts, 
of the time when their schools will be visited* To enable them to 
comply with these provisions, they should make a previous ar- 
rangement of their visits, in reference to the means of traveling, so 
as to reach as many districts as possible in the shortest time. - Hav- 
ing fixed the time for visiting the schools, they should at once give 
ample notice, by transmitting a copy of their arrangement to the 
tru>tee3 of the districts embraced within it, and request them to at- 
tend. 

The inhabitants of the district, and particularly parents who 
have children attending the school, should be invited to be present 
at the inspection by the superintendent ; and trustees of districts 
are hereby required, whenever they receive information of an in- 
tended visit, to communicate it as generally as possible to the in- 
habitants.. Their attendance will afford an opportunity for the 
public addresses of the superintendents, herein suggested. 

2. Mxamination of the School. — Preparatory to this, the super- 
intendent should ascertain from the teacher the number of classes ; 
the studies pui*sued by each ; the routine of the school ; the suc- 
cessive exercises of each class during each hour of the day ; the 
play spells allowed, &c., and thus obtain a general knowledge of 
the school, which will be found greatly to facilitate his subsequent 
dttliM, Evrery superintendeiit is enjoined to call for and examine 



the list of scholars i» the book which the Statute requires the 
teacher to keep, in order that he may see whether the names are 
correctly and neatly entered. He will also examine the day roll 
and the weekly roll, which by the the succeding regulation^, teach- 
ers are directed to preserve, and will ascertain by the proper en- 
quiries, whether they are exabt in entering all who are present. 

The superintendent will then heaa: €ach class recite the ordinary 
lesson of the day. It will then be examined on the subjects of 
study. Generally it will be better to allow the teacher to conduct 
the exercises and examinations, as the pupils will be less likely t« 
be intimidated, and an opportunity will be given of judging of the 
qialifications o^ the instructors. 

To enable him to compare the school with itself at another time, 
and with other schools, and to comply with the regulations here- 
inafter contained, respecting the annual reports, the superintendent 
should keep notes of his observations^ and of the information he ob- 
tains on all the subjects on which he is required to report ; and he 
should particularly note any peculiarities which seem to require 
notice, in the mode of instruction, in the government and discipline 
of the school, and the appearance of the pupils, in respect to their 
deanliness of person and neatness of apparel. 

3. The superintendent will also examine the condition of the 
school house and its appurtenances ; whether the room has the 
means of ventilation, by lowering an upper sash, or otherwise ; 
whether it is sufficiently tight to protect the children from currents 
of air, and to keep them warm in winter ; whether there is a sup- 
ply of good water ; the condition of the privies, and whether they 
are provided for both sexes ; and the .accommodations for physical 
exercise. Their attention will be given to the arrangement of 
the school room ; whether the seats and desks are placed most 
conveniently for the pupils and teachers, and particularly whether 
backs are provided for the seats, a circumstance very important te 
the comfort and health of the children. ▼They should also inquire 
whether blackboards and alphabetical cards, or any apparatus t« 
assist learners are furnished. 

The preceding topics of inquiry are suggested, rather a^ hints of 
the most important, than intended to embrace the whole field. The 
judgment and observatioh of the superintendents will discover 
many other subjects deserving their attention. 

4. The superintendents will also inquire into the condition of 
the district, in relation to its ability to maintain a school ; whether 
its interest and the convenience of its inhabitants can be promoted 
by any alterations, without injury to others ; and they will suggest 
whatever occurs to them, to the trustees. 

In case of any gross deficiency or inconvenience, which the pro- 
per officers refuse or decline to remedy, the superintendents will 

Bote it in their annual reports to the county clerks. 

« 
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5. They will also examine the dbtrict llbraiy, and obtain the 
information respecting it, hereinafter required to be stated in 
their reports. 

Admsing and comtMng unth the trustees and other officers of school 

districts. 

This is made a speeial doty of the town superintendents by these 
instructions ; they are to advise the trustees and other officers in 
relation to all their duties, and to recommend to them and the 
teachers the proper studies, discipline, and conduct of the school, 
the course of instruction to be pursued, and the elementary books 
to be used. The notes which the superintendents make daring 
their inspection of the school, will much facilitate the discharge of 
this portion of their duty. 

1. In regard to proper studies. If they find any important one 
omitted, or that pupils are hastened on without thoroughly under- 
standing the preliminary o^ previous branches, they should point 
out the error and its consequences. For instance, they should 
urge the absolute necessity of children being thoroughly and fre- 
quently exercised in spelling, so that they make no mistakes in any 
words in common use. Without this it is impossible for them to 
be good readers. And in the exercise of reading, they should in- 
sist on clear and district articulation, more than any oth^r quality ; 
and generally the ability of the superintendent is relied upon to 
detect bad habits in the manner of reciting, erroneous ideas on the 
subject and superficial acquirements. 

2. The discipline and conduct of the school. It can scarcely be 
necessary to remark on the importance of order and system in the 
schools, not only to enable the pupils to learn anything, but to give 
them those habits of regularity so essential in the formation of 
character. Punctuality of attendance, as well as its steady contin- 
uance should be enforced. Parents should be told how much their 
children lose; to .what inconvenience they expose the teacher, and 
what disorder they bring upon the whole school, by not insisting 
upon the scholars being punctually at the school room at the ap- 
pointed hour ; and above all, they should be warned of the injurious 
consequences of allowing their children to be absent from school 
during the term. By being indulged in absences they lose the 
connection of their studies, probably fall behind their class, become 
discouraged, and then seek every pretext to play the truant. The 
habit of irregularity and insubordination thus acquired, will be apt 
to mark their character through life. Trustees should be informed 
that the omission of parents to require the regular and punctual at- 
tendance of their children will justify their exclusion, on account of 
the effect of such irregularity upon the other pupils. 

The superintendents should also observe whether the teachers 
are careful to preserve the respect of their pupils, not only by 
maintaining their authority, but by a becoming deportment, both 
in the school room and out of it. 



3. With regard to the course of instruetion, the advice of the 
Baperiotendenta will often be of great valae. The usual order has 
been found by long experience to be the best, viz : the alphabet, 
spelling, reading with definitions, arithmetic, geography, history and 
grammar. No <^ild should be put to any study beyond his capa- 
city, or for which he is not already prepared. English grammar 
particularly demands so much exercise of the intellect, that it ought 
to be delayed until the pupil has acquired considerable strength of 
mind. 

4. 77ie hooks ofeUmentary iTistruction, — It is believed that there 
are none now in use in our schools that are very defective ; and 
the {difference between them is so slight, that the gain to the 
Scholar will not compensate for the heavy expense to the parent, 
caused by the substitution of new books with every new teacher ; 
And the capriciousness of change which some are apt to indulge on 
this subject, cannot be too strongly or decidedly resisted. Trustees 
of districts should look to this matter when they engage teachers. 

One consequence of the practice is, the great variety of text 
hocks on the same subject, acknowledged by all to be one of the 
greatest exrils which afflicts our schools. It compels the teacher to 
divide the pupils into as many classes as there are kinds of books, 
80 that the time which might have been devoted to a careful and 
deliberate hearing of a class often or twelve, where all could have^ 
improved by the corrections and observations of the instructor, is 
almost wasted in the hurried recitations of ten or a dozen pupils 
in separate classes ; while in large schools, sortie must be wholly 
neglected. Wherever the superintendents find this difficulty exis- 
ting, they should not fail to point out its injurious consequences, 
and to urge a remedy by the adoption of uniform text books as 
speedily as possible. To accomplish this, let the trustees, under 
the advice of the teacher, inspectors and superintendents, determine 
what textbooks shall be used in each study, and require eveiy 
child thereafter coming to the school to be provided with the de- 
signated books. This very desirable uniformity may, perhaps, be 
facilitated by exchanges between different districts, of the books 
that do not .correspond with those in general use, for such as do. 
For instance, in one school the great majority of spelling books 
may be those of Webster with some of Marshall's, while the latter 
may predominate in another district in which there are also sever- 
al of Webster's. In such cases, an exchange of the different books 
between the two would obviously be mutually beneficial. The 
superintendents might assist in the execution of such an arrange- 
ment by noting the proportions of the various books in the differ- 
ent schools. 

5. The Erection of School Houses. — It would be well for the town 
superintendents to give particular attention to this subject. When- 
ever they learn that the building of a school house is contemplated, 
they should advise with the trustees respecting its plan. He must 
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be a Bupei^cial observer, wbo bas not peroeiv^ how muoli the 
health of pupila, the order and discipline of a school^ and the con- 
yenience of the teacher, depend upon the arrangements 6f the 
$tihooI room. This is not the place ' to state the best models. In- 
formation apon that point, collected with great cajre from Europe 
and America, has already been given, in the District School Jomv 
nal^ and in Mr. BarnaHd's admirable volume on school architeo- 
ture. Whenever repairs are about to be made to school houses, 
the superintendents should avail themselves of the ojcasion to re- 
commend such improvement as may be desaable. 

6. In their consultations with trustees and teachers, the super* 
intendents should be espeisially careful to communicate llieir sug- 
gestions in a kind and friendly spirit^ as the most likely means of 
success, and as the only mode of preserving those harmonioui rela-> 
tions, which are essential to theii* own happiness as well as useful- 
ness; and whenever they observe any thing, in the mode of inr 
struction, In the government or discipline of the schod, or in any 
ether point, which, in their judgment, requires correction, they will 
make it a point to intimate their views to the teacher in private, 
and never, on any occasion, suffer themselves to find fault with him 
in the presence of his pupils. Children cannot discriminate, and 
they will feel themselves at liberty to blame, when the example 
lias been set by others* The authority of the teadier should be 
preserved entire while he remains. If his eonduct is worthy of 
public censure, he should be at once dismissed, rather than be re- 
tained to become an object of the contempt of his scholars. 

IV. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN SUPERINTENDENT. 

By § 19 (No. 44) of the school act^ and the succeeding sections, 
it is made ^' the duty of the Town Superintendent in each town, 
between the first day of July and the first day of August, in eaoh 
year, to make and transmit to the county derk, a report in Writing 
bearing date on the fii st day of July, in the year of its transmission, 
and stating, 

1. The whole number of school districts and neighborhoods, 
separately set ofT within their town : 

2. The districts, parts of districts, and neighborhoods, from which 
reports shall have been made to him, or his immediate predecessors 
in office, within the time limited for that purpose : 

3. The length of time a school shall have been kept in each of 
such districts or parts of districts, distinguishing what portion of 
that time the school shall have been kept by qualified teachers : 

4. The amount of public moneys received in each of sudi dis- 
tricts, parts of districts and neighborhoods : 

5. The number of children taught in each, and the number of 
childi:en over the age of four and under twenty-one years, residing 
in each : 

6. The whole amount of moneys received by him or his prede- 
cessors in office, during the year ending at the date of his report, 



and since the date of hk htk preceding report ; di&rtinguishing 
the amount received from the county treasurer and i^om anj other 
and what source : 

7. The manner in which such monejs hare been expended, 
and whether any and what part, remains unexpended, and for 
what cause : ' ^ 

d. The amount of moiley paid for teachers' wages, in addition 
to the public money paid therefor, in the districts, parts of dis- 
tricts and neighborhoods from which reports^ all have been re- 
ceived by him or his immediate predecessors, in office, with such 
other information as the Superintendent of Common Schools may 
from time to time require, in relation to the districts and schools 
within his town. 

Under this provision the Superintendent has required the fol- 
lowing additional items of information to be comprised in suqh 
annual reports of the Town Superintendents: 

1. The number of times the school in each district has been 
inspected by Town Superintendents, to be taken from the ab- 
stract furnished by the trustees: 

2. The number ofrolumes in the library of each di^ict, as 
returned by the trustees : 

3. The whole number of school districts, the school houses of 
which are situated in their town : 

4. The amount of money expended in each school district for 
teachers* wages, besides and beyond the public money apportion- 
ed to such district ; that is they will condense from the reports 
of the trustees the amount paid by individuals, on* rate-bills or 
otherwise, and the amount collected from any local funds. 

5. The attendance of pupils in the*several district schools for 
the following different terms, viz : 

Those who attended less than two months ; 

«* ** two months and less than four ; 

^* ** four months and less than six ; 

** " six months and less than eight ; 

** ** eight months and less than ten ; 

*• ** ten months and less than twelve ; 

^ '* twelvemonths; 

6. The amount of taxes levied in the several districts of the 
town during the year reported fbr purchasing sites, building, 
hiring, repairmg ai^d insuring school houses, fuel, books, book- 
case, school apparatus and other purposes : 

7. The number of select and private schools in their town, 
other than incorporated seminaries, and the average number o{ 
pupils therein, as stated in the reports of the trustees of the several 
districts : 

8. They are also required to condense,, from the reports of tlie 
several trustees, the number of schools for colored children taught 
in their town, specifying the districts in which such schools have 
been taught, the number of colored children, between the ages •f 
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four and twentj-one attendiag such wdioolB ; and tlie amount of 
public monej apportioned to the respective districts firom which 
such children attended, specifying such districts. 

The most common mistake committed by the Town Superin- 
tendents is in their report of moneys received by them, or their 
predecessors, since the date of the last report They often con- 
found this money with that received by truttees of districts, which 
ia an entirely different item. This last item is received on the 
first Tuesday of April, and reported by the trustees on the first 
of January following, and is embodied in the report of the su- 
perintendent among the abstracts of the trustees' reports, in the 
columns headed " amount of money received in eadi district." 
Bat the money received by the Town Superintendents is that paid 
to them by the county treasurer and town oollector <ifter the first 
of January, and app(M*tioned by them on or before the first Tues- 
day in April, and is not contained in the reports oi the trustees. 

In making their annual reports, the Town Superintendents 
should see that the several columns of their table are correctly 
footed, and the figures plainly and distinctly made. 

Town Superintendents neglecting to make such report within 
the limited period, forfeit severally to their town, for the use of 
the common schools therein, the sum of ten dollars ; and the 
share of school moneys apportioned to such town for the ensuing 
year, may, in the discretion of the Superintendent of Common 
Schools, be withheld, and be distributed among the other towns 
in the same county, from which the necessary reports shall have 
been received. When the share of school moneys apportioned to 
a town shall thus be lost to the town by the neglect of the Town 
Superintendents, the ofi^cer guilty of such neglect forfeits to 
his town the full amount, with interest, of the moneys so lost. It 
is the duty of the supervisor of the town, Upon notice of such loss, 
from the Superintendent of Common Schools, or county treasurer, 
to prosecute without delay in the name of the town, for such for- 
feiture ; and the moneys recovered are required to be distributed 
and paid by such supervisor to the several districts, parts of dis- 
trict^ or separate neighborhoods of the town, in the same manner 
as it would have been the duty of the Town Superintendent to 
have distributed and paid them, if received from the county trea- 
surer.-^ 22, 23, 24. (No. 47, 48, 49.) 

By § 15, of chap. 382, Laws of 1849, it is provided that ''when- 
ever it shall be satisfactorily proved to the State Superintendent 
that any county or town superintendent, or other school officers, 
has embezzled the public money, or any money coming into his 
hands for school purposes, or has been guilty of the wilful viola- 
tion of any law, or neglect of duty or of disobeying any decision, 
(Nrder or regulation of the Department of Common Schools, the 
State Superintendent is authorised to remove such officer from 
such office, by an order under the seal of office of the Secretary 
of State. 
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T« PENALTIES AND FORFEITURES TO BE COLLECTED BY TOWK 

SUPEBINTENPENTS. ^ I 

By sQbdivision 8 of § 8, Rev. Stat (No. 33,) the Town Super- 
intendent is to sue for and collect hj his name of office, all pen- 
alties and forfeitures imposed bj the title relating to common 
schools, where no other pit) vision is made ; for the penalty of five 
dollars prescribed by § 57, (No. 79,J upon the refusal or neglect of 
any inhabitant of a distnct to serve the notice of the first meeting ; 
the same penalty for altogether refusing to serve in a district office ; 
and the penalty often dollars for neglecting to perform the duties 
of a district office, not having refused to accept the same ; and hr 
the penalty of $25, against Trustees neglecting or refusing an- 
nually to render an account of the moneys received by them, given 
by §130 (No. 150^ of the school act. 

He is also to prosecute for the penalty of twenty -five dollars 
imposed by §123 (No. 143,) upon every trustee who signs a false 
report, with the intent of obtaining an unjust proportion of the 
school moneys of the town. Justice to the several districts re- 
quires* that the Town Superintendents should be vigilant in de- 
tecting such errors, and in applying the remedy provided by law 
in all cases where they arise from design. 

The sums collected by him in suits for penalties, after dedncC- 
iog his costs and expenses, are to be added to the school moneys 
received by him daring ih6 year, and apportioned among the 
6evei*al districts. 

YI. MISCELLANEOUS DUTIES. 

By § 25, (No. 50,) and the succeeding sections, the Town Su- 
perintendent in each town is required to keep a just and true ac- 
count of all school moneys received and expended by him during 
the year for which he shall have been chosen, and to lay the same 
■before the board of auditors of the accounts of other town officers 
at the annual meeting of such board in the same year. Within 
fifteen days after the termination of his office he is required to 
render to his successsor in office a just and true account, in writing, 
of all school moneys by him received, before the time of render- 
ing such account, and of the manner in which the same shall have 
been appropriated and expended by him ; and the account so 
rendered is to be delivered by such successor in office to the town 
clerk, to be filed and recorded in his office. If, on rendering such 
account, any balance shall be found remaining in the hands of the 
Town Superintendent, the same is immediately to be paid by him 
to his succSessor in office. If such balance, or any part thereof, 
shall have been appropriated by the Town Superintendent to any 
particular school district, part of a district or separate neighbor- 
hood, and shall remain*^ in his hands for the use thereof, a state- 
xoent of such appropriation is required to be made in the account 
.80 to be rendered, and the balance paid to such successor in office, 
to be paid over by him, according to such appropriation. His 
successor in office may bring a suit in his name of office, for the 
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recovery, with interest, of any unpaid balance of school moneys 
that shall appear*ta»have been in the hands of any previous Town 
Superintendent on leaving his office, either by the accounts render- 
ed by such Town Superintendent, or by other sufficient proof. In 
ease of the death of such Town Superintendent, such suit may bo 
brought against his representatives, and all moneys recovered are 
to be applied in the same maimer as if they had been paid over 
without suit. 

By § 30, the Town Superintendent of common s^ehools in each 
town, has the powers and privileges of a corporation, so far as to 
enable him to take and hold any property transferred to him lor 
the use of common schools in such town. 

A mere transfer of vouchers or receipts, by a Town Super- 
intendent, on the expiration of his official term, is not such an 
account as the law contemplates. There must be a vxritten state' 
ment of the amount of moneys received, appropriated and ex- 
pended by him ; and tbis statement must be filed and recorded 
by the town clerk. — Cam. School Dec, 189. 

The written approbation of the Town Superintendent to be en- 
dorsed on the warrant is, by the 113th section of the act of 1843, 
(No. 133) made requisite to the validity of any second or sub- 
sequent renewal of a school district warrant for the collection of 
a tax list or rate bill. This approbation should be granted only 
where a satisfactory excuse is shown for the omission to celled 
the amount specified in the warrant within the time prescribed 
by law, and extended by one renewal. Taxes and rate bills 
should be promptly collected ; and in ordinary cases sixty days 
affords ample time for this purpose; and further indulgence 
should in no case be grpnted excepting under special and pecu- 
liar circumstances. 

By § 70 (No. 92) of the school act, it is provided that ^* bo 
tax to be voted by any district meeting, for building, hiring or 
purchasing a school house shall exceed the sum of four hundred 
dollars, unless the Town Superintendent of common achools of 
the town in which the school-house is to be situated, shall certify 
in writing, his opinion that a larger sum ought to be raised, and 
shall specify the sum ; in which case, a sum not exceeding the 
sum so specified shall be raised." And by §1 of chap. 44, Laws 
of 1831, Sec. 73, (No. 95,^ " Whenever a school house shall 
have been built or purchased for a district, the site of such school 
house shall not be changed, nor the building thereon be removed, 
as long as the district shall remain unaltered, unless by the con- 
sent, in writing, of the Town Superintendents of Common 
Schools, of the town or towns within which such district shall be 
situated, stating that in their opinion such removal is necessary ; 
nor then, unless a mc^ority of aU the taxable inhabitants of said 
district to be ascertained by taking and recording the ayes and 
noes at a special meeting called for that - purpose, ahall vote for 
such removal and in favor of such new site.^ 
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A majority of the taxable inhabitatitB who are legal voters in 
the district, present and voting at such special meeting is suffi- 
cient, in conjunction with the written certificate of the Town 
Superintendent to authorize a change of site in an altered dis- 
trict. 

Town Superintendents are bound to furnish answers to all 
appeals brought from any of their proceedings.-^Coiw. School 
Dec, 187. 

Where a school district is established by the State Super- 
intendent on appeal, Town Superintendents have no power 
to alter, modify or dissolve the same, without express authority 
f^om thd State Superintendent; nor can they, without such 
authority, re-establish a district, or re-publish an order afler their 
proceedings in the same matter have once been set aside on 
appeal. 

Where any school district office is vacated by the death, re- 
fusal to serve, removal out of the district, or incapacity of any " 
officer, and the vacancy occasioned thereby shall not be supplied 
by a district meeting, within one month thereafter, the Town 
Superintendent may appoint any person residing in the district to 
supply such vacancy, § 77 (No. 98.) If, however, the district, 
by election, fills the vacancy (ifter the expiration of the month, 
and prior to the action of the Town Superintendent, such elec- 
tion is valid, and the Town Superintendent cannot subsequently 
make an appointment. — Com. School Decisions , 179. 

By § 146 pf the act of 1847, (No. 169) it is provided that «ln 
any suit which shall hereafler be commenced against Town Super- 
intendents of Common Schools, or officers of school districts, for 
any act performed by virtue of, or under color of, their offices, or 
for any refusal or omission to perfbrm any duty enjoined by law, 
and which might have been the subject of an appeaLto the Super- 
intendent, no costs shall be allowe(} to the plaintiff in cases where 
the court shall certify that it appeared on the trial of the cause that 
the defendants acted in goo4 fsath. But this provision shall not 
extend to suits for penalties, nor to suits or proceedings to enforce 
the decisions of the Superintendent.** 

By § 6 of chap. 3^0 of laws of 1839^ § 146, (No. 168) " Town 
Superintendenta of common schools, and trustees and clerka of 
school districts, refusing or wilfully ne^ecting to make any report, 
or to perform any other duty required by law, or regulations or 
decisions made under the authority of any statute, shall severally 
forfeit to their town, or to their district, as the case may be, for 
the use of the common schools therein, the sum of ten dollars for 
each such neglect or refusal, which penalty shall be sued for and 
collected by the supervisor of the town, and paid over to the prop- 
er officers, to be distributed for the benefit of the common schoolf 
in the town or district to which such penalty belongs ; and when 
the share of school or library money appbrtioneci to any town or 
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district, or any portions thereof, or any money to which a town or 
school district would have been entitled, shall be lost in conse- 
quence of any wilful neglect of official duty by any town superin- 
tendent of common schools, or trustees or clerks of school districts, 
the officers guilty of such neglect shall forfeit to the town or dis- 
trict the full amount with interest, of the moneys so lost ; and 
they shall be jointly and severally liable for the payment of such 
forfeiture." 

m 

^J § ^^ (^^- ^^) ^^ ^3 provided that '^ in every case where a 
district embraces a part of more than one town, the town superin- 
tendents of the towns so in part embraced, upon application of the 
trustees of such districts, or of those persons liable to pay taxea 
upon real property therein, shall proceed to enquire and determine 
whether the valuation of real property upon the several assessment 
rolls of said towns are substantially just as compared with each 
other, so far as such district is concerned, and if determined not to 
be so, they shall determine the relative proportion of taxes that 
ought to be assessed upon the real property of the parts of such 
districts so lying in diffisrent towns, and the trustees of such district 
shall thereupon assess the proportion of any tax thereafter to be 
raised according to the determination of said superintendents until 
^ the same shall be altered by said superintendents until the same 
shall be altered by said superintendents upon like application, using 
the assessment rolls of the several towns to distribute the said pro- 
portion among the persons liiible to be assessed for the same. In 
cases where two superintendents shall be unable to agree, they 
shall summon a superintendent from some adjoining town, who 
shall unite in such inquiry and determination." 

Town superintendents are not within the class of public officers 
required by the Constitution to take the oath of office. 

FORMS PRESCRIBED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE 
SUPERINTiiNDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS FOR 
THE USE OF TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS. 

1, FORM OP BOND TO BE OITEN BY THE TOWN SUP£BINTEN2>- 

EMT TO TES SUPERYISOA. 

Know all men by these presents, that we A. B., C. D., and E. 

F., of the town of — in the county of — : are held and 

firmly bound to J. K. Esq., Supervisor of said town, in the penal 
sum of [double the amount of school money received in said town 
from all sources during the preceding year,] to be paid to the 
said J. K. or his successor in office ; to the which payment, well 
and truly to be made, we bind ourselves and our legal representa- 
tives, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Witness our 
hands and seals this ■ day of June, 1851. 

Whereas, the said A. B. has been duly elected [or appointed] 
Town Superintendent of Common Schools for the said town of 
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r— ' : Now therofore, the condition of this oUigfttion is sach, 

that if the said A. B. shall faithfully apply and legally disburse, 
all the school money which may come into his hands during his 
term of office as such Town Superiktendent, and faithfully dis- 
charge all the duties of said office, then this obligation to be null 
and void ; otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 



Signed sealed and deliv- \ A. B. 

ered in presence of f CD. 

E. F. 



} 



L. S. 
L. S. 
L. S 



(Endorsement.) ^' I hereby approve <^ C. D. and E. F. as sure- 
ties to the within bond." J. K« 

2. FORM OF ▲ RESOLUTION CREATING A NEW DISTRICT. 

. At a meeting, &.c. 

Resolved, That a new school district be formed, to consist of 
[the present Districts Nos; 1 and 2 ; or of the present District No. 
1 and a part of District No. 2 ; or parts of Districts No. 1 and 
No. 2, as the case may be,] which said new district shall be num- 
bered [23,] and shall be bounded as follows : [on the north by 
the north tine of the town of Trenton : on the east by the east- 
erly line of the farms and lots of land now occupied by Thoma» 
Janes^ William Thomas, &c. : on the south by the south line of 
lots No. 56, 57 and 58, as designated on the map of said town : 
and on the west by the westerly line of the farms and lots nowoot- 
cupiee by A, B, C, D, &c.] ^ 

The formation of the aforesaid district, involving an alteration 
of District No. [1 and No, 2,] the consent of the trustees of the 
said districts to such alteration has been presented to the Town 
Superintendent, and filed with the town clerk. [Or, if such con«> 
sent has not been given, the following entry should be made : The 
formation of the aforesaid district, involving an alteration of dis» 
tricts No. 1 and 2, and the consent of the trustees of District No. 
1 to such alteration not having been given, it is ordered that a no- 
tice in writing of the said alteration, signed by the Town Super- 
intendent, be served on one of the trustees of the said district] 
If the order is made between the first day of December, in any 
year, and the first day of May thereafter, the following clause 
ilhould be added, viz : " This order will take effect on the first 
day of May next, [or on some subsequent day to be specified.] 

% The consent of the trustees of the altered districts may be 
given by endorsing it on a copy of the order, as follows : 

We hereby consent to the alteration made in District No. 2, in . 
the town of Trenton, by the order of which the within is a copy. 

Dated, dec 

' Trtistees of district 

NoA. 



A. n. \ 

CD.} 
E. F.) 
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This consent, like all other aets of trustees, sliocild he grrenat 
a meeting of the whole, or a majority, when all have been notified 
to attend. The statute does not require it to be in writing; but it 
is advisable to prevent disputes, that a written consent should be 
filed with the town clerk. 

3. FORJI OF NOTICE TO TRUSTEES NOT GIVING THEIE CONSENT TO 

AN ALTERATION OF THEIR DISTRICT. 

The Trustees of District No. 1, in the town of TVen^on will 
|;ake notice that an order was made this day by the Town Saper- 
iniendent of Common Schools of the said town, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy, by which certain alterations in the said district 
are made, as will appear by the said order ; and that such altera- 
tions will take effect after three months from the service of this 
notice. [If the expiration of the three months occur between the 
-first day of December and May, then some day subl^equent to the 
to the thirtieth of April should be specified.] Dated,, &c. 

G« H., Town Superintmdent of Common 
Schools of the torni of Trenton. 

[Here insert copy of order of Town Superintendent] 
This notiee may be served on any one of the trustees ; and it 
will be found useful to have an acknowledgment of the service 
by the trustees receiving the notice, endorsed on a copy of it and, 
ilkd with the town clerk. 

4. NOTICE OF THE FIR9T MEETING IN A DISTRICT TO ORGANIZB. 

This is required by law to be given witfaiii twenty day, aflet 
the formation of any district. If the consent of the trustees of the 
districts interested, hae been given to the alteratiesis covered by 
the order, then the notice should be for a day as early afi may aJ» 
low sufficient time for general information. But if it be necessar 
ry to give notice of the alterations to the trustees ol any district, 
then the notice for the first meeting should specify a daj aubeo- 
quent to the expiration of three months after service of the notice 
of alteration, because the district cannot organtze until after thai 
time. 

The notice may be in the following form : 
To , a taxable inhabitant of District no M, in the town 

of Trenton. 

Th6 town Superintendent of Common Schools, of tbe town of 
JVentoHf having by an order, of which the foUowing is a copy, 
formed a new district in the said town to be numbered 33, eon- 
i^sting of the territory particularly specified in the said order ; 
you are hereby required to notify ev«ry inhabitant of the wM dis- 
trict qualified to vota at district meetings, to attend the first dis- 
trict meeting of the said district, which is hereby appointed to be 
held at the house of in the said town, on the day of 

next, at 6 o'clock in the afternoon, by reading this notiae 
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in the hearing of each such inhabitaDt, or ia case of hb absence 
from home, by leaving a copy of this notice, or of so much there- 
of as relates to the time and place of such meeting, at least six 
days before the said time so appointed for the said meeting. Da- 
ted, &c. 

A. B., T&wn Superintendent of Common 

Schools of the town of Trenton* 

A copy of the order forming the district should be annexed to 
this notice, as the most convenient mode of describing the district, 
and most likely to prevent errors. 

The inhabitant serving the notice should keep a memorandum 
of the names of the persons notified by him, specifying the man- 
ner of notifying, whether by reading or leaving a copy, or the sub- 
stance of the notice, at the place of abode c^ any absent voter ; 
and this memorandum, certified by him, should be delivered to 
the chairman or clerk of the district meeting and read, that it may 
be ascertained whether notice has been duly given so as to justi- 
fy the voters in proceeding to the transaction of business ; and the 
origmal notice and return should be filed with the district clerk, 
as evidence of the regularity of the organization. 

7. FOBM OF A RESOLUTION FOR THE ALTERATION OF A DISTRICT. 

At a meeting of, dtc, 
* Resolved, That districts number 1 and number 3, in the said 
town, be altered as follows, viz : by setting off the farms and 
parcels of land occupied by John Broum, Thomas Jones^ and 
William Richeards^ from District auoiber otie, in which they 
have heretofore been included to District number two ; so that 
the east boundary of District number one shall be the easterly 
line of the farms and parcels of lands occupied by A. B. C. D. 
&»c., and the westerly boundary of district number two shall be 
the westerly lines of the farms and parcels of laii4 occupied by 
the said John Brown, Thamcis Jones and William Richards ; 
the said John Brown having consented to be set off as aforesaid. 
The written consent of the trustees of the said districts number 
one and two, having been presented to -the Town Superin- 
tendent, is filed with the town clerk ; [or. The consent of the 
trustees of the said districts respectively, (or of district No. 1 or 
2, as the case may be,) not having been given to the said altera- 
tion, it is ordered ^ that a notice in writing of such alteration 
signed by the Town Superintendent, be served on some one 
of the trustees of each of the said districts, (or of district No. 
1 or 2.)] 

in the above form, it will be seen that the new boundaries of 
the districts, caused by the alteration, are given. This is deemed 
very necessary in order to prevent all mistake or ambiguity, and 
to preserve a continual record of the actual bounds of the districts. 
If any of the persons set off consent to the alteration, it should be 
stated, 80 that the trustees may know whether he is taxable for 
building a school-house. 
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The consent of trustees to the alteration, and in case of their 
not consenting, the notices to them, will be as before given under 
the 2d and 3d heads. 

8. FBOCEEDINGS IN THE FOBMATION OR ALTERATION OF A JOINT DIS- 

TRICT, FROM TWO OR MORE TOWtVS. 

The proceedings in the formation of a joint district will be in 
all respects similar to those previously given in relation to ordi- 
nary cases, with the following additions : 

As there is no clerk assigned by law to the joint meeting, the 
officers present should sign the proceedings. 

The caption should give the names of the towns to which the 
Town Superintendents belong ; and the resolutions should be re- 
corded in each of those towns. 

9. FORM OF CERTIFICATE TO TEACHER BY TOWN SITPERINTENDENT. 

I hereby certify (hat I have examined A. B. and do believe that 
be [or she] is well qualified, in respect to moral character, learn- 
ing and ability, to instruct a common school in this town for one 
year from the date hereof. 

Given under my hand at this day of 18 

C. D., Town Superintendent oj Com- . 
mon Schools for the town of 

10. FORM OF INSTRUMENT ANNULLING A TEACHER'S CERTIFICATE. ' 

Having enquired into certain complaints against A. B., hereto- 
fore licensed as a teacher of common schools of sai4 town, and 
being of opinion that he, the said A. B., does not possess the re- 
quisite qualifications as a teacher, in respect to moral character, 
[or ^' in respect to learning,'' or " in respect to ability in teach- 
iBg,*' as the case may be,] and having given at least ten days pre- 
vious notice in writing to said teacher, and to the trustees of the 
district in whi^h he is employed, of the intention so to do, I have 
annulled and hereby do annul tlie said certificate and license so 
granted as aforesaid. 

Given under my hand this day ot 18 

C. D., Town Superintendent 

of Common Schools, 

As a note in writing, containing the name of the teacher, and 
the time when his certificate was annulled, must be filed in the 
town clerk's office, to give it effect, the most convenient and ef- 
fectual mode of complying with the law, will be to make out, sign 
and file a duplicate of the instrument itself. 

11. FORM OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN SUPERINTENDENT 
OF COMMON SCHOOLS, TO BE MADE TO THE COUNTY CLERK. 

I, A. B. Town Superintendent of common Schools of the town 
of in the county of in conformity with the statutes 

in relation to common schools, do report : that the number of en- 
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tire school districts in said toirn, organized according to law, is 
height,'] and that the number of parts of school districts in said 
town is [^ve] ; that the number of joint districts, the school-hous- 
es of which are situated wholly or partially in said town, is [three] ; 
that he number of entire districts from which the necessary re- 
ports have been made for the present year, within the time limit- 
ed by law, is [etghif"] and the number of parts of districts from 
which such reports have been made is {Jive."] That the number 
of schools for coloredN^hildren taught by said town during the 
year aforesaid, for six months or upwards, by a duly qualified 
teacher, was [^too.] 

And I do further certify and report, that the whole amount .of 
money received by me, or my predecessors in office, for the use of 
common schools, during the year ending on the date of this re- 
pert, and since the date of the last report of said town, is 9 
of which sum the part received from the county treasurer is $ 
the part from is $ and that we have .collected the 

sum of for penalties {if any kas been collected) [and if there 
be any other source from tohich any part has been received^ here 
state it particularly.] That the said isum of money has been ap- 
propriated to the several districts from which the necessary re- 
ports were received, for the purposes and in the proportion follow- 
ing, viz : the sum of 9 for the payment of teachers' wages, 
and the sum of S for the purchase of district libraries. That 
of the monies so apportioned, there has been paid over to or on the 
order of the trustees of the several districts entitled thei'eto, the 
sum of dollars and cents for teachers' wages, and dol- 
lars and cents of the library money ; and that the balance of 
said monies so apportioned and not paid over, is now in my hands 
amounting in the aggregate to dollars and cents, and ready 
to be paid according to law. That the sum of $ was appor- 
tion by me to district No. for colored children in said dis- 
trict between the ages of four and 21 years, who have attended a 
school in district No. in said town, by a duly qualified teacher, 
for six months during the preceding year ; and 9 to district 
No. for colored children attending in said district; and 
that I have deducted the said several amounts from the sums by 
me apportioned to the said districts No. and respectively. 
And I further certify that during the year before mentioned, I 
have not collected any fines, penalties or forfeitures : [or. And I 
further certify that during the year before mentioned, I have col- 
l<^cted a penalty of S25, imposed on A. B. a trustee of district No. 
in said town, for signing a false report ; and that my costs 
and charges in such collection amounted to $ ; and the 
balance of such penalty was by me added to the school money 
received by me and apportioned as above mentioned.] That the 
school books most in use in the common schools of said town are 
the following, viz : [here specify the principal hooks reported by 
the several trustees,] And I further certify the tables following^ 
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CHAPTER III 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF INHABITANTS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

By § 65 (No. 87)of the school act, it is provided that <' an annual 
meeting shall he held at the time and place previously appointed ; 
and at the first district meeting, and at each annual meeting, the 
time and place of holding the next annual meeting shall be fixed." 

Annual meetings need not be precisely one year apart. The 
time may be a few days or weeks more or less than a year, if the 
inhabitants think it necessary. For instance, an annual meeting 
held on the^r*^ Tuesday of October may be adjourned to the 
second Tuesday of October of the next yeai% The propriety of the 
act in every case must depend upon the circumstances attending 
it. No general rule as to the extent of the variation from a year 
can belaid down as applicable to all cases. — Com. School Dec, 
289. 

It is proper, however, to observe, that as by the act of 1843 
one trustee only is hereafter to be annually elected, who holds his 
office for Ihree years, and as in case of a vacancy, such vacancy is 
to be supplied only for the unexpired term left vacant, the variations 
in the time of holding the annual meeting ought not to exceed 
three or four weeks. The time from one annual meeting to 
another must always be considered and treated as one year. 

By § 66 of the act of (No. 88,) " Whenever the time for hold- 
ing annual meetings in a district, for the election of district officers 
shall pass without such election being held, a special meeting shall 
be notified by the clerk of such district to choose such' officers ; and 
if no such notice be given by him or the trustees last elected or 
appointed, within twenty days afler such time shall have passed, 
any inhabitant of such district qualified to vote at district meetings, 
may notify such meeting in the manner provided by law in case 
of the formation of a new district ; and the officers chosen at any 
such special meeting, shall hold their office until the time for hold- 
ing the next annual meeting." 

By § 67 of Laws of 1847, (No. 89,) « When the clerk, and all 
the trustees of a school district, shall have removed, or otherwise 
vacated their office, and where the records of a district shall have 
been destroyed or lost, or where trustees neglect or refuse to call 
meetings to choose trustees, the Superintendent of Common Schools 
shall have authority to order such meetings." 

By § 68 ("No. 90,) •' When in consequence of the loss of the 
records of a school district, or the omission to designate the day 
for its annual meeting, there shall be none fixed, or it cannot be 
ascertained, the trustees of such district may appoint a day for 
holding the annual meeting of such district." 

If an annual meeting is held at the time and place appointed at 
or adjourned from the annual meeting of the preceding year, the 
proceedings will be deemed valid, notwithstanding the omission of 
the clerk to give the notices prescribed by law. 
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Where the place and time of day for holding the annual meet- 
ing are not designated by the inhabitants, the usual place and 
time of day &r holding such meetings will be understood, and the 
notices of the clerk should correspond thereto. When assembled, 
the inhabitants may adjourn to any other convenient place ; but the 
-clerk cannot, in his notices for the annual meeting, designate any 
other than the usual place for holding such meeting, where the in- 
habitants at their last annual meeting omitted to specify any place. 
— Com, School Dec. 129, 141. 

The law 'has not specified what number of inhabitants shall 
^constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a district 
meeting, annual or special : and accordingly the proceedings, if / 
otherwise regular, will not be disturbed by reason of the paucity 
of attendance on the part of the inhabitants, where the notice has 
been fair and public, and there is no room for the allegation of 
surprise. A reasonable time, should, however, be allowed for the 
inhabitants to assemble, after which those in attendance may legal- 
ly proceed to the transaction of any district business. 

By § 69 (No. 91) it is provided that '^a special meeting shall 
be held in each district whenever called by the trustees ; and the 
proceedings of no district meeting, annual or special, shall be held 
illegal, for want of a due notice to all the persons qualified to vote 
thereat, unless it shall appear that the omission to give such notice 
was wilful and fraudulent." 

This latter provision was intended for cases where through ac- 
cident or mistake, the proper legal notice has not been given to 
all who are entitled to it : but it cannot be construed to extend to 
cases in which no attempt is made to give the notice required by 
law to any of the inhabitants. Where the clerk of a district un- 
dertakes to give a notice in the manner provided by the statute, 
and has failed, unintentionally, to serve such notice on all the per- 
sons entitled to receive it, or where such notice is imperfectly 
served, the proceedings of the meeting will not be void on that 
account They may, however, be set aside on appeal, on showing 
sufiicient cause. — Oom. School Dec. 186, 223. 

The law in terms, prescribes that the ohject for which a special 
meeting is called shall be stated in the notice for such meeting. 

The opportunities afforded by the coming together of the in- 
habitants of each district, for deliberation and consultation in re- 
lation to their schools, and the various interests connected there- 
with, are calculated to exert a most beneficial influence in favor 
of education ; to promote union, harmony and concert of action in 
the several districts ; and to cement the ties of friendly social in- 
tercourse between those having a common interest in the moral 
and intellectual culture of their children. It ig, therefore, of the 
utmost importance that they should not be neglected ; that the in- 
habitants should be prompt and uniform in their attendance ; and 
that the proceedings should be invariably characterized with that 
order, regularity dignity and decorum which can alone command 
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respect and eflSciently attain the objects to be accomplished. To 
secure as far as possible the attainment of these desirable ends, it is 
proposed in this place to examine the powers and duties of the inhab- 
itants, when assembled in district meeting, the mode of proceeding 
the keeping of the minutes and records, the qualifications ofvoters^ 
and some oth€r subjects of general interest, connected with the' 
proceedings of district meetings. 

1. POWERS AND DUTIES OF INHABITENTS WHEN ASSEMBLED 

IN DISTRICT MEETING. 

These are particularly specified in § 62, (Nd. 84^ of the act, 
and will be noticed in their proper order. They are, to appoint 
a moderator ; to adjourn from time to time as occasion may require j 
to choose district officers at their first meeting upon the organiza- 
tion of the district, and as often as vacancies occur, by expiration 
of the term of office or otherwise; to designate a site for districH 
school-houses ; to lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of the 
district as the meeting shall deem sufficient to purchase or lease a 
suitable site for a school-house, and to build, hire, or purchase such 
school-house, and to keep in repair and furnish the same with nec- 
essary fciel and appendages ; and to repeal, alter and modify their 
proceedings from time to as occasion may require. 

By the 10th section of the act of 1841, sub. 8. (No. 84,) the 
inhabitants are authorized, with the consent of the Town Super- 
intendent of common schools, to designate sites for two or* more 
school houses for their district, and to lay a tax for the purchase 
or lease thereof, and for the purchase, hiring or building of school 
houses thereon, and the keeping in repair and furnishing the same 
with necessary fuel and appendages. 

This provision authorizing more than one site and school house, 
is intended for the accommodation of those districts that may be 
so peculiarly situated as to render a division inconvenient or not 
desirable. A banking or other corporation, or some manufacturing 
establishment li^ible to taxation, may thus be rendered beneficial 
to a large territory and a greater number of inhabitants, instead 
of having its contributions applied for the benefit of a few. And 
in populous places, it may often be convenient to have a school 
for very young children distant from that attended by those more 
advanced. In these and other cases, the districts should not 
hesitate to exercise the power given by this section. But they 
should in all cases obtain the previous assent of the Town Super- 
intendent. 

The same section anthorizes the inhabitants, in their discretion 
and v^ithout the assent of the Town Superintendent, to levy a tax 
not exceeding twenty dollars in any one year, for the purchase 
of maps, globes, black-boards and other school apparatus. The 
principal facts in geography are learned better by the eye than in 
any other manner, and there ought to be in every school-room a 
map of the world, of the United States, of this state and of the 
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Il<arp;e black-boards, in frames or plaster ar^ indispensable to a well 
conducted school* The operations i« arithinetic perftwmed on them, 
enable the teacher to ascertain the degree of the pupils* acquire- 
ments, better than any. result exhibited on slates. He sees the 
various steps taken by the scholar, and can re<4Uire him to give 
the reason for each. It is in. fact an exercise for the entire class ; 
and the whole school,, by this public process, insensibly acquires 
a knowledge of the rules and operations in this braneh of study. 

Cards containing tlie letters ef the alphabet, or words^ may be 
usefully hung up 'in the room. Indeed the whole apparatus pro- 
vided by Mr. Holbrook and others, is erain^tly calculated to 
facilitate the acquisition- qf knowledge and to render it agreeable. 

The amount of the tax which may be voted for the purchase or 
lease of sites for the district school'-house. aiul for the repairs, fur« 
niture, fuel and appendages, is left wholly to the discretion of the 
district, and is unlimited by law: but no tax for building, hiring 
or purohusing a school hou^^e can exceed the sum of four hundred . 
dallars, unless on the certificate of the Town Superintendent that a 
larger sum, specifying the amount, ought, in his opinion, to he rais- 
ed; in w^iich case a sum not exceeding the sum so specified, may be 
raised. § 70 (No. 92,) If the district under the act of. 1841, raise 
a tax for building, hiring or purchasing /t^o or more schooMiouses^. 
a tax for ea£h may be levied, to the amount of $400, without a 
certificate from the Town Superintendent. 

Whenever a majority of all the taxable inhabitants who are 
legal voters of any school district, to be ascertained by taking and 
recording the ayes and noes of such inhabitants attending at any 
annual, special \y€ adjourned school district meeting legally called 
or held, determiae that the sum proposed aiu] provided, tp build a. 
school house, shall be raised by ii>stdlments ;. it is the duty of 
the trustees to cause the same to be levied, raised and collected, 
VBk ee^al annual instalments, in the same manner, and with the 
like authority that 'other school district taj^es are raised, levied 
and collected, and to make put their tax list and warraifit, for theL 
collection of such instalment's as they beeoine payable according 
to the vote of the said inhabitants ; but the payment or collection 
of the last instalment can not be extended beyond five years from, 
the time such vote was taken ; and no vote to levy any such tax 
can be reconsidered except at an adjourned general or special 
meeting to be held within thirty days thereafter, and the same 
majority is required for re<^onsideration as is required, to levy such 
tax. * . 

By § 71 (Noi »3) aad §.74 No. aS,.the ittiM*hit^i>ts jai;^ ^Hthorr 
ized, whenever the site Oif^heir schooj-house ha^.^een legally, 
Ranged, to d infect the sale of tb^ fo^mec ske of lot, and tha h\\)\<^ 
ings thereon, acid. appurtefltaupQS, of any p^rt t|i^«Qf, ^t, s.ucjji 
price and ufioiiiauoi) texn)S'<as t^eyi^b^H 4^&^ OJ^^^^a^J^^t^geojiilK} 
to the 'dklrriiQU .')"/:♦ : \, 1.., - i , •; . •• 
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By the 136th section of the act of 1847, (No. 155) it faproric^ 
ed that '^ whenever the number of volumes in the district library 
of any district numbering over fifty children between the age of 
four and twenty-one years, shall exceed one hundred and twenty- 
five ; or of any district numbering fifty children or less, between 
the said ages shall exceed one hundred volumes, the inhabitants 
of the district qualified to vote therein, may^ ai a special or annual 
meeting^ duly notified for that purpose, by a majority of votes, ap- 
propriate the whole or any part of the library money belonging to the 
district for the current year, to the purchase of maps, globes, 
black-boards, or other scientific apparatus, for the use of the school,*^ 
and in every distrit^ having the required number of volumes in 
the district librany, and the maps, globes, black-boards and other 
apparatus aforesaid, the said moneys, ioith the approbation of the 
State Superintendent may be applied to the payment of teachers^ 
wages. 

The object of this enactment is two-fold. It is designed in the 
first instance; to secure to every district at least one hundred 
volumes of suitable books for a district library ; and to districts 
numbering over fifty children, one hundred and twenty-five ; and 
in the second, to authorize the inhabitants of any district so 8up<* 
plied, when duly convened for that special pu'pose, to appropriate 
so much of the library fund for the current year, as they may 
think proper, to the purchase of maps, globes, black-boards or 
scientific apparatus, for the use of the school, or to the payment of 
teachers wages when authorized by the State Superintendent. In 
the absence of any such appropriation, or whenever any balance re- 
mains unappropriated, the library money, or such unappropriated 
balance, must be applied to the purchase of books ; and in any 
eventjthat money must be expended for the one or the other of these 
purposes, on or before the first day of October in each year. It is 
respectfully recommended to the inhabitants of those districts which 
are already supplied with the requisite number of books,and ofothersy 
whenever they shall reach the specified number, to avail them- 
selves of the power thus conferred upon them, to supply their 
school with those useful articles of ficientific apparatus which so 
materially conduce to the improvement of the pupils. Independ- 
ently of this appropriation, no district should dispense with a 
black-board; and if suitable maps, globes and a few of the more 
simple means of illustrating the elementary truths of science, can 
be superadded, the library money for two or three years cannot 
perhaps be more advantageously appropriated. In the mean time, 
the books on hand can be generally read ; and such additions to 
the library as the growing wants and increased intelligence of the 
district may require, can then be from time to time procured. 
The advice of the Tjown Superintendent may at all times be ha4 
IS to the most proper and judicious appropriation of the (und for 
the purposes provided for by the sectioD under consideration. 

By the prdvision of the several acts relative to schooi district 
libraries, (No. 159 et seq.) the inhabitants of the several districts 
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are authorized to lay a tax, not exceeding twenty dollars for the 
first year, and ten dollars for each subsequent year, for the pur- 
chase of a district library, consisting of suck hooks as they shcdl in 
their district meeting direct, and such further sum as they may 
deem necessary for the purchase of a book-case. 

These provisions, it will be observed, are entirely distinct from 
those which relate to the purchase of books with the public 
moneys provided by the act of 1838. They are confined to such 
books as are obtained by means of a district tax ; and wherever 
the inhabitants do not choose to place the latter on the same 
footing with the. former, the distinction should be carefully ob- 
serve d. The library directed to be purchased with the public 
money provided for that purpose, is to be selected by the trustees ; 
the inhabitants have no direct control over such selection ; and 
the rules and regulations for its government are to be prescribed 
by the Superintendent alone ; while the library to be raised by 
tax must consist of such books as the inhabitants in districts 
meeting shall direct ; and the rules and regulations for its man- 
agement may be adopted at such meeting. Still, both classes of 
books may be placed upon substantially the same footing, by a 
general direction to the trustees as to the books to be purchased, 
and the adoption of the rules and regulations prescribed by the 
Superintendent. 

By § 141 (No. 160,) the legal voters in any two or more adjoin- 
ing districts,may,with the approbation of the Superintendent, unite 
their library moneys, as they shall be received or collected, and 
purchase a joint library for the use of the inhabitants of such dis- 
tricts, to be selected by the trustees, or such persons as they shall 
designate, and to be placed under the charge of a librarian to be 
appointed by them. 

By section 143 of the same act, (No. 162) the legal voters in 
any district are authorized to direct the trustees to apply to the 
Superintendent to select and forward to the county clerk for the 
use of the district, a library. 

By sub. 9 of § 82, (No. 103,) the power of inhabitants of dis- 
tricts to direct the division of the public (teacher's) money, into 
not exceeding four portions for each year, and to assign and apply 
one of such portions to each *erm taught during the year by a 
duly qualified teacher, is expressly recognized. 

Where by reason of the inability to collect any tax, there shall 
be a deficiency in the amount raised, the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict in district meeting, are empowered to direct the raising of a 
sufficient sum to supply such deficiency, by tax. — § 84, (No. 
105.) 

By § 46, (No. 72,) '-'If the Town Superintendent of common 
schools in any town, shall require in writing, the attendance of 
the Town Superintendents of any other town or towns, at a joint 
meeting for the purpose of altering a school district formed from 
their respective towns, and a major part of the Town Superin- 
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tendents notified shall refuse or neglect to attend, the Town Su- 
perintendents attendinof, by a majority of votes, may call a special 
district meeting of such district, for the purpose of deciding on 
such proposed altera.tion ; and the decision of such meeting shall 
be as valid as if made by the Town Superintendents of all thi 
towns interested, but shall extend no further than to^dissolve tha 
district formed from such towns." 

The powers conferred upon the inhabitants ot school districts 
must be strictly pursued, and can in no case be exceeded. No 
vote or proceeding of a district meeting can be legal, for which au- 
thority is not expressly or by necessary implication, to be derived 
from the statute. 

2. CHANGE OF SITE OF SCHOOL HOUSfi. 

By § 73, (No. 95,) it is provided tliat "whenever a school-, 
house shall have been built or purchased for a district, the site of 
such school-house shall not be chanjjed, nor the building tjiereon 
be removed, as long as the district shall remain imaltertd, unless 
by the consent, in writing, of the Town Superintendent of common 
schools, of the town or each of the towns within winch such dis- 
trict shall be situated, stating that in their\)pini()n such removal is 
necessary ; nor then, unless a majority of all the taxable inhabi- 
tants of said district to be ascertained by taking and recording the 
ayes and noes at a special meeting of such district called for that 
purpose, shall be in favor of such new site." 

This provision is designed to secure permanency in the location 
of the district school-house, while the circum>tances under which it 
was so located remain substantially the satn(\ But when an al- 
teration has taken place in the district, since such location, either 
by the addition of new inhabitants, and the consequent annexation 
of new territory, from the adjoining districts, or by tiie setting off 
of a portion of the inhabitants and territory to sonje other district, 
then, the reason for the enactment failing, a clianjre of site may be 
voted by a majority of the altered distrittv in the usual manner. 
When the new site is again established, either in this niantier, or 
by a two-third vole, as pio^ided in the section al ove quoted, and a 
house built the same principle again i)revails. No further altera- 
tion can be made while the district remairis substantially in the 
same condition as when the new site was fixed. 

The alterations here referred to must be such as are made in the 
territorial boundaries of the district. Chan;;(S of residence by the 
inhabitants removing out of the district, or the removal of pe.soris 
into it from other districts, cannot be deemed alterations within the 
meaning of the law, while the territory remains the same. 

When the district has not been altered, and a chauije of site is 
proposed, the consent, in Writinof, of the Towfi Superintendent, as 
above sj)ecified is" requisite, an<i in additi(»n thereto, a vote of a 
maj or if y of tha taxable inhabitanf^ of the disfrict who art h^gal 
voters, present and voting, fcy ayes and noes. No taxable inhabi- 
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tant who is not a legal voter of the district can vote therein on any 
question; nor is it necessary that a majorTty of all tlie taxai)ie in- 
habitants or legal \otevs resicfing in the district should be obiained ; 
but only of a majority of those present and voting at a meeting 
duly notified. — Per Morgan Supt. April 1851. 

Experience has shown that by far the most fertile sources of 
contention and difficulty in the various school districts, originate 
from the proceedings of the inhabitants connected wkh the change 
of the site of their school-house. Such a measure should, therefore, 
only be adopted when the convenience and accommodation of the 
inhabitants will be essentially promoted thereby ; when the altered 
situation of the district imperatively requires a change ; and even 
then, the full and hearty concurrence not merely of a clear and 
decided majority of the district, but of the irthabitants generally, 
should l^e secured, before any final decision is made. There must 
always be a portion of the iidiabitants, residing at the extremities 
of the district, who will experience more or less inconveni»Mice, at 
particular seasons of the year, in consequence of their distance 
from the school-house : but it is better that these partial incon- 
veniences should be submitted to, than that they should be trans- 
ferred to others and the whole district plunged into a contention 
respecting the site. But when, in consequence of the enlargement 
of the boundaries of the district, a change is indisj)ensable, the in- 
, . habitants should come together in a conciliatory and friendly sj)irit, 
having no. other object in view than the best interests of the dis- 
trict and the convenience of the greatest number : and their action 
should be deliberate and ciroumripect^ — reconciling, as far as pos-r 
sible, the interests of all, and rejecting every proposition calculated 
to sow the seeds of dissension or disturbance in any portion of the 
district: — bearing in mind that a mere nuniepi(?>tl triumph, leaving 
a large minority dissatisfied and irritated, however gratifying to 
the succes4>ful party, for a time, is but a poor cofnf>ensation for a 
divided and distracted district, and an embittered and hostile neigh- 
borhood. 

By j5 74, (iS[o* 96,) it is provided that whenever the site of a 
school house shall have been changed as herein provided, the in- 
habitants of the district entitled to vote, lawfully assembled at 
any district meeting, shall have power by a majority of the votes 
of thos« present, to direct the sale of the former site or lot, and 
the buildings thereon, and appurtenances, or any part thereof, at 
such price, and upon such terms as they shall deem most advan- 
tageous to the. district ; and any deed duly executed by the 
trustees of such district, or a majority of them, in pursuance of 
such direction, shall be valid and effectual to pass all the estate or 
interest of such school district in the premises intended to be 
conveyed thereby, to the ijrantee named in such deed ; and when 
a credit shall be directed to be given nport such sale, for the con- 
sideration money, or any part thereof, the tru tees are author- 
ized to take in their corporate name, sueh security by bond 
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and mortgage, or otherwise, for the payment thereof, as they shall 
deem best,and to hold the same as a corporation, and account there- 
for to their successors in office and to the district, in the manner 
they are now required by law to account for moneys received by 
them ; and the trustees of any such district for the time being, 
may in their name of office, sue for and recover the moneys due 
and unpaid upon any security so taken by them, or their prede- 
cessors in office, with interest and costs. 

^y § "^^j (No. 97,) all moneys arising from any sale made in 
pursuance of the last preceding section, shall be appropriated to 
the payment of the expenses incurred in procuring a new site, 
and in removing or erecting a school house, or either of them, so 
far as such application thereof shall be deemed necessary. 

3. DESIGN ACTION OF SITE OP SCHOOL-HOUSB. 

When the site of a school-house is to be fixed, it should be des- 
ignated with distinctness and precision. It is very common in 
many of the districts to vote- a site in general terms, as at or near 
a particular ^pot, between two points, or by other equally vague de- 
scriptions ; and in some instances, the precise location has been 
left to the discretion of the trustees, or of a committee appointed 
for that purpose. All this is directly contrary to law. The in- 
habitants in district meeting assembled, are to " designate a site for 
a district school-house," and this designation must be sufficiently 
explicit, and must be. described by metes and bounds, or other 
known and permanent land marks, to enable the trustees to locate 
the site, and to contract for and receive a title to the same ; and 
the best rule will be to make such a description as would be requi- 
red in a deed of the premises. 

4 BUILDING, HIRING, FTTHCHASING AND BKPAlRING OF SCHOOL 
HOUSES, AND PROVIDING FURNITURE AND APPENDAGES. 

When a tax is voted by the inhabitants of a district for building 
a school-house, it is important, not only that the specific amount to 
be raised should be stated, but if any portion of it is designed to 
be expended in the erection of other appurtenances, such as a 
wood-house, necessary, or fence that those purposes should be spe- 
cifically set forth in the resolution. It would, in all cases, be desi- 
rable that a committee of the inhabitants, consisting of or inclu- 
ding the trustees who are charged by law with the execution of the 
work, should be appointed, to digest and, under the advice of the 
Town Superintendent, mature a full plan for the building, append- 
ages and appurtenances, together with a detailed estimate of the 
expense, and to submit the same at an adjourned meeting for the 
sanction and approval of the district. 

From this proceeding many useful results would follow. The 
trustees would be placed in possession of all the information ne- 
cessary to enable them sufficiently and systematically to discharge 
their duties, in contracting for and superintending the erection of 
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the house ; an opportunk j would be afforded of obtaining and com- 
paring the best models of architecture, and the inhabitants would 
be enabled to discuss at their leisure the several plans subnyttedy 
and to consult their conyenience, taste and accommodation in the 
several details. 

The volume of " School Architecture," by the Hon. Henrt 
Barnard, of Connecticut, will be found exceedingly Faluable, in 
the construction or alteration of school-houses, and should, when- 
ever practicable, be consulted. 

The school-house, when built or purchased, should never be per- 
mitted to remain for any length of time out of repair. It is the 
duty of the trustees to keep it in repair, and the district should, 
whenever called upon, provide for the expense. They should also 
see that the school-rooms are properly furnished with fuel, prepared 
for use.; that all the necessary articles of furniture are provided; that 
the seats, desks and other fixtures are in good condition, and that 
the district library, the appai'atns for the school, and all the other 
property of the district, is properly taken care of, and such articles 
as are wanted, promptly furnished. In other words, the district 
should exercise a constant supervision over its officers, and provide 
the means for an efficient discharge of their duties. 

When it is supposed that more than four hundred dollars will 
be necessary to build, hire, or purchase a school-bouse, care should 
be taken to procure the certificate of the Town Superintendent 
before the tax is voted by the district, as such certificate seems by 
the act and has been held by the department to be indispensable, to 
authorize the vote. If there be a site and house, they should be 
sold, and the proceeds applied first to the purchase of the new site, 
and next to tbd building. And whatever sum is applicable to the 
erecti<m or purchase of the school-house must, according to a de- 
oisicHi of the department, go in reduction of the amount which 
the district may vote for a school-house. — {Decisions^ p, 183.) 
Thus, if the former site and building sell for 200 dollars, and 50 
dollars be applied to the procuring a new site, the remaining 150 
dollars being apf^icable to the new house, the district cannot vote 
a tax of more than 250 dollars for the building, without the con- 
sent of the Town Superintendent. 

The following will be a proper form fof a resolution for raising 
a tax for the erection of a school-house : 

The certificate of the Town Superintendent of common schools 
of the town of having been obtained, that in his opinion 

a larger sum than four hundred dollars ought to be raised for build- 
ing a school-house in the said district, namely, the sum of six kunr 
dred dollars, [or whatever the whole sum may be.] 

Resolved, That the said sum of six hundred dollars be raised bj 
tax upon the said district, for the purpose of building a school- 
bouse therein. ^ 

The resolution for the purchase of a site should be distinct, and 
may be in the following form : 
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jResohed^ That the sum of fifty dollars be raised by tax upon 
the said district, for the purchase of the site for a new school-house 
heretofore designated by the legal voters thereof. 

EithtM' or both of the above taxes may be raised, but cannot 
be expanded- before a site is purchased and a legal title procu- 
red 

A tfix having been voted to build a school-house, the tax list 
made out and a warrant issued, the collection of the tax cannofc be 
suspend* d by vote of a district meeting. — Com, School Dec.^ 68. 
But wht^re no proceedings have been had in pursuanceof such vote, 
it may he rescinded. — Jd. 26 1. 

Where a tax is voted in express terras, a direction subsequently- 
given as to the time and manner of its collection, is void. — IeL 
282. 

V\ here the inhabitants of a school district authorize the trus- 
tees or any other person to select a site for a school-housn, it is 
not a lej/al site until subsequently fixed by a vote of the inhabit- 
ants.— /r/. 353. 

Where the title to the site of a'district school-house fails, a new 
site may be fixed by a majority vote, without the eertifiicate of the 
Town Superintendent.— 7o?. 107, 132, 142, 195. 

When the site of the school-house has been fixed, it may be 
cbangt'd by a majority of votes, at any time before the school-house 
is built or purchased. — Id. 182. 

In voting a tax to purchsse a site, a sufficient sum may be inelu- 
ded to cover all necessary expenses in perfecting the title to the 
premises. 

The fact that the site of a school-house is covered by a mortgage 
does not afft'ct the validity of the proceedings of a school meetingi 
in volmg to build upon it ; although upon timely application the 
Supf-rintendent might not permit the house to be eonstructed cnitil 
tte lii^n was removed. 

Where the title to the site ot a school house consists of a lease 
of the ground so long as it shall continue to be used for the purposes 
of a district school, if the inhabitants appropriate the land to any 
other purpose, it reverts to the grantor. 

A contract for the purchase of land intended to be occupied as 
the site tor a school-house, is not strictly a lease, although tlie ven- 
dee may for some purposes be regarded as a tenant. Where such 
a contract is not erecuted by the performance oi" its conditions, it 
does not amount to a purchase. But where such conditions have 
been performed, the vendees have an equitable title, and the court 
of chancery would enforce the performance^of the contract ort the" 
part of the vendor. A presumption in favor of such- performance 
^ould, it seems, arise from the cireumstanoe of^ long possessiion on 
the part of the district. 

Where a school district has been altered, after the original estab^ 
lisbnient of its site, either by adding to or d?rtiimshing fix^m itn ter- 
ritory, so that the site is no longer central or convenient, such site 
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may be changed by a vote of a majority ot the inhabitants of the 
district, at any meeting, annual or special ; but after such change 
has been effected, and a new site established, and ajiew house built 
or purchased, the site cannot again be changed until some further 
alteration occurs in the boundaries of the district, without the con- 
sent of the Town Superintendent and a majority of the voters of 
the district, in the mode prescribed by the 73d sectiouof the school 
act. [No. 95.] 

The costs and expenses of a bill in equity to perfect the title to 
the site of a school-house, held under an agreement by the owner 
to convey, may legally be defrayed by a tax to be voted by the dis- 
trict. — Per Young, Sujp'U 

Where the inhabitants of a school district have, by a vote to that 
effect, authorized the trustees to go on and make repairs, or to do 
any other lawful acts involving an expenditure of money, they will 
be required to save the trustees harmless, if the latter have acted in 
good faith. But where trustees ^ undertake to do any act which 
they al'e not by law authorized to do, in the absence of any direc- 
tions on the part of the district, it is at their own peril. The inhab- 
itants may ratify their proceedings by a subsequent vote ; but if 
they do not choose to do so,the trustees are without remedy. — Com, 
School Dec. 41, 222. 

A school-house built by subscription may, if under the control of 
the trustees, be kept in repair by a tax on the property of the dis- 
trict. — Id. 47. 

There can be no partnership in the erection of a school-house, 
which will prevent the district from controlling it entirely for the 
purposes of the district school.— -/o?. 201,290. 

No more money can be legally expended on a school-house than 
is necessary for common school purposes. An additional room can 
not be provided for a select school. — Id. 203. 

A tax should not be voted by the inhabitants of a district for re- 
pairing the schooT-house, where the district has no title to the site, 
and the owner has forbidden the repairs to be made. — Id. 60, 
187. 

Nor should a tax to build a school-house be imposed or expended 
until the district has acquired such an interest in the site as to be 
able to control the house. — Id. 168. 

A tax cannot be raised to build a school-house on a site se- 
lected without legal authority. — Baker v. Freeman^ 9 Wendall, 
36. 

Where a school-house is built by subscription, a tax may be voted 
for its purchase, if the district has title to tlje site on which it stands. 
—Id. 193. 

The rule of law is, that the right of property in all permanent 
erections upon lands, resides in the owner of the^oil. The latter 
is therefore the legal owner of a school-house erected without his 
permission on his land. But if such school-house was originally 
placed there with his perp[iission,the district has a right to direct its 
removal. — Per Young, Supt, 
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The inhabitants of a district may legally vote a tax to enlarge 
their school house, notwithstanding it may already have cost $400, 
without a certificate from the Town Superintendent. — Id, 

Where a school house is so decayed as in the opinion of a 
majority of the district to be no longer suitable for the purposes 
of the school, a tax may be voted in the usual manner for build- 
ing a new one on the same site. — Per Spencer, SupH. 

Inhabitants of school districts cannot, by a vote to that effect, 
authorize the trustees to provide fuel in any other mode than 
those prescribed by law. — Com, School Dec, 264. 

Nor can they dispose of any portion of the * district property, 
unless in the cases and in the manner specifically pointed out by 

law. ^ ^ 

Although the inhabitants of a district may direct the division of 
the teachers' money for the current year into portions, applicable 
to the respective school terms, they cannot so appropriate the 
money for the succeeding year : nor can they direct such division 
after its appropriation by the trustees on a specific contract with 
a teacher. 

A tax may be levied in a school district to build a wood house 
and necessary. — Com, School Dec. 21. 

Money cannot be raised by tax in a school district for cowtin' 
gent purposes. — 7c?, 233. 

A tax to purchase a district library cannot be voted at a meet- 
ing of which no notice is required to be given : e. g. an adjourned 
meeting, where the adjournment is for a less period than one month. 
— /(£.286. 

A tax cannot be laid to erect a building to be occupied jointlg 
as a school house and a meeting house. — Id. .290. 

When the whole amount of a tax raised for any additional pur- 
- pose is not required for such purpose, the balance may be applied 
by vote of the district to any other authorized object. — Id. 315. 

A tax cannot be voted for arrearages generally, or to reimburse 
trustees or other officers of the district for moneys expended by 
them, unless it appears by the vote that the money is to be ap- 
plied to one of the objects for which taxes may by law be raised. 
—Id. 316. 

A vote of the district is necessary to raise by tax the excess 
beyond S400 certified to be necessary for building a school-house. 
—Id. 339. 

A tax may be voted for the erection of a fence around the 
school-house lot ; and for a bell. 

5. MODE OF PROCEEDING IN DISTRICT MEETING. 

As a general rule, the punctual attendance of the inhabitants of 
the district should be secured by the orgaiiization of the meeting 
at the appointed hour, after making a fair allowance, say ten or 
fifteen minutes, for the variation of time-pieces ; at the expiration 
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of which time, those in attendance, whatever may be their num- 
ber, should organize, by the appointment of a moderator. Any 
number of inhabitants, however small, are, as before observed, 
competent to the transaction of the business for which the meeting 
was called ; but if there be only a very small number present 
it will be advisable to adjourn the meeting. ' The clerk of the 
district, if present, will act as clerk of the meeting ; and in case 
of his absence, any other inhabitant of the district may be desig- 
nated by the meeting to act as clerk pro tern. The inhabitants 
will then proceed to the transaction of the business for which they 
were convened. 

Where the officers of the district are to be chosen, the choice 
should be by ballot, separately for each office ; and this mode of 
procee4ing should never be dispensed with where there is reason 
to believe any difference of opinion exists as to the proper person 
to l)e chosen. Where no such difference of opinion exists, it is 
still better to regard the choice by ballot as the regular mode, and 
when dispensed with in any individual case, it should be done by 
express resolution. All other business of the meeting should be 
transacted by written resolutions, regularly put to vote in the 
customary manner ; and where, for any reason, the result cannot 
be accurately ascertained, the numbers voting for or against any 
resolution should be determined by a count, or by ayes and noes. 
For this purpose it would be well for the clerk to have always 
in readiness a list of the legal voters of the district, with a series 
of columns attached, to designate the manner in which each per- 
son votes on any question that may be submitted. When the site 
is to be changed in a district that has not been altered^ the law 
specifically requires the vote to be taken by ayes and nays. Sucli 
-- list may be in the following form. 



Names of Voters. 

John Morehouse, . . 

Jacob Oui'tis 

Thomas Budd, 

William CarrroU... 

Henry Beltis, 

Frederick Hough.. . 


On change of 
site of schl 
house. * 


On motion to 
build school 
house. 


On resolut'n 
to raisi tax 
of $150. 


On resolut'n 
to raise tax 
for apparat. 


Ayes. 
4 


Nays. 
2 


Ayes. 
4 


Nays. 


Ayes. 
8 


Noes. 
8 


Ayes. 

1 V 


Noes. 




2 


2 
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6. MODE OP KEEPING MINUTES AND BECOBDS OF THE 

PROCEEDINGS. 

The person acting as clerk should keep accurate minutes of the 
proceedings on loose sheet^^of paper ; and before the meeting is 
finally adjourned these minutes should be read and approved by 
the meeting, and signed by the moderator and clerk, and after- 
wards transferred into the record book of the district. The fol- 
lowing general form may be used for this purpose : 
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Form of Minutes to be kept hy the District Clerk, of proceedings 

of District Meetings, 

At a meeting of the legal voters of school district number 
in the town of held pursuant to adjournment, at on the 

day of 18 , [or, if it be the annual meeting, sag "at an 
annual meeting of S^c, held pursuant to appointment and public 
notice J at" S^c. Or if it be a special meeting, say, " at a special 
meeting of S^c, called by the trustees of said district, and pursu- 
ant to special notice, at, S;c, on the day of, SfC.,^ A 
B. was chosen moderator, and C. D. was( present as district clef 
(or if the clerk be not present, say E, F. was appointed clerk pro. 
tem. the district clerk being absent.)| 

Resolved unanimously, (or by a majority of voters present, as 
the case may be,) [here enter the proceedings of the district in the 
form of resolutions, and with as much precision and ceiiainty as 
possible.'] 

Where the subject of a change of site in an unaltered district 
has been under discussion, and a determination had by the district, 
in the manner prescribed by law, the proceedings should be par- 
ticularly recorded, in the following form : 

At a meeting of the legal voters of district No. in the town 
of held at the school house, in pursuance of notice to all 

the legal voters thierein, on the day of 18 , A. B. was 
chosen moderator, and C. D. was present as district clerk, (or E. 
F. was appointed clerk pro. tem, the district clerk being absent.^ 
The written consent of the Town Superintendent of common 
schools of the town having been read, stating that in his opinion 
the removal of the site of the school house in said district is neces- 
sary : And it having been moved and seconded that the present 
site of the school house in the said district be changed, and that 
the northeast corner of lot No. 10 in the said town, (or of the farm 
now occupied by A. B. on the N. E. corner, formed by the inter- 
section of two certain roads, describing them,) be designated as the 
site of a school house for the said district, and the question taken 
by ayes and noes, it was carried, a majority of all those present 
at such special meeting voting for such removal, and in favor of 
such new site : Those who voted in the affirmative were John 
Morehouse, Thomas Budd, Wm. Carroll and Frederick Hough ; 
those who voted in the negative, were Jacob Curtis and Henry 
Bettis. 

Ayes 4 N^oes 2. 

[In stating the ayes and noes, the christian names of the f oters, 
should be given.] 

[Or, and the question being taken by ayes and noes, it was lost, 
a majority of all those present at the meeting not voting in favor 
thereof. The votes are then to be stated as before.] 

After changing the site of the school house in the manner 
before prescribed, the voters of the district, at the same or any 



\ 



« 

«tibse({aent meedttg, may pa§s a resohitioi], hj a minority of Ihoae 
presenf, in the ordinary mode, directing the trustees to sell the 
house, according to No. 96 aTtte. 

7, QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. 

Great difficulty has been heretofore experienced in ascertaining 
the requisite legal qualifications for voters in school district meel- 
iogs. The adt of 1847, has removed this difficulty by defining 
them particularly, and has pointed out the means of ascertaining 
the right of any individual to vote in such meetings, by a challengv, 
^59, 60, 61, (Nos. 81, 82, 83.) 

The following general qualifications are required in all eases : 

1. The voter must be a male. 

2. Of full age, that is, twenty-one years dd, w more. 
Z, He must be an actual resident of the district. 

3i adcHtion to the above, the voter must possess one or other of 
tlie foltowing qualifications : 

4. He must be entitled by law to hold land in this state, and 
must own or hire real property in the district, subject to taxatioa 
for school purposes ; or, 

5. He must be authorized to vote at town meetings of the town 
in which the district, or part of a district is situated— and in ad- 
dition thereto must have paid a rate bill for teachers' wages in 
the district within one year preceding, or must have paid a dis* 
trict tax within two years preceding, or must be owner of personal 
property liable to be taxed for school purposes in the district, ex* 
ceeding fifty dollars in value, exclusive of what is exempt from 
•execution. 

Under the above 4th division are included two dasses of per- 
sons — citizens owning or hiring real property, subject to taxation, 
and aliens not naturalized, who have filed the affidavit prescribed 
by § 16 of title 1, chap. 1, part 2, Rev. Stat, of their intention t« 
become citizens, and of having taken the necessary ineipient mea- 
sures for that purpose, and who own or hire real property in the 
district subject to taxation for school purposes. It does not extend 
to those who have personal property, but neither own nor hire 
real property. The provision was intended to meet ttie case of 
residents, who although not entitled to vote at town meetings, may 
have a strong interest in the proceedings of district school meetings. 

Any resident of the district, who owns or hires real estate 
liable to taxation in the district, whether he pays the tax on suek 
property himself or not, and whatever may be its value, and wheth- 
er he holds it by a written or verbal lease, (if for one year or less) 
is a legal ^voter, at any district meeting, even though he may not 
have resided either in the State or County for a sufficient length 
of time to enable him to vote at town meetings or elections. 

In reference to the above 5th division, those '^citizens of the 
several towns in this state, qualified by the constitutiosi to vote for 
elective officers,'' are incli]ded,pro?tded they possasa tbeo&er requi- 

13 
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site qnaUfiefttloaB. 01 course, persons claimiog to vote at district 
meetings under this qualification must Lave been inhabitants of the 
state for one year, of the county for six months immediately preced- 
ing, and mustthen be actual residents of the town. To these must be 
added some one of the qualifications above spedfied in division 5. 
By § 60 and § &l,(Nos 82 and 83,^tis provided that <af any person 
ofiering to vote at any school district meeting, shall be challenged 
as unqualified by any legal voter in soch district, the chairman 
presiding at such meeting shall require the person so offering, to 
make the following declaration : " I do declare and afiirm that I 
am an actual resident of this school district, and that I am qualified 
to vote at this meeting/' And every person making such declara- 
tion shall be permitted to vote on all q^aestions proposed at such 
meeting ; but if any person shall refuse to make such declaration, 
his vote shall be rejected. 

^ £very person who shaU wilfully make a false declaration of 
his right to vote at a district meeting, upon being challenged as 
herein before provided, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and pnnishable by imprisonment in the county jail for a term not 
exceeding one year, nor less than six months, at the discretion of 
the court ; and any person voting at any district meeting without 
being qualified, shidl, on conviction, be subject to a fine of ten 
dollars, to be sued for and recovered by the trustees of the district 
for its use, and with costs of suit, before any justice of the peace.'' 

The proceedings of district meetings where illegal votes are 
alleged to have been given, will not be set aside, unless it is shown 
on appeal, lit, that such votes were actually illegal ; 2d, that they 
affected the result ; and Sd, that they were legally challenged upon 
being olfered, or that they were not at the time known to be 
illegal. 

8. RECONSIDERATION OF PROCEEDINGS. 

The inhabitants of school districts may reconsider and repeal, 
alter and modify their proceedings at any time before they have 
been carried into effect, either wholly or in part. But the inten- 
tion to do so, should be explicitly set forth in the notice of the 
meeting called for that purpose. When, however, contracts have 
actually been entered into, liabilities incurred, or expenditures of 
money had, in the prosecution of any measure directed by the dis- 
trict, a reoonsideration will not be sanctioned, as no means exists 
to indemnify those who may be losers thereby. 

9, TAXES SHOULD BE SPECIFICALLY VOTED. 

Where a tax is voted by the inhabitants for any purpose, the 
specific amount of the tax, and the particular purpose for which 
it is designed, should be fully and clearly stated. And where 
several objects of expenditure are to be provided for, the amount 
to be raised for each should be expressed in the resolution, in order 
that the district and the trustees may know the precise extent of 
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their liability^ mid the mode of its applicatioOi There may be 
cases, however, where the necessary amount to be raised, cannot 
be ascertained with any approach to accuracy ; and in such cases 
the district may direct the performance of specific acts by the 
trustees, or authorize them to incur jsuch expenses as may b^ 
necessary to the accomplishment of a particular object to be speci-' 
fied ; and the trustees are then authorized by §109, of the act of 
184.7, (^No. 129,) to raise such amount by tax upon the district 
in the same manner as if the definite sum to be raised had beea 
voted. This general delegation of authority should, however, be 
resorted to only in cases of necessity. 

OHAPTER IV. 



TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTBICTS. 

These officers are to be chosen by the inhabitants of the district 
entitled to vote, at their first meeting, and thereafter at any annual 
or special meeting legally convened, whenever there is a vacancy, 
by expiration of their term of office or otherwise. In case of the 
existence of a vacancy, by the death, refusal to serve, removal out 
of the district, or incapacity of the incumbent, unless such vacancy 
is supplied by a district meeting within one month thereafter, it is 
the duty of the Town Superintendent of common schools to appoint 
some person to supply such vacancy in which case the person so 
appointed holds his office for the unexpired term, § 63, (No. ^b,) 
The expiration of their term of office, also creates a vacancy ; and 
if, for any reason, the annual meeting passes over without the elec- 
tion of officers, ample provision is made, (see § 66-68, (No. 88-90,) 
for the calling of a special meeting to supply such vacancy. 
• By § 79, (No. 100,) every person duly chosen or appointed to 
any such office, who without sufficient cause shall refuse to serve 
therein, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars ; and every person so 
chosen or appointed, and not having refused to accept, who shall 
neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of 
ten dollars. 

By § 80, (No. 101,) ** any person chosen or appointed to any 
such office, may resign the same by presenting his resignation to 
the Town Superintendent of the town where such officer shall re- 
side, who is authorized for sufficient cause shown to him to accept 
the same, and the acceptance of such resignation shall be a bar to 
the recovery of either of the penalties mentioned in the preceding 
section. The Town Superintendent accepting the resignation shall 
give notice thereof to the clerk, or to one of the trustees of the 
school district to which the officer resigning shall belong." 

By § 6 of the act of 184^, (No. 30,) " no Town Superintendent 
of common schools, shall be eligible to the office of trustee of a 
school district ; and no person chosen a trustee, can hold the office 
of district clerk." 



By § 03 of the act of 1847, (No. 86,) it is provided that "the 
trustees of each of the several school districts next hereafter to be 
chosen, shall be divided by lot into three classes, to be numbered 
one, two and three ; the term of office of the first class shall be one 
year ; of the second, two ; of the third, three ; and one trustee only 
shall thereafter annually be elected, who shall hold his office for 
three years, and until a successor shall be duly elected or appoint- 
ed. In case of a vacancy in the office of either of the trustees, 
during the period for which he or they shall have been respectively 
elected, the person or persons chosen or appointed to fill such va- 
cancy shall hold the office only for the unexpired term so becoming 
vacant/' 

This extension of the official term of trustees to three years, 
combined with the annual choice of one of their number, is a very 
important improvement of the system, securing as it does, unifor- 
mity, stability and harmony in the councils of the district, and pre- 
venting that ignorance of its previous arrangements and affiurs, 
which has so frequently been found not only to paralyze the exer- 
tions of new trustees, but to involve them in pecuniary embarrass- 
ment and subject them to personal liability. On the accession of 
a new trustee, under the present arrangement, he will find two 
experienced colleagues already in office, conversant with all the 
affairs of the district, and able and willing to aid and co-operate 
with him in the discharge of his duties. All the deliberations and 
actions of the board under this arrangement, will partake of a 
greater uniformity, and become more systematic. Teachers will 
be likely to be retained for a longer period ; contracts will be likelv 
to be more promptly fulfilled, and taxes and rate bills to be more 
accurately made out and more speedily collected ; and order and 
harmony will gradually succeed to the chaotic confusioi^ and irre- 
gularity which have too generally characterized the records, the 
councils and the proceedings of trustees ignorant and careless of 
their duty, and anxious only to transfer the inextricable embarrass- 
ments of their district, unexplained and inexplicable, to their suc- 
cessors. 

One important operation of the provision in question, will be as 
before observed, to prevent the district from changing the time of 
its annual meeting, thereby avoiding those frequent misunderstand- 
ings as to the period when officers of the district are to be chosen, 
from which so many profitless and vexatious controversies have 
arisen. 

The duties of trustees may be arranged under the following 
general heads : 

1. The receipt and application of public money. 

2. The calling of annual and special meetings. 

3. The assessment and collection of district taxes. 

4. The purchase or lease of sites ; building, hiring, or purchas- 
ing of school-houses, the repairing and furnishing such houses with 
necessary fuel and appendages, and their custody and safe-keeping; 
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and the sale of such sites and houses when no longer required for 
district purposes. 

5. The employment of teachers, and their payment ; and the 
making out and collection of rate-bills. 
- 6. Their duties in reference to the district library. 

7. The making of annual reports. 

8. The accounting to their successors and the district, at the ex- 
piration of their term of office ; and paying over balances on hand* 

9. Suits by and against them, 
10. Miscellaneous provisions. 

I. THE RECEIPT AND APPLICATION OF PtTBtlC MOMKY; 

By the 10th section of the school act of 1847, (No. 35,) it is 
made the duty of the Town Superintendent to pay over the^propor- 
tion of teacher's money to which each district may be entitled on 
its annual report for the preceding year, "on the written order of a 
majority of the. trustees of such district to the teacher entitled to 
receive the same." 

This order may be in the following form : 

A. B^ Esq. Town Superintendentof common schools of the town 
of pay C. D. a teacher duly employed by us, and qualified 

according to law, fifteen dollars, that being the amount which he is 
entitled to receive, out of the funds in your handsL applicable to the 
payment of teachers' wages, and apportioned to our district. Dated 
at • this day of 18 

■g 1^ \ Trustees 
r« * IT* } District 
^- "• j No. 

Upon the day of the annual apportionment, or as soon as possible 
thereafter, the trustees should call upon the Town Superintendent, 
or send one of their number, or the clerk, with an order signed by 
them, or a majority of them, for the share of library money due 
their district. If the Town Superintendent withholds such money, 
without justifiable cause, it is the duty of the trustees to prosecute 
for the same.-r§ 114, (No. 184.) 

The teachers should, if possible, present their orders at the same 
time, 60 that all the publie money belonging to the district may at 
once be paid over pud duly receipted. 

To entitle a district to its share of teachers' money, it must ap- 
pear from its annual report " that a school had been kept therein 
for at least six months during the year, ending at the date of such 
report, by a qualified teacher," after obtaining a certificate of com" 
petency from the proper authority ; that all the teachers' money 
received during the year has been expended in the payment of 
such teacher ; " that no other than a duly qualified teacher had at 
,any time during the year, for more than one month, been employed 
to teach the school in said district ; " and such report must, in all 
other respects, be in accordance with law, and the requisitions and 
instructions of the Sup^riutendent^ made in pursuance of law. la 



other words, it must be in the form prescribed hj the Superintend- 
ent, and must contain all the information required by law and bj 
the department to be given. 

There are two classes of cases in which relief may be sought for 
the refusal of the Town Superintendent to apportion or pay over 
public money to a district. 

1st. Where it is supposed his decision is erroneous upon some 
question of fact, or some principle of law. In such case the remedy 
is hf appeal to the State Superintendent, in the manner prescrib- 
ed by the regulations concerning appeals. The interest of the dis- 
trict, as well as of other districts, requires that the proceedings 
should be prompt, as an appeal stays further action by the Town 
Superintendent. 

2d. W>here there has been any accidental omission to comply 
with any provision of laW; or any regulation of the Superintendent, 
in consequence of which an apportionment of public money has 
not been made. In such cases a general authority is given to the 
State Superintendent^ by § 14 of the a«t of 1847, (No. 39,) to 
cause the apportionment to be made, on the equitable circumstances 
of the case, and a similar authority is given in relation to library 
money by the last clause of § 6 of the act of 1839, § 142, (No. 
161. 

These provisions are intended only for cases of accidental and 
unintentional omissions, and the authority given by them will not 
be exercised where there is a wilful disobedience of law, or a^per- 
verse and intended violation of any regulation. 

Applications for relief in this class of cases should be made as 
soon as the omission is discovered, in order to prevent the incon- 
venience of correcting the apportionment after it has been acted 
upon ; and any unnecessary delay will in itself form a strong ground 
of declining to grant the relief desired. 

The facts and circumstances on which the ap|)lication is founded 
must be verified by affidavit. 

APPLICATION OF SCHOOL MONEY RAISOSD BY.OE BELONGING TO A 

TOWN. 

If there are any other con^moA school funds belonging to the 
town, arising from their poor-moneys, or from their gospel and 
school lots, any portion of which is received by the trustees of a 
jtoint district, they are to apply such portion exclusively for the be- 
nefit of the parents of the children attending the school belonging 
to the town owning such fund. And the trustees should be careful 
not to apply any part of the money in their hands, coming from the 
common school fbnd belonging to a town, to the purchase of a libra- 
ry, or to any other purpose than the support of common schools. 

]>IVI8K)NS OF TEACPEBS' MONSY INTO FO&TIONS. 

By subdivision 9 of § 82, (No. 103,) trustees are authorized «to 
^vide the public moneyis received by them, whenever authorized 



bj a tote of their distifct, into noC ei!eeediiig Ibtir portieM for 6«eh 
year ; and to assign and »pply one of such portions to each quarter 
or term, during which a school shall be kept in such district for the 
payment of the teachers' wages, during such quarter or term." 
Where no action is had on the subject by the district, trustees haye 
the right to appropriate the public money in such proportions to 
the different terms as they may deem expedient It is not essen- 
tial that the public money should be paid exelusively for services 
rendered during the year in which it is received : if the whole 
amount received be applied during the year to the payment of the 
compensation of quaKfied teachers, it is immaterial whether such 
wages were earned wholly during that year, or in part the year 
previous. It is of frequent occurrence for teachers to commence 
their term in November or December, and end in the succeeding 
spring ; and there is no impropriety or illegality in paying their 
wages for the whole term, wholly or in part, from the public money 
received after its close. . 

The teachers* money can be applied only to the benefit of such 
schools as are established by trustees of districts in pursuance of 
law. — {y^m. School De^., 55. 

' Where any portion of the teadbers' money is applied to the pay- 
xnent of the wages <]^ a teacher not duly qualified, or is otherwise 
illegally appropriated, the trustees, under wlK>se authority such ex> 
penditure is made, are personally liable to the district for tiM 
amount-*— -fif. 213- 

▲0€OU]|tr ROOKS. . . 

Trustees are required by § 104 of the act of 1847, (No. 127,) 
to keep an account in a book to be provided for that purpose by 
them, from time to time, as shall be necessary, of all moneys re- 
ceived and paid out by them, in their official capacity ; and a state*, 
ment of all moveable property belonging to the distnct. This ac- 
count and statement is to be entered at large and signed by them, 
at or before each annual meeting in their district. They should 
eharge themselves on o&e page with the whole amount of money 
received by them, either frOm the Town Superintendent or on tax 
lists or rate bills, specifying particularly the source whenee derived 
and the time when received; and oo the opposite page credit them- 
selves with the reapeetive expenditures and payments) specifying 
particularly to whom, when paid, and for what purpose, and 
referring to the proper vouchers, on file, whenever practica- 
ble. 

On another page they should make an accurate inventory of all 
the moveable property belonging to the district, such as the library 
of the distriet, staling the number of volumes and their condition^ 
and giving a eatal<^ue of the books, wherever a general reference 
CBpmnot properly be made, as to the Ist, 2d, 3d, &c«) series of the 
Harper Library, or Nos. 1, 2, 3, &c., of the Harper Library or 
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Faoiily JAhnajf &c^ &c., and ike fuinitore, appaidaged, and ap- 
paratus of the 6chool*room, epecifjing each article* The whole to 
lie followed hj a certificate in the following form : 

We, the subscribers, Trustees of District No. in the town 
Trenton, do hereby certify that the preceding, from page to 

page inclusive, contains a true and accurate account of all 

fhe moneys received by us for the use of said district, and of the 
expenditures thereof; and a correct statement and inventory of all 
the moveable property belonging to said district. 

Dated this day of 18 . 



A. B.\ 
C. D. > 
E. fJ 



7Vtt$tee$* 



LIBRABT MONET. 



The library money is to be paid over to, or on the order of, a 
flbajority of the trustees, on ita appearing from the annual report 
that ^the library money received at the last preceding ap- 
portionment was duly expended according to law, (in the purchase 
ef books suitable for a diatrict lil»rary, or in the purchase of maps, 
globes, black-boards or other scientific appai^atus for the use of the 
sdiools, in the cases and in the mode prescribed by the late law, 
and which will be hereafter considered,&c.,) on or before the first daf 
of October subsequent to such apportionment." The report must 
uniformly be accompanied with a catalogue of the books and ap- 
paratus, <&c., purchased since die last preceding catalogue was fur- 
aished, and must state accurately the number of volumes, and 
their condition ; and when the money has been expended in the 
purchase of apparatus, &c., the authority under which such ex- 
penditure has been made, and a full and particular inventory of 
&e articles purchased, must be specifically reported* 

II. THE CALLING OF ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

Trustees have power to call special meetings of the inhabitants 
ef their district liable to pay taxes, whenever they shall deem il 
aecessary and proper. This power should be liberally exercised 
for the benefit of^ the district ; and special meetings should be call« 
•d by the trustees, whenever requested for a ]UK>peraQd legitimate 
purpose, by a respectable number of inhabitants. The trusteea 
should act as a board, whenever such meetings are directed to be 
tailed ; and they, or a majority of tfiem, when all have been noti- 
led, may require the cler^ of th^ district, either verbally or in wri- 
^g> to give the necessary notices to the inhabitants. The objeet 
•f the meeting should, in all cases, be specified in the notice^ 
Where there is no clerk of the district, or he is absent or incapa* 
Me of acting, any one of the trustees, designated by the board, may 
give the notices. 
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Where the time for hoiding the annaal meeting has for anj reft* 
son passed, without the eleotion of officers, and neither the clerk 
nor acting trustees give the necessary notices for a special meetings 
authorized by § 68 (No. 90,) within twenty days thereafter, any 
inhabitant of the district^ qualified to vote, is authorized by § 66| 
(No. d8,) to notify such meeting in^ the manner provided by law, 
in case of the formation of a new district ; and the officers chosen 
at any such special meeting hold their office until the next annual 
meeting. 

JII. ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF DISTRICT TAliES. 

This duty is one of the most difficult and perplexing devolved 
upon trustees ; requiring for its proper and legal exercise a strict 
conformity to the statutes in form as well as substance. A careful 
examination and collation of their various provisions in this respect 
becomes indispensable. Any departure from the specific directions 
thus given is almost sure to subject the trustees to serious personal 
liability, for which no indemnity is provided, as well as to cause 
embarrassment and confusion in the affiiirs of the district gener- 
ally. 

In order to enable them to execute this portion of their duties 
with accuracy and ease, the several steps of the process will be 
distinctly and particularly pointed out ; and such directions given 
as will, it is hoped, prevent all liability to error in its future per- 
formance. 

I. OENEHAL PRonsiOK. 

The general duty of trustees under this head, is comprised in 
the 3d and 4th subdivisions of § 82, (No. 103,) and is as follows ; 
" To make out a tax list of every district tax voted by any such^ 
meeting, (special, annual or adjourned,) containing the names of 
all the taxable inhabitants residing in the district at the time of 
making out the list, and the amount of tax payable by each inhab- 
itant set opposite to his name and to annex to such tax list a warrant 
directed to the collector of the cKstriot, for the collection of the 
sums in such list BEientioaed, 

S. TAX LiaT WHEN TO 6K HADS OUT. 

By § 99, (No. 122,) '^ Every district tax shall be assessed, and 
the tax list thereof be made out by the trustees, and a proper war- 
rant attached thereto, within one month after the district meeting 
in which the tax shall have been voted. 

The reason of this provision is obvious* The^inhabitants and 

. property of sehool districts are constantly changing, and where a 

tax is voted for a specific purpose, it should be assessed only upon 

those for whose benefit it was voted* While the statute should, 

therefore, be strictly complied with whenever it can be, yet if a lit- 



20» 

eral compliance is prevented by accident or unavoidable ciroQm- 
stances, the list may be made out after the expiratien of the month 
or thirty days ; as the statute is sopposed to be directory, and sim^ 
ilar to that in the case of the People vs. Allen, 6 Wendell, 486* 
The regulations of the Superintendent, on appeals, hav« allowed 
thirty days, within which any person aggrievedi, in consequence of 
the proceedings of any district meeting, may appeal ; and, aa wiH 
hereafter be seen, twenty days* notice is required to be given by 
the trustees, in case a reduction is claimed, or an original assess- 
ment becomes necessary. 

In the first case, if a copy of the appeal be served prior to the 
expiration of the month, and before the trustees have made their 
assessment^ the time during which such appeal is pending is not to 
be computed as part of the month within which the tax list is to be 
made out, as the service operates as a stay of all proceedings in 
any way relating to or consequent upon the act complained of. 
Still the assessment, when made out, must have reference to the 
property of the district, as it existed at the expiration of the month. 
In the second case, the trustees should make out their tax list 
within the month, although they may not be able finally to complete 
it. They should, however, within the first ten days after the meet- 
ing at which the tax is voted, make out their assessment ; so that if 
a reduction is claimed, or an original valuation is found to be ne- 
cessary, they can give the twenty days' notice required by law, and 
complete their list by the expiration of the month. 

Errors in tax lists and rate-bills have often been discovered 
after they were made out* If discovered within a month from 
the time the tax was voted, and nothing has been collected, the 
trustees may recall them, correct the error, and redeliver them to 
the collector. But after the expiration of the moot^, and after 
any tax had been, in whole or in part eollected, they did not, 
previously to the aot of 18d9, (modified by the aet of 1^843|> 
possess the power of correction. In consequence they #ere 
exposed to pi^secntions fer sH^t and aeddental errors Whkk 
might have been ea»ly corrected by pcoties who did not ohoose^ to 
take the more conv^iieiiC and summary mode of appealing to the 
Superintendent. This is now effectuaUy remedied by § 13 of tfaa 
act referred to, (No. 133,) by which trustees may, with the appro- 
bation and consent of the state superintendent, correct and amend 
errors in making out any tax list or rate-bill which may be discov- 
ered prior to the expenditure of the amount therein directed to be 
raised, and may refund to any person any sum improperly eoilected 
IB consequence of sueh error. By availing themselves of thia 
provision, trustees may now protect themselves from vexatious 
suits. They need not wait for an appeal by any party aggrieved, 
but as soon as they become aware of the exigtence of any error^ 
they should proceed at once to correct it, and to refbnd any amount 
improperiy collected in consequence of swjh error. 
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3. HOW, AND UPON "WHOM TO BE ASSESSED, AND POK WHAT 

PROrEBTY. 

Trustees are required by § 85 of the act of 1847, (iNo. 108,) to 
apportion taxes, ^oo. all iaxaUe inhaMtants of the district, or 
corporaiions holding property therein." This provision includes, 
of eomrse, all actual residents of the district ; and is extended by 
§87, (No. 110,) to "every person owaing or holding any re«J 
property within any school d^rict, who shall improve and occupy 
the same by his agent or servant/' whether he resides in the distriet 
or not. They are also to appoition taxes '* upon all real estate 
lying within the boundaries of suck dtstrzet, the owners of which 
shall be non-residents, and which shall be liable to taxation fo^ 
town or county purposes, and shall foe ntnated within three miles 
of the site of the sehool-house in such district.'^ This includes 
uncultivated cmd unimproved lands owned by non-residents, and 
situated in the district ; and is an extension of the power given by 
§78 of the old act, which limited the lands of iH)n-re8idents, subjeel 
to taxation, to those which were actually cleared and cultivated 
The trustees may, in their discretion, omit to assess any tract oc 
parcel of unoccupied non-resident land in their district, where thd 
proportion of the tax payable therefor, would not amount to fifty 
cents. This provision is inserted to save the trouble of the sub- 
sequent proceedings rendered necessary in such: cases, where so 
SBftall a sum only can be finally collected. 

The apportionment is also to be made aceording to the valufl- 
tions of the taxable propeifty #hieh shall be owned or poss^sed 
by th^n, (the inhabitants of the district, &c. as afoiresaid,) at the 
time of making out iueh Ust ; within such district, or partly witkm 
such diUrict and pa^rtly in anadjdining di^rkti 

Taking these provisions together, the following general princi- 
ples may be deduced : 

1. All the adttml inhabitants of a district are taxable for the 
whole property, real and personal, owned or held by them within 
^e district* Executors and administrators having in their pos^ 
session or under their control the property of their testator or isst- 
testate, within the district are tdxal^e tberefbr, in their represent 
tative capacity, as execftitors, &c. 

2. They are also taxable for any real property owned by them, 
iyvag parky within such district and partly in an adjoining dis" 
trict — that is, for auch property as at the tme of making ou4 the 
tux Ust is owned by them and intersected by the boundaries of 
tbe district. In this respect the old law is not substantially alter- 
ed. Nor is it in any s^se material when the tide of the owner 
to the whole or any part of the^kndso intersected accrued, wheth- 
er before or after the organizaticm of tho district^ so tliat it be- 
longed to him at the time of making out the taap list^ and is then 
intersected by the boundaries of such dis^ct In sach case, bo 
mitot What may bo tb^ respective propoFtfims oi the land owaed 
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in each distript^ the owner is taxable for the whoh/arm or proper- 
ty belonging to him^ and which »« connected and occupied as one farm 
in the district tohere he resides^ only : and being so liable there, he 
cannot, of course, be taxed for the same property in any other district. 
The principles of law api^icable to the taxation of school dia<- 
trict purposes, of real estate intersected by the boundary line be- 
tween two districts, are these : Each inhabitant of a school district 
is taxable, under § 86 act of 1847, (No. 108,) in the district where 
he actually resides ^' according to the valuations of the taxable 
{»x>perty whidi shall be owned or poesessed by him, at the time ^ 
making out such list, within such district^ or partly within such 
district and partly in an adjoioing district." Thi« principle' has 
been repeatedly reo^nized and asserted ; and the only difficulty 
consists in its practical application to a class of cases supposed to 
come within the purview of a series of decisions made by Super* 
intendents Flag& and Dix, confining its operation to the period 
'^of the organizati(m of the district. At page 24 of the volume of 
"Common School Decisions," Mr. Flago says, "The principle is, 
that where a line between two districts runs through ^ man's farm^ 
be shall be taxed for the whole of his farm, in the district where 
his house stands, or where he resides." And he observes that on 
this point the law is clear, and that such has been the constr^iction 
given it. ^' The same principle,'* he adds, governs the ,tqwn assess- 
ments ;" the provision of law in this respect being that "whei e the 
line between two towns divides any occupied lot or tarm, the fiONae 
shall be taxed in the town where the occupant lives, provided he 
or she lives oh the lot'' At page 69, however, of the same volume 
he lays down the rule in the following terms : "Whejre a persoB 
purchased a lot in an adjoining district, along side of his farm, it 
was decided that he was taxable for the lot purchased, in the dis- 
trict where it was situated. If his farm had been interesected by 
the district line when the commissioners formed ity then he would 
have been assessed fi»r Ihs whole farm in the district where his 
house was situated ; but the lot purchased is a distinct lot, and the 
Unes of districts cannot he changed by individual purchases.'^ The 
same doctrine is asserted in a subsequent decision made by G^b* 
Dix, at page 128 of the volume referred to. Theee two decisions 
have been repeatedly over-ruled by subsequent Superintendents, 
upon the ground that they establish a criterion by which to deter- 
mine the liaHlity of property to taxation, in the elass of eases 
under consideration, not recognized by the statute, viz i intersec- 
tion' by the boundary line of the district, #< the time of the formet- 
tion of the district^ instead of at the time of making out the tax 
list. The language of the statute, in this reject, seems to be 
dear and explicit : *^ In making out a tax list, the trustees of school 
districts shaM apportion the same on all the taxable inbabitantB of 
the district, or corporations holding property therein, accordiug to 
the valuations of the taxable property which shall be owned or 
possessed by tliett^ erf iAe iime rf maUng out $mh li$i, mitlm 
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such district, or partly within such district and partly in an ad- 
Joining district." 

The owner or occupant ot a farm, therefore, situated partly in 
two adjoining districts, is taxable in the district where he actually 
resides, for the whole farm, provided he occupies or improves the 
whole as one farm, either by himself, his agents, or servartts. 
So if the owner of a farm situated wholly in one district, purchases 
a piece of land adjoining his farm, in another, and occupies the 
whole as one farm, it is taxable only in the district where such 
owner resides. 

If, however, there is a tenant on that portion of the farm situate 
in a different district from that of the owner's residence, such ten* 
ant is taxable in the district where he resides, for so much of the 
property as he rents or leases. 

This rule of taxation in no respect interferes, as has frequently 
been supposed, and as seems to be inferred from the tenor of the 
above named decisions of Messrs. Flagg and ' Dix, with the boun' 
daries of the respective districts. They remain unaltered and un- 
affected ; so that if that portion of a farm situated in a district other 
than that of the owner's residence, should again be sold to an in- 
habitant of the district in which it is situated, it would again be- 
come taxable in that district. The rule is one simply of taxation : 
and no more interferes with the territorial organization of districts, 
than does the corresponding principle applicable to town assess- 
ments, with the boundary lines of towns or counties. It is based 
upon the injustice and inexpediency of requiring an inhabitant of 
one district to contribute to the expense of supporting the schools 
in another, merely because a part of his farm extends beyond the 
boundary line of lais district, and operating, as it does, equally in 
every district, furnishes a guide to trustees in the assessment of 
taxes, which relieves them from much embarrassment and labor, ^ 
btherwise unavoidable, in determining as to the relative value of 
detached portions ot the same farm situated on either side of the 
boundary line of their districts. 

3. All non-reSident owners of real estate in the district, who im- 
prove and occupy the same by their agents or servants, are by § 87, 
(No. 110,) taxable therein for the property so owned, improved 
and occupied, in the same manner as though they actually resided 
therein. This provision is also to be construed in connexion with 
those above referred to, and is applicable in its full extent only to 
c^ses where the property so occupied is wholly situated in the dis- 
trict. Where it is situated partly in the district where the owner 
actually resides, it is taxable only in that district. And where it 
is situated partly in two or more districts, in neither of which the 
owner resides, each districts must tax such omner only for the part 
actually within its boundaries. It is also to be borne in mind that 
this class of cases is distinct from that in which the land is occupied 
by a tenant — and also from that in which it is so occupied by a 
person working it under a contract for a diare of the produce of 
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0Uch IwoA. In each of these cases the actual possessor is to be 
taxed in the same manner as though he were the owner. See § 86, 
(No. 109,) and § 88, (No. 111.) 

4 All real estate situate in a district^ within three miles of the 

school-house therein, and owned by non-residents, not included in 

< either of the above class of cases, is also liable to taxation, and 

forms the subject of the directions contained in § 89 to 95 inclu* 

aive, in the act of 1847, (Nos. 112 to 118, both inclusive.) 

5. Land in the district belonging to corporations, whether cul- 
tivated or not, is taxable for school district purposes. The provi- 
sion in the act of 1847, in, this respect, produces a material altera- 
tion of the law as it formerly stood, and renders turnpike, railroad 
and plank road corporations taxable for so much of the land owned 
by them as is situated within the respective school districts through 
which their roads pass. Such corporations ' and all others, are to 
be regarded as residents of the districts where their principal place 
of carrying on business is situated, and non-residents elsewhere. 

By a decree of the Chancellor of this state, 4th vol. Paige's 
Chan. Bep. 384, it has been decided that railroad '* companies, 
whose stock, or the principal part thereof, is vested in the lands 
necessary for their roads, and in their railways and other fixtures 
connected therewith, are taxable on that portion of their capital as 
real estate in the several towns or wards in which such real estate 
is situated." They are, of course, taxable in school districts for 
eommoQ school purposes, on so much of such real estate as is inclu- 
ded within the boundaries of those districts. 

In the decree referred to, it was also decided that such real 
estate '^ is to be taxed upon its actual value at the time of the as- 
sessment, whether that value is more or less than the original cost 
thereof." 

In ascertaining the value of so much real estate as is included 
within the boundaries of a school district, the trustees must, from 
the necessity of the case, be guided by the best evidence which it 
is in their power to obtain. They should ascertain from the as- 
sessment roll of the town the aggregate value of so much of the 
real estate of the company as is within the town. They should 
then ascertain whether the proportion of that value, in respect to 
the railway included wit];iin their district, is equal to the value of 
the whole of the real estate of the company^ included within an- 
other district, in which the length of the railway is the same. This 
cannot always be the case, for within the boundaries of one schq^l 
district the company will have a depot, while it has none in anoth- 
er district. Within one school district the railway may have a 
double, while in another it may have but a single track. All these 
circumstances must be ascertained and taken into consideration by 
the trustees. If the company has in a school district nothing but 
its railway, and has a depot within the same town, then the value 
of the depot should be deducted from the valution of the real es- 
tate of the company op the last assessment roll of the town, as pre- 
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the boundaries of siu^ dbtriot. — Com. Sekoel Deo. 350. 

The same principles are, in the main, applieahle to plank road 
^orporatio&s. 

Ba'nki are taxable for con^iBon school purpoaes.-<-*ii. 87. 

Amociations formed under the general hanking law are corpora^ 
tionSy and as such are liable to taxation on their capital. — 1 HiWt 
j%?. 6L6; Zid. 389. 

By chi^. 327, Laws of 1846, << r^nU reserved m miy leases in 
fety or for one or more lives, or for a term of yeai-s exceeding 
twenty-one years, and chargeable upon lands in any town or ward, 
are to be ''assessed^ the person or persons entitled to receive the 
same as personal ssMt, at a priiM^pal sum, the interest of which» 
at the legal rate p^ annum, shaH produoe a sum e^ual to such an* 
Dual rents; and in case such rents are payable in any other liting 
ezeept money, tbte value of sueh annual reats ip money shall 
be aseertained by the assessors, and the same shall be assessed va 
manner aforesaid." Trustees of districts are to include this spe- 
eios of property in their tax lists ; and if no property can be found 
on which to levy, and the tax remains unpaid, the collector sbc^ld 
return accordingly, and the trustees a|^ly to the County Treasur- 
er, who is required to issue his warrant to the Sheriff of the Counr 
ty where any real or personal estate of the person upon whom 
* such tax is imposed, nlay be found, iot the collection thereof. 

FJEtOCEBDINGS IN CASE OF UNOCC;UFIED AND UNIMPROVED NOK* 

RESIDENT LANDS. 

Where any real estate within a district, liable to taxation, is un* 
occupied, the trustees, at the time of making out their tax list, are 
required by § 89 of the act of 1847, (No. 112,) whenever they 
impose a tax on such property, '^to make out and insert in such tax 
list a statement and description of every such lot, piece or parcel of 
land so owned by non-residents thcTetn, in the same manner as re-* 
quired by law from town assessors, in making out the assessment 
rolls of their towns.'' If the tax is returned by the collector un- 
paid, upon receiving from him an aeoount thereof, with the descrip* 
tions of the property, as directed to be made, and the amount of 
the tax, together with an affidavit of the fact of non-payment, and 
of due diligence used for the collection, the trustees are to credit 
him wfth the amount, § 90, (No. 113,) to compare the account so 
rendered with the original tax list, certify to its accuracy, and trans- 
mit it^ together with the collectors affidavit and their certificate, to 
the county tre^urer, § 91, (No. 114,) who is to pay the amount so 
returned out or any moneys in the treasury raised for contingent 
expenses. § 92, (No. 115.) 

Such county treasurer is to lay the account, affidavit and cer- 
tificate before the board of supervisors, who are to cause the 
amount of such unpaid taxes,with seven per cent in addition, to be 
levied on the lancb of the respective non-residents liable te pay the 
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Mane ; which amouBt, wlien eolteet^ is to 1^ tetiinKd to thie 
county treasurer, to reifiiburse the amount so advanced, wttti the 
expense of collection. § 93, (Na 116.) 

Any person whose lands ar^ included in any such accouBt, may 
pay the tax assessed thereon to the ooanty treceureF, at any > time 
before the board of supervisors shali hdve directed the same to 
be levied. §94, (No. 117.) 

The same proceedings are to be had for the coUectioa of the 
amount so directed to be raised by the board of supervisors, as are 
provided by law in relation to taxes on non-resident lands geBcral*- 
ly ; and upon a return to the comptroU^ of the arrears uncollected 
the amount is to be paid on his warrant to the oosnly treaanrer, 
and the state is to eollect the same in the manner presold by lanr 
in respeet to arrears of county taxes upon lands of noinrei^idents. 
8 95,(No. iia) . 

To enable the trustees better to perform the duties thus devolv* 
iHg upon them, that part of the Revised Statutes referred to t& § 
89, (No. 112,) and which is applicable, is hereto annexed: 

*'§!!. The lands of non-residents ahall be designated in the 
same assessment roll, but in a part thereof separate from the oth- 
er assessments, and in the manner prescribed in the two following 
sections. 

<< § 12. If the land to be assessed be a tract which is subdivided 
into lot£;, or be part of a tract which is so subdivided, the assessors * 
shall proceed as follows : 

"1. They shall designate it by its name, if known by one, or 
if it be not distinguished by a name, or the name be unknown,they 
1^11 state by what other lands it is bounded : 

<' 2. If they can obtain correct informaftioii oi the subdivisions, 
they shall put down in their assessment rolls, and in a first column, 
all the unoccupied lc4s in their town or ward, owned by non-resi- 
dents, by their numbers alone and without the names of their own- 
ers, beginning at the lowest number and proceeding in numerical or- 
der to the highest : 

<^ 3. In a second column^ and opposite to the number of each 
lot, they shall set down the ^antity of land therein liable to taxa*" 
tion : 

^' 4. In a third column, and opposite to the quantity, they shall 
set down the valuation of such quantity : 

<' 5. If such quantify be a full' lot, it shall be designated by 
the number alone ; if it be a parit of a lot, the part must he 
designated by boundaries, or in some other way, by which it may 
be known. 

^ § 13. If the land so to be assessed be a tract whioh is not sub- 
divided, or if its subdivisions cannot be ascertained by the assess- 
oflTs, they shall proceed as follows : • 

<' 1. They shall enter in their roll the n&mie or boundaries there* 
of, as above directed, and certify in the roll that such tract is >not 
subdivided, or that tk^ cannot obtain coirect io&Nrmation of the 
subdivisions, as the case may be : 
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** 2. They shall set down in the proper column the quantity and 
valuation as above directed : 

^' 8. If the quantity to be assessed be the whole tract, sudli de- 
•scription by its name or boundaries will be sufficient ; but if a part 
only is liable to taxation, that part or the part not liable must be 
particularly described : 

^' 4. If any part of such tract be settled and occupied by a res- 
ident of the town or war4) the assessors shall except such part from 
their assessment of the whole tract, and shall assess it as other oc- 
-cupied lands are assessed." 

The residue of the sections relates to the making of a map which 
is supposed not to be applicable to trustees of school districts ; if a 
map is already on file, the trustees might refer to it in aid of their 
descriptions. 

4. VALTJATIONS OF PROPERTY, HOW ASCERTAINED, AND MODE OF 
PROCEEDING WHEN REDtJCTION IS CLAIMED. 

The valuations of taxable property are to be ascertained, as £eu: 
AS possible, from the last assessment roll of the town, and no person 
is entitled to any reduction in the valuation so ascertained, unless 
he gives notice of his claim to such reduction to the trustees of the 
district before the tax list shall be made out.-— ^ 96, (No. 119.) 

The assessment roll of the town, when signed and certified ac- 
cording to the provisions of the 26th section of title 2, chap. 13, 1 
Revised Statutes, is to be deemed the last assessment roll of the 
town. By § 27, of the same title, this roll is to be delivered to the 
supervisor of the town on or before the first day of September in 
^ach year, to be by him delivered to the board of supervisors at 
their next meeting. 

According to the opinion of the supreme court in 7 Wendell, 89, 
the roll is then to be deemed completed, so that the trustees may 
use it as the basis of their tax list It is true that it may afler- 
wards be altered by the board of supervisors, by increasing or 
diminishing the aggregate valuation of real estate of the town to 
make it correspond with that of other towns. But it is obvious 
this will not a£Rect the proportion between the inhabitants of the 
same town, so that an assessment apportioned on either roll would 
be the same, so far as the real estate is concerned. Should the 
proportions be varied when real and personal estates are assessed 
to the same person, yet under the decision referred to, the tax list' 
made out upon the assessment roll as completed by the assessors 
hefore any variation made by the supervisors would be valid. If 
<any change is made by them, a subsequent tax list should vary also 
in the same particulars. Generally, the roll completed by the as- 
sessors will be a guide, but the trustees cannot be safe without re- 
curring to the roll after its correction by the supervisors, as it has 
been held by the supreme court in the case above referred to, and 
in other cases, that if the tax list is made upon an assessment roll 
that is not the last valid one, the trustees will be personally liable. 

14 
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The question is often raised, how far, and to wbat extent, tbe 
last assessment roll of the town is to be l^llowed in the valuations^ 
of trustees in levying taxes. It is to be adopted as the sole guide, 
where a valuation has actually been made bj the assessors on pro* 
perty, the condition of which remains substantially the same. But 
where improvements have been made on real estate which has 
thereby actually been enhanced in value since tbe last assessment 
roll was completed, or where any mateiial change has occurred in 
the situation of the property, it is obvious that the last assessment 
roll ceases to be a standard of valuation. So, where an inhabitant 
acquires or parts with personal property, since the assessment roll 
was made out. And it is to be recollected that trustees are bound 
to folbw the last assessment roll as far as possible, only with refer- 
ence to the valuations of property. Where it has changed hands, 
they are to put the assessment to the present owner, adopting the 
valuation of the town assessors. Where, for instance, one inhabi- 
tant sells his farm to another, the trustees, in levying a tax, are to 
assess the farm to the vendee, at the valuation of the town asses- 
sors, where no substantial improvement enhancing its value has oc- 
curred in the mean time ; reducing, if the circumstances require it, 
the valuation of his personal property, by the amount paid or se- 
cured to be paid as the consideration money of the purchase, and 
increasing by the same amount the valuation of tbe personal estate 
of the vendor. In either of these cases, however, as an original 
valuation by the trustees in part would become necessary, the pro- 
ceedings prescribed by § 97, (No. 120,) would be requisite* But 
-vyhere a mere exchange of real estate is effected, no change in the 
valuations should be made, unless in the cases above specified, of 
substantial improvements or alterations ; the names of tbe respec- 
tive persons liable, only, requiring to be changed. 

Where a reduction is duly claimed, and where, for any reason, 
the valuation of taxable property cannot be ascertaineid from the 
last assessment roll of the town, the trustees are required by § 97, 
(No, 120,) to " ascertain the true value of the property to be taxed 
from tbe best evidence in their power, giving notice to the persons 
interested, and proceeding in the same manner as the town asses- 
sors are required by law to proceed in tbe valuations of taxable 
property.*' The proceedings to be had in such cases are specifically 
and particularly pointed out in the following extract from the 
Bevised Statutes as amended by chap. 176, laws of 1861 relating 
to the assessment of taxes. Substituting the word " trustees" for 
" assessors,'* wherever it occurs, the directions there given will 
afford a perfect guide in all proceedings under section 97. It has 
been decided by the Superintendent, jp, ^1^ Decisions, &c. that the 
notice may be given by posting it in three public places. It is to 
be given in aill cases of variation from the town assessment roll. 

"§ 6, [Act. of 185L] Whenever any person on his own behalf, 
or on behalf of those whom he may represent, shall apply to the as- 
sessors of any town or ward to reduce tbe value of his real and 
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personal estate, as set down in their assessment roll, it shall be the 
duty of sueh assessors to examine such person under oath, touching 
the value of his or their said real or personal estate, and after such 
examination they shall fix the value thereof, at such amount as 
they may deem just, but if such person shall refuse to answer any 
question to the value of his real or personal estate, or the amount 
thereof, the said assessors shall not reduce the value of such real or 
personal estate. The examination so taken shall be written, and 
shall be subscribed by the person examined, and shall be filed in 
the office of the town clerk of the town or city in which such as- 
sessment shall be made, and any person who shall wilfully swear 
£sdsely on such examination before the assessors, shall be deemed 
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

^* § 7. The assessors of the several towns and wards of this 
State, shall have power to administer oaths to any person applying 
to them under the provisions of the sixth section of this act. 

<* § 17, (E. S.) All real and personal estate liable to taxation, 
shall be estimated and assessed by the assessors at its full and true 
value, as they would appraise the same in payment of a just debt, 
due from a solvent debtor.*' 

After completing the assessment roll, section 19 provides that 
the assessors "shall make out one fair copy thereof, to be left with 
one of their number. They shall also forthwith cause notices 
thereof to be put up at three or more public places in their town or 
ward." 

** § 4. (Act of 1851.) " Such notices shall set forth that the as- 
sessors have completed their assessment roll, and that a copy there- 
of is left with one of their number, at a place to be specified there- 
in, where the same may be seen and examined by any person 
interested, until the third Tuesday of August; and that on that day 
the assessors will meet at a time and place also to be specified in 
such notice, to review their assessments. On the application of any 
person conceiving himself aggrieved, it shall be the duty of the said 
assessors on such day to meet, at the time and place specified, and 
hear and examine all complaints in relation to such assessments 
that may be brought before them ; and they are hereby empowered, 
and it shall be their duty, to adjourn from time to time, as may be 
necessary, to hear and determine such complaints ; but in the sev- 
eral cities of this State, the notices required by this section, may 
conform to the requirements of the respective laws regulating the 
time and place and manner for revising the assessments in said 
cities, in sdl cases where a diffei^ent time, place and manner is pre- 
scribed by said laws from that mentioned in this act. 

" § 5. If the assessors shall wilfully neglect to hold the meeting 
specified in the last preceding S6ctio^, each assessor so neglecting 
shall be liable to a •penalty of twenty dollars, to be sued for and 
recovered before any court having jurisdiction thereof, by the su- 
pervisor of the town, for the use of the poor of the same town ; and 
in case of such neglect to meet for review, any person aggrieved 
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bj the assessment of the assessors may appeal to the board of su- 
pervisors, at their next meeting, who shall have power to review 
and correct such assessment. 

^§21. The assessor with whom such assessment roll is left 
shall submit the same, during the twenty days specified in such 
notice, to the inspection of all persons who shall apply for that pur- 
pose." 

It will be observed, that under the provisions of the act of 1847, 
(No. 108, § 85,) it is no longer necessary that the agent or servajU 
of the non-resident owner should reside on, or " improve and oc- 
^cupy " land situated within the boundaries of the district, in order 
to render such non-resident owner liable to taxation ; provided 
such land is taxable for town and county purposes, and is situated 
within three miles of the site of the school-house of the district in 
which it lies. 

A non-resident owner is taxable for land occupied by an agent; 
but not, if occupied by a tenant If the person living on the pre- 
mises rents the land as tenant, such tenant is liable to be taxed for 
the premises so occupied by him.-— Com, School Dec, 27 , The 
principle of this decision is fully sustained by the supreme court in 
the case of Dubois vs. Thome, 7 Wendell, 518, in which a lessee 
of a non-resident owner was held liable for a tax for a part of a lot, 
and two sub-tenants for the parts occupied by them respectively. 
The court observed that the mere ownership of the property, with- 
out occupation by himself, his agent, or servant, was not sufficient 
to charge the non-resident owner with the tax. As the law now 
stands, however, such ownership will be sufficient in the absence 
of any occupation by a tenant, 

A saw-mill, having an agent or servant in charge of it, is taxable 
to the non-resident owner. — Com, School Dec, 82, So a factory 
unoccupied, is taxable to the non-resident owner. — Id, 100. 

Where there is a known error in the town assessment, the 
trustees may correct it in the district assessment For instance, if 
a res^ent of a district should purchase or sell a lot after the town 
assessment had been made, the trustees would be required to vary 
the district, assessment accordingly. But where there is no change 
in the property of the district, and the valuation is a matter of opin- 
ion merely, the trustees must be guided by the last assessment 
roll of the town, even though in their judgment such property, or 
any portion of it, is worth more or less than the estimate put upon 
it by the town assessors. — Com, School Dec, 3. 

Alterations by the trustees from the last assessment roll of the 
town, by reason of improvements subsequently made, in consequence 
of which the property assessed has become enhanced in value, 
should be made only where such improvements are complete, — Id, 
194. 

In assessing taxes in joint districts, the last assessment roll in 
each town must be followed, with respect to the taxable property 
within it, notwithstanding the standard of valuation adopted by the 
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assessore- of the respective towns may be different. — Id. 315. But 
see § 72, (No. 194,) Laws, &c. 

Trustees cannot assess an individual for personal property if he 
has been taxed for none on the last assessment roll of the town, on 
the supposition that he may have more than his debts amount to. 
The assessment roll of the town settles tlfe matter, and the trus- 
tees cannot vary the amount but from some knowledge t)f an altera- 
tion after that roll was made out, or to correct some known and 
acknowledged error. — Id, 342. 

Where land owned by the same person is situated in different 
districts in the same town, but all included under one assessment 
by the town assessors, if all the land is of the same description^ 
and was actually valued at the same rate per acre, without any 
variation on account of improvements or otherwise ; or if it ap- 
pears on the roll at what rates the separate parts were valued, then 
the valuation of the portion situated in any particular district may 
be ascertained by the trustees from such last assessment roll. But 
if the valuation by the town assessor was general, and if the land 
was of different degrees of quality or value, or if a dwelling-house 
or other improvements are situated in one district and none in an- 
other, a new and original assessment must, in such case, be made 
by the trustees, giving the notices, &c., and proceeding in the mode 
required by law.— Per Spencer, Supt. Jan. 1841. 

Unless a reduction is claimed, or some departure from the last 
assessment roll of the town becomes necessary, trustees are not 
required to give notice of the assessment of a tax. — Com. School 
Dec. 40. 

Land purchased afler a tax is voted, but before the tax list is 
made out, must be assessed to the purchaser if he resides in the . 
district. — Id. 8. 

Persons leasing specific portions of a lot are to be taxed for so 
much as they lease. — Id. 16. 

Persons about to remove from a district must be included in a 
tax list, if they are actually inhabitants when the list is made out. 
—id. 66. 

A store and lot mast be taxed in the district in which they are 
situated, but goods in a store are to be taxed in the district in 
which the owner resides. Real estate is taxable where it lies, and 
personal property where the owner resides. — Id% 71, 86. 

Bridge companies are taxable in the district where the tolls are 
collected. — JK. 74. 

If a person owns two farms and the district line separates them, 
and they are separately occupied, he is liable to be taxed for each 
farm in the district where it lies. But if they are oceupied as one 
farm, the whole is taxable only in the district where the owner re- 
sides. — Id. 81. And see ante. 

The general rule is, that where a new district is formed, and the 
line intersects a farm, the whole farm is to be taxed in the district 
where the owper resides. Separate tenancies are, however, excep- 
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tions to this rule. When a part of a farm is leased, it ceases to be 
an entire possession, and the part so leased must, with regard to 
taxation, be considered as following the residence of the lessee or 
tenant. — Id, 103. 

The vendor of a farm remaining in possession is liable for taxes 
assessed on it. — Id, 83. 

Trustees aVe bound to know the condition of the taxable proper- 
ty of their district, so that in assessing taxes no person s^all be im- 
properly taxed. — Id, 108. 

The toll-house and gate of a turnpike or bridge company, inclu- 
ding a lot no more than sufficient for the accommodation of the 
toll-gatherer, are necessary appendages to the franchise, and taxa- 
ble SLspersoncU estate in the district where the principal office of 
the company, for the transaction of its business, is situated. — Id. 
135. 

Two or more taxes voted at the same time may be included in 
the same tax list. — Id, 158. 

If a taxable inhabitant sells his farm and remains in the dis- 

'trict, he is liable to be taxed on the amount of the purchase money 

paid, or secured to be paid, as personal property, and the purchaser 

is taxable for the farm, according to its assessed value on the last 

assessment roll of the town. — Id, 285, 342. 

Trustees must include in a tax list every taxable inhabitant 
residing in the district at the time the list is made out* — Id. 109, 
342. 

If, before a tax is assessed, the trustees ascertain that the whole 
amount voted will not be required, they may make out a tax list 
for a smaller sum. — Id, 342. 

If an inhabitant removes from a district before the end of one 
month after a tax is voted, and before the tax list is delivered to 
the collector^ he cannot be included in it ; the tax list, while remain- 
ing in the hands of the trustees, not being complete, except in 
cases where notice is required to be given in pursuance of law. — 
Id. Zbl^ as subsequently modified by Young, Superintendent. 

A tenant is taxable, whether a householder or not, for land oc- 
cqpied and improved by him. He may board out^ and yet, if he 
hire the lot and improve it, as a tenant, he is taxable for it. — Id. 
155. 

The temporary occupancy of a house on a farm, by a person 
hired to work it by the month, does not, however, constitute such a 
tenancy as to subject such occupant to taxation for the farm. He 
can be regarded only as \agent for the owner. — Per Dix, Superin- 
tendent^ 1837. 

Where a person, assessed ibr a greater number of acres than his 
farm contains, omits to claim a reduction when the tax is assessed 
by the trustees, he will not be relieved subsequently on appeal.-— 
Oom, School Dee. 341. 

Trustees, guardians, executors and administrators are taxable in 
their representative character, where they reside, for all the per- 
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sonal estate and property in their posfiessioiiyOr under their, control, 
belonging to the cestmque trust, ward, testator or Intestate, whom 
they represent. By § 10, 1 R. S. 391, a deduction is to be madjS 
by the assessors for debts due from the individual assessed, in his 
representative character, as specified in § 27, 2 R/S. 87. It 19 
in the power ef such trustee^ guardians, executors or administrators 
to claim a reduction under the provisions of § 79 of tjbe school act, 
above referred to ; aQ4 to reduce the amount of such assessment by 
a specification of the value of the property. The question wheth- 
er the real owners of the property are to be diiectly or indirectly 
beue^tted by the expenditure of the tax assessed upon it, does not 
appear to have been one of the considerations kk the provisions 
above referred to, for it is BMinifest that the personal property in 
the hands of a trustee, guardiiin, &c., in Buffalo, is liable to be tax- 
ed there, although the real parties in interest may live in Albany. 
After the administration of an estate in the hands of an executor 
or administrator, upon tjie. rendition and settlemeet of a final ac- 
count of hh pi^oeeedings, the personal property is of course ao lon- 
ger liable to taxation where he resides ; but so long as it is in 
his possession, or under his control, it i^ so liable. — Jd, 157^ 
230. 

PERSONS AND PROPERTY EXEMPT FROM TAXATION. 

^y § ^9> (No. 121,) the tru3tees, in assessing a tax iovlmilding 
a school-house, are to exempt any person set off to their district^ 
witho^ kds €Qns€wt, fgom any other di^fiet, within four years pre- 
eeding the assessioent of siieh tax, who shall hare actimlly paid 
within that penod^ in the district from which he was taken, under 
a lawful aasessBSbent therein> a district tax £or the same purpose. 
The burden oi proof m this oaseuiwlottbtedly rests with the person 
claiming the exemption, as the tri/i^tees can have no <K^ial knowl- 
edge of the fact. 

This exemption does not extend to taxes fer repair^y or fer any 
other purposes than building a school-house. 

By § 4 of chap. 13, 1 R. SL 379, (2d edklon,) the Mowing pro^ 
perty is declared to be esenij^ friom Ui^iatjcoi : 

1. Ail property, real or personal, exempted from taxalion by the 
Constitution of this state or ^ the United iStates : 

2. All lands belonging to tiiis state or to the United States : 

8, Every building erected for the use of a college, incorporated 
academy, or other [inootponated] sentiinftry of learning ; every 
building ibr public worship ; every school'^ufe, scourt-houae and 
jail i and the several lots whereon sudi buildings are situated^ and 
the furniture belonging to each of them : 

4. Every poor-house, alms-bouse, house of industry, and every 
house belonging to a company incorpisrated for the reformation of 
offenders, and the real and personal property belonging to or con<* 
nested with ih^ s^me; 
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5. The real and personal property of every public library r 

6. All stocks owned by the state or by literary or charitable in- 
stitutions : 

7. The personal estate of every incorporated company not made 
liable to taxation on k& capital by law : 

8. The personal property of every minister of the gospel or 
priest of any denomination ; and the real estate of such minister or 
priest, when occupied by him ; provided such real and personal es- 
tate do not exceed the value of $1,500. If such real and person- 
al estate, or either of them, exceed the value of $1,600, that sum is 
to be deducted from the valuation of the property of such minister, 
and the residue is liable to taxation : 

9. All property, exempted bylaw from execution. 

The land owned by a minister of the gospel, if rented, can be 
taxed to the tenant It h exempt from taxation to a certain ex- 
tent, only token occupied hy such minister. If, however, the oc- 
cupant is the agent merely of the minister, so as to render it neces- 
sary to make out the assessment against the latter as owner, the 
property is then exempt. 

Land occupied by a minister of the gospel as tenant, has been 
held exempt to the amount of $1,500, under the provision above 
quoted. — Com, School Dec. 61. 

I 

6. WHEN TAXES MAT BE IMPOSED BY TRUSTEES WITHOUT BEING 

SPECinCALLY VOTED. 

By § 109 of the act of 1847, (No. 129, j ** When the trustees of 
any school district are required or authorized by law, or by vote of 
their district, to incur any expense for such district, and when any 
expenses incurred by them are made by express {frovision of law » 
charge upon such district, they may raise the amount thereof by 
tax, in the same manuer as if the definite sum to be raised had 
been voted by a district meeting, and the same shall be collected 
and paid over in the same manner.** 

By § 104 of the act of 1847, (No. 127,) the trustees are required 
to purchase two blank books, for the purposes specified in that sec- 
tion, and by sub. 1. of §81, (No. 102,) a book is to be provided for 
recording the proceedings of the district. The trustees will be jus- 
tified in imposing a tax, (m: adding to the amount of any voted by 
the district,, for the expenses of these books. 

By § 105, as amended by chap. 382, Laws of 1849, <* When the 
necessary fuel for the school of any district shall not be provided^ 
by means of a tax on the inhabitants of the district or otherwise, it 
shall be the duty of the trustees of the district to provide the neces- 
sary fuel, and levy a tax upon the inhabitants of the district to pay 
for the same." 

The inhabitants of the district sending to school may, hy voluii-- 
tary arrangement, furnish their respective proportions of fuel, ac- 
cording to the number of children and the length of time they Bend, 
but they cannot be compelled to do so ^ a vote of the district ; and 
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where no tax is voted for the supply of fuel, and no arrangement of 
this kind voluntarily entered into and carried into effect by those 
sending to school, it becomes the duty of the Trustees, under the 
above provision, to furnish the necessary fuel and to levy a tax up- 
on the district therefor. 

7. J^orm of a District Tax List to raise any tax voted or charged on 
a District^ and of a Warrant for its collection, 

Xist of Taxes apportioned by the Trustees of District No. 
in the town of Trenton, on the taxable inhabitants of the said dis- 
trict, and corporations holding property therein, and upon real es- 
tate lying within the boundaries of such district, the owners of 
which are non-residents thereof, for the purpose of raising the sum 
of laid and charged on the said district, according to 

law. 



Names of inhabitants and 
Corporations, 


Amount of 
Taxes. 


James Thomas, 


$6 00 
60 00 

50 00 


^he President, Directors and 
^ Company of the Bank of Utica 
James Thomas, executor of the 
Estate of John Thomas, de- 
ceased, 



Statement and description of unoccupied and unimproved Lands of 
non-residents of said district^ upon which a tax has been imposed 
as above stated. 



No. and descriptions of 


Quant, of land 


Valuation of 


Amount 


lots and 


therein liable 


such quan- 


of 


parts of lots. 


to taxation. 


tity. 
$25 00 


tax. 


No. 17 


10 acres. 


$0 75 


South^rest quarter of 


lotNo.23, 


2J " 


6 00 


50 


Tract not subdivided, . 


5 " 


10 00 


62^ 


Or, 








Tract, the subdivisions 








of which cannot be as- 








certained, bounded 








north by lot No. 17, 








south by north line of 








A. B., east by lot 15, 








and west by town line. 


(( 


<( 


t( 



To the Collector of School District No. 
ten, in the county of Oneida^ 



in the town of 2Ve»- 
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You are hereby commanded to collect from each of the taxable 
inhabitants and corporations named in the foregoing list, and oi 
the owners of the real estate described therein, the several sums 
mentioned in the last column of the said list, opposite to the per* 
sons and corporations so named, and to the several tracts of lai^d 
so described, together with five cents on each dollar thereof for 
your fees, unless such amount is paid within two weeks from the 
receipt of this warrant, in which case you are to retain one per cent, 
only as your fees ; and in case any person, upon whom such tax is 
imposed, shall neglect or refuse to pay the same, you are to levy the 
same by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the person 
or corporation so taxed, in the same manner as on warrants issued 
by the bo?ird of supervisors to the collectors of towns ; and you 
are to make a return ot this warrant within thirty days after thb 
delivering thereof to you ; and within that time to pay over all 
moneys collected by virtue hereof, to the trustees of the said ^dis- 
trict, some or one of them ; and if any tax on th^ real estate of a 
non-resident mentioned in the said list shall be unpaid at the time 
when you are required to return this warrant, you are to deliver to 
the trustees of the said district an account thereof, according to law. 

Given'under our hands this day of - in the year one 

thousand eight hundred and forty 

A. B.^ 

C. D. >• Trustees. 
• • Gk F. J 

By § 110 of the act of 1847, (No. 130,) it is not necessary for 
the trustees to affix their seals to any warrant. 

8. WARRANTS FOR THE COLLECTION OP TAX][lISTS AND 

RATE BILLS. 

By various provisions, of the school act (No. 131', 132,) it is 
provided that the warrant annexed to any tax list for the collec- 
tion of a district tax or any rate bill for the payment of teachers' 
wages, shajl command the collector, in case any person named in 
sueh list sh[all not pay the sum therein set opposite to his name on 
demand, to levy the same of his goods and chattels in the same 
manner as on warrants issued by the boa^d of supervisors to the 
collectors pf towns, exce^^ as hereinafler specified in relation to 
rate bills. 

The time specified in any warrant, for i^s collection and return 
begins to run from the delivery of such warrant to the collector, 
and not from its date. — Com, School Dec, 286. 

Where a warrant is signed by two trustees only, the presence 
or concurrence of the third will be presumed. — Id. 258. 

Tru,steea in office only, can sign warrants. — Id. 275. 

By § 112, 132, ^*If the sum or sums of money, payable by any 
person named in any tax list or rate bill, shall not be paid by him 
or collected by such warrant within the time therein limited, it 
may be lawful for the trustees to renew such warrant, in respect 
to such delinquent person ; or in case such person shall not reside 
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within tlieir district, at the time of making out a tax list or rate 
bUl, or shall not reside therein at the expiration of such warranty 
and no goods or chattels can be found therein whereon to levy the 
same ; the trustees maj sue for and recover the same, in their 
name of ofOice. 

Such renewal should be made at the earliest practicable period 
after the expiration of the time specified for the collection in the 
original warrant. It is not, however, i^cessary that it should be 
made prior to the expiration of such original warrant. 

Any second or subsequent renewal of such warrant miist be 
with the written approbati(H;i of the Town Superintendent endors*^ 
ed thereon. 

Trustesa may legally renew the warrants of their precessprs 
in office.-i-Coaw. School Dec. 27. 

Where a district meeting votes to renew a warrant and col- 
lect a taxy the trustees may regard it as an original vote, and 
issue a new warrant for its collection. — Id, 

By §100, as amended by the act of 1849 (chap. 382,) it is made 
the duty of the trustee^, after the expiration of the thirty days al- 
lowed by law to deliver the tax list and warrant td the collector of 
the district, *'and such collector is hisreby authorised and directed, 
upon receiving his warrant, for two sMceessive weeks, to receive 
such taxes as may be voluntarily paid to him ; and in case the 
whole anK>unt shall not be so paid in, the collector shall proceed 
forthwith to collect the same. He shall receive for his services^ 
on all sums paid in as aforesaid, one per cent, and upon all sums 
collected by him after the expiration of the time mentioned, five 
per cent ; and in case a levy and sale shall be necessarily made by 
such coHeotoTf he shall be entitled to. travelling f^es at the rate 
of six cents per nule, to be computed from the school house in such 
district." 

IV. DUTIES OF TRUSTEES IN RELATION TO THE PURCHASE, 
CUSTODY AND SALE OF SCHOOL-HOUSES AND SITES, THE 
REPAIR OF SCHOOL-HOUSES, AND FURNISHING THEM WITH 
NECESSARY FUEL Al^D APPENDAGES. 

1. PURCHASB, ^lLFAl^ AND CXJSTODX OP S.CH00L-HOUSJB. 

By sub. 5, of § 82 of the school act, (No. 103,) it is made the 
duly of trustees, and they are empowered " to purchase or lease a 
site for the district school-house, as designated by a meeting of 
the district ; and to build, hire, or purchase, keep in repair and 
furnish such school house with necessary fuel and appendages, oiti 
of the funds collected and paid to them for such purpose.^* 

If trustees undertake to remove a school-hpuse, buy a lot for a 
site, or do any other act which they are not by law authorized 
to do without a vote of the inhabitants of the district, it is at 
their own peril. The inhabitants may ratify their proceedings 
by a subsequent vote : but if they do not choose to do so, the 
trustees are without remedy. — Com. School Dec, 41, 222. 
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But where the inhabitaDts of a school district have, by a vote 
to that effect authorized their trustees to make repairs or do any 
other lawful act, involving an expenditure of money, they will be 
required to save them harmless, provided they have acted in 
good faith. The inhabitJtnts may always limit a contemplated 
expenditure by voting a specific sum for the purpose. But if 
they neglect to do so, and give a general direction to the trustees 
to ge on and make repair, &c., without restricting the amount to 
be expended, the Superintendent will, on the refusal of the in- 
habitants afler the work is done, to indemnify them, for their rea- 
sonable and bona fide expenditures, order a tax to be levied for 
the amount. — Id. 222. 

By sub. 6 of <J 82, above referred to, it is provided that the 
trustees shall have the custody and safe-keeping of the district 
school-house." 

Questions have frequently arisen, as to the extent of the pow- 
er conferred by this last subdivision ; and to what uses the school 
bouse should be confined by the trustees. 

The general principle in relation to questions of this nature 
arising in the several school districts, is this ; that it is the duty 
of the trustess to exercise such a general supervision over the 
care and management of the district school-house, as that the 
instruction of pupils in the school shall not be embarrassed by 
any use of the house other than for school purposes ; and that 
the property of the district, and the furniture, books, and papers 
belonging to the school, or the pupils, shall not be injured or 
destroyed. Any use of the house in subordination to these restric- 
tions, and not inconsistent with the main purposes for which it 
was designed, must be left to the determination and pleasure of 
those to whom it belongs, whose wishes and directions, in this re- 
8pect,the trustees are bound to carry out. The school-house is the 
property of the district, and subject to its* control, within the 
limitations of the law. The purpose for which it was erected 
must be pursued, and nothing can be^ suffered to interfere with 
that. But when that purpose is accomplished, there is neither 
reason nor law for prohibiting its application to any object of 
social or moral improvement which the majority of the inhabitants 
may sanction. Upon this principle, and subject to the restric- 
tions and limitations referred to, it may be used, out of schpol 
hours, and when not wanted for any district purposes, for reli- 
gious meetings, Sunday schools, lectures, debating societies, or 
any other moral, literary, or useful purpose, with the approbation 
of a majority of the district and the consent of the trustees, or 
any two of them. 

Trustees cannot, however, allow any part of the district school 
house to be occupied for any other purpose than that of the dis- 
trict school, while such school is actually in progress. — Com. 
School Dec, 51, 
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' Select or private schools will not be permitted to be kept in 
the district school-house. — /df. 119. 

Except in extraordinary cases, schools must be kept in the dis- 
trict school house : and by §120 of the act of 1847, (No. 140,) 
" Whenever it shall be necessary, for the accommodation of the 
children in any district, the trustees may hire temporarily any 
room or rooms, for the keeping of schools therein ; and the ex- 
pense thereof shall be a charge on such district." 

if there is no school-house in the district a school cannot be 
opened by the trustees until the inhabitants have designated the 
place. — Com. School Dec, 190. 

2. SALE OF SCHOOL HOUSE AND SITE. 

A very important branch of the duties incumbent upon trustees, 
is that which relates to the disposition of the school-house and 
site, when no longer required for district purposes. By §74, of 
the of act 1847, (No. 96,) the inhabitants of the district are author- 
ized, whenever the site of the school-house has been legally 
cha^nged, to direct the sale of the former site, together with the 
buildings and appurtenances, or any part thereof at such price 
and upon such terms as they shall deem most advantageous to the 
district. In this case the trustees act merely as the ministerial 
officers of the district, and are bound to carry out the directions 
of the inhabitants. They are to execute the necessary convey- 
ances to the purchaser ; and when a dl'edit is directed to be giveit 
for any portion of the consideration money, they are to take, in 
their corporate name, such security, by bond and mortgage or 
otherwise, as they may think proper ,* to hold the same as a cor- 
poration, and account to their successors ; and they are also 
authorized, in their name of office to sue for and recover the 
moneys due and unpaid upon any security so taken by them, 
or their predecessors, with interest and costs. They are by § 75 
to apply the moneys arising from such sale to the expenses in- 
curred in procuring a new site, and in removing or erecting a 
school-house, so far as such application shall be necessary. 

V. THE EMPLOYMENT OF TEACHERS AND THEIR PAYMENT, 
AND THE MAKING OUT AND COLL55CTING OF RATE BILLS. 

1. CONTRACTS WITH TEACHERS. 

By sub. 7 of § 82, No. 103, trustees are "^to contract with and 
employ all teachers in the district." • 

The most fruitful source of difficulty in school districts, has been 
the loosness and irregularity with which these contracts have been 
made. In some districts the trustees are in the habit of agreeing 
to pay the teacher the whole amount of public money that should 
be received, be it more or less. This is unjust to the teacher or 
the district, and has almost always led to contention. The agree- 
ment should be to pay him a specific sum % the month or by the 



quarter, adequate to tlie value ofv his services. K the public 
money is not sufficient, the deficiency should be supplied by a rate- 
bill. It is not to be believed that any intelligent citizens will 
consider that sordidness to be economy, which prefers that their 
children should be brought up in ignorance, or instructed in error, 
rather than contribute the mere trifle which will secure them an 
education, sound and accurate, at least as far as it goes. When 
the rewards which other professions and avocations hold out to 
talent, knowledge and industry, are so liberal, how can it be 
expected that persons competent to the great business of instruc- 
tion, should devote themselves to it for a compensation inadequate 
to their support ? 

If the public money should be more than sufficient to remuner- 
ate the teacher, the trustees should consider whether they may 
not establish another school, or a district department. A large 
amount of public money indicates a large number of children, and 
of course there will be the materials for a large school, or for 
more than one, especially if they are of a character to command 
respect and inspire confidence. 

Should there be a surplus of public money, after paying a fair 
and just equivalent to the teachers who can be usefully employed, 
the district will always be relieved from the consequence of not 
expending the whole, upon application to the Superintendent. 

It is the duty of trustees of a school district to have a school 
kept in the district school-Rouse, wherever there are a number of 
children to attend sufficient to defray the expenses of a teacher : 
and if a portion of the public money has been assigned to each 
portion of the year, then it is their duty to have a school kept 
whenever the expense can be defrayed by the public money, and 
the rate-bills against those sending children to the school. This 
principle is applicable as well to summer as to winter schools. 
Trustees are bound to provide a school, whenever requested by 
any portion of the inhabitants of the district, able and willing, 
with the help of the public money or otherwise, to defray its 
expense : and in this respect they are not to be governed-or con- 
trolled by any vote of the district. The very object and business 
of their office is to provide schools ; and no district meeting can 
abridge their powers, or relieve them from the performance of 
their duty in this respect. — Per Spencer, SupL on appeal. 

A practice prevails to a very considerable extent among the 
several school districts, of trustees' engaging with a teacher that 
he shall board with the parents of the children alternately. There 
is no authority for such a contract, and it cannot be enforced on 
the inhabitants. This compulsory boarding gives occasion to con- 
stant altercation and complaint, which often terminates in breaking 
up the school. The best arrangement is to give the teacher a 
specific sum and let him board himself. But there are some dis- 
tricts so destitute that, it may afford the inhabitants considerable 
relief to be permitted to board the teacher. In such cases the 
object can be obtained in another way. Let the trustees contract 
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with the teacher at a specSfic sum per month, or by the qnarter, 
and they may then agree with him, that if he shall be afforded 
satisfactory board at the house of any of the inhabitants, he will 
allow whatever sum may be agreed on per week for such board, to 
be applied to his wages, and will give an order on the trustees for 
the amount, to the person with whom he boards : and the trustees 
may then accept such order from the inhabitants, as payment to 
that extent upon his tuition bill, and deduct it from the amount to 
be paid the teacher, after having paid him the whole of the public 
money. 

It is strongly recommended that all contracts with teachers be 
made in writing, and a duplics^te kept by each party. In no other 
way can justice be done to the parties in case of any dispute. 

The power of the trustees to contract with and employ teachers, 
Cannot be controlled by the inhabitants ; although it should never 
be exercised, unless under very peculiar circumstances, in opposi- 
tion to the known wishes of a decided majority of the district. 

Contracts by trustees of school districts for teachers' wages are 
binding on them personally, individually and collectively, while 
they remain in oftice ; and on their successors after the expiration 
of their term : and trustees who are not in office, as such, are no 
longer personally answerable on such^ contracts. See 7 Wendell, 
181, 4 HiU; Com. School Die, 191, 282. 

A contract made by all the trustees of a district, but signed by 
two only, is binding upon all; and the presence or concurrence of 
the third will be presumed from the signature of the remainder. 
So two trustees may enter into a contract, in the absence of the 
third, if he was duly notified of a meeting for that purpose, or was 
consulted, and refused to act. — McCoy vs. Comtreey 9 Wend, 17. 
In short, so far as the rights of third persons are concerned, a 
contract made by a majority of the trustees will be regarded as 
prima facie valid and obligatory. The party with whom the 
contract has been entered into is not bound to enquire whether the 
requisite p]feliminary steps to authorize the majority to act without 
the presence or concurrence of the third trustee have been taken 
or not. 

If a teacher's certificate is annulled, the trustees are at liberty 
to dismiss him, and to rescind their contract with him. They 
engage him as a qualified teacher, and the moment he ceases to be 
so, there is a failure of the consideration for the contract. If, 
however, the trustees continue him to the school after notice that 
his certificate has been annulled, it will be regarded as such a con- 
tinuance of the contract that they will not be allowed at a subse- 
quent period to dispute it. — Com. School Dec, 212. 

2. MODE OP PAYING TEACHERS. 

This is specifically provided for by § 82, (No. 103,) above 
referred to. By subdivision eight, the trustees are *' to pay the 
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wages of such, teachers, when qaalified, oat of the monejrs which 
shall come into their hands from town superintendents of common 
schools^flo far as such moneys shall be sufficient for that purpose ; 
and to collect the residue of such wages, excepting such sums as 
may have been collected by the teachers, from ail persons liable 
therefor," • 

By subdivisions nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen and fourteen, 
they are, 

*'To divide the public moneys received by them, whenever 
authorised by a vote of their district, into not exceeding two por- 
tions for each year, to assign and apply one of such portions to 
each term during which a school shall be kept in such district, for 
the pa3rment of the teachers' wages during such quarter or term ; 
and to collect the residue of such wages, not paid by the propor- 
tion of public money allotted for that purpose, from the persons 
liable therefor, as above provided. 

^ To exempt from the payment of wages of teachers, either 
wholly or in part, such indigent persons within the district as they 
shall think proper, in any one quarter or term, and the same shall 
be a charge upon such district : 

" To certify such exemptions, and deliver the certificate ther 
to the clerk of the district, to be kept on file in his office : 

'^ To ascertain, by examination of the school lists kept by such 
teachers, the number of days for which each person noit so exempt- 
ed, shall be Jia^le to pay for instruction, and the amount payable 
by each person : 

^* To make out a rate -bill containing the name of each person 
80 liable, and the amount for which he is liable, and to annex 
thereto a warrant for the collection thereof : and 

^* To deliver such rate-bill, with the warrant annexed, to the 
collector of the district, as directed by subdivision 14, of § 82, (No. 
103,) and § S3, (No. 104.) • 

By § 84, of the same act, (No. 105,) " where by reason of the 
inability to collect any tax or rate-bill, there shall be a deficiency 
in the amount raised, the inhabitants of the district, in district 
meeting, shall direct the raising of a sufficient sum to supply such 
deficiency, by tax, or the same shall be collected by rate-bill, as 
the case may require.'* 

In accordance with these several provisions, trustees of districts 
in making out their rate bills, will hereafter proceed as follows : 

1. They will first ascertain the amount due to the teacher, under 
his contract, for the first quarter's services. 

2. They will then apply so much of the public money as is ap- 
plicable to the term, in diminution of such amount 

3. They will assess the balance upon each inhabitant who has 
sent to the school during the term, (including indigent persons) ac- 
cording to the number of children and of days sent by each, as 
appears by the verified list kept by the teacher, under the 104th 
section of the aforesaid act. (No. 127.) 



325 

4. Tbey wiH tben proceed to exempt, either wholly or in part, 
such iodigent inhabitants as thej may think proper for the pay- 
ment of their proportion of such assessment, and certify the whole 
amount of such exemptiom; anct ddyiver the certificate thereof to 
tjM clerk of the districl^ to be kept by him. 

5. They will then make out a rat€ bill against those exempted 
in part, for the balance remaining after such partial exemption, and 
against those not exempted either wholly or in part, for the collect 
tion of the amounts assessed against them respectively, and add 
their warrant, in the usual manner. Such warrants need not be 
under seal, and may be exeeated by the collector " in any otb^ 
district or town, in the same manner, and with the like authority, 
as in the district for which he was chosen or appointed/' (No^ 
126.) 

6. The trustees will collect the amount of exemptions, as certified 
by them, by a tax, which they are authorized to impose upom 
all the taxable inhabitants of the district. They may immediately 
proceed to impose this tax ; or they may add the amount to any 
tax* thereafter imposed for district purposes, as may be most con- 
venient 

Trustees should exercise a liberal discretion in making exemp- 
tions in behalf of indigent inhabitants, so that the charge for tuition 
shall in no case be burdensome : while on the other hand, they 
should never allow the consideration of the trifling amount of the 
general tax for such exemption when levied upon the whole taxa- 
ble property of the district, to tempt them into an unnecessary ex- 
ercise of the powers confided to them. 

To illustrate this proceeding more fully, let us apply the several 
steps necessary to be taken in ordinary cases. Suppose a teacher 
employed for the usual term of four months at $20 per month. 
The public money, including local funds, belonging to the district, 
and applicable to the term, either by the decision of a district 
meeting, as above specified, or by the determination of the trustees, 
is S40 : the amount due the teacher for his quarterns services is of 
course $80, of which the trustees pay him $40 at once, from the 
public money, and take his receipt therefor. They then call upoa 
him for his list, kept and verified according to the provisions of 
§ 104, (No. 127,^ and afler having ascertained from such list, the 
number of days'' attendance for which each person sending to school 
is liable, they will proceed to assess the respective proportions of 
the remaining $40, from each, according to the whole number of 
days and children sent. Thus if one inliabitant has sent (bur chil- 
dren for 104 days, he will be charged for 416 days, and so on. 
Suppose upon adding up the whole number of days thus ascer- 
tained, the total is found to be 4,000, for the average attendance 
of 40 scholars for the whole term : the proportion of $40 due for 
one scholar for each day, would be one cent : and this multiplied 
by the number of* days each scholar attended, would give his pro- 
portion : and by adding the proportions of each belonging to the 

16 
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same family, the amount due from eadi, person sendkig to aejioql ia 
ascertained. The trustees then make out an assessment m the 
following form. 

Form of AsMtssmmL . 

Assessment containing the name of each person liable tent 
teachers' wages in district No. in the town of Trenton; for 
the term ending on the day df 185 , and the amount for 
which each person is liable. 



Names of inhabitanta sending to school, t ^^^'® ^^^ 



John Jackson,. . . . 

James Johnson, . . 
Timothy Warner,. 
Peter Barney,. . . , 
Solomon Kinney,. 
William Jones,. . . 
John Dye,.. ... . . 

William Johnson,. 
Thomas Jones,. . 
John RadcliflT,. . . . 

James TunicliflT,. 
John Simons,.. . . 

Joseph Williams,, 




Amount of 
school bill. 



The assessment should be signed by the trustees and filed with 
the district clerk. 

The next step is to exempt such indigent persons as the trustees 
may think proper, from the payment of the sums set opposite to 
their names, either wholly or in part. Suppose Peter Barney io 
be exempted wholly, and Thomas Jones and John Radcliff each 
ft'om the payment of one-half the amounts assessed to them ; the 
trustees will first make out a certificate, to be filed with the clerk 
of the district in the following form : 

3. CBRtlFICATB OF EXEMPTION. 

We, the undersigned, trustees of District No. in the town 
of Trenton, do certify, that we have this day exempted Peter 
Barney from the payment of any share of the wages of the teacher 
employed in said district for the term ending on the day of 

Jf^ 18 and Thomas Jones and John Radcliff each 
from the payment of one half the amount assessed to them respec- 
tively, as their share of such wages. 
Dated this day of 

16 V C. D. V Trusted. 
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Thej^ will then proceed to make out. their rate bill and warrant 
in tliei6llowing manner : 

Form of Rate Bill and Warrant. 

Rate bill, containing the name of each person liable for teach» 
ers' wages, in District No. in the town of Trenton, for thk 
term ending on the day of 185 and the amount 

for which each person i^pl exempted, either wholly ot in part, 
from the payment of such amount, is so liable, with the fees of the 
coJlfCJctor thereon. 



Names of inhabitants sending 
to schoolf 



John Jackson, ^ 

James Johnson 

Timothy Warner, 

Sblofhdn 'Kmney, 

William Jones, 

John Dye, 

William Johnson, 

Thomas Jones, 

John Radcliflf, 

Jeimes Tunicliff, 

John Simon , 

Joseph Williams,. 




Paid to teacher. 
S3 paid to teacher. 



3,070 36 90 



To the Collector of School District No. in the town of 
Trenton, in the county of Oneida. 

Tou are hereby commanded to collect from each of the persons 
kk the annexed rate bill named, the several sums mentioned in the 
last column thereof, with five per cent for your fees, except on 
amounts paid in within two weeks afler the receipt of this warrant 
at one per cent., and within thirty days afler receiving this war- 
rant to pay the amount so collected by you, into the hands of the 
trustees of said district, or one of them ; and in case any person 
therein named shall neglect or refuse to pay the amount set opposite 
his name as aforesaid, you are to levy the same by distress and sale 
of the goods and chattels of such person, except such as are exempt 
by section twenty-two, article two, title five, chapter six, part three 
of the revised statutes fi'om levy and sale under execution. 
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Given under our hands, this day of in the jfear 

of Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

A, B. ) 

C. D. y Trusius. 
E.F.) 

There will still remain $3 10 of the amount due the teacher 
for his wages, heing the amount of exemptions by the trustees ; 
and this sum must be levied by tax on all the taxable inhabitants 
of the district and corporations holding property therein, in the 
same manner as though such amount had been actually voted by 
the district to be raised. If the teacher can wait upon the district, 
or the trustees choose to advance the money in its behalf, the 
amount may be added to the next t^x that may be voted for dis- 
trict purposes. It should, however, be assessed within a reasoii- 
able time ; and wherever the amount of exemptions is sufficient 
to warrant an immediate assessment, it should at once be levied. 
The trustees must exercise a sound discretion in this respect, 
with reference to the amount to be raised, and the probability of 
an early opportunity to add it to some district tax. 

The following property when owned by any person being a 
house- holder is exempt from the operation of the^collecter's warrant, 
on a raU'liUy viz : 

" 1. All spinning wheels, weaving looms and stoves put up, or 
kept for use in any dwelling house : 

'^ 2. The family bible, family pictures and school books used by 
or in the family of such person ; and books not exceeding in value 
fifty dollars, which are kept and used as part of the family library : 

<^ 3. A seat or pew occupied by such person or his family, in anj 
house or place of public worship : 

^^ 4. All sheep to the number of ten, with their fleeces and the 
yarn or cloth manufactured from the same ; one cow, two swine, 
the necessary food for them ; all necessary pork, beef, fish, flour, 
and vegetables actually provided for family use ; and neoessarj 
fu^l for the use of the family for sixty days : 

'' 5. All necessary wearing apparel, beds, bedsteads and bedding 
for such person and his family ; arms and accoutrements required 
by law to be kept by such person ; necessary cooking utensils ; one 
table ; six chairs ; six knives and forks ; six plates ; six teacups 
and saucers : one sugar dish ; one milk-pot ; one tea-pot and six 
spoons ; one crane and its appendages ; one pair of and-irons and 
a shovel and tongs : 

" 6. The tools and implements of any mechanic, necessary to the 
cairying on of his trade, not exceeding twenty-five dollars in value.*' 

Sec. 22. Cfhapter 6. Art, 2. TiOe 5. Part 3. R&v. Stat. 

Where a person agrees to pay for a certain number of scholars, 
he is entitled to the benefit of the public money in reduction of 
their school bills. — Com. School Dec. 83. 

In making out rate-bills, inhabitants of districts can only be 
charged for so much time, as their children have actually attended 
school. — Id. 15. 
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All children attending the district school must be charged at the 
flame rate for taition, without regard to the studies pursued. — Id. 47. 

A resident of a school district cannot be prosecuted by the 
trastees for the amount due on his rate-billr The only remedy 
against him|is by distress and sale of his goods and chattels. — la. 
264. 

In the exercise of the power conferred upon the trustees, of ex- 
empting indigent inhabitants of their district from the payment of 
l^e whole or of portions of their rate-bills, the utmost liberality, 
eompatible with justice to the district, should be indulged. Noth- 
ing can be more at variance with the benigp spirit and intent of 
tke school laws, than the compulsory distress and sale of artidea of 
absolute necessity to an indigent family, for the purpose of satisfy- 
ing the rate-bill for teachers' wages. And yet cases of this kiod 
are frequently brought to the notice of the department* Erery 
reasonable facility should be afforded to the children of the poor, 
for the attainment of all the blessings and advantages of element- 
uj instruction : and this should never be permitted to become in 
any degree burdensome to their parents. Where any inhabitant 
of the district in indigent circumstances cannot meet the rate-biU 
far the payment of the teachers' wages, without subjecting himself 
to serious embarrassment, or his family to sensible deprivation, he 
should promptly and cheerfully be exonerated. A just feeling of 
pride may reasonably be expected to preclude any from availing 
themselves of this exemption, unless under the pressure of absolute 
necessity ; and occasional abuses of the privilege so accorded, arQ 
productive of less disastrous results, than a prevailing impression 
among the indigent inhabitants of a district, that thefr children can 
partake of the advantages of common sdiool education, only at a 
burdensome charge to themselves, and by a sacrifice of the ordinary 
mecessities and comforts of their families. 

Indigent persons may be exempted from the payment of school 
hills, whether there is public money to be applied to the tern^ or 
B0t. — Com. School Dec. 56. 

The exemption of indigent persons from the payment of the 
wages of teachers is a matter of discretion with the trustees, not 
regulated by any specific restrictions, but entrusted to them to be 
disposed of in good conscience, with a just regard to the rights of 
all concerned. — Id. 241. 

Trustees are the sole judges of the ability of the persons residing 
within their respective districts to pay their school bills. — Com. 
School Dec. 254. 

The wages of an unqualified teadier must be collected by rate- 
bill against those sending to school, in the same manner as though 
he held a certificate, provided he was duly employed by the trusteeau 
—Id. 61, 76, 213. 

The wages of two teachers, employed for different terms, or dif- 
ferent portions of the same term, at different rates of compensation, 
cannot be included in one rate-bill. — Id. 168, &c. 
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' Trqste^ cannot transfer to teachers th^ right of enforcing tbt 
colleciipii of their wages. If the teacher ajg^fees to collect his owi 
Wikge^r it is right that he should do so, to the extent of his abilitj ; 
but in ease of failure, the trustees alone can issue ^ rate-bill and 
warrant ; and thej should do so notwithstanding any agreeoient li 
the contrary with the teacher. — Id. 288 ; Ptr JDix, SupH, 

Tru^ees cannot include in a rate-bill any other object than tkt 
wages of the teacher under the contract made by them* 

Where a person had from charitable motiyes, taken a poor 
fam^y to reside with him, in his house^ the children of whioh al- 
tend^ the district sehool, it was held Ihat hie was not-liable for tlM 
tiihion of such indigent diildren, unless they were sent to scho^ 
by him under an express 6r implied contiract to be nesposisible fas 
sndi tuitioii ; and that if sent by their parents, or if they attended 
school of their own accord, the trustees should exempt the paffeals 
hem payment of the tuition bilL — Per Spbncsr, Supt.lM^, 

A ffrandfhther is noi prima facie liable for the board or school- 
ing ora grandchild. He may, however, become liable, in the sanici 
manner and to the same extent as any individual who has a ybuth 
residing with him whom he supports and supers to go to school, 
1ft4thout giving any particular directiotis on the subject. An im- 
plication would arise thai it was by his assent. But the father or 
mother is prima facie liable : and some positive acts on the part of 
^e grandfather miist be shown, amounting to an assumption of 
lis^ility on his part before he can be held responsible for the pay- 
ment of tuition trtidei* such circumstances.-*-ii^. 1841. 

SCHOOLS FOR COLORED CHILDREN. 

lB|y § 147 of the act of 1847, (No. 179,) a school for colored 
ehi^ren may be established in any district, with the approbadoa 
of the commi^ioners, which is to be under the charge of tlM 
trustees of the district in which such school is established. Trus^ 
t^es In their anmu^ reports are also required partieuJarly to speei* 
fj the number of such thildren over fbur and under twenty-ose 
years of age attending su^h school from dif^rent districts, nam- 
ing stich districts respectively, and the number from each attend- 
ing for fbur months, and instructed by a duly qualified t^aeher, 
which report is to fbrm' the basis of an apportionment to suck 
school, of a share of the public money. 

Thf^ provisions contained in this section are more particularly 
aj^plicable to those cities ai^d large villages where no special legi^ 
mrovisipns have been made for the instruction of colored children. 
The means provided, are it is true, altogether insufficient to meet 
the expeufiie which xmist necessarily be incurred in the organiza- 
tiQn of these schooTis; and iuasmucb as the class of community 
for whose special benefit they are intended are generally unable 
to contribute to such expense, in any considerable degree, the 
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Aject in tiew can seldom be folly att^ed, Iftit through the 
efforts of charitable and benevolent indiriduals in the aereral 
diatricts, from which the colored schools are composed. These 
eflbrts have hitherto been paralysed from the absence ofasy 
legal power to effect the necessary organization ; and the pro- 
vision now made was, doubtless, intended to supply that defect; 
and to furnish a nucleus around which the benevolent exertions 
of the iViends of education and humanity might be concentrated. 
If, however, in any of the country districts, a colored school catt 
be organized and efficiently kept up for the requisite length of 
time, it is hoped no efforts will be spared to carry into effect the 
provisions of the section. Colored children are entitled equally with 
all others, to the prit ileges and advantages of the district school ,* 
and wherever they can be grouped together in a separate school, 
under the charge of a competent teacher, they will be far more 
likely to derive the full benefits of such instruction as may be 
beiit adapted to their circumstances and condition, while at the 
same time, the disadvantages inseparable from their attendance 
at the district school, will be avoided. 

Trustees have power, with the assent of the Town Snperiii- 
tendent, and by a vote of the inhabitants of their district, to pur- 
chase, hire or build a school-house or room for the accommodation 
of the colored children of their own and other adjoining districts; to 
supply the same with the necessary forniture, fuel and appen- 
dages ; and to employ a competent teacher. 

By § 104, of the act of 1847, (No. 127,) the trustees of each 
district are to provide a book, in which the teachers are to enter 
the names of the scholars attending school, and the number of 
days they shall have respectively attended, and also the number 
of times the school has been inspected by the Town Superintend- 
ents. This list is to be verified by the oath of the teacher. 

None but children residing in a school district can of right be 
benefitted by the public money. Indeed, the trustees can ex- 
dude all children, except those who are residents of the district, 
ffom the school. Bat if such non-resident children are permitted 
by the trustees to attend the school, their parents should be ap- 
prised of the conditions on which they are received ; and one of 
these conditions may be, that part of the public money shall 
be applied for their benefit. Where no such conditions how- 
ever are exacted by the trustees, and such non-resident children 
are admitted on the application and responsibility of an inhabi- 
tant of the district, the trustees must make out the rate bill against 
such inhabitant in the usual manner. 

Children of non-resident parents coming into a district and 
hoarding for the purpose of attending school therein, are not en- 
titled to any share of the public money in reductioi^'of their rate 
bills ; and their tuition, in such case, may be charged, in the first 
instance, to the person with whom they board ; whose liability 
therefor can be discharged only by express notice to the trustees, 
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firom the reports, which according to these regulations must lie 
made that such hooks had been purchased, the Town Saperintea- 
dent will be bound to withhold the next year's librar j movey ftoM 
mCb diatriet. These penalties and provisions will be rigidly en- 
forced ; hr upon a fiiithful administraition of the law tlie uarfolneas 
9»d (hie continuance of ihe system will d^^d. If 4be puUii 
munifieence be abused it will unquestioQably ceaae. 

The selection of boo^ for the district library, is devolved hj 
law exclusively upon the trustees ; and when the importance ii 
this most beneficent and enlightened provision for the iatelleetaal 
and moral improvement of the inhabitants of the aeveral distariqts, 
of both sexes and all conditions, is duly estimated, the trust here 
confided is one of no ordinary responsibility. In reference to auek 
selections, but two prominent sources of embarrwisment have heea 
experienced. The one has arisen from the necesiuty of exdiidiag 
firom the libraries all works having directly or remotely, a ee ctari a a 
tendency, and the other, from that of recommending the exdqm* 
of Bovels, romances and other fictitious creations of th« imagina- 
tion, including a large proportion of the lighter literature of the 
day. The propriety of a peremptory and uncompromising excl«» 
sion of those catch-penny, but revolting publicatiotts which culti- 
vate the taste for the marvellous, the tragic, the horrible, and the 
supernatuiral — ^e lives and exploits of pirates, banditti and despe- 
radoes of evory description — ^is too obvious to every reflecting mind, 
to require the slightest argument Unless parents desire that their 
children should pursue the shortest and surest road to ignominy, 
shame and destruction — should become the ready and apt imita- 
tors on a circumsckribed scale, of the pernicious models which they 
ave permitted and epcouraged to study — ^they will frown indignanir 
ly on every attempt to place before their immature minds, workfly 
whose invariable and only tendency is disastrous, both to the in- 
tellect and the heart. 

The exclusion of works imbued to any perceptible extent wit)i 
sectarianism, rests upon the great conservative principles which are 
at the foundiataon of our free institutions. Its propriety is readily 
conceded when applied to publications, setting forth, defending, or 
iU^strating the peculiar tenets which distinguish any one of the 
numerous religious denominations of the day from the others. On 
this ground no controversy exists as to the line of duty. But it 
has been strongly argued that those << standard " theological publi- 
cations which, avoiding all controverted ground, contain general 
expositions of Christianity — ^which assume only those doctrines and 
prii^ples upon which all ^* evangelical" denominations of Chris* 
taans are agreed, are not obnoxious to any reasonable censure, and 
Ottght not, upon any just principles, to be excluded from the 
sdiool district library. There are two answers to this argumeni, 
either of 'Vtrhich is conclusive. The one is, that the works in ^^aes- 
tioa, however exalted may be^ their merit, and however free from 
just censure, on this ground of sectarianism, are strictly theological, 
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VI. DUTIES OF TRUSTEES IN REFERENCE TO THE 

DISTRICT LIBRARY. 

The trustees of each school district are constituted by law (he 
trustees of the library. Thej are responsible for its preservatioii 
and care; and the librarian is subject to their direction, and 
may at any time be remored by them from office for wilful dis- 
obedience of such directions, or for any wilful neglect of duty, or 
ereti when they have reason to apprehend the loss of any books, 
or their injury or destruction by his misconduct. In case of such 
remoral, or of a vacancy occurring from any cause, they are to 
supply such vacancy by appointment, until the next annual meet- 
ing of the district. They are personally liable to their successors 
fi>r any neglect or omission in relation to the care and superinten- 
dence of the library, by which any books therein are lost or injur- 
ed, to the full amount of such loss or injury, and their action in re- 
Ibrence to its management, may be at any time controled by the 
department, on appeal. 

By the 4th section of chap. 237, of the Laws of 1838, the sum 
of $55,000 from the annual revenue of the U. S. Deposit Fund, 
was required to be annually distributed " to the support of com- 
mon schools, in like manner and upon the like conditions as the 
school moneys now are or shall hereafter be distributed^ except that 
the trustees of the several districts shall appropriate the sum re- 
ceived to the purchase of a district library for the term of three 
years, (afterwards by § 6 of chap. 177, Laws of 1839, extended 
to fi?e years,) and by the act of 1843, indefinitely, with the mod- 
yications therein expressed. 

Trustees are, by this provision authorized to make the selection 
of the books for the library, as the application of the money is to 
be made by them. 

The object of the law for procuring district libraries is to diffuse 
information, not only, or even chiefly, among children or minors, 
but among adults and those who have finished common school 
education. The books^ therefore, should be such as will be useftti 
for circulation among the inhabitants generally. They should not 
be children's books, or of a juvenile character merely, or light and 
frivolous tales and romances, but works conveying solid informar 
tion which will excite a thirst for knowledge, and also gratify it, as 
far as such a library can. Works imbued with party politics, and 
those of a sectarian character, or hostility to the Christian religidi, 
should on no account be admitted ; and if any are accidentally 
received they should be immediately removed. Still less can any 
district be permitted to purchase school books, such as spewing 
books, grammars, or any others of the description used as text book 
m schools. Such ^ application of the public money would be aa 
utter violation of the law. If any case of improper selection of 
books should come* before the Superintendent, by appeal from any 
inhabitant, such selection would be set aside ; and if it appeared 
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from the reports, which according to these regulations must be 
made that such books had been purchased, the Town SnperinteB- 
deat mill be bound to withhold th^ next year's lilnrary mosey ftom 
wAk district These penalties and provisions will be rifpdly e»- 
fyccei ; for. upon a faithful admiuistrajtion of the law the us^uIiibm 
and &ke continuance of the sy^m will depend. If Uie pubiM 
mnnifieence be abused it will unquestionably oeaae. 

The selection of books for the district library, is devolifFed hy 
law exclusively upon the trustees ; and when the hpftportanoe el 
Ihia most beneficent and enlightened provision for the iatellectoal 
and moral improvement of the inhabitants of the severed die^ets, 
of both sexes and all conditions, is duly estimated, the trust here 
confided is one of no ordinary responsibility. In reference to auek 
selections, but two prominent sources of embarrassment have beea 
experienced. The one has arisen from the necessity of exdudi^g 
from the libraries all works having directly or ren^)tely, a aec tari a a 
tendency, and the other, from that of recommending the exdiusioii 
of Boveis, romances and other fictitious creations of the imajgina- 
ti<m, induding a large proportion of the lighter literature of the 
dajjT. The propriety of a peremptory and uncompromising exck- 
sion of those catch-penny, but revolting publications which cultir 
▼ate the taste for the marvellous, the tragic, the horrible, and the 
supernatural — ^e lives and exploits of pirates, banditti and despe- 
radoes of every description— is too obvious to every reflecting mind, 
to require tiie slightest argument Unless parents desire that thek 
children should pursue the shortest and surest road to ignontmy, 
shame and destruction — should become the ready and apt imitflk- 
ten on a circumsoribed scale, of the pemicious models which they 
ave permitted and encouraged to study — they will frown indignant* 
ly on every attempt to place before their immature minds, w^k0» 
whose invariable and oidy tendency is disastrous, both to the m- 
tellect and the heart. 

The exclusion of works imbued to any perceptible extent wilk 
sectarianism, rests upon the great conservative prmciples which art 
at the foundation of our free institutions. Its propriety is readily 
conceded when applied to publications, setting forth, defending, or 
iUjistrating the peculiar tenets which distioguish any one of the 
numerous religious denominations of the day from the others. On 
this ground no controversy exists as to the line of duty. But it 
has been strongly argued that those ^< standard " theological publi- 
cations which, avoiding all controverted ground, contain general 
expositions of Christianity — ^which assume only those doctrines and 
principles upon which all ^* evangelical" deaominations of Chris- 
tians are agreed, are not obnoxious to any reasonable censure, and 
ought not, upon any just principles, to be exduded from the 
sdhool district library. There are two answers to this argument, 
either of lyhich is oondusive. The one is, that the works in qoes- 
tio9, however exalted may be, their merit, and however free froia 
just censure, on the ground of sectarianism, are strictly tkeologicai, 
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loctrinal or metaphysical; and therefore no more entitled to a 
plaoe in the district library than works devoted to the professional 
elucidation of law, medicine, pr any other learned professions* 
Their appropriate place is in the family, church or Sunday school 
Hhrary. The other answer is, that in every portion of our country 
are to be found conscientious dissenters from the most approved 
theological tenets of these commentator9 on Christianity ; ii^vi- 
duals who claim the right, either of rejecting Christianity alto- 
gether, (as the Jews,) or of so interpreting its fundamental doc- 
trines, as to place them beyond the utmost verge of " evangelical" 
liberality ; and this too, without, in any degree, subjecting themr- 
selves to any well-founded imputations upon their moral charac- 
ter as citizens and as men. The state, in the dispensation of it9 
bounty, has no right to trample upon the honest convictions and 
settled belief of this or of any other class of its citizens against 
whose demeanor, in the various relations of society, no aocusatioA 
can be brought; nor can it rightfully sanction the application. of 
any portion of those funds to which they, in common with othersi 
have contributed, to the enforcement of theological tenets to which 
they cannot conscientiously subscribe. Any work, therefore, which| 
departing from the inculcation of those great, enduring and cardi- 
nal elements of religion and morality which are ^impressed upon 
humanity as a part of its birth-right-^acknowledged by all upon 
whom its stamp is affixed, however departed from in practice, and 
incorporated into the very essence of Christianity as its pre-eminent 
and distinctive principle — shall descend to a controversy respecting 
the subordinate or collateral details of theology, however ably 
sustained atid numerously sanctioned, has no legitimate claim to a 
place in the school district library , nor can its admission be coun- 
tenanced consistently with sound policy or enlightened reason. 

The following general principles have been laid down in a 
Bpecial report on common school libraries, prepared under the 
direction of the department by Hei^ry S. Bandall, Esq., Coun* 
ty Superintendent of common schools of Cortland county, and mayr 
he regarded as the settled principles of the department in refer- 
ence to this clasjB of books : 

'^ 1. No works written professedly to uphold or attack any sect 
or eneed in our country, claisaing to be a religious one, i^all be 
tolerated in the sehool libraries. 

^ 2. Standard works on other topics shall not be excluded, be- 
eanse they kiQidentally and indirectly betray the religious opinions 
of their authors. 

** 3. Works avowedly on other topics which abound in direct and 
anreserved attacks on, or defences of,, the character of any religious 
sect ; or tho^e which hold up any religious body to contempt or 
execration, by singling out or bringing together only the darker 
parts qf its history or character, shall be excluded, fi'om the school 
Sbraries. 
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*'Ib it said that under the above nilesi heresy and error are 
put on the same footing with true religion — ^that Protestant and 
Catholic, orthodox and unorthodox, Universalist, Unitarian, Jew, 
and even Mormon, derive the same immunity ? The fact is coa- 
ceded ; and it is averred that each is equally entitled to it, in a 
government whose very Constitution avows the principle of a full 
and indiscriminate religious toleration. 

'' He who thinks it hard that he shall not be allowed to combat, 
through the medium of the school libraries, beliefs, the sin and 
error of which are as clear to him as is the light in Heaven, will 
bear in mind that the library at least leaves him and his religious 
Eeliefs, in as good a condition as it found him. K it will not pro- 
pagate his tenets, it will leave them uilattacked. If he is not allow- 
ed to use other men's money to purchase books to assault their te- 
ligious faiths, he is not estopped from expending his own as 
sees fit, in his private, or in his Sunday-school library — nor is he 
debarred from placing these books in the hands of all who are 
willing to receive them. His power of morally persuading his 
fellow men is left unimpaired ; nor will he, if he has any confi- 
dence in the recuperative energies of truth — ^if he believes his 
God will ultimately give victory to truth — ask more. In asking, ' 
or condescending to accept the support of an earthly 'government, 
he admits the weakness of his cause, the feebleness of his faith. 
He leans on another arm than that which every page in the Bible 
declares all-sufficient. In what age of the world has any church 
entered into meretricious connexion with temporal governments, 
and escaped unsullied from the contact ? Any approximation to 
such connexion, even in the minutest particular — any exclusive 
right or immunity given to one religious sect or another in the 
school library or elsewhere, is not only anti-religious, but anti-re- 
publican. As men we have the right to adopt religious creeds, 
. and to attempt to influence others to adopt them ; but as Ameri- 
cans, as legislators or officials dispensing privileges or immunities 
among American citizens, we have no right to know one reli^on 
fh>m another. The persecuted and wandering Israelite comes 
here, and he finds no bar in our naturalization laws. The mem- 
bers of the Roman, Greek, or En^ish church equally become 
citizens. Thoje adopting every hue of religious i^ith — every 
phase of heresy, take their place equally under the banner of the 
Republic — and no ecclesiastical power can snatch even 'the least 
of these' from under its glorious folds. Not an hour of confine- 
ment, not the amercement of a farthing, not the deprivation <^ a 
right or liberty weighing Mnthe estimation of a hair' can any such 
power impose on any American citizen, without his own full an 
entire acquiescence." 

With reference to the admission of novels, romances, and other 
works of the imagination, usually comprehended under the term 
|< light reading, " the proper course to be adopted cannot be bett^ 
illustrated than by the following extracts from a report of the mar 
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jority of a oommittee appointed by the Board of Commissioners of 
eommon schools of the citj of Utica, .understood to be from the 
pen of William J. Bacok, Esq., to examine the books in the 
scbool district library of the city, and to report, among other tlungs, 
as to the character and tendency of any c^jectionable works they 
might discorer therein. 

** The importance of applying the funds provided by the state, 
with rigid regard to their appropriate object, is so weighty — and 
the temptations to misapply them, in consequence of a present 
preyailing fondness for light and equivocal literature, are so strong, 
that your committee deem it proper to enter somewhat into an ex- 
amination of the principles which should govern those to whom is 
entrusted the responsible duty of making selections for school 
district libraries. 

"A library for instruction is a very different thing from a 
library for amusement. The circulating library of a place of pub- 
lic resort for invalids or persons in pursuit of ease and pleasure, 
is essentially of a trifling character : the library of a college, or 
eminent public institute, is composed of graver and more elevated 
productions. While the book shelves of a light young man are filled 
with frivolous and amusing works, those of a student display the 
treasures of standard literature. School district libraries should 
not fall below the dignity of usefulness ; in proportion as ihey do, 
they fail of fulfilling the true design of their institution. 

" A consideration of the object of instituting these libraries will 
enable us to judge pretty correctly of the general character of 
books which should compose them ; it is obviously, the informa- 
tion and improvement of the body of the people who can read, 
without reference to parties, sects, classes, callings, or professions. 
*Thp primary object of their institution,' says the Superintendent 
who recommended it, ' was to disseminate works suited to the in- 
tellectual improvement of the great body of the people, rather than 
to throw into school districts for the use of young persons, works 
rf a merely juvenile character.' It was, in the language of a suc- 
teeding Superintendent, Ho diffuse information — not only, or even 
chiefly, among children or minors — but among adults and 
those who j;iave finished their common school education.^ It 
was, in short, to provide a supplemental source of instruction to 
those on whom the common school has exhausted its more limited 
means. 

" Improvement and information, then, form the main object of 
these libraries. It is only thus that they become the proper sub- 
jects of public munificence. Entertainment, simply as entertain- 
inent,is not to be regarded in making selections for the school district 
library. It is no part of our public policy to provide' amusements 
for the people. In this particular we have improved not only on 
antiquity, but on many modern governments,, by substituting, in 
the place of vain and wasteful public shows and frivolities, those 
more substantial and elevating subjects of public bounty, which 
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consist in permanent and wise institutions, designed to fit our citi- 
zens for the proper discharge of their duties as members of a great 
community, whose duration and prosperity depend upon the know- 
ledge and virtue of the people. 

<* We first teach the children of the republic to read, and to ap- 
preciate instruction. We lead them to thirst for information, and 
then seek to open the fountains which may satisfy that thirst. 
The conlmon school is the first step in their advancement — ^the 
school district library is partially designed to be the second. It 
supplies information of a more varied and extensive sort — and if that 
information comes clothed in allurements of a virtuous, or entertain- 
ment of an innocent character, it is the more welcome on that 
account. These are mere incidents, however — when they appear 
alone, they want that,substantial recommendation which is neces- 
sary to secure their introduction into the school district library. 
Books designed for amusement simply — ^to while away a vacaQ.t 
hour, and be forgotten like ephemera — arecvidently no worthy 
occupants of the shelves of such a library. There is enough which 
is instructive and substantial to exhaust the public liberality, with- 
out squandering the well-meant beneficence of the state in tran- 
sient and trivial publications, which amuse to-day and to-morrow 
are rubbish. * The books, therefore,' says one of the Superintend- 
ents before quoted, ' should be such as will be useful among the 
inhabitants generally. They should not be children's books, or 
of a juvenile character, or light and frivolous tales and romances ; 
but works conveying solid information, which will eitcite a thirst 
for knowledge, and also gratify it, as far as such a library can.' " 

The following remarks from the annual report of the Superin- 
tendent of common schools, for the year 1844, will exhibit more 
fully the view taken of this branch of the subject by the depart- 
ment : 

" There is reason to apprehend that the oflicers charged with 
the duty of selecting books for these libraries have too generally 
failed to appreciate the importance of a suitable provision for the 
» intellectual and moral wants of the children of the district. Much 
misapprehension has existed on this subject, in consequence of 
the general prohibition, contained in the instructions heretofore 
communicated from this department, against the introduction into 
the school libraries of books of *a merely juvenile character.' The 
true principles upon which the selections for these institutions 
should be nuide, may be clearly inferred, as well from the origin^ 
design of the appropriation, as from the contemporaneous exposi- 
tion of the Superintendent, under whose immediate auspices it 
was first carried into effect The distribution of the fund pro- 
vided for this> purpose, was directed by the act under which it was 
supplied, to be made 4n like manner and upon the like condition 
as the school moneys are now or shall hereafter be distributed, 
except that the trustees of the several districts shall appropriate 
the sum received to the purchase of a district library.' The amount 



#f library nionej, therefore, under tkis provUioii, to which each 
district became entitled, was in proportion to the number of cMM- 
ren between the ages of five and sixteen, residing therein » com- 
pared with the a^regate number in all the districts, and not in 
proportion to the adult population merely, or the whole population 
combined. The primary object of the institution of district libra- 
ries, was declared in the circular of Gen. Dix accompanying the 
publication of the act of 1838, to be ^o disseminate works suited 
to the intellectual improvement of the great body of the people, 
rather than to throw into school districts for the use of the young, 
hooks of a merely juvenile character ; and that by collecting a large 
amount of useful information, where it will he easily accessible, 
the influence of these establishments can hardly fail to be in the 
highest degree salutary tp those who have finished their common 
school education, as well as to those who have not. The objeet 
ia view will probably be best answered by having books suitable 
for all ages above ten or twelve years, though the proportion for 
those of mature age ought to be by far the greatest.' When it is 
considered that the foundations of education are laid during the 
period of youth, and that the taste for reading and study is, with 
rare exceptions, formed and matured at this period, if at all, the 
importance of furnishing an adequate supply of books, adapted to 
Ae comprehension of the immature but expanding intellect — suit- 
ed to its various stages of mental growth, and calculated to lead it 
onward by a gradual transition, from one field of intellectual and 
Boral culture to another, cannot fail to be appreciated. And even 
tf the intellectual wants of many of the inhabitants of the districts, 
•f more mature age, are duly considered, it admits of little doubt 
that a due oroportion of works of a more familiar and elementary 
character fhan are the mass of those generally selected, would 
have a tendency not only to promote, but often to create that taste 
for mental pursuits which leads by a rapid and sure progression 
to a more extended acquaintance with the broad domains of know- 
ledge. Those whose circumstances and pursuits in life, have hith- 
erto precluded any systematic investigation of literary subjects, 
and who, if they possessed the desire, were debarred the means of 
intellectual improvement now brought within their reach, can 
acarcely be expected to pass at once to that high appreciation of 
■seful knowledge, which the perusal of elaborate treatise on any 
of the numerous branches of science or metaphysics requires ; and 
the fact brought to view by the annual reports of the County Su- 
perintendents, that by far the greater proportion of the inhabitants 
of the several districts neglect to avail themselves of the privileges 
of the library, indicates too general a failure, to supply these in- 
stitutions with the requisite proportion of elementary books. 

" In the selection of books for the district libraries, suitable 
provision should be made for every gradation of intellectual ad- 
vancement ; from that of a child, whose insatiable curiosity eager- 
ly prompts to a more intimate acquaintance with the world of mat- 
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ter and of xbind, to tbat of the most finislied scholar, who is pre- 
pared to augment his stock of knowledge by every means which 
may be brought within his reach. The prevalence of an enlight- 
ened appreciation of the requirements of our people in this respect, 
has already secured the application of the highest grade of mental 
and moral excellence to the elementary departments of literature : 
and works adapted to the comprehension of the most immature 
intellect, and at the same time conveying the most valuable in- 
formation to more advanced minds, have been provided — wholly 
jfree, on the one hand, from that puerility which is fit only for the 
nursery, and on the other, from those generalizations and assump- 
tions which are adapted only to advanced stages of mental progress. 
A more liberal infusion of this class of publications, sanctioned 
by the approbation of the most experienced friends of education 
into our district libraries, would, it is confidently believed, remove 
many of those obstacles to their general utility, which otherwise 
are liable to be perpetuated from generation to generation." 

It is the duty of the trustees to provide a plain and sufficient 
case for the library, with a good lock, if the district shall have 
neglected to do so. They are also to cause the books and case to 
be repaired as soon as may be, when injured ; and to provide suf- 
ficient wrapping paper to cover their books, and the necessary 
writing paper to enable the librarian to keep minutes of the de- 
livery and return of books. These are proper expenses for the 
preservation and repair of the books, and are to be 'defrayed by a 
tax on the district, which is to be added by the trustees to any tax 
voted by a district meeting. It is not necessary that the tax to 
defray these expenses should be voted by the inhabitants x>f the 
district ; it is to be assessed and collected in the same manner as 
a tax for building or repairing a school-house, or to furnish it with 
necessary fuel and appendages. 

The trustees of each school district are required, at the time of 
making their annual reports, to deliver to the Town Superinten- 
dent of common schools of their town, a catalogue containing the 
titles of all the books in the district library, not previously report- 
ed, with the number of volumes of each set or series, and the con- 
dition of such books, whether sound, or injured, or defaced. This 
catalogue must be signed by them and by the librarian. 

Trustees are authorized by the regulations of the Superintendent 
in pursuance of law, to impose the following fines : 

1st. For each day's detention of a book beyond the time allowed 
by the regulation, six cents, but not to be imposed for more thaa 
ten days' detention. 

2d. For the destruction or loss of a book, a fine equal to the 
full value of the book, or of the set, if it be one of a series, with 
the addition to such value of ten cents for each volume. And om 
the payment of such fine, the party fined shall be entitled to the re- 
sidue of the series. If he has also been fined for detaining such 
book, then the said ten cents shall not be added to the value. 
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3d. For any injury which a book may sustain after it shall be 
taken out by a borrower, and before ifs return, a fine may be im- 
posed of SIX cents for every spot of grease or oil upon the cover or 
upon any leaf of the volume; for writing in or deficinjy any book 
not less thai ten cents, nor more than the value of the book ; for 
cuttiiia or te'inng the cover, or the binding or any leaf, not less 
than ten cents, nor more than the value of the book. 

4th. If a leaf be torn out, or so defaced or mutilated that it 
banuot be read, or if any thing he written in the vohime, or any 
other injury done to it, which renders it unfit (or general circula- 
tion, the trustees will consider it a deslru tion of tiie book, and 
will impose a fine accordingly, as above provided in case of loss 
of a book. 

5ih, When a book /hall have been detained seven days beyond 
the twenty days allowed by the regulations, the librarian is to 
give notice to the borrower to return the same within three days. 
If not returned at Uiat time, the trustees may consider the book 
lost or destroyed, and may impose a fine fur its destruction in ad- 
dition to the fines for its detention. 

Previous to the imposition of any fine, two days' written or 
verbal notice is to be given by any trustee, or the librarian, or any 
other person authorized by either of them, to the person charged^ 
vto show cause why he should not be fined for the all«*ged ofience 
or neglect ; and if within t^at time good cause be not shown, the 
trustees must impose the fine herein prescribed. No other excuse 
for an extraordinary injury to a bcmk, that is, for such an injury 
as would not be occasioned by its ordinary use should be received, 
except the fact that the book was as much injured when ii was 
taken out by the person charged, as it was when he returned it. 
As such loss must fall on some one, it is more just that it should 
be borne by the party whose duty it was to take care of the 
volume, than by the district. Negligence can be prevented, and 
disputes avoided, only by the adnption of this rule. Subject to 
these general principles the imposition of all, or any of these fines, 
is disc ret ionar If with the trustees, and they shonid ordinarily be 
imposed only for rr'7/)// or ntfpnhltf n^glfq'pnf injuries to bo-ks, 
or where the di.<»trict actually sustains a loss, or serious injury. 
Reasonable excuses for the detention of the books beyond the 
twenty days, should in all cases be received. 

The librarian is to inform the trustees of every notice given by 
him to show cause ag•iin^t the imposition of a fine; and they are 
to assemble at the time and phice appointed by him, or by any 
notice given by them, or any one of them ; and to hear the ch irge 
' and defence. They are to keep a book of minutes, in which eveiy 
fine imposed by them, and the cause, shall be entered and signed 
by them, or the major part of them. Such original minutes, or a 
copy certified by them, or the major part of them, or by the clerk 
of the district, is made conclusive evidenct; of the fact that a fine 
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was imposed as stated in «iich minutes^according to the rpgulations. 
It is the duty of iriujtees to prosecute proin;>tly i'or the collec- 
tion of all fines imposed by them. Fines colJected f(tr the deteii- 
tion of books, or far injuries to them, are to be applied to defray 
the expense of repairing the books in the library. Fines colleo* 
ted for the loss or destruction of any book, or of a set or series of 
books, are to be applied to the purchase of the same or other 
suitable books. 

VII. ANNUAL REPORT OF TRUSTEES. 
1. WHEN TO BE MADE, AND WHAT TO CONTAIN, 

By section 1 16 of the act of 1847, (No. 136,) trustees are re- 
quired to make and transmit their annual reports to the Town 
Superintendent, between the^rs^ arid fifteenth days of January 
in each year. By § 115, (No. 137,) such, report is to be dated 
on the first day of January, and must specify : 

1. The whole time any school has been kept in their district 
daring the year ending on the day previous to the date of such 
report, and distinguishing what portion of the time such school 
has been kept by qualified teachers : 

2. The amount of moneys received from the Town Superin- 
tendent of common schools, during such year, and the manner in 
which such moneys have been expended : 

3. The number of children taught in the district during siich 
year, and the name and age of each ^hild : 

4. The name and age of each child residing in the district, on the 
}ast day of December previous to thf making of such report oTer 
theage of four years and under twenty-one years of age, (except In- 
dian children, otherwise provided for by Uw,) and the names of 
the parents or other persons with whom such children shall re- 
spectively reside and the number of children residing with each. 

5. The amount of money paid for teachers' wages, in addition 
to the public money paid therefor, the amount of tsvxes levied in 
said district for purchasing school-house sites, for building, hiring, 
purchasing, repairing and insuring school -houses, for fuel, for sup- 
plying deficiencies in rate-bills, for district libraries or for any 
other purpose allowed by law, and such other information in 
relation to the schools and the (fistricts as the Superintendent of 
common schools may from time to time require. 

By virtue of the authority conferred on the Superintendent, 
under this provision, they are also required to state in their an- 
nual reports, 

1. The number of books belonging to their district library pa 
the last day of December in each year : 

2. The number of times the school in their district has been 
inspected and visited by the Town Superintendents, re:<pectively, 
during the year reported : 

3. The names of vhe i^everal school books in use in the school 
iu their district,. during buch year: 
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4. The numl)er of pupils who have attended the school in sniA 
district for a term less than two raonihs, during the saiJ year ; thd 
number attending two, and les^s than four months ; the nuuiber 
attending four and less than six months; the number attendinff 
six and less than eight months ; the number attending eight ana 
less than ten months; the number attending ten and less than 
twelve months; and the number attending twelve months: 

5. Tlie number of select and private schools in their district, 
other than incorporated seminaries, and the average nminber of 
pupils attending ihem during the preceding year : 

6. The number of colored children between the ages of fouf 
and twenty-one years, attending any school for such children 
established in the district, and instructed therein at least six 
months by a teaxher duly licensed, specifying the number attend*- 
ing from different districts, designating sttch districts, and thd 
number from each, the amount of public money received from thn 
Town Superintendent for such schools^ during the year endinf 
with the date of their report^ and the amount paid for the compei>» 
sation of such teacher, over and above the public money so received» 

One of the most icaportant items in the annual report of trustee^ 
is the number of children residing in the district between the agea 
of 4 and 21, as it affords the most sure and practical test of tha 
progress of primary education. There is reason to believe, thai 
the reports have heretofore been very inaccurate in this respectr 
Some difficulty bai?, it is true, been experienced in determining 
with the requisite precision, the children proper to be included 
within the boundaries of the several districts ; but the specific pro- 
visions of the late act, § 118, (No. 13.8,) will, it is believed, remove 
every difficulty of this kind. By that section it is required thai 
the reports shall include all children over 4 and under 21, who, at 
the date of the report, are actually in the district, composing pari 
of the family of their employers, &c., residing at the time in tlia 
district, although such residence, — that is of the employerSi 
parents, &c., be temporanj. But children belonging to the family 
of a person who is an inhabitant of another district, are not to b« 
included. If therefore a person who is not an inhabitant of some 
other district, resides temporarily in a given district, all the child- 
ren belonging to his family are to be reported. The law embraces 
a class of persons who were not before enumerated in any dis- 
trict — tho-«e whose parents or employers bad not gained a residence 
in the state. 

Children attending an academy, are to be enumerated, onTj 
where their parents are actually residents of the district ia which 
the academy is situated. — Com. School Dec. 58. 

Trustees are expressly prohibited by law from including in theif 
enuim»inlit>n children supported at a county poor-house, § 117, 
<No. 137.) 

The children of a mnn removing on the last day of Decemhef 
from one distri<;t to another, are to be enupieratcd in (he distriel 
into which he moves. The enumeration is made with a view to 
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the apportionment of the money for the succeeding year ; and if if 
proper ihat the money drawn upon the basis of that enumeration 
should as far as possible, go to the district in which the children 
enumerated are to reside, and in which the money received for 
their benefit is to be expended. — Com. School Dec, 216. 

A man cannot, however, gain a residence in a place unless he 
go'es there with the intention of remaining. Where, therefore, an 
inhabitant of a school district leaves such district with the whole 
or a portion of his family a few days previous to the last of De- 
cember, and goes into another district, where after remaining a 
few days, he returns to the former district, his children are never- 
theless to be enumerated by the trustees of the district to which he 
evidently belongs. — Per Young, Sup^t, 

Form of a district report to he made hy the Trustees to the Town 

Superintendent of Common Schools. 

To the Town Superintendent of common schools of the town of 

We, the trustees of school district number in said town, in 
eonformity with the statutes relating to common schools, do certify 
tnd report,that the whole time any school has been kept in our dis- 
trict during the year ending on the date hereof, and since the date 
of the last report for the said district is, [here insert the whole time 
rnny school has been kept in the district school-house, although fan* a 
part of that time it may have been kept hy teachers not duly quaH- 
Jied,"] and that during said year and since the date of said last 
report suCh school has been kept by a teacher [or teachers as the 
ease may he,"] after obtaining a certificate of qualification, accor- 
ding to law, is [here insert the time with precision:'] that the 
amount of money apportioned to our district by the Town Super- 
intendent of common schools during the said year and since the 
date of the said last report, except library money, is [here insert 
the whole amount, excepting library money, although it may have 
been received in whole or in part by predecessors in office^l and that 
the said sum has been applied on our order to the jmyment of the 
eompensation of teachers employed in the said district and licens 
sed as the statute prescribes. [If the amount apportioned has 
not been expended, the reason for such omission should be parficu' 
larly specified.'] That the amount of library money received in 
our district from the Town Superintendent of common schools 
during said year and since the date of the said last report, is [here 
insert the whole amount of library money, although it may have 
been received in whole or in part hy predecessors in office.] and 
that the said sum has been applied to the purchase of a library 
for the district, [or to the purchase of a map of the State of New 
York, a terrestrial globe ^ a black-hoard, S^c, (specifying particularly 
the articles purchased) in pursuance of a vote of the district at a 
'Special meeting called and held aocording to law.] That the 
number of volumes belonging to the district libraiy and on band 
on the last day ot December last^ is [here insert the whole number 
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of volumes,'] That the number of children taught in said district, 
during said year and since last reporl^is [^kere insert the same^ not 
by conjecture^ hut by reference to the teacher^ list, or other aut/ieri' 
tic sources.'] That of the said children (10) attended less thaft 
two months; (5) tw^o months and less than four; (8) four months 
and less than six ; (4) six months and Jess than eight ; eighi 
months an4 less than ten ; ten months and less than twelve i 
twelve months. And that the number of children residing in our 
district on the last day of December last, who are over four and 
jurfder twenty-one years of age, is [here insert the number, taking 
in such as resided in the district on the last day of December, and 
who were then over Jour and under twenty-one years of age,] and 
that the names of the parents, and other persons with whom such 
children respective reside, and the number residing with each are 
contained in schedule A. annexed. 

[Jf a colored school has been taught in ike district the following 
* should be added :] 

That the number of colored children between the ages of 4"and 
twenty-one years attending a school taught in our district during 
the year aforesaid, by a licensed teacher for at least six months, 
was [24 ;] of whom [ 1 0] resided in said district, [5] attending 
IVom district No. 5, [4] trom district No. 7, p] from district No. 
6, and [3] from district No. 19. That the whole amount of pub- 
lic money received from the Town Superintendent of common 
schools of our town, during the year aforesaid, for the use of said 
colored school, was S and that the said sum has been applied 
to the compensation of the teacher thereof; and that the amount 
paid to such teacher, over and above the public money so receiv- 
ed, was S .] 

And we further report, that our school has been visited by the 
Town Superintendent times, during the year preceding thfe 
report, and that the sura paid for teachers* wages, over and above 
the public moneys apportioned to said district, during the same 
Ijfear, amounts to $ . \^Is to be filled with the sum total of aU 
the school bills for the year, after applying the school money to ths 
payment of such wages ] That the school books in use in said 
district during said year, are the following, viz: [Here specify 
the titles of all the text boohs used in the school during the severed 
terms. That there have been private or select schools, not 
incorporated, taught in said district during the year aforesaid, and 
that the average number of pupils in attendance therein was, 
\^Here state the number as near as can he ascertained,] 

Dated at the first day of January, in the year of our 

L(9k*d one thousand eight hundred and 

A. B ) 

C. D. y Trustees^ 

E. F.) • / 
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Form of a Dutnct Report^ y^here the district is formed out oftwp 

or more adjoining towns^ 

To the Town Superintendent of common schools of the town of 

We, the trui?tees of school district number , formed partly 
out of said town, and partly out of the adjpihiHg town of , do, iii 
eonformity with the statutes relating to common schools, certify and 
* |'ef)ort, 

That the school house in said district is situated ki the towa 
of . That the whole time any school has 

been kept in our district, during the year ending on the date 
thereof, and since the date of the last report for said dis- 
trict, is Inhere' insert tke whole time any school has been kept 
in the district school-hottsr, althovgh for a part of that time it 
may have been kept by teachers duly qualified^ and that the time 
during said year and since the date of said la-^t report, such school 
has been kept by a teacher, \or teachers^ as the case may Je,] after 
obtaining a certificate of i|uaHfication according to law is [here in* 
$ert the time with precision.] That the amount of money appor- 
tioned to our district by the Town Superintendents of commoa 
ichools, during the said year, and since the date of the said la^t 
report, excepting library money, is [here insert the whole amount 
excepting library money, although it may have been received in 
whole or in part by predecessors in ojffice,^ and that of the said auia 
of money so- as above stated to have been apportioned to our said 
iltstrict, to be applied to the payment of teachers' wages, the sum 
of wa^ apportioned for and on account of that part of said dis- 

trict lying in the said town of and the sum of for. and 

on account of the other part thereof lying and being in said town 
of and that the said sum has been applied, on our order, to 

the payment of the compensation of teachers employed in said 
district, and licensed as the statute prescribes. That the amouAl 
of library money received in our district from the Town Superin- 
tendent of common schools during said year, and since the date of 
•aid last report, [here insert the whole amount of library money^^ 
although it may have been received in whole or in part hy predeceS' 
$ors in ojfftce,'] that of the said sum of money so as above stated 
to have been received in our said district for the purchase of a 
district library the Hum of , was received for and on account 

of that part of said district lying in said tqwn oi and the 

•urn of for and on account of the other part thereof lying 

and being in the said town of and that the said sum was^ 

on or before the first day of October last, applied to the purchase 
of a library for the district, Lor to the purchase of maps] globes^ SfC* 
(specii'ying the articles purchased) in pursuance of a vote of the 
district at a special meeting called and held in the manner pre-' 
scribed by Ihw.^ That the number of volumes belonging to the 
district library and on hand on the last day of December last, is 
[here insert the whole number of volumes.^ That the number of 



eliildren taught in said diMWet during said year, and Binee said 
la^t report, is [hfre iusertHhe $ame^ not by conjecture, but by re^ 
ference to the teachers^ list or other authentic sowrce*.] That of 
the said cliiWren [10] attended less thai two montiis, [8] two 
months and less than four, [6] four months and less than six, [8] 
six months and li't«s>than eigiit, [3]eiglit months and less than ten,* 
ten months and less than twelve, twelve months. And that 
the number of children residing in our district on the last day of 
I>eeember last, who were over four and under twenty-one years 
of age, is \_here insert the number y taking in such as at^tuc^ly re* 
side in the district on said day, and ufhd iff ere then over four and 
under twenty-one years ofage.^ and that the names of t lie parent! • 
or other persons with whom such children respectively reside, 
and the number residing with each are contained in schedule A. 
annexed. 

[^1/ a colored school has been taught in tJte district the following 

should be addtd :] 

That the number of colored childrf»ti between the ages of 5 and 
16 years attending a school taujrht in our district during the year 
aforer^aid, by a licensed teacher for at least four months, ('24,) of 
whom (lO^ reside in said district, (o) attendtnl from district No, 
6, (4) from district No. 7, (2) from district No. €, and (3J from 
district No. 19. That the whole amount of public money received' 
from the Town Superintendent of common schools of our towft 
during the year aforesaid, for the use of said colored school, "^^ 
$ , and that the said sum has been applied to the compensa- 
- tion of the teacher thereof; and that the amount paid to such 
teacher over and above the pnl^lic money so received, was 8 .] 
That of the said children, so as above stated to have been taught 
in our said district, the number belonging to that part of said dis-- 
trict lying in said town of is , and that the number 

belonging to the other part thereof, lying in said town of is 

. That of the said children between the said ages of four 
imd twenty-one years, so as above, stated to reside in our district, 
the number residing in that part of said district lying in saidtoWa 
of is , and that the nuinber residing in the Other pari' 

thereof, lyirtg in said town of i^ 

And we do further wpott that 6nr school has been inspected hy 
the 'f own Superintendent during the past year [^once or tuncSf 
or not at cUl, as the case tnay be ] That the sum paid 
for teachers' wages in said district, over and above the pub-' 
lie money ianportioned to said district, during the same year, 
amounts to f ceYrts, of which dollars eentB^ 

Were paid by that pait of the distri(;t lying in the town of 
*and dotlaris centij, by that part lying in the towt 

6f . ^ 
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[ This blank is to be Jiled with the sum toted of all the school bilk 
for lite year^ which are made out after 4ipplyiuy the school iiioney 
to the payment of the teacJwrs^ wagtS'^ 

That the school bookt^ in use in said district, during said year, 
are the following, viz : \^Here specify the title of all the text books 
used in the school during the several termsS\ That there have been 
private or select schools, not incorporated,, taught in said dis- 
trict during the year aforesaid, and that the averajje number of 
pupils in attendance therein was \Jiere state the number as near cts 

can be ascertained.^ * 

, Dated at , this first day of January in the yearfcf our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and 

A. B.) 

C. D. > Trustees. 
E. F.) 
By § 145 of the act of 1847, (No. 168,) "Town Superintendents 
of common schools, and trustees and clerks of school districts, re- 
fusing or wilfully neglecting to make any report, or to perform, 
any other duty required by law, or by regulations or decisions made 
under the authority of any statute, shall severally forfeit to their 
town, or to their, district, as the case may be, for the use of the 
common schools therein, the sura of ten dollars for each such neg- 
lect or refu;$al, which penalty shall be sued for and collect- 
ed by the supervisor of the town, and paid over to the proper of^ 
ficers, to be distributed for the benefit of the common schools in the 
town or district to which such penalty belongs ; and^when the 
share of school or library money apportioned to any town or dis- 
trict, or school, or any portions thereof, or any money to which a 
town or distiict would have been entitled, shall be lost in conse- 
(fuence of any wilful neglect of official duty by any Town Super- 
intendent of common schools, or trustees or clerks of school dis- 
tricts, the officers guilty of such neglect shall forfeit to the town 
or district the full amount, with interest, of the moneys so lost ; and 
they shall be jointly and severally liable for the payment of such 
forfeiture-" 

By § 123, of the school act, (No. 143,) "Every trustee of a 
flehool dii<trict, or separate neighborhood, who shall sign a false re- 
port to the Town Superintendent of common schools of his town, 
with the intent of causing such Town Superintendent to apportion 
and pay to hisNdi.^trict or neighborhood, a larger sum than its just 
proportion of the school moneys of the tow^n, shall, for each offi^nce, 
forfeit the sum of twenty -five dollars, and shall also.be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor.*' 

, By § 15 of chap. 382, of Laws of 1849, « Whenever it shall be 
satisfactorily proven to the State Superintendent that any county 
or town supeHn ten dent, or other school officer, has embezzled the 
p^Hc money, or any money coming into his bands for school pur- ' 
poses, or has been guilty of the wilful violation of any law, or 
neglect of any duty or of disoibeying any decision, order or^regu- 
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lation of the Department of Common Schools^, the State Su*penn- 
tandent is hereby authorised to remove such officer from suchorlice, 
by an order under the seal of otfiue of th<? Secretary of State." 

Till. TRUSTEES ACCOUNTING TO THEIR v^UCCESSORS, PA YING 
OVER BALANCES AND DELIVERING PAPERS TO THEJ^l 

By § 125, et, seq. of the school act, (No. 145, et. seq.,) "The 
trustees of each school district shall, once in each year, render to 
tlie district, at its annual meeting, a just and true account, in wri- 
ting, of all mojieys received by them respectively, for the use of 
their district, and of the manner in which the same shall have 
been expended ; which account shall be delivered to the district 
clerk, and be filed and recorded by him. Any balance of such 
moneys, which shall appear from such account to remain in the 
hands of the trustees, or either of them, at the time of rendering 
the account, shall immediately be paid to. some one or more of their 
successors in otfice. Every trustee who shall j-efuse or neglect ta 
render such account, or to pay over any balance so found in his 
hands, shall, for each offence, forfeit the sum of twenty-live dol- 
lars. 

" It shall be the duty of his successors in office, or of the Town 
Superintendent, to prosecute without delay, in thei^r ntme of otfice, 
for the recovery of such forfeiture ; and the moneys recovered 
shall be applied by them to the use and benefit of their district 
scliQols. Such successors shall al.^o have the same remedies for 
the recx>very of any unpaid balance in the hands of a former trus-. 
tee, or his representatives, as are given to the Town Superintend- 
ent of Common Schools against a former Superintendent and his 
representatives; and the moneys recovered shall be applied by 
them to the use of their district, in the same manner aS if they 
had been paid without suit. All bonds or securities taken by the 
trustees from the collector of their district, shall, on the expiraUoa 
of their office, be delivered over by them to their successors in of- 
fice." 

IX. SUITS BY AND AGAINST TRUSTEES. 
!• SUITS BT TEUSTEks. 

By § 74, Laws of 1847, (No- 96,) trustees are authorized to 
sue for and recover the moneys due upon any security taken by 
them or their predecessors in offi<5^< on the sale of the school-house 
and site of their district, in the cases provided for by that section, 
with interest and costs. 

By§ ^9, (No. ll"^,) trustees are authorized to prosecute for the 
amount due on a tax list or rate-bill, s^ainst non -residents of their 
district, where no goods or 4$hattels can be found in the district 
.whereon to levy. 
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By § 114, (No. 134,) they are directed, in case the moneys ap- 
portioned to their district are withheld by the Town Superintend- 
' ent, to prosecute for the recovery thei'eof, with interest, or to pur- 
sue such other remedy for the recovery thereof as is or shall be 
given by law. This provision, it is supposed, is applicable only to 
cases of illegal detention in the hands of the Town Superintendent 
of money apportioned to a district, and not to the witlihohling of 
such money inconsequence of the discovery of some illegality or 
informality in the reports from the districts. Where the riirht of 
the district to its share is i neon test ible, and the amount is srill with 
held for any reason, the trustees are directed to prosecute, and the 
proper remedy in such a case would be an action of assumpsit for 
monev had and received to the use of the district or teacher against 
sach Town Superintendent. 

By § 128, (No. 148,) trustees are directed to prosecute their 
predecessors for the recovery of the forfeiture of twenty-five dol- 
lars, incurred by a refusal or neglect to account, or to pay over any 
balance due from them, on the expiration of their terra of office, 
and to apply the money recovered to the use and benefit of their 
school ; and by § 129, (No. 149.) they are authorized to prosecute 
for any unpaid balance in the hands of a former trustee, or his rep- 
resentatives, and directed to apply the amount recovered to the use 
of the district, In the same manner as if it had been paid without 
soit. 

By § 102, (No. 125,) they are also amhorized to prosecute for 
the recovery, with interest and costs, of all forfeitures incurred by 
a Collector, and unpaid balances in his hands, and to apply the mo- 
neys recovered in the same manner as if paid whhout suit. 

By § 61, (No 83,) trustees are to prosecute for the recovery of 
the fine of ten dollars, whh costs of suit, imposed upon any 
inhabitant, voting at any school district meeting, without being 
qualified. 

2. SUITS JlGAINST TRUSTEES. 

It is conceived that an essential service may be rendered to offi- 
cers connected with common schools, by informing them of some 
general principles to show the extent of their liability to suits by 
individuals 

Officers required hy law to exercise their jodgments are not an- 
swerable for mistakes of law, or mere errors of judgment, without 
any fraud or malice. Jenkins v$, Wdldron^ iith JohnsorCs Re^ 
ports^ 114. 

A public officer who is required by law to act in certain cases, 
according to liis judgment or opinion, and subject to penalties for 
his necrlect, is not iable to a party for an omi«sio^ arising from a 
mistake or want of skill, if acting in good faith. Seaman vs, Pat' 
font, 2d Gainers Reports, 312. 

But an officer entrusted by the cotnmon law or by statute, is lia*' 
. ble to an action for negligence in the performance of his Uu^^ or« 
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for fraud or npglect in the execution of his office. Jenner vs. Jo- 
liffe, 9 John, Rep, 381. 

Aiul an officer who commandii an act to be done by issuing a 
tvarrant or other processi, if he act without jurisdiction of* the sub- 
ject matter, or of tlie [)er;?on, is liable as a trespasser. Horton vs, 
Auchmoody^ 7 Wendell, 200. Hut if he have jurisdiction, errors 
in judgment do not t^uliject him to an action. 

Mere irregularities in proceedings will not render an officer hav- 
ing ('scretionary poweis, or acting as a judge, liable to a civil suit 
There is a large class of cases, in which the remedy is only by 
plea to the proceedi.ijis or by writ of error. — See Batlfr vs. Potter 
17 Johnu, 145, and Griffin vs. MitchelU 2 CowevUs Rap. 548. 

The collector or othir officer yi\\o executes process, has peculiar 
protection. li^ is protected, although the court or officer issuing 
such process have not, in fact, jurisdiction of the case ; if on the 
face of the process, it appears that such court or officer had juris- 
diction of the subject matter^ and nothing appears in such pro- 
cess to apprise the officer but thai there was jurisdictioji of the 
person of the party allectejd by the process. Savacool vs. Bough- 
ton, 5 WendeWs Reports^ 170. 

A contract made by all the trustees,'and signed by two, is bind- 
ing ; and where a contract is signed or a warrant issued by twa 
trustees, the presence of tlie third will be presumed, until the con- 
trary be shown. Two trustees can contract against the will of tlie 
third, if he was duly notified of a meeting of the trustees, or was 
consulted and refused to act. — McKoy vs. Courtree, 9 Wendell^ 
17. 

When a district votes a tax to purchase a new site, and* build a 
•chool-honse thereon, where the consent of the Town Superintend- 
ent had not been obtained for a change of the site, [the district nol 
being an altered one.] the trustees are liable in trespass for making 
out a tax list and issuing a warrant for the collection of sugh tax ; 
on the ground that the district had no authority to vote snch a tax. 
Baker vs. Freeman^ 9 Wendell^ 36. 

Trustees are not liable as trespassers for omitting to insert tb» 
aames of all tlie taxable inhabitants in the tax list, where there is 
DO evidence of bad fltith on. their part,' — Boston vs. Calendar, 11 
Wendell, 90. 

Subordinate tribunals are not liable as trespassers for acta done 
growing out of aai error of judgment.— i5. 

Trustees are liable in trespass for making out their tax list up* 
on any other basis than the last aspessment roll of the town, af^eri^ 
has been reviewed and finally settled by the assessors. — Alexander 
•98. Hoyt, 7 Wend. 89. 

Inlifibitants of a district must vote d preHse and definite sum atf 
a tax for building a school-house or any other purpose, and trus^ 
tees will not be authorized to issue their warmnt to levy a tax un- 
der a general vote. — Robinson vs. Bodge, 18 Johns 851. 
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TrusteevS in office are liable on the contracts of their predeces- 
sors for the employmcni of te^ichers, persjonally, beeuuse tliej have 
the means of indemnifying theniselves, and those who made the 
contract are not liable after the expiration of their term of office.^ 
Silver vs, Cvmming^l Wendell, 181. 

The court intimate a distinction between thoi^e cases where the 
trustees arp not to act unless money is previously raised, and those 
where itjistobe collected subsequent to the performance of the work. 
In the first class of cases they are not to incur responsibilities be- 
yond the means in their possession ; they render themselves per- 
sonally responsible, and their successors are not holden. The first 
class of cases would seem to include those only which are si>ccified 
in sub. 5 of § 82, (No. 103,) and those in which blank books, maps, 
globes, black boards and other school apparatus may be procured 
by means of a j)revious tax. In these cases successors are suppo- 
sed not to to be liable, unless money comes into their hands for the 
purpose. 

In all other cases, it is supposed successors are liable on the con- 
tracts of their predecessors. ' 

It is quite ihaportant to trustees to know that the decisions of 
this department have been, uniformly, that their costs in any suit 
cannot be paid by a vote of the district to levy a tax for that pur- 
pose, as the only purposes for which a tax can be voted are speci- 
fied in the statutes, and this is not among them. 

Questions respecting the liability of trustees for their joint acts 
and for the acts of each other are frequently presented. It becomes 
proper to state the grounds and limits of their responsibility in this 
respect, that they may be better enabled to guard against its conse- 
quences.* 

The object being to secure fidelity to the trust and to prevent 
negligence and fraud, the rules which govern in the cases of exec- 
utors, guardians and other private trustees, roust be appi cable to 
officers Jiolding a similar fiduciary relation to the public, and there- 
fore the principles which hav« been settled in those cases by the 
courts, will be the guide in determining the extent of the liability 
of the trustees. 

The general rule, as laid down by an eminent jurist, (Story oa 
Equity Jurisprudence,) and sustained by the adjudged cases, is, 
that joint trustees are responsible only for their own acts, and not 
for the acts of each other, unless they have made some agreement 
by which they have expressly agreed to be bound for each other ; 
or have, by their voluntary conopemtion or connivance, enabled tlie 
other to accomplish an object in violation of the trust. This rule 
IB exemplified in the following cases : 

1. Where money has been received jointly, all are in ^neral 
liable for its apfdication, and a joint receipt is presumptive evi- 
dence of the fact that it came to the hands of all ; but either may 
show that his joining in the receipt was formal or necessary, and 
that the whole of the money was in fact received by his conipan* 
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ions. And if it was misapplied before there was a reasonable op- 
portunity to control it, lie would not be responsible. 

2. When by a?iy positive act, direction or agreement, of one 
joint trustee, the money is paid over and comes to the hands of 
the others, when it might and should have been otherwise con- 
trolle<l or secured by both, then each will be chargeable for the 
whole. 

Thi-re is great difficulty in applying this rule fo the ca.se of 
trustees of common schools. The money for distribution cannot 
be in the hands of more than one; there are ordinarily no means 
of insuring a control over it by all) by depositing it in a bank ot 
other place of security, and there is no authority by whicii any 
two trustees could require the third to give security for its faithful 
disbursement. One has a? much right to its custody as ant)ther. 
The simple fact, therefore, that public money has been received by 
one and misapplied, cannot in itself render the others liable. It 
would seem therefore, that there should be some act of omission 
of commission on the part of the others to render them liable for 
the misconduct of their associate ; and here the following rule 
seems better adapted to the case : 

3. If one trustee wrongfully suffer the other to detain the trust 
money a long time in his own hands without security, or should 
lend it to him on his simple note, or should join with the other in 
lending it on sufficient security, in all such cases he would be held 
liable for any loss. Of course, a trustee who has connived at or 
been privy to an embezzlement of the trust money would be liable. 
And if it be mutually agreed between them that one shall have 
the exclusive management of one part of the trust property, and 
the other of another part, both would be liable for the acts of each. 

Considering the equal rights and powers of each trustee, that 
the law has made no provision for requiring security from them, 
and the gross injustice of making an officer responsible for the 
misconduct of an associate over whom he has no control they 
ought not to be held liable for each other's acts unless there be 
some evidence of participation or connivance, like tho.se speciiied 
in the third class of cases above mentioned. 

By section 108, of title 4, chaj). 8, part 3, Rev. ^tat., p. 476, 
vol. 2, 1st edition, [§ 112, p. 390 2d edition, vol. 2,] it is provided 
that in suits against trustees of school districts, and other officers, 
" the debt, damages or costs recovered agamst them, shall be col- 
lected in the same manner as against individuals ; and the amount 
so collected shall be allowed to them in their official accounts." 
It is presumed that this provision does not relate to actions for 
personal delinquences, but to those only which arise out of an offi- 
cial duty. As the recoveries are to be ** allowed them in their 
accounts," it is implied that they may retain the amount of monies 
in thttir hands, and set off the sums recovered. But this cannot 
apply to the public school moneys, as those moneys are appropri- 
ated by law to specific purposes, and cannot be diverted to anj 
other. 
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By S 146, of the act of 1847, (No. 16^,) it is provided tlmt «ia 
any suit which shall hereafter be commenced against Town Super- 
intendents of ct)mmon sclioob, or officers of school districts, for 
aiiy act performed by virtue oi', or under color of, their offices, or 
for any refusal or omission to perform any duty enjoined by law, 
and which might have been the subject of an appeal to the Super- 
intendent, no costs shall be allowed to the plaintiff in cases where 
the court sliall certify that it appeared on the trial of the cause 
that the defendants acted in good faith. But this provision shall 
not extend to suits for |)enalties, nor to suits or proceedings to 
enforce the decisions of the Superintendent." 

By g 1, of chap. 172, laws of 1847. as amended by chap. 388, 
laws of 1849, it is provided that " whenever a suit shall have been 
commenced, or shall hereafter be commenced against the trustees 
of a school district, in consequence of acts by them performed in 
pursuance of and by the direction of such district, for any act 
performed by virtue of, or under color of their office, and such suit 
fihall have been finally determined, or whenever after the final 
determination of any suit commenced by or against any trustees 
or other officers of a school district, a majority of the taxable 
inhabitants of any school district shall so determine, it shall be the 
duty of the trustees to ascertain in the manner hereinafter described, 
the actual amount of all costs, charges and expenses paid by such 
officer, and to cause the same to be assessed upon and collected of 
the taxable inhabitants of said district, in the same manner as 
other taxes of said district are by law assessed and collected, and 
when 80 collected to pay th^ same over to the officer, by virtue of 
this act, entitled to receive the same ; but this provision shall not 
extend to suita for penalties, nor suits or proceedings to enforce the 
decision of the superintendent. 

By § 2. '* Whenever any person mentioned in the first section 
of this act shall have paid any costs, charges or expenses as men- 
tioned in said first section, he shall make out an account of such 
charges, costs and expenses so paid by him, giving the items there- 
of, and verify the sanie by his oath or affirmation ; he shall SfTve 
a copy of said account so sworn to, upon the trustees of the district 
against which such claim shall be made, together with a notice in 
writing that on a certain day therein specified, he will present such 
account to the board of supervisors of the county in which such 
school district shall be situated, for settlement at some legal meet^ 
ing of such board ; and it shall be the duty of the officer upon 
whom such copy, account and notice shall be served, to attend at 
the time and place in such notice specified, to piotect the rights 
and interests of such district upon such settlement. 

§ 3. *' Upi.n tlie appearance of the parlies, or u|)on due proof 
of service of the notice and copy of account mentioned in the se<!ontl 
aection of this n<'t, if the said board shall be of opinion that such 
account or any portion thereof ought justly to be paid to the daim- 
mit, such board may by an order to be made by a miijority of all 
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the members elected to the same, and to be entered in its minutet, 
require such account or such part thereof a^ such board aiiail he of 
opiuion ought justly to be paid to the claimant, by such di!<trict to 
be 80 paid ; but no portion of such account shall be 90 ordered to 
be paid which shall appear to the said board to have arisen from 
the wilful neglect or misconduct of the claimant. The account, 
with the oath of the pany claiming the same, shall be. prima facie 
evidence of the correctness thereof. The board may adjourn the 
hearing from time to time as justice shall seem to require. 

§ 4. " It shall be the duty of the trustees of any school district, 
within thirty days after service of a copy of such order upon them 
to cause the same to be entered at length in the book of records 
of said district, and to issue to the collector of said district a war« 
rant for the collection of the amount so directed to be paid, in the 
■ame manner and with the like ibrce and effect as upon a tax voted 
by said district/' 

It will be perceived that two classes of cases are here alluded 
to. Ist. Whore suits have been brought against trustees^ in con- 
sequence of the pe formance of any oiUcial act by them, and such 
suits shall have been finally determined ; in which case, the trustees 
may at once make out their account of costs, charges and expenses^ 
verify the same, and present it to the Board of Supervisors, with^ 
out any action on the part of the district ; or they may, in their 
discretion, procure a vote of the district to that effect : and 2d, 
When suits have*been brought by or against any trustees, or other 
officers of a school district, and such suits shall have been finally 
determined ; in which case, (with the exception of suits brought 
against trustees, as above referred to,) a vote of the district is 
necessary to authorize an account of the costs, charges and expen- 
fies, to be made out, as provided by the second section, and laid 
before the Board of Supervisors. In both cases, no tax can be 
levied on the district for the amount of such costs, charges and 
expenses, except on the order of the Board of Supervisors, as 
specified in the thii;d section. 

IX MISCELLANEOUS PROVISION/S APPLICABLE TO TRUSTEES. 
1. SCHOOLS FOR COLORED CHILDREN. 

By §147, of the act of 1847, (No. 179,) a school for colored 
children may be established in any district, with the approbation of 
the Town Superintendent, which is to be under the charge of the 
trustees of the district in which such school is established. Trust- 
ee?*, in their annual reports, are also required particularly to spe- 
cify the number of such children over four and under twenty -one 
years of apje attending such school from different districts, naming 
fucli districts respectively, and the number from each attending 
for six months, and instructed by a duly qualified teacher, which 
report is to form the basis of an apportionment to such sthool, by 
the Town Superintendent, of a share of the public money. Full 
and explicit instructions to Town Superintendents and trustees. 
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and the necessary forms for reports in relation to these schools, will 
be found under the appropriate heads. 

Thii provisions contained in this section are more partirnlarlj 
applicable to those cities and large villages where no special hgal 
provisions have been made for the instruction of colored children. 
The means jjrovided, are, it is true, altoffether insuificient to meet 
the e.\)>ense which must necessarily be incurred in the organization 
of these schools; and inasmuch as the class of community for 
whose special benefit they are intended is genenilly unable to con- 
tribute to such expense in any considerable degree, the object in 
view can se:dom be fully attained, but through the efforts of" chHri- 
table and benevolent individuals in the several districts from which 
the colored schools are composed. 'I'hese efforts have hitherto 
been paralyzed by the absence of any legal power to effect the ne- 
cessary organization ; and the provision now made, was donbtlese 
intended to supply that defect, and to furnish a nucleus around 
which the benevolent exertions of the friends of education and 
humanity might be concentrated. If, however, in any of the 
country district^ a colored school can be organized and efficiently 
kept up for the requisite length of time, it is hoped rto effbrts*'will 
be spared to carry into effect the provisions of the section. Colored 
children are entitled equally with all others, to the privileges and 
advantages of the district school : and wherever they can be 
grouped together in a separate school, under the charge of a com- 
petent teacher, they will be far more likely to*Herive the full be- 
nefits of such instruction as may be best adapted to their circum- 
stances and condition, while at the same time, the disadvantages 
]nse|)nrable from their attendance at the district school, will be 
avoided. 

By Chap. 228 of the laws of 1845, (Nos. 174-178,) it is pro- 
vided that no person shall wilfully disturb, interrupt or disquiet any 
assemblage of persons met at any school district, with the assent 
of the trustees of the school district, for the purpose of receiving 
instruction in any of the branches of education usually taught in 
the common schools of this state, or in tlie science of music. Who- 
ever shall violate the provisions of the foregoing section, may be 
tried befoi'e any justice of the peace of the county, or any mayor, 
alderman, recorder, or olher magistrate of any city where the 
offence shall be committed ; and upon conviction, shall forfeit a 
Bum not exceeding twenty-five dollars, for the use and benefit of 
the school district in which such offence shall be committed. It 
shall be the duty of the trustees of any school district in which any 
such offence shall be committed, to prosecute such offender before 
any officer having cognizance of such offence. If any person con- 
victed of the offence herein prohibited, shall not immediately pay 
the penalty incurred, with the costs of conviction, or give security, 
to the satisfaction of the officer befo' e whom such conviction shall 
be had, for the payment of the said penalty and costs withui twenty 
days thereafler^ he shall be committed by warrant to the common 



jail of tbe county, until tlife iime: he^ p^, or for such term, not ex- 
•eedidg thirty days, as shall b^ ^p^ified in such warrant. It shall 
and may be lawful for any person who may be complained of for 
a Yiolation of the provisions of this act, to demand of such magis- 
trate that he may be tried, by a jury, tlpon such deownd, it ihall 
be the duty of such officer to issuie a v^ire to the proper office, 
•ommapdiag him to summon the same number of jurors, and in the 
tame manner, and th^ said court shall proceed to empannel a jury 
for the trial of said cause, in . the same manner and subject to all 
ih& rules- and regulations prescribed in the act proTidiag for thia 
trials by jury in courts of spepial sessions." 

2. BOND TO BE REQUIRBD OF THE COLLECTOR. 

Trustees are authorized by § 103, (No. 126,) to require of the 
collector of their district, before delivering to him any warrant for 
the collection of moueiys, a bond with one or more sureties condi- 
tioned for the faithful performance of the duties devolved npda 
bim as such collector. 

It is strongly recommended to trustees ,to exact of the oolleo- 
tor^ the bond authorized under this section of the school law, 
before any warrant is placed in his hands. This practice wiM 
be attended with very little trouble, and will secure the district 
from all loss, and the trustees themselves from personal liability, 
in many instances. It will also secure the prompt collection of 
taxes and promote system and I'cgularity in the financial affairs of 
the district. 

Form of a Bond to be givevl^ a^ZHstrict Collector, 

Know all men by these presents, that we, A. B. and C. D., (the 
collector and his surety,) are held and firmly bound to E. F. and G. 
H. &c, trustees of school district number in the town of 

in the sum of (bere insert a sum double the amount to be collected,) 
to be paid to the said E. F., G. H., &c., trustees as aforesaid, or to 
ihe survivor or survivors of them, or their successors ; to the which 
payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourbclves, our heirs, 
executors aud administrators, firmly by these presents. Sealed 
with our seals, and dated this day of 18 &e. 

Whereas the above bounden A. B. has been chosen (or appoint- 
ed, as the case may be,) collector of the above mentioned school 
district number in the town of in conformity to the 

■tatutes relating to common schools ; now, therefore, the condition 
of this obligation is such that if he the said A. B. shall well and 
truly collect and pay over all moneys received by bim as such col«- 
lector and shall in all respects duly and faithfully execute all the 
duties of his office as collector of such district, then this obligation 
shall be void, otherwise to be in full force and virtue. 

Signed, sealed and delivered, in the presence of 

A. B. [l. 8.1 
C. D. [t. s.J 
17 
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DlSTEJCT CLERK. 

The general duties ik this officer are particularly spedfied id 
I 74 of the school act, (No. 102.) He is to keep, in a book to be 
provided by the district, a record of the proceedings of eadi an- 
nual and special meeting held in his district: to give notice of tlia 
time, place and object of such meetings in the manner prescribed 
by law, and to preserve all records, books and papers relating H 
the district, and deliver the same, on the expiration of his officii^ 
term, to his successor. 

By § 66 of the Laws of 1847, (No. 88,) he is to notify a spa- 
•ial meeting for the election of officers, whenever the time for hold- 
ing the annual meeting has passed without such election being 
h^ ; and generally it his duty to give the necessary legal notices 
ef a district meeting, whenever required to do so by a majority ef 
the trustees. The purpose and object of such meetings should in 
all cases be set forth in general terms ; and this is specially requi- 
red by law, when a meeting is called for the purpose of changing 
ithe site and removing the school-house in sm unaltered district. 
[See No. 95.] And also when a tax is to be levied' for the pur- 
ehase of books for a district library. 

By § 69, (No. &1,) it is declared that **the proceedings of nd 
district meeting, annusd or special, shall be held illegal for want of 
a due notice to all the persons qualified to vote thereat, unless it 
shall appear . that the omission to give such notice was wilful an4 
fraudulent." But this provision will not exonerate a clerk from li- 
ability for gross neglect ; nor will it sanction an intentional omis- 
sion to give notice. 

Notices of annual and special meetings must be given at leaet 
Aire days before the day on which such meetings are directed to 
(beiheld ; that is, the notices for a meeting to be held on Saturday 
ibr instance, must be given on or before the preceding Monday. 
,<\1M. the case of annual meetings, or special meetings which have 
%^B&fk'^j(Mmed for a longer time than one month, a notice in wri- 
ting, afiixed^in at least four public places in the district, is sufficient, 
-but noiticesjof' fjo^o/ meetings must be personally served on each 
iab^bitknt of >the district UaUe to pay taxes, (which includes, of 
«}urse,/ every legal voter in the district,) ** by reading the notice im 
Iberliearingfof such^inhabitant, or in case of his absence from home, 
bjr.leaving a copy .thereof, or so much thereof as relates to the 
dmeJand plaiee bf lineh/meeting, at the place of his abode. (§ 5^, 
lto.l/77*).... ./; ./ r.i:.A I.:' 

:M9f?ni\^MoltimSw AnnuoiL Meeiing. 

N^tlpe p^ \^T^y given, that the annual meeting for the eleetioa 
of oi^^r§1n<pig)arict No. in the town q£ , 
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tindforihe titosaetidn of dueh oth^ bnslAeM m the' miMting vrnj 
tleem necessary, will be held al the 8choo!-fa<mae ia said distriel mi 
Mmdayy the day of at six o'dbck, P. M. 

Dated this day of 

A. B.) IXiintt Ohrk 

• - 

. J'orm of a Notice for an cuJKaurned District Meetinffy to b$ posUd 
up in four pvMic plac4S in the District. 

SCHOOL DISTfilCT NOTICE. 

Notice is hereby given, that a meeting of the freeholders and in- 
habitants of school district No. in the town of 
AQthcffiaed by law to vote therein^ will be held at on the 
day of next, [or instant, as the case may be,] 
at o'clock in the noon, pursuant to adjournment. 
Dated this , day of A. D. 18 . 

A. B. District Clerk. 

Form of a Notice for a Special District Meeting. 

To the clerk of district number 

The trustees of district number ^at a meeting held hr 

the purpose, have resolved that a special meeting be called at the 
school-house, on the day of . 18 at o'clo^ 

in the noon of that day, for the purpose of (choosing a col- 

lector in the place of A. B,^ removed, or whatever the object of the 
meeting may he,) and for the transaction of such other business as 
the meeting may deem necessary. 

You will therefore notify each inhabitant of the district entitled 
to vote therein, by reading this notice in his hearing, or if he is al»- 
sent from home, by leaving a copy of it, or so much as relates to the 
time and place of meeting, at the place of his abode, at least five 
days before such meeting. 

Dated at this day of 18 

A. 

C. D. V Trustees, 
E. 

The district clerk of each school district in this state, is, by a 
regulation of the department, required within ten days after eaek 
annual or special meeting for the election of officers in his district, 
to forward to the town clerk, the names of' the several officers 
elected at such meeting, and the offices to which they were respee- 
tively elected. The omission to do so, however in no respect in- 
validates the election or proceedings of the officers so chosen. 

In pursuance of § 32, of the act of 1841, the District School 
Journal is forwarded by mail, to the clerk of each district, whos« 
duty it is, by that section, to cause each volume to b« boimd at the 
expense of Uie district, and to deposit the same in the district l&r 
brary. He or one of the trustees is ther^for« bound to take His 
paper ttvm the po«tK)fflee, pondiiaily, pa)^'4he postagt, qtiar- 
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/tartjiniad^Doe: aadAe amoaoli^o paid,: btuog 4Uit «i9^iri|t|i^ 
. juiAori^ed'by law,, may be added bj the trustees to apj tax itft 
therei^er mde out for district purposes, and refunded to the clerk, 
or trustee paying it. Great care should be taken to secure the 
regular remi^ and careful preservation of the numbers, which will 
be sent on the first of each month ; *and with this view, the clerk 
should stitch them together in covers, as soon as thej arrive ; and 
in no case permit them to be taken out of his custody, although 
anj inhabitant of the district should be allowed free access to themi 
ibr the purpose of perusal, at all proper hours. The same precau- 
tions should be observed, and the same freedom of acces^ and per- 
usal allowed, in respect to the volume of Laws and Iiistructiona, 
the volume of Common School Decisions and Laws heretofore pc^ 
lished, and all other books, papers and documents' belonging to the 
district, and placed under his official control. 

They will observe that heavy penalties and forfeitures are incur- 
red by them, under § 145 pf the act of 1847, (No. 168,) for neglect 
of any duty d^olved upon them by law ; and that they are made 
individually responsible for any loss that may accrue to their dis- 
trict, in consequence of such neglect, or omission. 



CHAPTER VL 



COLLECTORS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

It is the duty of the collector of each district to collect and pay 
aver to the trustees of his district, some or one of them, all moiieys 
which he shall be required by warrant to collect, within the time 
limited by such warrant for its return, and to take the receipt of 
such trustee or trustees, for such payment. ^ 

When required by the trustees, such collector is to execute a 
bond with one or more sureties, for the due and faithful perform- 
ance of his duty. * 

1. JURISDICTION OF THE OOLLEGTOR. 

By § 103, of the act of 1847, (No. 126,) the jurisdiction of the 
collector in the execution of his warrant, extends to any other dis- 
trict or town in the same county, or in any other county in the 
case of a joint district composed of parts of two or more counties, 
^Mn the same manner, and with the like authority, as in the dis* 
trict for which he was chosen or appointed." 

2. MODE OF PROCEEDINa IN THE COLLECTION OF TAXES. 

By various provisions of the school act collectors are authorized 
and required, in the execution of warrants, delivered to them for 
the ooUeotion of . tax listato collect the amount due from the re* 
fpective p^aona naouidii) such ivvarrants, in the same manner that 
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tMteior$ oftoums ar€ avA&rized to eotteet town and eounHf iate$. 
This 18 specifically pmnted oat by the following extracts from die 
iSth chapter of the first Tolame of the Revised Statutes, (pagi^^- 
897, 398.) 

** § 1. Every collector, upon receiving the tax list and warrant 
shall proceed to collect the taxes therein mentioned, and for that 
parpose shall call at least once on the person taxed, or at the 
place of his usual residence, if in the town or ward for which suck 
collector has been chosen, and shall demand payment of the taxes 
charged to him on his property. 

** § 2. In case any person shall refuse or neglect to pay the tax 
imposed on him, the collector shall levy t^e same by distress and ' 
sale of the goods and chattels of the person who ought to pay ihft* 
same, or of any goods and chattels in his possession, wheresoever' 
the same may be found within the district of the collector ; and n# 
elaim of property to be made thereto by any other person shall h€ '- 
available to prevent a sale. 

** S 3. The eollector shall give public notice of the time and pl&o# 
of sale, and of the property to be sold, at least six days previous t« 
the sale, by advertisements to be posted up in at least three publit 
places in the town where such sale shall be made. The sale shall 
be by public auction. 

••§4. If the property distrained shall be sold for more thto ihi " 
amount of the tax, the surplus shall be returned to the person ia 
whose possession such property was when the distress was made, 
if no claim be made to suoh surplus by any other person. If any 
oihet person sbaH claim sucih surplus on the ground that the prop- 
erty sold belonged to him, and such claim be admitted by the per- 
son for whose tax the same was distrained, the surplus shall h% 
paid to such owner ; but if such claim be contested by the persoa 
for whose tax the property was distrained, the surplus moneys shdll 
be paid over by the collector to the supervisor of the town, wbi" 
sh&ll retain the same until the rights of the parties shall be deter- 
mined by due course of law." 

** No replevin shall lie for any property, taken by virtue of any 
warrant for the collection of any tax, assessment or fine, in pursu- 
ance of any statute of this state."* — 2d B, S. page 522, sec, 4. 

These provisions must, however, be subject to the action of con^ 
gress, on a subject which by the Constitution is within its jurisdic- 
tion. The constitution in express terms gives to congress the 
power ^to provide for organizing, arming and disciplining th^ ' 
mifitiii.'' 

By the act of congress of May 8, 1792, vol. 3, Laws of the tJ*. 
S. 298,) every citizen enrolled in the militia is required to provide 
himself with the following accoutrements^ viz : ^ a good musket or 
firelock, a suftdent bayonet and belt, two spare fiints and -a knap- 
sack, a pouch with a box therein, to contain not less than twenty- ' 
foor cartridges suited to the bore of his musket or firelock, each 
eartrklge to contain a proper quantity of powder and baB ; - or witik 
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a |pod rifle^ fcnapiftA, diot p(mch tod powder bom, twenty b^ 

raited to the bore of his rifle, and a qoartar of a poand of powder :*' 
apd the commissioned officers are required to be. armed with a 
sword or hanger, or espoutoon ; and it is declared that '* every 
tttixen so enrolled and providing himself with the arms, ammum- 
tion and accoutrements required as aforesaid, shall hold the same 
exempted from all suits, distresses, executions or sales for debt or 
for ihepagmmt oftaoces/* 

^ B7 the laws of this state (chap. 6, part 3, title 5, § 22, vol 2, 
B. S.) the '' arms and accoutrements required by law to be kept 
by any person,** as well as a variety of other articles therein spe- 
eded, are exempt from execution but not from distress from taxes. 
The only exemption, therefore, from the operation of a colleetor's 
warrant on a tax list, arises under the act of Congress be- . 
fore quoted ; and this can only be extended to the arms, ammur 
aition and accoutrements therein specified. 

In the collection of warrants on rate-hiUsf all property exempted 
by section 22 of article two, title five, chapter six of part three of 
the Bevised Statutes, is exempt from levy and sale on such war- 
rants. For the extent of such exemption see ante pages 215, 216. 

The collector or other officer who exectUss process, has peculiar 
protection. He is protected, although the court or officer issuing 
such process, have not, in fact, jurisdiction of the case ; if on the 
face of the process it appears that such court or officer had juris* 
diction of the subject matter, and ;iothing appears in such process 
to appxise the officer but that there was jurisdiction of the person 
of the party affected by the process. Savacool vs. Soughtony 9 
WendelTs Reports, 170. 

, By § 100, (No. 123,) of the school act, it is the duty of the 
collector, upon receiving his warrant, for two successive weeks to 
receive such taxes as may be voluntarily paid to him ; and in case 
the whol^ amount shall not be so paid in, the collector shall forth- 
with proceed to collect the same. He shall receive for his services, 
on all sums paid as aforesaid, one per pent, and .upon all sums coir, 
leistediby bimaflerthe expiration of the dme mentioned,, ^ve.per 
cent 2 a;id in case a levy and sale shall be necessarily made by ^ 
such collector, he shall be entitled to travelling fees, at the rate of 
six cents per mile,, to be computed from the school house in siioh 
district. 

Where trustees receive payments on tax lists or rate-bills, they 
are regarded as reqeivlng the same as the agents of the collector ; 
and the latter is entitled to his percentage on the amount so re- 
ceived, and may lej^aljy collect it by virtue of his warrant. The 
ooUector is also entitled to his percentage on the ampunt paid by 
the t^n^tees, notwithstanding no actual exchange of funds is made ; 
between tfie latter and the former, — Per Yo.uifG, Superintendent 
1843. , . 

A teacher, if otherwise eligible, may be colleetor 1 but he cannot 
ehpu'ge a percentage ^on voluntary payments of his own i|irages«r^ 



Wb«rQ a oofleeitov krrles tipoB iidseHtf pyoperty forlliepijineBt 
•f a tax list and the owner oi the prc^erty refnses to reodiye the 
excess beyond an amoinit sufficient to satisfy the waamnt, "the col- 
leetor most retam the amount ia his own hands, and r^lj npdn hk ' 
]^ea of tender.*-^ Own- Seh. JOeCj 217. ' 

In the execatibn of his warrant, the cx^lector should aim to take 
ftopeaetf ampty suffieieot to satidF^ the amount he is required io 
•oUect, and no more. He is not bound to take any particular ar« 
tide of property which may be offered { but if at the request cfike 
#tfl»0r, he were to take and sell property worth ten times tlie 
amount required to be raised, such request would constitute a valid 
answer to the charge of making an excessive distresa.-^^ 219. 

Where, by the neglect of a collector, moneys which might have 
been collected by him within the time limited, are lost to the dis- 
trict, he is liable for the amount, fohether he has given a bond to 
the trustees or not. The bond is an additional security ; but if it is 
mot required of him, he is not released from any obligation which 
the law imposes en him, — Id. 308. 

So, where a warrant runs out in his hands, he is answerable for 
any loss arising from his neglect, notwithstanding such warrant 
may have been afterwards renewed and delivered to his successor. 
^Id. 

A tn»tee of a school district cannot hold the of&ce of collector. 
The same objection is not applicable to the district clierk ; although, 
as the law has created separate offices, it is better to carry out its 
intention strictly, by conferring them on different individuals. — Id, 
141 

If the warrant annexed to a rate-bill, or tax list, is signed by a 
majority of the trustees, it is sufficient for the protection of the col- ' 
lector, although the third trustee was not, in fact, present, or consul- 
ted,— Id. B2S. 

Where a warrant is renewed by the trustees, the collector in 
•ffice at the time ^f such renewal, must execute it — Id. 47. 

Where a warrant is issued for the collection of a tax which has 
not been legally assessed, according to the last assessment roll of. 
the town, or otherwise, or where the trustees have included in the 
tax list penKms not liable to be so included, such warrant is a pro- 
tection to the collector, Notwithstanding the trusteed might be an- 
swerable in trespass. — Id. 2S2. 

A collector cannot legally «cK property after the expiration of 
his warrant, unless such warrant is renewed, notwithstanding a 
previous levy. — Id. 286. 

Where the collector, in the execution of a warrant, receives 
money current at the time of its receipt, but which subsequently 
beeomes depreciated or valueless, befo^ payment to the trustees, ' 
the district, and not f^e collector, must lose the amount-^Per ' 
SraK<3«B, Sti^% 1841. . ' 

The collector can pay over money collected by him only to the ' 
truitees, or on their order.— Per Dix, SupH, 1888. ' 
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Tjmloetk have iKKpow«r i» tnriapoiBify a coHMlav fiiRiBipffopeity 
seUvig pi>»i>9iij under theic waiTaiit.--<-*jftl 

The r«}wafei9<a<t«e9 ojf a deeetued penon are noi entitled to aoy 
deliij'iQ, Uie paofrment of a rale-faUVor tazli^ bniase bound le* 
pay on demand : and on refusal or Degleet^ the eoUector may pBO- 
ceed to eM any property found on the premiaes* By § 27, eab« % 
2B>i & 2B| taxes of all kinds tiave preference to any ottierdemaiMl. 
—Per Spbkceb, Syp% 1840. 

^ Where a collector levies apon property out ofM$ dittriet^ lie 
should put- up notices of the sale of sueh property, as well in the 
dttfiriet where the sale is to take |>lace as in that c^ his residanee. 
—Per youwa, Sufp% 1842, 



CHAPTER VIL 



LIBRARIAN. 



This officer is to be chosen at the annual meeting of the di(ft- 
,.trict In case the inhabitants neglect at such meeting to chooaa 
offices, the district clerk becomes ex-officio librarian, until the- 
vacancy is filled by the trusteesi or by the inhabitaDts, at their 
next aonnal meeting. 

By section 137, Laws of J 847, (No. 156,) ** The librarian of. 
any district library shall be subject to the directions qf the tnisteev 
thereof, in all matters relating to the preservation of the boofci . 
and appurtenances of the library, and may be removed from offiea 
by them for wilful disobedience of such directions, or tor any wit-. 
ful neglect of duty." 

By section 139, of the same act, (No. 158,) ^ A set of general 
regulations respecting the preservation of scho<d district libraries, 
the delivery of them by librarians and t^^tees to their suecessoff 
in office, the use of them by the inhabitants, of the distrioty the 
number of volumes to be taken by any one person at any ana 
time, or during any term, the periods of ^leir return, the fines and 
penalties thati^ay be imposed by the trustees of siiiob librariei 
for not returning, losing or destroying any of the books therein 
or for soiling, defacing or injuring them, may be framed by tha 
Superintendent of common schools, and printed copies . thereof 
shall b^ furnished to each school district ofthestaites which re-. 
gulations shall be obligatory upon all persons and officers having 
charge of such librariefl^ oT; using or possessing any of the books 
thereof. Such fines may be recovered in an action of debt in the; 
name of the trustees of any such library, of Uie peitson on wkKtfa 
they are imposed, except such person be amiao^r ; in which caaa. 
they may be recovered of the parent or guardian of soch miwj0$- 
unless notice in writhig shall have been gi von by such parent ar 
guardian to the trustees of such library,, .that they will not be 



w^Qfn jnittora reside shall b^ liaUein tbe Ban^m^^w^i andl^^ 
the fliame extent, in oases where the parent of su/i^h iQiDardoes J^* 
reside in the district.'' - ■ . 

By § 1.41, (No, 160,) **The legi^ voters in any two or more ad- 
jo ning districts may, in such cases as shall be approved by th^^ 
t<|iwo Superintendent of common schools, unite their library moneys.., 
and funds as they shall be received or collected, and purchase^ii, 
joint library for the use of the inhabitants of such districts, which .. 
shall be selected by the trustees thereof, or by. such persons as ;, 
they shall designate, and shall be under the chai'ge of a librariaja., 
to be appointedFby them ; and the foregoing provisions of this act. 
43hall be applicable to the said joint libraries, except that the' pro- 
perty in them shall be deemed to be vested in all the trustees for,: 
the time being of the districts so united. And in case any sttch i 
district shall desire to divide such library, such division shall bs 
made by the trustees of the two district whose libraries are «a, 
united, and in case they cannot agree, then such division shall be^ 
made by three disinterested persons, to be appointed by the Super-, 
intendent of common schools. 

By the regulations of the Superintendent made in pursuance of 
this provision, the librarian is required, whenever any library ia 
purchased and taken charge of by him to make out a full and com-^ 
plete cittalogue of all the books contained therein. At the fool , 
of each catalogue he is to sign a receipt in the following form. 

I, A. B^ do hereby acknowledge that the books specified in the 
preceding catalogue, h^ive been delivered to me by the trustees of: 
mIiooI district No. in the town ^ to be safely kept bj < 

me as librarian of the said district, for the use. of the inhab»tast» 
tl^fii/reof, according to the regulations {^escribed by the Superinteiid^' 
eot of eominan schools, and to be. account^ for by me acooidliig'tO) 
the said regulations to the trustees of the said distiict, and. to im^ 
delivered to my successpr in office* Dated, &c. 

A correct copy of the catalogue and receipt is then to be madd. 
to which the trustees are to add a certificate in the following 
fcpnn: > 

We the subscribers, trustees of school district No. in tha 

town of do certify that the preceding is a full and complete, 

catalogue of books in the library of the said district now in posses-, 
sion of A. B., the librarian thereof, and of his receipt thereon^., 
Given under our hands this day of 18 

The catak>gtte having ihe librarian's receipt, is to be delivered 
to tlie trustees, and a copy having the certificate of the trnstees, it' 
to be delivered to the librarian for his indemnity. 

Whenever books are added to the library, a catalogue with a 
si&i^ar reeeipt by the librarian is be delivered to to the trustees,' 
and a copy with a certificate of the trustees that it is a copy of* 



t]^ tttftlogad delivered tfa«im by the Kirailai!, » to be famished 
t(vhim* l^rexj oatalogue received bj trostees is to be kept bj them 
eitefollj among the papers of the distriet and to be delivered t^ 
iheir successors in office. 

Whenev^ir a neiv librarian shall be chosen, all the books are to 
b<i called in. For this purpose the librarian is to refuse to deliver 
etii any books for fourteen days preceding the time so prescribed 
fbr collecting them together. At these periods, they must make a 
eireAil examination of the books^ compare them with the catalogue, 
attd make written statements in a column opposite the nsune of 
•Ach book, of its actual condition, whether lost or present, and 
whether in good order or ii^ured, and if injured, specifying in 
general terms, the extent of such injury. This catalogue, with 
the remarks, is to be delivered to the successors of the trustees, to 
be kept by them; a copy of it is to be made out, and delivered to 
the new librarian with the library, by whom a receipt in the form 
above prescribed is to be given, and to be delivered to the trustees. 
Another copy certified by them as before mentioned, is to be de- 
livered to the librarian. 

, Trustees, on coming into office, are to attend at the library for 
the purpose of companng the catalogue with the books. They are 
'ai aO times when they think proper, and especially on their com- 
ing into office, to examine the books carefully, and note such as 
are missing or injured. For every book that is missing, the libra* 
rian is accountable to the trustees for the full value thereof, and 
for the whole series of which it formed a part: sueh value to be 
determined by the trustees. He is accountable also* for any in-' 
jwrj which a book may appear to have sustained, by being soiled, 
defiiced, torn, or otherwise. And he can be relieved from such 
acoomiitability only, by the trustees, on its being satisfactdrily shown 
to them that some inhabitant of the district has been charged or is 
thargeable for the book so missing, or for the amount of the injury 
to done to any work. It is the duty of die trustees to take prompt 
and efficient mes^qres for the collection of the amount for which 
anjr librarian is accountable. . . 

'^The librarian must cause to be pasted in each book belonging 
to the library, a printed or written label, or must write in the first 
blank leaf of each book, specifying that the book belongs to the 
library of school district No. in the town of , naming 

the town and giving the number of the district ; and he is on no 
account to deliver out any book which has not such printed or 
written declaration in it. He is also to cause all the books to be 
^eqirered with strong wnq;>ping paper, on the back of whi^ Is to 
b^ written the title of the book, and its number in lavge .figuras* 
As new books are added, the numbers are to be contmoed, aai 
th^y ai^e in no case to be altered ; so that if a book be lost, its num- 
ber and title must still be continiied on the catalogue^ with a aote 
that it is missing. 
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c.Tlie^lte«rian nmttkedpa MfuA hook^ thatnuiT' be tt^h bf 
sMtdbkig together halfit dosdn or more sheets of writing paper* 
Let those be ruled acooss the width g£ the paper so as to leare five 
solunuis of the proper size for the following entries, to be writtto 
liogthwise of the paper; in the first column, the date of the de* 
Mrerj of anj book to any inhabitant; in the second, the title of 
Urn book delivered, and its niimber ; in the third, ^e name of the 
person to whom delivered ; in the fourth, the date of its return; 
aid in the fifth, remarks, respecting its condition, in the following 
fenn: « 



flme of deKvery. 


Title A No. Book. 


To whom. 


When returned. 


OoDdition. 


1889, June 10. 


History of Va. 48. 


T. Jones. 


20th June. 


Good. 



As it will be impossible for the librarian to keep any trace of 
the books without such minutes, his own interest to screen himself 
from responsibility, as well as his duty to the public, will, it is to 
be hoped, induce him to be exact in inaking his entries at the time 
any book is delivered ; and when it is returned, to be equally exacts 
iii noticing its condition, and making the proper minute. 

A fair copy of the catalogue should be kept by the librarian, to* 
be exhibited to those who desire to select a book ; and if there be 
room, it should be fiEistened on the door of the case. 

REGULATIONS CONCEENING THE USE OF THE BOOKS IN DISTRICT 

UBBARIES PRESCRIBED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON 

SCHOOLS PURSUANT TO THE THIRD SECTION OF THE " ACT BE- 

■^PECTING SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES, " PASSED APRIL 15, 1839. 

I. The librarian has charge of the books and is responsible 
foi their preservation and delivery to his successor. 

II. A copy of the catalogjiie required to be made out by 
Article III, and IV. of Regulations Na 1, is to be kept by the 
lihrwfiaa, open to the inspection of the inhabitants of the district 
atrvatl reasonable times. It will be found eonvenient to affix a 
tGpy of it on the door of the book-case containing the library. 

illh Books are to be delivered as follows : 
] al» Only to inhabitants of the district. 
2d. One only can be delivered to an inhabitant at a time, and 

;any <»ie haviag a book out of the library must return it before 

ffad can receive another. 
34. No person upon whom a fine has been imposed by the tms- 

4des under these regulations, can receive a book while such 

^ne remains unpaids 
4thu. A person under age. eannot be permitted to take out a book 

unless he resides with some responsible inhabitant of the di^ 

ttict ; lior csAn he then: receive a book if notice has been given 

by his parent or gjaardtan or the person with whom he resides, 

that they will not be responsible for books delivered sueh 

junor* . i- . .Vf . • 



5|b., S^ indifidaiitreflidiBf m> ike difltmt, «f Miiioieat aga !• 

rend the book«i belobfieg lo tlie library, is tabe tegBt&i^m 
an iababUant, and iaenlkled to all the benefits and priviteges' 
conferred by the reguiationaielativeto district bbrsries. Iliti» 
ors will 4ram in their ovrn namest but on the respons&itttj 4f ^ 
their parents or, guardians. 
6th. Where there is a saffioient namber of vokimes in the library 
to acoommodate all residents of the district who mekt to borto*^' 
the libi^rian should permit eadi member of a family to takv 
books, as often as desired, so long as the regulations are pundah 
allj and fully observed. But where there are not books enonglk 
to supply all the borrowers, the librarian should endeavor to aa- 
commodate as many as possible, by furnishing each family in 
proportion to the number of its readers or borrowers. 
IV. Every book must be returned to the library within twenty 
days after it shall have been taken out, but the same inhabitaiil 
may again t^e it, unless application has been made for it, while il 
was so out of the library, by any person entitled, who has not pre- 
viously borrowed the same book, in which case such applicant sbal 
have a preference in the use of it And where there have been 
several sueh applicants, the preference shall be according to tha 
priorilfyin time of their applications, to be determined by the libr»- 
rian. Upon application to the Superintendent, the time for keep- 
ing books out of the library will be extended to a period not ezr 
ceediDg twenty-eight days, where sufficient reasons for such ezte»- 
tension are shown. > 

y. If a book be not returned at the proper time, the librariaB 
is to report the fact to the trustees ; and he must also exhibit ta 
them ermiry book whi<^ has been returned injured by soiling- de- 
facing, tearing or in ffiiy other way, before such bo<^ shall again b» 
loaned out, together with the nnme^f the inhabitalit in whose pii- 
sesapn it was when so injured. 

YL The trustees of scbod districte being, by virttie of iMb 
office« trustees of tJie library, are hereby authori^d to impose ^* 
followittg fines: 

1st. For each day's detention. of a book beyimd the time aBowei 
by these regulations, six cent^ bat not to be imposed for naroi# 
than ten days' det^cioa. 
2d* For the destarnclion i>r loss of a book, afine ei|Md to tlie Ml 
value of the book, or of the set, if it be one of a series^ with Hkm 
addition to such value of ten cents for each Toiome. Apd oa 
the payment of such fine, the party ined ^all be entitled lo tba 
residue of the series. If he has also been fined for detaininf 
such book, tben the said ten cents shall not be added to tlii' 
valae« 
Sd.: For «ay i^|u«y. which a book may sustain after it shaft be la^ 
ken out by a bocrower, and before its ceturn, a fine may be iar 
posed ^ six cents tos every spot of grease or oil upon the eov*^ 
er, or upon any leaf of the volume ; for writing in or ddhflliy 



book *f hft otttting ot iMving tlie oovev or* Ihe binding, o# any 
''l«Rfy fiot l6to ihun tien cents, nor more' tbsa the Tfltoe of the 
bMk. 

Ml. If « leaf be t<$ni oiit» or se defaced or ms^ated ^t it ean 
not be read, or If anything be written in ^e volnme, tft any Eith- 
er injary done to ft, whidi i«iiderB it uiiAt for geineral «irctila- 
tion, the trastees will eonttider it a desHruction of the book, and 
■ shall impose a fine accordingly, as above provided^ in case of loss 
of a hook. 

Cth. When a book shall have been detained seven dilys beyond 
• the twenty days alkmed by these regulations, the librarian shall 
give notice to the borrower to return the sa«ie within three days. 
If not returned at that time, the trastees may consider the tniok 
lost or destroyed, and may impose a fine for its destruction in 
addition to the fines for its detention. 

VII. But the imposition of a fine for the loss or destruction of 
a book, shall not prevent the trustees from recovering such book in 
an action of replevin, unless such fine shall have been paid. 

VIII. When, in the opinion of the librarian, any fine has been 
incurred by any person under these regulations, he may refuse to 
deliver any book to the party liable to such fine, until the decision 
of the trustees upon Such liability be had. 

IX. Previous to the imposition of any fine, two days' written 
or verbal notice is to be given by any trustee, or the librarian, or 
any other person authorized by either of them, to the person char- 
ged, to show cause why he should not be fined for the alleged of- 
fence or neglect ; and if within that time good cause be not shown 
the trustees shall impose the fine herein prescribed. No other ex- 
cuse fur an extraordinary injury to a book, that is for such an in- 
jury as would not be occasioned by its ordinary use, should be re- 
ceived, but the fact that the book was as much injured when it was ta- 
ken out by the person charged, as it was when he returned it. As 
Such loss must fall on some one, it is more just that it should be borne 
by the party whose duty it was to take care of the volume, than 
by the district. Negligence can only be prevented, and disputes 
can only be avoided, by the adoption of this rule. Subject to these 
general principles the imposition of all, or any of these fines, is 
discretionary with the trustees, and they should ordinarily be im- 
posed only for toilful or culpably negligent injuries to books, or 
where the district actually sustains a loss or serious injury. Rea- 
sonable excuses for the detention of the books beyond twenty days 
should in all cases be received. 

X. It is the special duty of the librarian to give notice to the 
borrower of a book that shall be returned injured, to show cause 
why he should not be fined. Such notice may be given to the 
agent of the borrower who returns the book, and it should always 
be given at the time the book is returned. 



At the fiii4 of the qnartw the taicber will mm wpA».9tim4m' 
•et ef each popil from' this weekly roU, and enter the reai^t in tbd 
kook provided bj the trustees as before .mentioned, showing tbs 
whole number of days e^ch scholar has attended daring tbcqMW- 
Icr. 

At the end of the list, the following oath or affirmatidn is to be 
written i ' 

A. B<» being duly swom» (or afftrm^) deposes, that thiQ 6^9g^ 
ing is a true and accurate list of the names <^ the scholars. who at- 
tended the district school of district No. in the. town of 

during tl\e quarter commencing tha day of 

185 y and the number of days they respectively .attended. . . 

This oath' or affirmation is to be signed by the teaelier, and certi- 
fied by a jusdee^^f the peace, commissioner of deeds, judge of at^ 
eonrt of record, town superintendent, or county clerk, to have been 
taken before him. 

The teachers are also required to make an abstr^Mst- of the* lists 
for the use of the trustees, at the end of each quarter, showing the 
results exhibited under the following heads and in the following 
form: 

Abstrad of the attendance of scholatis, at the district school of 
district No. in the town of during the quarter 

•ommencing the day of 185 . 

Of scholars who attended less than two months, there were 
Of scholars who attended two months and ie^^s thAn four; 
* •* four months and less than six, 

<* ^* six months and less than eiglit, 

** ^ eight months and less than ten, 

•* ** ten months and less than twelve, 

** *^ twelve months. 

This abstract is to be signed by the teacher and delivered to the 
trustees. 

In another part of the book provided by the trustees, and towards 
the end of it, the teacher will enter the days on which the school 
has been inspected, in the form of a memorandum, as follows : ^ 

Account of Inspections of the School in District No, . 

November 1, 1841. The school was inspected by William Jones f 
town Superintendent. 

December 1, 1841. The school was inspected. 

To this also an oath or affirmation of the correctness must be 
added, in the following form : 

A. B., being duly sworn, (or affirmed) deposes, that thefbregolng 

ia«irue aeeouniot thedw^ on whick the sciiool in District No. 

, in tbrtownof , was vIsitM ttsd inspected by the 
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< 
tieaclier bikflf a Sreet personal interest m the preservdtion of an ac- 
curate list, which he can verify by his oath. ' • 
For the purpose of executing this provision, the teacher wfll vriCe 
ihe following heading or caption in his book, at the oommencemoftt 
of each quarter : ^ 

A list of the scholars who attended the district school of distiiet 
No. in the town of during the quarter or tenm 

commencing the day of 185 , and the number of 

days they respectively attended the same. 



Time of entrance. 

Nov. 1, 1851, 
Dec 1, « 
Dec. 4, « 



Name of scholar. 

John TlMmpson, 
Peter Barker, 
James Thomas, 



No. of days' attendanea. 

Seventy-eight, 78 days. 
Forty-three, 48 « 
Forty, 40 " 

aEassfe 



I'l W ' 



a$as 



At the time any pupil enters the schools, the teacher should iat- 
mediately insert the date and the name of the scholar. Aft tha 
close of the quarter, the whole number of days that each pupil ajt- 
tended is to be ascertained, from the check roll, and entered in the 
third column, in words at length, and also in figures, an in tha above 
form. 

Each teacher, at the commencement of every quforter, mast (hpo- 
vide a day or cheek roll, in which the name of every scholar is to 
be entered. It should be ruled so as to give six columns, corraa- 
ponding to the number of days in the week. The number attend- 
ing should be ascertained each half day, and pencil marks made ia 
the column for the day opposite to the name of each one present. 
At the end of the week, the number of days each pupil has attend- 
ed during the week should be summed up and entered on the week- 
ly roll. Each half day's attendance should be noted, and two half 
^ays should be reckoned as one day. The pencil marks on the day 
loll may be obliterated, so that the same roll may be used during 
the quarter. The weekly roll should be formed in the same man- 
ner, so as to contain the names of the pupils, and thirteen columns 
ruled, correspondiag to the number of weeks in the quarter. In 
each of these columns is to be entered the result of the daily check 
roll for each week, in the following form : 

Weekly Roll. 

Attendance of pupils in district school of district No. 



Names 

of 
pupils. 

J. Tho'a, 



1st week. 



6 daja. 



2d week. 



^daya. 



3d week. 



5 days. 



I 



4th week. 



«•«■ 



dthweek 



■mmmim^immm 



t doyi. I 5| days. 



fB2 

At tbe ea4 of the qu«rl^^ tiie te«elier w31 #w.m>, A0HIMMm|- 
•es ef eacb papil from tbis weekljr roU, and entei? tb«^ ro^i^t ia tM 
hook provided by the tniBteea as. before .me^tionedi showing the 
whole, number of days each scholar haa attended dnriog^ t^e'qnai- 
ter. ... 

At the end of the list, the following oath or affirmation is to be 
'writien : . . . , t 

J • "' • ■ • 

A. 3*» being duly swom^ (or afftrmed) deposes^ that the forego- 
ing is a true and accurate list of the names of the scholars ^who at- 
tended the district school of district No* . . in the. town of 

during tl\e quarter oommeucing tha day of 

185 9 and the number of days they respectively .attended. 

This oath' or affirmation is to be sij^nod by the teaclter, and ceHt- 
fied bf a jusdeebf the peace, commissioner of deeds, judge of attfy 
court of record, town superintendent, or county clerk, to have be^ 
taken beibre him* 

The teachers are also reqjiiired to make an abstr^ict' of the lists 
for the use of the trustees, at the end of each quarter, showing the 
results exhibited under the following heads and in the following 
form: 

Abstract of the attendance of scholaiiB, at tbe district scho<^ of 
district No. in the town of during the quarter 

tommenctng the day of 185 . 

Of scholars who attended less than two months, there 'were 
Of sdioiars who attended two months and less than four; 

* •* four months and less than six, 

^ ^ six months and less than eiglit; 

" « eight -months and less than ten, 

•* ** ten months and less tlian twelve, 

« ** twelve months. 

This abstract is to be signed by the teacher and delivered to the 
trustees. 

In another part of the book provided by the trustees, and towards 
the end of it, the teacher will enter the days on which the school 
has been inspected, in the form of a memorandum, as follows.: ^ 

Account of Inspections of the School in District No, . 

November 1, 1841. The school was inspected by William JbneSf 
town Superintendent. 

December 1, 1841. The school was inspbcted. 

To this also an oath or affirmation of the correctness must W 
added, in the following form : 

A. B., being duly sworn, (or affirmed) deposes, that the forcing 

Untrue aeeouniot the dagrs on which the school in District No. 

^ in Hirlownof , waa visits «id inspected by tl« 



%)wii Bnperiotendent, danog tlie quiu*ter €OBixp,eAcix}ig m the 

Teqchsf, . 
Sworn (or affirmed) and subspribed this I 
day of 185 , befb]*e me. I 

ll^ftchef a caonol > demaind payment of th^ir wi^ea until the c^^ 
lector has bad thirty days to collect them. — Com. School Dee, lOt* 

A' teadiiar iika)r ismfkley:nBceflsacj mean^of eorrection to maintain 
tffder « bsit he ebouJd not dismiflfta ^ehokr from acbooi< wHhout cob. 
attltatioB with Ibo tewsteea-n^-dSl i45« 

l/Ateiieber'jS ceriilcatte is anni^ed, tbeiraatees are at liberty |e 
dianiiss hlin» aad to rescind their contract wt&i Mm. But if they 
continue him in school, after netiee that hi« oertifloate has been an* 
QoJkidyit.wiU bereganled as such a contuiuaiice of the contract, ' 

Ih^Jt ttey will not be iilleiiwd is^t a subsequent period to dispute ii 

Contracts by trustees for teachers* wages are binding upon their 
8fime88anii^)ofilefr-«^JEi; 194^ 968. . 

Teaohersy though npt,.atrio|ly speaking, uiihMian^f of the dhh 
trict where they. aseloeated, she^dd be allowed to participate in all 
the privileges and benefits of the district libraries. — Per B^eiscetbl, 
iS^, 1841. 

The convenieBce and acoemmodation of many, if not of most of 
^e inhabitants of the senreral districts, would be essentially pro* 
moted by facing the charge of the library, tempori^rlly wkh the 
leajdier,duriag the term of his or her employmeitt, and depositing 
it in some coaveBie&t and si^e. place in the sehool'-hQUse. This 
tftaiitgeixieiitcan only be .carried into elfect by the coneunrence of 
thsetfuflteesand^libeariaii, and under thwiv super tieion. Oenerally, 
the teacher, not being an inhabitant of the dlstrietyeannbt be ebo^ 
«ea Jibiiariani. But wbiwet the trustees and- librarian have oifficient 
«onfidencie in the teaeher and in the safety ef the books, whiensleft 
at the aphool-rhouae, they wilMnd this arrangement in Aiany re- 
cocts :c<H)dueive to the cottvendence of the district. 

The authority of the teacher to pumsh his scholars, extends to 
aets done in the schooWoom, or play^ground, only ; and he has no 
legal right to punish for impvpper or disorderly conduct elsewhere. 
— Per Spencer, Sup^L 

Teachers may open and close thetr schools with prayer, and the 
reading of the Scriptures, accompanied with suitable remarks ; ta- 
king care to avoid all discussion of controverted points, or sectarian 
dogmas. 

Where a teacher is dismissed by the trustees for good cause, he 
can collect his wages only up to the period of his dismissal. 

The teaeher of a sdiod has necessarily the government of it ; 
and he may prescribe the ru)[.es and principles on which such gov- 
^nment will'be condudtedl' The trustees ;/Bhould not interfere with 

Ihe dlsGtpline of the school Except on oomplaint of misconduct oa 

• ' 18 • ^' V* ' 
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the part of the teacher ; and they should then invariably sustain 
such teacher, unless his conduct has been grossly wrong. — Per 
Spencer, SupH 

Where a teacher agrees to collect his own wages he will be con- 
cluded by such an agreement, and will not aiterwards be permitted 
to call on the trustees to enforce the <^llectioii of any part of tmch 
bill by rate*bill>^i<2. 

Where a teacher contracts with the trustee^ of a district to teach 
their school fbr a given sum per scholar^ he is entitled to charge the 
trustees that sum ^r each scholar attending the school during the 
garter, without reference to the number c^ days' attendance ; pro- 
vided such scholar has not been detained from school during the 
greater portion of the term, by illness or unavoidable casualty. — 
The trustees however, must graduate their nxte'bill agcdmt the in* 
habitants sending to school, by the number of days attendance, to 
be ascertained from the verified list of the teacher. — Per YotiNa 
Suft. 

Schools may be kept on Suriday fbr the benefit of those per^ 
sons who observe Saturday as holy time , and the teacher must 
be paid for that day by those who send to school. — Cam. School 
Dec. 138. 

The holidays on which a teacher may dismiss his school aire 8U(^ 
as it is customary to obeerve, either throughout the country or in 
particular localities ; among which may be enumerated the Fotuih 
of My^ Thanksgivi|ig, Christmas, New-Year's, <&c.-— iitf. 139. 

The tocher may also^ unless restrained by special contract to 
the contrary, dismiss his school on the afternoon of each Saturday, 
or the whole of each alternate Saturday, according to the particular 
custom.of the. district in that respect^ or his own convenience and 
that of the inhabitants* — Id» 

The practice of inflicting corporal punishment upon scholars, tfi 
any ease whatever^ has no sanction but usage. The teacher is re- 
sponsible for maintaining good order, and he must be the judge of 
the degree and nature of the punishment required where his au- 
thority is set at defiance. At the same time he is liable to the par- 
ty injured for any abuse of a prerogative which is whoUy derived 
from custom — Per John A. Diz, Su^t. Oommon Schod Decisions^ 
102. 

4 



CHAPTER IX. 



APPEALS TO THE STATE SUFEftlNTEHDElJT. 

The cases in which the courts will not entertain jurisdiction of 
complaints of erroneous proceedingis under the school laws, and in 
which only a certiorari will i e, may be inferred from the decision 
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of tlie Supreme court in the case of Easton and others, vs Calender, 
11 Wend. 90, " The plaintiff below was not without his remedjr. 
1 R. S. 487, §110, 111 and the amendment of the law, 20th April 
1830, provides " that any person conceiving himself aggrieved in con- 
sequence of any decision made by the Trustees of any district iii 
paying any teacher ; or concerning any other matter under the pre* 
sent title," (which includes the whole of the school act,) "may ap- 
peal to the Superintendent of Common Schools, whose decision 
shall be final." This provision was intended for what it practically 
is, a cheap and expeditious mode of settling most, if not all, of the 
difficulties and disputes arising in the course of the execution of the 
law. A common law certiorari would no doubt lie from this court, 
to the trustees to bring up and correct -any en*oneous proceeding 
not concluded by an adjudication of the Superintendent, or in a 
case where his powers were inadequate to give the relief to which* 
the party was entitled." 

* The passage of several acta of the Legislature renders necessary 
a revision of the regulations concerning appeals : And the follow- 
ing are therefore substituted for those heretofore established : 

CASES li^ WHICH APPEALS MAY BJ? MADK. 

J. Where any decision . has been made by any School District 
meeting. 

« 

This includes the whole class of cases, in which district meetings 
have the power to decide on any proposition, or motion that may^ 
legally be made to them, under any section of the School Act. 

II. Where any decision has been made by the Town Superiti*' 
tendent of Common Schools, or by him and the Supenrisor and*- 
Town Clerk, in forming or altering, or in refusing to form or alter 
any School District, or in refusing to pay any school moneys to any 
district, and under the general provision, ." concerning any other 
matter under the present title," appeals will also lie from the pro* 
ceedings of such Town Superintendent in any erroneous diistribu- 
tion of public money, m paying it to any district not entitled, or more 
than it is authorized to receive ; and in fact any oiBcial decision, 
actor proceeding, and from a refusal to discharge 4Uiy duty imposed; 
by law, or the regulations of the Superintendent, or incident to the 
duties of his office. 

III. Where any decision has been made by trustees of school 
districts in paying any tea'cher, or refiising to pay him, or in refu- 
sing to admit any scholar gratuitously irito the school: And under 
the same general provision referred to, in improperly admitting any 
scholar gratuitously, m making Out aay tax list, or rate-bill, or ia 
any actor proceeding whatever, which they undertake to p^orm 
officially ; and also for the refusal to discharge any duty enjoined 
by law, or any regulation of the'Supierintendent, or incident to the 
duties of their, office* ...!'... 
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iy« Where Town Superintendents hsve improperly granted or 
annulled a certificate or qualificatii;)n to a teacher ;. or <hjave. rehised 
to grant or annul such certificate ; and whefe they have undertat 
ken to perform any official act, or. refused to discharge any duty igif 
posed by law or under its authority, in the inspection of teachers 
and visitation of schools. 

y* Where Clerks of Districts, Clerks of TV)wn% or other min- 
^terial officers, refuse to perform any duty enjoined hj the Com- 
mon School Act* 

VL Wh^rq any other matter under the said act, shall be pre- 
sented, either in consequence of disputes between districts reffpeet** 
iag their boundarifes, or any other subject ; or in consequence of 
dis^putes between ai^y officers charged with tl^ execution of any 
duties under the laws concerning Common Schopls, or disputes be- 
tween them any other person relating to such duties or any of 
them. 

Under ih» 14t&th section ^' respecting School District Idbnariesy'' 

(m 159.) 

YII. Appeals may be made from any act or decision of trustees 
or school districts concemmg the Libraries or the books therein, or 
the use of sucl^ books.. 

Tin. Any act or decision of the Librarian in respect to the. 
Library. 

IX. Any act or decision of any district meeting in relation to 
their schx)d Kbraryl 

X.' Appeals also lies from the acts of Town Superintendehts of 
Gonimon SoiMxils dn withholding or paying oiFer Hbrary tnoney^to 
amy district. 

BY WHOM APPfiAIiS ARS TO Bfi tfADE. 

Xn. The person aggrieved by the a(3t complained ofy only, can 
appeal. Generally every inhabitant of a district is aggrieved by 
the wrongful act or omission of a trustee or town superintendent^ by 
which money or property is disposed of, or not secured for the bene- 
fit of the district. But no one is aggrieved by another being inclu- 
ded in « tax list or rate-bill, although other inhabitants are by the 
omission of one wito should be taxed ; and appeals may be made by 
trustees, in behalf of their districts whenever they are aggrieved. 

fObm anb manner of proceeding. . 

Xm. An appeal must be in writing and signed by the appe- 
lant Whenmwieby the trustees of a district, it must besigaedby 
all the tmstees, or a reason must be given for the omis^n of eauj^ 
verified by the oath of the appellamt, or of some person aoqpiaint^ ' 
with sneh reason. • 

XI Y. Atx>py of the appeal, duly verified, and of all ^te state- 
ments, maps and papers intended to be presented in support of it, 



mastf be served ott the <rfSeei*s whose act or decisionf is conf phbed 
of, or some of them ; or if it be from the dectoion 6r proceeding of 
a district meeting, upon the district clerk or one of the trust eels, 
whose duty it is to cause information of such appeal to be giveti to 
the inhabitants who voted for the decisibti or proceedihg appealed 
from. 

XV. Such service must be made within thirty days after the 
making of the decision, or the performance of the act complained ttf'; 
or within that time, after the knowledge of the cause of couiplaint 
came to the appellant, or some satisfactory excuse must be render^ 
ed for delay. 

XVI. The party on whom the appeal was served, must within 
ten days from the time of such service, answer the same, either by 
concurring in a statement of fkcts with the a'ppelfiint; or by a sepa* 
rate answer. Spch statement and answer mu^t be signed hf all 
the trustees, or other officers, whose act, omission or decision is ap- 
pealed from, or a good reason on oath must be given, for the omis* 
sion of the signature of any of theni, verified by oath, and a copy 
of such answer must be seryed on the appellants, or * some one df 
them. 

XVII. So far as the parties concur in ia, statement no 6ath will 
be required* to it. But all facts, maps, ot 'papers not agreed upon 
by them' and evidenced by their signature oh both sides,' must be 
verified by oath, g 

■ XVIII. All' oaths required by these regulations must be tak^ 
befbreajudge of a court of record, a ccfmmissioner of' deeds,* af 
justice of the peace, or a town superintendent. 
« XIX. A copy of the answer and df all the statements, maps an^ 
papers intended to be presented in support of it, must be served' 
upon the appellants, or some one of them, within ten days after 
service of a oopy of the appeal, unleiss farther Hme be given by the 
9tate svperintendent, OB ^^tcation, in special easea;. but no t8« 
pUcfKtion or rejomder shall be allowed, except by permission of the 
itate supmnlmdent, and in reference exclusively to matters arising 
upon the ao^wer, and which may be deemevi by such state 6dper« 
lotendenfc pertinent to the issue v in which' case such repllcattion and 
T^oinder eUall be duly vexified by oath, and copies thereof served 
en the opposite patjty. 

. XXv Proof or admisdion of the service of eopiesiof the' appeoS^ 
answer find all other- papers intended to be usied on the hearing of 
giich appeal, must in all cases, accompany l^e sAnau 

XXI. When any proceeding of a 'district meeting is appesded" 
from, and when the iobabiUuits of a district generally are interest^ 
in'dui matt^ of tiie appeal, and In all cases wbens aft inbabitanj^ 
might be an appellant, had the decision or proceeding been the opi 
posite of that which was made or had ; any one of more of such in- 
habitants may answer the appeal, with or without the trustees. 

XXII. Where the appeal has relation to the alteration or form- 
ation of a school district, it must be accompanied by a map, exhib- 
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itiiig tbe site of the school house, the rofids, the old and nevrlifies 
of districts, the different lots, the particular location, and distance 
from the school-houses, of the persons aggrieved ; and their rel- 
ative distance, if there are two or more school-houses in question. 
Also, a list of all the taxable inhabitants ip the district or territory 
to be affected by the question ; the valuation of the property taken 
from the last assessment roll, and the number of children between 
five and sixteen belonging to each person, distinguishing the dis- 
tricts to which they respectively belong. 

XXIII. When the copy of the appeal is served, all proceedings 
upon or in continuation of the act complained of, or consequent ia 
any way upon such act, must be suspended until the case is decid- 
ed. So where any decision concerning the distribution of public 
money to one or more districts is appealed from, the town superin- 
tendent must retain the money which is in dispute until the appeal 
is decided. And where trustees have money in their hands claim- 
ed to belong to any person, or any other district, after the copy of 
an appeal is served on them in relation to such claim, they must 
retain such moneys to abide the result, and must not expend them 
80 as to defeat the object of the appeal. 

XXIV. Whenever a decision is made by the superintendent, and 
communicated to the town superintendent of common schools, re-^ 
specting the formation, division or alteration of disti*icts, he must 
cause the decision to be recorded in the office of the town clerks 
All other decisions comnmnicated to him, or to the trustees of dis- 
tricts, are to be kept among the official papers of the clerk of tho 
town or district and handed over to his successors ; and the district 
clerks are required to record all such as come to (heir hands in the 
district book. kept by thejxi. 

• ■'... 
NoTs^ — By a olet^ieal erjrorin the engrossment of the 16th sec* 
tion of Chap. 382 oC the laws of 1849, section 132 of Cb«p. 480^ 
laws, of 1847, conferring appellate jurisdiction on the State Soper- 
intendent of Common Schools, was inadvertently repealed. The 
Superintendent has, however, continued to entertain appeals in ao> 
eordande with the regulations above inserted, tohere suck appeak 
have been suhmtUed by thp parties respectively^ to his decision. 
A bill correcting the error in the act of 1849, passed the Assent 
bly at its. last session, and was supposed to have passed the Senate, 
at the time of the passing of these sheets through the press, in 
consequence of which, the original section (132) relating to appeals 
was restored. As there can be little doubt that this section wiU be 
ye-instated at the ensuing session of the Legislature, it has been 
deemed. expedient to retain that portion. of the instructionB relating 
to appeals, with this explanatory note. 
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PART IV. 



• LOCAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS, 



&WFaonNo 
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COMMON SCHOOLS, 



ALBANY. 

[Laws of 1844, Chap. 128.] 

I 1. The mayor and recorder of the dty of Albany, and the Regents of 
"flie University residing in said city, dhall, without delay, appoint nine per- 
iBons, residents of the city of Albany, to be denominated a Board of Com- 
missioners of the District Schools of the city of Albany, who shall be divi- 
ded by lot into three classes, to be numbered one, two and three : the term 
of office of the first'class shall be one year, from the first day of June next ; 
of the aeeond, two ; and of the third, three years from that day : and three 
oommissioners shall thereafter annually be appointed by (he said mayor and. 
recorder of the city of Albany, and the regents of the university residing 
in said city, in place of those whose terms of office shall expire, who shall 
hold their office for three years, and until thoir successors be duly ap> 

Sointed. In case of a vacancy in the office of either of. the commission|»^ 
uring the period for which he or they shall have been respectively appoint- 
ed, the said mayor and recorder of the city of Albany and the regents of 
the university residing in the said city, shall fill such vacancy, and the person 
or persons so appointed to fill such vaoancy, shall hold the office only for the 
ttiiieiq[>ired term so beeominr yaoant 

§ 2. Any meiAber of said board of eommissionere may be removed, for 
'Oause, from office, by a vote of two-thirds of the persons aiithorized by the 
preceding section to appoint such eommissiooers ; and any vacancy so made 
diall be filled in the manner already provided. 

§ 3. The board of commissioners e^all have power to appoint one of 
their number president of said board, who shall have the powers usually in> 
eident to such office ; and said board shall have poweir, and it shall be their 
daty, to appoint a secretary to said board, who shall perform such duties as 
the said board from time to time may direct, and who shall receive therefor 
auch compensation, not ezceiedingione hundred and fifty dollars annually, as 
the said board shall provide, out of any moneys remamiiig uneaepended i|i 
the hands of said board. 
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§ 4. The board of comnussioners shall Baye power, and it shall be theur 
i^uty, to contract with and employ the teachers of the district schools of 
said dty ; to remove any teacher upon manifest neglect of duty, or upon 
violation of his or her contract ; to appoint a collector for the said district 
■chools ; to make out rate bills and exempt indigent children therefrom ; to 
•elect and introduce uniform class books mto said schools ; to supply indi- 
gent pupils with said class beoke, by usidg and ap|>repriatin^ for that pur- 
pose a portion of the library money, not esceeofng three hundred dollars in 
any one year ; to appropriate and use, for the purpose of keeping in repair 
the several libraries of said district schools, for mcreasing the same, and for 
purchasing maps and apparatus for said schools, a ^ther portion of said li- 
brary money, not exceeding three hundred dollars annually ; to provide for 
the instruction of the pupUffef aaid'difitri^ soliools iti vo^al nlusic, by a^ 

nfiatingf a fa^thei^ portion of sai^ fibi'ary money,- ncit eadcec^ding' four hil^ 
dollars annually ; to secure, with whatever may remain unexpended of 
said library money, the education of such number of indigent pupils from 
said district schools, in either of the academies or in any normal school of 
laid city, by paying for their tuition therein, as the common council of said 
eity may sanction ; but all children so e^luoiLted shall bave been members of 
laid district schooll for at heafit/ two yeare \ and ndtfaier ' or siich academies 
shall receive from the distxlbutlon of th^ Hter&ture ftmd, ah^ sukn for or on 
account of such pupils ; and such academies shall, in their annual report to 
the regents of the university, state the number of such pupils taught there- 
in ; and no portion of said unezpeadfid xotoney shall be so appropriated un- 
til the ordinary expenses of said district schools for libraries and tuition are 
first satisfied ; to visit the district schools as often as once a quarter ; .to 
hold a meeting of the board once a month, and at the quarterly meetings of 
said board to require the prese^ote.abd' feports of the several principal 
teachers of said schools ; to make a semi-annual report of all the acts of 
said board to the common cOui^cil, kid to nrtdce and publish an annual report 
in two of the daily j)apflrs of said city ; and: gener^Iy to possess the- pow- 
ersy discharge the duties and be subject to aE of the obligations of. the sef- 
eral trustees and other school officers of the said city of Albany, as panted 
and imposed by the several acts now in force in relation to said district 
schools of said city. 

§ A, The booo^d of oortimiwsionere. ekakl ha^ie ]k>wer, and it shall be thdr 
dutf, to make such by-laws and r^ulaiionias lAajrbe seeeeeary fov 1^« prO»- 
■penty, good order and sound diBei|>line of said distrvit schools ; for the se- 
curity and preservation of the schobi-houses and otlier property belonging 
to saiddtstnets ; and generally to carry inio effect the provisions of tbesetf- 
era! school acts oi said city ; and when saiid- by-iaws atid regulations arb 
aaoeticHied by the persons aulhorisod b^ this a«t to appoint said conumssioii- 
6Ri, they eOuol take effect, and not before. 

§6. All School moneys whatsoever, belonging to said district 8«hools» 
whether vebehred ftom tfie State, raised Ik tax, or eollected on school rates» 
shall be deposited 'wilh> ttie Chatttberlan of said city, until drawn, front 
time to time, by duly certified orders of aaad- Board of Commiei^oners ; satid 
saiderdeKs shall set forth <Oie abjeet bf eoehpliyment, «iid bei sigaed Wthe 
officer^ of said board Provided always^ tilat oetibing jxt thk actishttU Wao 
Oonstnied as to authorise, said board to incur any oUigataon t^ffit shall in- 
crease the taxes of said city. 

[Lam of l$4[r, CJia,p, 246.] 

§. 1. The Soard of OomimssieMjers of the Albany district sehdols are hereby 
•authorised to appl;^ takY Ubrary mtaey,- not exploded imdar the fourth seb- 
tiOor of. the aet e&ftitled, **'Aft Aet wMfeendatofT^ to the:8iev«pai- lUits relating. 1» 
distfietaiAookib tketeit^of Albsriy,'' piMilsd April 8, 1844,> «ther to tisa 
.^ym^At of teacMrs* isages^oc to the eontiiigflnti ospenseb of tlae distriui 
schools of said city. 
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{Latoi 0/1837. Chap, 218.] 

g 9. The lehool buildings ami lots gd> which the same are erected, now 
belonging to, or that maj hereafter belong to any sohool district in said cit j 
of Albany, shall be exempt from all taxes or assessments. 

[Laws of 1837. Chap, 368.] 

§ 2. ' The Oommiesioners of common schools shall apportion annnally, <m 
the returns of qualified teachers, for the instruction of the children in th6 
Albany Orphan Asylum for destitute children, their pronortion of the pubr 
lie money for the support of schools ; which money, wnen so apportioned 
and paid to the trustees of the district, shall be paid to such teachers fbr 
teacners' wages. 

[Law9 of 1887. Chap. 369.] 

§ 9. The Supervisors of the county of Albany, at their annual meetic^ 
in each year, shall cause a sum- of money, equal to twice the amount of the 
money apportioned to the city from the common school fund, together With 
collector s fees, to be raised, levied and collected m the same manner thai 
other taxes are raised, levied and collected ; and when so raised, to be paid 
to the OhiMnberlain, for. the support of common schools in the city of Alba- 
ny, to be apportioned and distributed, as now provided for by law. 

§ 2. An moneys apportioned by the commissioners of common schoola 
to the trustees of a district which shall have remained in the hands of the 
Chamberlain for one year after such apportionment, by reason of the true? 
tees neglecting or refusing to receive the same, shall be added to the moneys 
next thereafter to be apportioned bv the commissioners, and shall be appor>. 
tioned and paid therewith and in the same manner. 

§ 8. No school district now formed, or hereafter to be formed, east of 
Perry street, shall have power to hold a district school meeting, to vote a 
tax, or to do any act as a district meeting ; nor shall have power to sell or 
dispose of the diati'ict propei'ty, without a legislative enactment. 

AUBURN. 

[IhW>» of 1S50. CAop. 849.] 

§ 1. Title eight of an act to incorporate the city of Auburn, passed Marcb 
21, 1848, is hereby repealed. 

§ 2. The offices of the several trustees^ clerk^ collectors and librarians of 
school districts, in the city of Aubum, shall cease on the third Tuesday in 
April, one thousand, eight hundred and fifty, in like manner as if the same 
had expired by lapse of time. The inhabitants of said cit^, qualified to 
vote at schod: district meetings, shall assemble in their respective school dis^ 
tricts on the day last mentioned^ at the school house in such district, and 
choose one trustee and a clerk of the district, who shall hold their respect- 
ive offices until the next annual district meeting, in the district, for whi<^ 
. they shall be respectively chosen* and until- their successors shall have been 
severally chosen. Suc^ annual district meeting, shall hereafter be holden in 
the several districts in said city, on the second Monday in March in each 
Year ; and from and after the pi^sage of this act,., omy one . trustee shall 
be chosen annually in any school district in said city* 

S 8. The t];ufitee elected in any dislrict in said city, shall have the jX)we9 
and it shaU be his duty, to call special meetings of the inhabitants ot such, 
districts liable to pay taxes, whenever he shall deem it necessary or proper 
to i^ve notice of special, annual and adjourned meetings^ in the manner pre- 
Bcnbed in this act, if there be no clerk of the district, or he be absent or in- 
capable of acting, or shall refuse or n^lect to give such notice ; to visit th^ 
schools kept in the district as often as once ir each quarter,^ apd to report til^t 
condition of the same, with such suggestions for the improvement thereof as 
be may deem proper, to the board of educatioa hereinafter named, and to 
perform such other duties- as may be from time, ta time in^posed upon lain 
ny the said board of education. 



cation to &L the site of the BtAd echool house, and determine the sum neces- 
sary to be raised for the purchase of such site and the building of said school 
house, and report the same to the common council, which sum shidl in no 
ease exceed tne sum of three thousand dollars, 

§ 15. It shall be the duty of the common council to le^y and raise upon 
the said district the sum so reported, pursuant to the last section, in the same 
manner as the general taxes of the city are levied or raised, except that the 
same shall be collected on a separate warrant, and when the same shall be 
dollected it shall be paid to the city treasurer, and deposited to the credit of 
the board of education ; and no part thereof shall be appropriated by said 
board otherwise than for the purchase and improvement of such site and the 
erection of such school-house, with the appurtenances. 

§ 16. The said board of education snail annually, on or before the first 
day of June, fix and determine, and certify and report to the common council, 
the amount of money which, when added to the money annually apportioned 
to the city of Auburn, or to the several school districts comprised therein, 
out of the funds belonging to the state, shall be necessary to defray the ex- 
penses of all the common or district schools in said city for the ensuing year, 
for fuel, furniture, school apparatus, repairs and insurance of school-house, 
teachers' wages and contingent expenses, and also to defray the expenses of a 
school for colored children, as hereinafter provided ; and to pay the compen- 
sation of the clerk of the board of education, and ^e contingent expenses of 
imch board. The amount bo certified shall in no case exceed five times the 
amount which shall have been apportioned out of the funds belonging to the 
state as aforesaid, for the year next preceding. 

« § 1*7. The coinmon council of the said city sball annually levy and raise 
the amount of money so certified and reported by the board of education, 
tatd the said amount so to be raised shall be levied and collected at the same 
time and in the same manner as the other general taxes of the said city are 
levied and raised, and in addition thereto ; butihe warrant issued to the colv 
lector for the collection of such taxes shall specify what amount of such 
taxes shall be paid to the treasurer for general city purposes, and what part 
as a fund for the support of schools. 

§ 18. All moneys levied and raised for the support of common schools, 
together with the public money received from the state, shall be paid to the 
treasurer 6f the city of Auburn, and shall by him be kept separate and dis- 
tinct from the other moneys of said city, and shall be known and distlDgnish* 
ed as the common school fund, and shall be paid out by the treasurer, only 
upon an order drawn upon him. and signed by the president and countersioi- 
ed by the clerk of said board of education ; and no such order shall be 
drawn except by virtue of a resolution of the board. Such order shall spec- 
ify for what purpose the amount specified therein is to be paid, and the clerk 
of such boara smJl keep an accurate account, mider the appropriate heads 
of expenditure, of all orders drawn on the treas\!Ury, in a check oook, to be 
kept by him for that purpose. 

§ 19. The board of supervisors of Cayuga county shall not have power 
to levy any tax up6n the city of Auburn, for thfi support or on account of 
common schools. 

8 20. The said board of education shall exclusively audit all ac<!ounts 
and claims against any school district, or which have accrued on account of 
any district school in said city, and the payment of the same or of such partf 
hereof as shall be allowed by the said board, shall be made directly to suco 
dbdmants by the city treasurer, out of* the moneys belonging to the common 
school flmd, upon the order of stud board, as hereinbefore provided ; but the 
aggregate of tne expenditures and coii,tract8 of the said board during anj 
year shall not exceed the amount of moneys which ahall be subject to their 
drder during the then current year. 

^ g !21. ^ Whenever, from the annual estimate presented to the common coun- 
cil b^ sud board of education, it shall appear- tnat the expenses of any school 
distnot fbr the ensuing year, exclusive of teachers* wages, will exceed thb 



the transaction of business. The mayor shall be the president of such board 
and shall have power to call special meetings thereof, in the manner pro- 
Tided by law for calling special meetings of the common council. In the 
absence of the mayor, the said board shall appoint some other member to 
preside at such meetings, and perform the duties of the president The su- 
perintendent of common schools shall be the clerk of such board ; he shall 
attend the meetings and keep a record of the proceedings of the said board ; 
he shall possess all the powers and be required to perform all the duties, in 
reference to the schools of said city, of town superintendents of common 
schools, except as otherwise in this act provided, and shall perform sucb 
other duties as the said board shall from time to time prescribe. 

§ 10. The board of education shall fix the compensation of the superin- 
tendent of common schools, for his services as clerk of such board, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred dollars per year, and for such other services as he may 
perform otherwise than as such clerk, he shall be entitled to the same com- 
pensation as provided by law for town superintendenfis of schools for similar 
services, and nis account therefor shall be audited by such board and paid by 
the city treasurer, out of the moneys in this act specified as the common 
school fund, and not otherwise. 

§ 11. The said board of education shall ^possess all the powers conferred 
by law upon town superintendents of common schools, as to the formation 
and alteration of school districts within said city, except that in arranging 
such districts, no territory without the limits of said city shall be included, 
nor shall any territory within said citv belong to or be taxed in any school 
district of any adjoining town ; and shall possess all the powers and be sub- 
ject to all the duties and responsibilities of trustees of common schools in 
towns, as to the several common or district Ischools within said city, so far as 
the same are applicable, except as otherwise in this act provided, and shall 
have the custody of all the property, real and personal, belonging to or own^ 
ed by the several school districts, and shall pay the compensation of the 
teachers of the said schools, and all other necessary and contingent expenses 
incurred in the support thereof ; and shall appoint librarians to take charge 
of the several district libraries, who shall be subject to the control and hc3d 
their offices during the pleasure of such board ; and shall have the power 
and it shall be their duty to pass such by-laws and ordinances for the regular 
tion, government, control and management of the common schools in said city, 
and of the teachers and pupils of such schools, and of the officers of the sev- 
eral school districts in said city, and for the safe-keeping, disposition and man* 
agement of the libraries, maps and apparatus appertaining to such schools, 
and to regulate the text books used in such schools, aS they shall deem expe- 
dient ; and sard board may prescribe a penalty for a violation of any ordi- 
nance or by-law authorized oy this act, not exceeding ten dollars ; and any 
such penalty may be sued for and recovered with costs, in the name of the 
mayor and common councfl of the city of Auburn ; and the said board may 
subject the parent or guardian of any minor, and the master or mistress of 
any apprentice or servant, to any sudh penalty for a violation of any such or- 
dinance or by-law, by any such minor, apprentice or servant. 

g 12. All penalties collected by virtue of this act shall be paid to the 
city treasurer, and by him deposited to the credit of the common school 
fund. 

' §18. The clerk of the board of education shall keep a record of all by- 
laws and ordinances which shall be passed by said board, and the same shall 
be published and take effect, and be proved and read in evidence, in like man- 
ner as ordinances passed by the common council of the city of Auburn ; a rec- 
ord or entry made by the said clerk at the time of the first publication of 
any ordinances, or a copy thereof duly certified by him, or the affidavit of the 
printer or publisher, shall be presumptive evidence of Uie publication thereof, 
m all courlp and places. ^ , 

§ 14. Whenever the inhabitants of any school district shall, by vote, de^ 
termine to build a school-house, it shall be the duty of the said board of edo- 
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cation to fix the site of tile said school house, and determine the sum neces- 
sary to be raised for the purchase of such site and the building of said school 
house, and report the same to the common coundl, which sum shall in no 
base exceed tne sum of three thousand dollars, 

§ 15. It shall be the duty of the common council to levy and raise upon 
the said district the sum so reported, pursuant to the last section, in the same 
manner as the general taxes of the city are levied or raised, except that the 
same shall be collected on a separate warrant, and when the same shall be 
Collected it shall be paid to the city treasurer, and deposited to the credit of 
the board of education ; and no part thereof shall be appropriated by said 
board otherwise than for the purchase and improvement of such site and the 
etection of such school-house, with the appurtenances. 

§ 16. The said boafd of education shall annuaUy, on or before the first 
day of June, fix and determine, and certify and report to the common council, 
the amount of money which, when added to the money annually apportioned 
fo the city of Auburn, or to the several school districts comprised therein, 
out of the funds belonging to the state, shall be necessary to defray the ex- 
penses of all t^ie common or district schools in said city for the ensuing year, 
for fuel, furniture, school apparatus, repairs and insurance of school-bouse, 
teachers' wages and contingent expenses, and also to defray tbe expenses of a 
school for colored children, as hereinafter provided : and to pay the compen- 
sation of the clerk of the board of education, and we contingent expenses of 
«Qcb board. The amount so certified shall in no ease exceed five times the 
amount which shaH have been apportioned out of the funds belonging to the 
state as aforesaid, for the year next preceding. 

• § 17. The coinmon council of the said city shall annually levy and raise 
the amount of money so certified and reported by the board of education, 
and the said amount so to be raised shall be levied and collected at the same 
time and in the same manner as the other general taxes of the said city are 
levied and raised, and in addition thereto ; but the warrant issued to the cols 
lector for tbe collection of such taxes shall specify what amount of such 
taxes shall be paid to the treasurer for general city purposes, and what part 
as a fund for the support of schools. 

§ 18. All moneys levied and raised for the support of common schools, 
togetber witb the public money received from the state, shall be paid to the 
treasurer 6f the city of Auburn, and shall by him be kept separate and dis- 
iSnet from the other moneys of said city, and shall be known and distingnish- 
ed as the common school fund, and shall be paid out by the treasurer, only 
upon an order drawn upon him. and signed by the president and countersifli- 
ed by the clerk of said board of education ; and no such prder shall be 
drawn except by virtue of a resolution of the board. Such order shall spec- 
ify for what purpose the amount specified therein is to be paid, and the clerk 
of such board shall keep an accurate account, uvder the appropriate beads 
of expenditure, of all orders drawn on the treasilry, in a check book, to be 
kept Dy him for that purpose. 

§10. The board of supervisors of Cayuga county shall not have power 
to levy any tax tlp6n tbe city of Auburn, lor tha support or on ^count of 
eommon schools. 

§ 20. The said board of education shall exclusively audit all aceounts 
and claims against any school district, or which have accrued on account of 
Kny district school in said city, and the payment of the same or of such pftrtf 
hereof as shall be allbwed by the said board, shall be made directly to such 
claimants by the city treasurer, out of* the moneys belonging to the common 
school ftmd, upon the order of sud board, as hereinbefore provided ; but the 
nggregate of tne expenditures and contracts of the said ooard during any 
year shall not exceed the amount of moneys which ahall be subject to their 
t)rder during the then current year. 

^ § il. Whenever, from the annua.! estimate presented to the common coun* 
cH by said board of education, it shall appear- that the expenses of any school 
dSstnet for the ensuing year, exclusive of teachers* wages, will exceed fbib 
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•ttm of fifty dolIan» the eommon council may, in their dificfetion, order the 
amount of such excess to be levied and assessed upon and collected from 
«ueh district, in the manner hereinbefore proyided for raising moneys to 
build a school house ; and such moneys, when so collected, shall be paid to 
the dtv treasurer, and be by him placed to the credit of the said board of 
education, and shall by said board be expended solely for the benefit of 
•uch district. 

§ 22. The said board of education shall have {x>wer to establish and 
cause to be kept in 'said city, a school for the instruction of colored children^ 
86 they shall deem expedient, and the said board shall haye and exercise all 
the powers in relation to such school, of trustees of school districts in towns, 
■o far as applicable. 

§ 23. Wheneyer the said board of education shall determine to establish 
a school for the instruction of colored children, they shall make an «st^mate 
of the expense of erecting a suitable school-house therefor, and deter« 
mine the site thereof, and report such proceedings to the common coun- 
eil. 

§ 24. The common council shall have power to raise by general tax, In 
the manner hereinbefore' provided, and on a separate warrant, or in addition 
to the general city tax, such sum as shall be necessary to purchase such site 
and bmld such school-house, not exceeding three thoueami dollars ; or, the 
■aid common council may refuse to raise such tax. In case the common 
eouncil shall refuse to raise such tax, the said board of education shall have 
power to provide and lease a suitable room or building, for the accommoda- 
tion of such school, but the annual expenditure for this purpose shall not ex* 
eeed the sum of one hundred dollars — ^the same to be paid from the common 
■ohool fund. 

g 26. All teachers of common sehoole in said city shall be employed by 
the city superintendent of common schools, and the trustees of tne district 
for which such teach^ or teachers shall be employed ; but no appoiBtmeDA 
or empkyyment of any suoh teaeher shall be validf beyond the first regular 
meeting of the board of location therealter, unless sueh appointment shall 
be approved by sueh board ; and all contracts made with teachers by said 
•npermtend^nt and any trustee, shall be subject to the providons of thie 
act ; and such contract shall cease to be binding on the rejection ef such 
teaoher by the board of education. 

§ 26. The said board of education may remove any teac^r lor cause, to 
be specified in the minutes of the proceedings of the said board ; and in 
ease of any such removal, any contract with any such teacher shall ceasej 
and another teacher shall be employed in the manner provided in the last 
preceding section. 

§ 27. To the first annual estimate of school expenses presented by the 
board of education to the common council, the said Doard snail add the pres- 
ent indebtedness of every school district within said city, for any of the 
oai\ses specified in section (16) sixteen of this act, or which may necessarily 
accrue tnerefor, previous to the time of presentation of such first estimate, 
and such additionid amount shall be raised in like manner as the other mon- 
eys stated in said estimate, and shall be paid into and compose a part of the 
oommon school fund ; and the said board shall assume and pay such indebt- 
edn^s out of the monies so received. 

§ 28. The said board of education shall annually publish in some news- 
paper in said city, a statement of the number of common schools in said 
city, and the number of pupils instructed therein, the total amount of mon- 
eys received for school purposes, with the sources thereof, and the expendi- 
tures on account of each school, specifying as near as may be the items of 
•uch expenditures. 

§ 29. An appeal may be taken to the state superintendent of oonunon 
schools from any proceeding of the said board of eaucation, in the formation 
er alteration of any school district, in theaame manner and for the same 
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eauses as appeals may be taken from the proceedings of town superintend- 
ents of common schools. 

§ 80. All titles taken to real estate to be used for school purposes, with 
the exception of a site for a school house for colored children, shall be taken 
in the name of the trustees of the district in which such real estate shall be 
situated, in his official name ; and any real estate now or hereafter owned 
by any school district, may be sold by the trustees of such district, upon a 
vote of the inhabitants of said distnct, and with the approval of the said 
board of education ; and the avails of such real estate shall be paid to the 
city treasurer, and be by him placed to the credit of the boara of educi^ 
tion, and by said board appropriated exclusively to the benefit of such dis- 
trict. 

§ 31. The treasurer and collector of the city of Auburn shall respective- 
ly, with their sureties be liable on their official bonds for any default, de- 
Imquency, neglect or misconduct in the duties with which they may be re- 
spectively charged, under and by virtue of this act, in the same manner and 
with the like effect as for any other official default, delinquency, neglect or 
misconduct. 

§ 32. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby re- 
pealed. ^ N 

g 83. This act shall take effect immediately. 

BROOKLYN. 

[Law8 of 1S50, Chap, HZ.} 

§ 1. The common council of the city of Brooklyn shall, on the first Mon- 
day of February after this act becomes a law, appoint thirty-three persons, 
residents of said city, one of whom at least shall reside in each school dis- 
trict thereof^ who together shall constitute a board of education. It shall 
l^n divide the said board into three equal classes, each class containii^ 
eleven members, and shall determine, by lot their respective terms of office, 
so that the first 'class shall serve one year, the second two years, and tha 
third three years. In each year thereafter, the said common council shaU 
appoint eleven members of said board, care being had to preserve the re]> 
Tesentation of at least one member from each school district, whose term of 
office shall continue three years : and in case a vacancy shall at any time 
occur in said board, the said coundl shall supply the samcr The persons so 
appointed shall be re-eligible, and shall hold office until their successors are 
appointed and shall have qualified. 

^ 2. The board of education shall have the entire charge and direction 
of all the public schools of said city, and of the school moneys raised for 
the support of the same, and shall possess the powers and be subject to the 
general duties of trustees of common schools in this state, so far as the same 
are not impaired or affected by this act. It shall annually choose a presiding 
officer, make its own by laws, keep a journal of its proceedings, define the 
duties of its officers and committees, and prescribe such rules and regula- 
tions for instruction and discipline in the said public schools as arc not in- 
consistent with the laws of the state ; and all the provisions of the act re- 
lating to resignations and expulsions in the common council shall be appli- 
cable to the board of education. 

§ 3 . The whole city shall be a school district for all purposes of taxation 
as well for the purchase of school ntes and the buildmg and repairiog of 
sehool houses, as for the annual support of schools ; but maM be divided by 
the board of education into as many districts as there are schools, for the 
purpose of determining the limits within which childi'en may attend such 
schools. 

§ 4. The board of education shall have power to organize and establish 
schools for colored children, and such evening schools as it may^ from time 
to time, deem expecUent, and shall adopt tiie necessary rules for the govern- ' 
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meat of the same. It may make use of tEe public school houses under its 
charge for such evening schools, and the expenses of said schools shall be 
paid out of the general fund, in the same manner as those of the other pub- 
uo schools. Ko person shall be prohibited from attending the evening schools 
on account of age. 

§ 5. The board of education shall appoint a city superintendent of com- 
mon schools, who shall, ez-officio, be the secretary of the board. In addi- 
tion to such other duties as may be devolved upon him by the board, in the 
visitation and superintendence of the schools, he shall examine the qualifi- 
cations of teachers and grant certificates, in such manner and form as may 
be prescribed by the state superintendent, which, shall not be in force long- 
er than a year, and mav at any time be revoked by the board of education. 
He shall also make sucn annual and other reports of the condition of the 
schools and of other matters as may be required by law or by the said 
board. He shall be paid a salary out of the general fund, to be fixed by 
the board, and may be removed from office by the vote of a majority of a& 
the members of the board of education. 

g 6. The treasurer of the city shall be, ex-officio, the treasurer of the 
board of education, and shall receive to the credit of said board, from the 
oounty treasurer, the amount of school money to which the city is entitled 
from the state appropriation, together with such amount as is raised by the 
board of. supervisors to entitle Sie city to its distributive share of the school 
moneys of the state, and from the city collector the money raised by tax for 
the support of schools ; and he shall disburse the same only by the order 
and upon the warrant of the board of education, drawn in uvor of the per- 
son entitled to payment,, signed by the presiding officer of the board, and 
<K>unterfflgned by its secretary. 

§ 7. The treasurer shall give such bonds for the faithful performance of 
his duty as the common council may require, and shall report monthly to 
the board of education his receipts and expenditures, with the balance re- 
maining on hand to the credit of the board, and such other information 
in relation thereto as the board of education may, from time to time, re- 
quire. I 

§ 8. The board of education shall provide for takiog an annual census of 
all the children of the dty, on the thirty-first day of December in each year, 
between the ages of five and sixteen years indusive, which enumeration, 
with such statistical and other information as may be required i>j law, aliall 
be included in the report of the city superintenoent, required in a previous 
section. 

§ 9. The board of education shall present, annually, on or before the first 
Monday in February, to the common council, an estimate of the money re- 
quired to be raised m the ensuing year for the support of the schools, and 
tor the purchase of school sites, as well as for the building and repaii-ing of 
school-houses ; and the common council shall determine what sums shall be 
raised for such purposes, respectively, in addition to the amount already re- 
quired by law, in order to entitle the city to its distributive share of the statei 
school money. 

§ 10. The amount of money to be raised for the support of schools in 
any one yekr, exclusive of the sums required to purchase sites and to build 
and repair school-houses, as well as to entitle the city to its share of the state 
school money, shall not be less than one dollar and twenty-five cents, nor 
more than one dollar and seventy-five cents for each child between the ages 
of five and sixteen years within the city — ^as ascertained by the previous 
census, herein required to be taken on the thirty-first day of December in 
each year. 

§11. The several amounts so determined by the common council to be 
raised as aforesaid, shall be levied upon all the taxable property of the city, 
in the same manner and at the same time as the taxes for city purposes, and 
shall be stated and sent to the board of county supervisors to be levied and 
«olleoted accordingly. 
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$ 12. The board of supetYisors, in their warrant to the collector, shall di- 
rect him to pay the amount so to be collected to the treasm'er of tJie dtj, to 
tile credit of the board of education, out of the first moneys collected. 

g 13. It shaU be 1^ duty of the first board of dty assessors elected after 
this law shall take effect, to estimate the value of the school property of each 
school district as heretofore ezistins, and certify the same to the board of 
•nper visors. The supervisors shall tnereupon, proceed to equaUze the said val- 
ue by assessing the aggregate amount thereof upon the whole city, and cred- 
iting each sdiool district on account of its general tax, with the value of its 
separate school property, and its special 8(£ool taxes already laid and in pro- 
gress of collection. 

g 14. The board of education shall determine the number and location 
of schools ; but no expenditures for the purchase of ground or the erection of 
sdiool-houses shall hereafter be made, unless the same shall have been ap- 
proved of ^by the common council. Such approval shall be deemed to have 
been given when the tax therefor shall be approved by the common council, 
and levied by the supervisors ; or it may be specially given upon the appli- 
cation of the board of education to make such expenditure, in anticipation of 
a tax to be levied in the ensuing year. 

§ 16. The title of all the property now or hereafter to be reg^uired for 
school purposes, shall be vested in the board of education. 

^ 16. The board of education shall determine whether any and what por- 
tion of the state appropriation and the county tax, designated as library mon- 
ef , shall be applied to the purchase of school libraries and apparatus, and the 
disposition thereof ; and the residue of said money shall be applied to the 
payment of teachers' wag^s, or for the purchase of sdiool books, and to no 
dthcr purpose. 

g 17. The money raised for the purchase of school sites, and the building, 
repairing and furnishing of school-houses, shall be known as the *' special 
scnool fund,'' and all other moneys as the *' general school fund;** and it ^aU 
be the duty of the board of education to keep accurate accounts of its re- 
ceipts and expenditures, distinguishing between those of a general and tiiiose 
of a special character ; and it mail not be lawftd to expend any portion of the 
moneys raised for the use of one of said funds, for the purposes of the other 
of said funds, but the expenditures shall be made in conformity with the ap- 
propriations under which the funds were levied and collected. 

g 18. The board of education shaU make returns annually, to the common 
aouncil, of its receipts and expenditures, specifying those on account of the 
g*eneral and special funds respectively, witli such other detmls as the com- 
mon council may from time to time require. 

g 19. No school in said city shall be entitled to any portion of the school 
moneys, in whidi the religious sectarian doctrine or tenets of any particular 
(Christian or other religious sect shall be taught or inculcated, or which shall 
refuse or prohibit visits or examinations by ue city superintendent or mem- 
bers of the board of education of said city ; provided tnat this section shall 
not be deemed to prohibit the use of the holy scriptures without note or com- 
ment 

g 20. The schools of the asylum societies, in said city, shall participate in 
the distribution of the school moneys, in such manner that they shfdl respect- 
ively receive a sum in proportijion to the number of children who shall nave 
actually attended such sdiool without charge during the preceding year, for 
which sdiool moneys are raised ; which sum shall be equal to the amount 
paid to any of the public schools in said dty, in proportion to the number of 
children who shall nave actually attended any such school during the said 
preceding year, actually orphans, or half orphans. 

[Lam of 1851, C9u^, 229.] 

g 15. The amount of money to be raised in any one year for the support 
of Common Schools in the city of Brooklyn, exclusive of t^e sums required 
to purchase sites, to buihl and repair school houses, and to entitle Hie city to 
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Us sWe of tbe State School money, shall be such sum as the said, Common 
Council may deem necessary therefor, not to exceed the amount no'v^ allow- 
ted by law. 

BUFFALO. 

[LawB of 1843, eh. 1^2, tities IT and JX, as^mmMhyck 1«6, Idws of 1849. J 

Title It § 11 and 22. The common council shalli on the second' Tues- 
day of March m each year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, appoint by 
ballot, a city superintendent of common schools, who shall hold his office un- 
til the second 'I\iesday of the month of March next after such appointment, 
wiless sooner removea or disqualified, and until his successor in omce shall be 
aj]{>ointed, and enter upon his duties. 

[TUU iJC-^f Gomnum andothef BchoidiJ] 

g 1 . The mayor and aldftrmen of the city of Bnflalo, shall, by virtue of 
tijeir ofllces, be commisaioners of common schools in and for said €ity, and iff 
common council shall perform all the duties of such commissioners, and shal!* 
possess all the rights, power and authority of commissioners (town superin- 
tendents) of common schoc^s in the several towns in this state. 

§ 2. The clerk of said city, shall be the clerk of the mayor and aldermett 
thereof, when acting as commissioners of common schools, and shall perform 
all the duties required of* the totm clerks of the several towns in the state, 
as clerks of the commissioners of common schools of such towns, and be sub* 
ject to the same penalties for the neelect thereof 

§ 8. In all appropriations of pumic money for schools, or other purpoSies, 
the city of Buffalo shall be taken and considered as a town in the county of 
Brie, and shall be entitled to copies of laws in the same manner as other 
towns in said county ; and all sncn moneys or bodks shall be paid or deliv»* 
ed to the common council. 

§ 4. The common council may expend such portion as they mav deem 
proper, of any library moneys hereafter received from the state, in binding 
and repairing the books in the city library, in purchasing maps and other 
apparatus for the schools, and. in supplying indigent scholars in the schools 
under their charge, with necessary common school books, and other imple- 
ments of learning. 

§ 5. AU the district schools orgamzed wrihin the city of Buffklo, shall be 
public, and free to all white children residing within the district, under th* 

Se of sixteen [21] years, and the common council, by a vote of two-thirds of 
I the aldermen elected, are hereby authorized to include in the general an^ 
Bual city tax authorized to be raised, under the third section of the fifth tltfc 
of this act, sudi additional sum as, in their opinion, with the public school 
moneys for tbe year, wUl be sufficient to support their school system, and to 
defray the expenses of all the schools under their chaise; exc^t such of said 
expenses as may be raised by district tax. The moneys thus raised for school 
purposes, togedier with all moneys received from oth^r sources for such 
purposes, shall constitute a separate fund, to be called the school fund, and a 
separate and distinct account thereof shall be kept by the proper officer or of- 
ficers of the city ; and the moneys- of this Amd shall not be appropriated or 
diverted to any other purpose whatever. 

§ 6. The common council shall provide and maintain one or mere free 
schools in the city for the colored children thereof ; and may purchase one or 
more sites, and erect thereon, furnish and maintain all buildings necessary for 
such schools ; and shall from time to time, raise all moneys necessary for 
these purposes, by general tax, in the manner provided by the last section. 

§ 7. The common council shall have power, and it shall be their' duty, 
witenever it may be necessary so to- do, 

1. To designate and purchase or lease, in each school district^ a site or siteft 
for the school-house or school houses therein, and to fence and improve the' 
eame as to them iihall appear stiita^e and proper : 

19 
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2. T6 build on such site or sites, or on any lot owned t)y such district, sudf 
8cho<)l-hou8e or school-houses and out houses as shall to them appear suitable 
and sufficient for such districts : 

8. To complete, improve, enlarge or repair any district school-house, from 
time to time as they shall think proper, and to supply such school-houses, 
whenever they deem it expedient^ with such school apparatus, books, fumi- 
ture and appendages as they may direct ; and to prescribe the course and ex^ 
tent of the studies to be ptu'sned therein : 

4. To order from time to time, a tax to be levied upon all the taxable- 
property of any district, sufficient to pav all such sums as they may have ex- 
pended or deem necessary to be expenaed in that district, for the purposes ixr 
this section above specified : 

5. To make out a tax roll or list of everv district tax ordered by them, 
within sixty days after such district tax shall be ordered, similar in form to 
the general assessment roll in said city, ascertaining the valuation of the prop- 
erty to be taxed as far as possible from the last assessment roll of said city ;. 
and no person shall be entitled to any reduction of the valuation of such prop- 
erty so ascertained, unless he shall give notice of his claim to such reduction 
to the city superintendent of common schools within ten days after the pas- 
sage of the order to raise such tax ; and when such valuation of taxable prop- 
erty cannot be ascertained from such assessment roll, the common council, or 
Buch superintendent, shall ascertain such valuation by the best means in their 
power. Such rolls may be delivered for collection to the collector of the dis- 
trict or to the city collector*": 

d. To make such by-laws and ordinances as they may deem necessary for 
the prosperity and good order and government of the common schools, and 
the security and preservation of the school-houses and other property belong"* 
ing to the school districts, and to prescribe the duties and powers of the su- 
perintendent and of the several district clerks, trustees and collectors, in all 
oases not provided for by this act : 

7. To require and take from the district collectors such security as they 
may deem aaequate ; if such security be not given by any such collector, they 
may remove him and appoint a successor : 

8. To authoiize ana require the superintendent of common schools in said 
city to do any act or to pmorm any duty required of any trustee of a school 
district of said city, in case of any vacancy in the office of trustee, or of the 
neglect or refusal of such trustee to perform such duty : 

9. To divide the district schools in said city into primary and higher 
departments or otherwise, whenever they shall deem such divi&ion desirable,, 
and to prescribe regulations for the transfer of scholars from one department 
to the other, and also to direct the superintendent to provide suitable and suf- 
ficient instructors for each of the said departments. 

§ 9. The superintendent of common schools of said city, shall be the execu- 
tive officer of the common council to carry into effect all the provisions of this 
act, and the ordinanees and orders of the said conmion council, in respect to 
common schools ; and it shall be lawful for the said common council to assign 
to the said superintendent, the performance of any duty requu*ed of them, in 
respect to the common schools of said city; he snidl, m respect to the com- 
mon schools of said city, possess all the powers and authority, and be subject 
to the duties and obligations of the inspectors of common schools of the diner- 
ent towns of this state. He shall also have power, and it shall be his duty, 

1. To have the care and custody, and provide for the safe keeping of dis- 
trict school-houses in said city : 

2. To contract with and employ all teachers of the several district schoola 
therein : 

3. Under the direction of the common council, to contract for and super- 
intend the building, enlarging, improving, furnishing and repairing of all school- 
hoiises ordered to be erected by the said common council, and the making of all 
repairs and improvements on and around the same : 
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4. la all cases where no other proyisioa is made by this act, to supply the 
place and perform the several duties in respect to the several school districte . 
la said city, required of ..the trustees of the several school districts in this 
state, by the general statutes relating to common schools : 

6. To perform such other duties as may be from time to time imposed en 
him by the common council. 

§ 10. The inhabitants of any school district entitled to vote at district 
meetings, when legally assembled in district meeting, shall have the same 
power as is now given by law to the inhabitants of the several school distiicts 
m the different towns in this state, except that there shall be but one trustee 
elected in each district ; and that such meeting shall not possess the power 
to designate the site for a school-housej or to lay a tax to purchase or lease a 
site for a school-house, or to build, hire, or purchase a school-house for such 
district The clerk and collector of such aistricts shall possess the powers 
and authority, and be subject to the same duties and obbgations, as such of- 
ficers in the several districts of this state except as herein otherwise provided. 

§ 11. It shall be sujSicient notice of any annual, special or adjourned dis- 
trict meeting, to publish such notice once in each week, for two successive 
weeks preceding me time of holding such meeting, m the city paper, and by 
afoing a copy of the same on the outer door of the district school-house, (if 
there be any,) and posting a copy of the same in three other public places m 
such district ; the posting of said notice to be done at least ten days before 
such meeting ; and no other notice of any such meeting need be given. The 
annual meetings of f^uHi district shall be held on the Monday preceding the 
last Tuesday in December in each year. The superintendent of the common 
schools for the said city, shall revise ike proceedings of such meetings, and 
see that the proper records of such proceeaings are made by the clerk in the 
book of district records, to be proviaed by the said superintendent, and kept 
by the clerk of such district for such purposes ; and the Said superintendent,, 
and the mayor and aldermen of said city, and every taxable inhabitant of such 
district shall be permitted by the clerk, at all proper times, to examine the same. 

§ 12. The trustee elected in any school district in said city shall have 
the power, and it shall be his duty, 

1. 1*0 call special meetings of the inhabitants of such district, liable to pay 
taxes, whenever it shall be by him deemed necessary or proper : 

2. To give notice of special, annual and adjourned meetings, in the manner 
prescribed in this act, if there be no clerk of tjie district, or he be absent or 
mcapable of acting, or shall neglect or refuse to give such notice : 

8. To visit the schools kept in the district as often as once in each quar- 
ter, and to report the condition of the ^ame, with such suggestions for the 
improvement thereof as he may deem proper to the common council : 

4. To perform such other duties as may be from time to time imposed up- 
on him by the common council, 

§ 13. The common council shall annually publish in the city paper a state- 
ment of the number of common schools in the said city ; the nuniber of pupils 
instructed therein, the year preceding ; the, several branches of education 
pursued by them, and the receipts and expenditures of each school, specifying 
the sources of such receipts, and the objects of such expenditure. 

BUSH WICK. 

[Laws o/" 184Y, chap. 81 1.] 

AN" ACT to provide for free schools in the town of Bushwich 

Passed October 16, 1847, "three-fifths being present.*' 
The People of the State of Neva-York^ represented ir^ Senate and Assembly ^ do 
enact as follows : 

§1. The trustees of the several school districts in the town of Bushwick 
in the county of Kings shall annually, s^t least, three weeks before their annu- 
al meetipg. or of a special meeting ,to be called for that purpose, prepare an 
estimate of the amount which they shall deem necessaiy to^pay the debts of 



such district, and for the support of common schools therein, for the ensuing- 
yWtr, "erielueive of the moiieys'lfhich they may be ettfitlM'io receive fwwa the 
town superintendent, 'and' including fte sums reqtrii'ed fot'*&6 purdiase of ftfe^ 
cessary furniture, apparatus tihd' books, and for coiitiugent expenses, attd shall 
cause printed notices thereof to be posted for two weeks tnereafler, in five 
ormore of the most public placto in d*ird districts. They shall pi'esent such 
estimate at such meeting, when the inhabitants of stich fctrict then present', 
shall vote thereon for each item separately, and ihe same orso niueh hereof 
as ehall be approved of by a majority (yf such inhabitants, shalt be levied and 
ndsed by tax on such district, as now provided by la'W 'for raising a diittict' 
school tax. ' 

§ 2. When the trustees shall have compl^d the tax lis^, they diall deliv- ' 
er^e samis to the superintendent <A sbhoois for said towfa, who snfill issue hii( 
warrant to the collector of taxes of said town, returnable in thirty days, for; 
thd collection of the same, arid take from such collfectdr approved secnnty for 
the performance of his duty ; such warrant tnay be renewed from time ii> 
time. The moneys so collectied shaH be paid to said trustees, and. by them 
appropriated to the purtKwes fot* which the same Was voted, unless otherwise 
directed by a vote of the inhabitants, at their annual' dMriot schbol meeting; 
or a special' meeting called for th^ purpose. 

§ 3. The tax hereby imposed shall' be a lien upon the lands taxed, to be 
enforced and co^ected oy sale, in the manner that county takes are, upon a 
return to be made by said collector to the treasurer of th6 county, of all un- 
pcdd taxes in said districts. 

§4. This act shall take effect immediately. 



CLYDE HIGH SCHOOL. 

'[Imw8 of l$S4r iihap, 176,. as amended by chap. 368 laws cf 1S43J] 

§ 1. School district number seventeen, in the town of Galen, in the coun- 
ty of* 'Wayne, shall form a permanent school district, not subject to alteration 
by the Town Superintendent of Common Schools of the said town of Galen, 
and shall hereafter be known by the name of " The Clyde High School" 

8 2. The Trustees of the Clyde High School, shall be seven in number ; 
and the first trustees shall be George Burrell John Condlt, Sylvester Cl^k, 
Cyrus Smith, Isaac Lewis, WHliam S. Stow, and Calvin 6. Tompkins ; and 
shall hold their ofiBces until the first annual meeting of said permanent school 
district, and until others are chosen. 

§ 8. Said trustees are authorized to receive gifts, grants and donations, to- 
wards defraying the expenses of purchasing a site and building a suitable 
school-house for said high school. 

§ 4. Said trustees, on receiving the sum of one thousand dollars, or hav- 
ing the said sum secured to be paid to them, by subscription or otherwise, shall 
have power to levy and cause to be raised by tax upon the taxable inhabitants 
of said permanent school district, U like sum of one thousand doUars ; but no 
such tax shall be levied until said trustees shall have called a special meeting 
of the taxable inhabitants of said permanent school district,' in manner now 
provided by law, for calling special school district meetings. 

§ 5. Said trustees shall report ih writing to said meeting, the amount of 
moneys received by them, t^e sum or., sums secured to be paid to them, and 
the manner in which it is secured ; and if the sum of one thousand dollars ap- 
pears to be paid or is secured to be paid to said trustees, said meeting shall 
proceed to' elect a clerk and collector for said high school, who shall hold their 
offices until the first annual meeting of said permanent school district, and un- 
til others aire chosen. 

§ 6. The trustees hereby appointed, and clerk and collector hereby direct- 



ed .to be chosen, shaQ be . slibject t6 the same penalties, and shall have the 
Bakae powers and peifotisi the' daine duties, as nke officers dli-ected to b^ cho-' ' 
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een V cliapter nfteenthi title second, and article fifth of the reposed Statuteii 
and all subeequent elections shall be. held under that act. 

§ 7. The trustees of siud high school shall select a suitable site in the tU- 
Uge of Clyde for the erection of their schoolhouse ; and sh|dl contract for, 
and purchase the same, and thereon erect a school house pf sufficient size tp 
aooommodate such children as may. be required to be educated in eaid perma- 
nent school district, and shaU furnish the neceassarj furniture and &tures 
for the same. 

§ 8 School districts fourteen and seventeen, or either of them, may eeU 
their district property and pay the amount of money arising from suck sale 
or sales, to the trustees of tne Clyde High Scl^QoL . . 

§ 9. Said trustees on receiving such moneys, shall, if required by either 
district, deduct the amount from that part of the tax hereby directed to be 
imposed on the taxable inhabitanta oi the individual district paying the 
same. . , . 

§ 10. The school mon^. 'which school districts member fourteen and sev- 
enteen shall from time to tune b^e entitled to receiye.froin the commissioners 
of common schools in the town of Galen, shall be paid to the trustees ' of Uie 
Clyde. High School; who shall be, required to report to said commissjiQners in 
the same manner as other school districts are by law required to report 

g 11, .The trustees receiving such moneys, shall give their receipt for the 
eame, and shall apply the money received, exclusiver^ tp the payment of Uie 
teachers employed by them ; ' and ii may he applied in such manner as to ren-. 
der the tuition of such poor children, in said district as they may deem prop- 
er, sratuitoua. * 

3 12. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the said high school, tP ,ma^e 
an annual report to the superintendent of common schools, of the. state and 
condition of the said school. , . . 

§ 13. The trustees shall have the general superintendence of all schoob 
taught in said school-house, and.shkll employ as many teachers and assistants 
as they shall deem necessary, and shall direct the course of instruction, ao4 
regulate all the internal concerns c^f said, school, [g 2»act of 1842.]. The trustees 
of said Clyde IJigh School may frum time to time, rent or lease for scholastic 
purposes, such rooms or apartments in their school house, as in theif judgment 
.may not be required for the use of schools therein, established by them. . 

§ 1 4. This act shall take effect on . the passage thereof ; and the legislature 
may at any time alter, modify, or repeal this act. 

COHOES. 

\Lam nf 1860. CAop. 841.] * 

Ail' ACT to establish Fre^ ScfiooU in the village of Cohoes. 

Passed April 10, 1860, "three-fifths heiBg preeent" 

The People of the State of New -York, represented in Senate aiid Asiettihly, 
do tMbU as folioms : 

g 1. The several schooldistricts pf the vilWe pf Cohoes^ shall constitute 
one school district, and the sjohpols tl\ereia>haU be free, to all children between 
the ages pf .five and twenty-otle years, residing in such distriete., 

g 2. I^ere shall be erected in eaoh district one or more, school-houses* ... 

6 a. The, tjtie of the school-hcfuses, sites, kxts< .furniture, bpoks,.appiui»t»fl 
i^nd appurten^ces, and all other, school, property ,in this act mentioned, ehsj^ 
be vested in the village of Cohoes^ and the same whilje used or appropriated for 
school purposes shalfnot be levied upon or sold by .virtue of: any warrant or eilr 
ecution* nor be subject. tp taxatLcm. ; and the said vil)age» in its corporate capaeir 
iy, shall be able to ta]^e,.ho}4 and dispose of any real or pergonal estate tnNB#r 
lerred to it by gifts, grants, bequest or devise^ for the use of the oomnum 
schools of said village. 



g 4. The trustees of said village may upon the recommendation of the 
board of education hereinafter mentioned," Bell any of the scho<d houses, lots, 
or sites,, or any other school property now or hereafter 'belonging to said vil- 
lage. The proceeds of all such sales shall be paid to the treasurer of the vil- 
lage, and shall be expended under the direction of the board of education, for 
any school purpose. 

§ 5. There shall be elected at the annual election in said village, to be held 
on the first Tuesday of March, 1851, in the same manner that other village of- 
ficers are elected, from each of the districts in said village two trustees ; the 
persons so elected shall be residents of the district for which they shall be elect- 
ed, and shall within ten days a^ter receiving notice of their election, take the 
oath of office prescribed by the Constitution of this State, and file the same with 
the village clerk. 

§ 6. "Within ten days after as in the last 'section mentioned, said trustees so 
elected firom these districts shall meet in the office of the clerk of said village and 
shall determine by lot whiqh of the- two persons so elected for each district 
shall serve for the term of one year, and which for the term of two years. 

§ 7. In each year thereafter there shall be elected in said village at the an- 
nual election, in the same manner, and under the same regulations as other vil- 
lage officers are elected, one trustee of common schools for each district, to sup- 
ply the place of those whose terms are about to expire . The term of office of 
ail trustees elected pursuant to this act shall commence on the second Tuiesday 
next after their election and shall continue two years. 

§ 8. The trustees of .said village shall fill all vacandes which may happen 
by death, resignation, or removal from the district in which each or any of the 
trustees of common schools were elected ; the trustees so appointed shall hold 
their office until the second Tuesday succeeding the next annual election, and at 
each annual election there shall be elected a trustee to supply the place of any 
person so appointed, and the person thus elected shall serve out the unexpired 
term. 

§ 9. Any trustee of common schools in said village may be removed from 
office for official misconduct, or neglect of duty, by the trustees of said village; 
but a written copy of the charges agaictst caid trustees shall be served upon 
him, and he shall be allowed an oppoi-tunity to refute any such charge of mis- 
-oonduct or neglect of duty bfefore removal. 

§ 10. The trustees of the several school districts of said village shall con-* 
stitute a board to be styled the Board of Education of the village of Cohoes, 
which shall be a corporate body in relation to all the powers and duties confer- 
red upon them by virtue of this act ) a majority of the board shall form a quo- 
rum. The first meeting of the board shall b^ held on the second Wednesday 
next after their election, and the annual meeting of the board thereafter, shaU 
be on the second Wednesday next after their election. At the first meeting of 
the board and annually thereafter, at the annual meeting, fhey shall elect one 
of their number president of the board, and whenever he shall be absent a 
president pro tempore ma^ be appointed. The said trustees shall receive no 
compensation for weir services. 

J I 11. The trustees of the several school districts now existing in said 
age, shall within thirty and not less than fifteen days preceding the. time 
for holding their annual meetings, prepare estimates of the amount of money 
neoesaary to be raised in the district for continuing the several schools for the time 
intervening between the time of holdiibg the annual ni<eetii^ and the first day of 
March, 1851, when the present system shiill be brought into use ; and tiiey are re- 
quired within thirty days, and not less than fifteen days previous to the first day of 
March, 1851, to prepare an estimate of the atiiount of money necessary to be 
raised in the several districts for the ensuing year, to be submitted to the annual 
vQlage meetmg, which estibiate shall be made out in items and passed upon, 
item by item, by the legal voters present, and adopted or rejected wholly or in 
pwrt ; tlie votes shall be taken by ayes and navs, or by ballot, if ordered by a 
majority of the voters entitled to vote for fifucn taxes. 
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§ 12. It shall be the duty of said board of «duGaAi6D» within thirty, and not 
less than fifteen days previous to the annual meeting, each year, to prepare an 
estimate of all sums necessary to be raised for all school purposes mentioned 
in this act, or deemed advLsable by the board, and the specific sum necessary 
for each item in said estimate, and publish the same two weeks in one or more 
of the village papers, which shall be voted for, item by item, in the same man- 
ner as prescribed in the 1 1th section of this act 

^13. Said board of education shall appoint a clerk who mAv be one of 
their own number, who shall hold his office during the pleasure of the board, 
and whose compensation shall be fiieed by tbem. The said derk shall keep a 
record of the proceedings of the board, and perform such other duties as the 
board may prescribe ; the said record or a transcript thereof, certified by the 
president and clerk, shall be received in all courts as prima facie evidence of 
the facts therein set forth, and such records and all the Dooks, accounts, vouch- 
ers and papers of said board, shall at all times be subject to the inspection 
of the trustees of the village, or any committee thereof. 

§ 14. The trustees of said village, shall have the power, and it shall be 
fheur duty to raise from time to time by tax, to be levied equally upon all 
the real and personal estate in said village, liable to taxation for the ordinary 
village taxes, or for town or county^ charges, such sum or sums of money as 
may be approved of at the annual village meeting, for any or all the follow- 
ing purposes : 

1. To purchase, lease, or improve sites for school houses : 

2. To Duild, purchase, lease, enlarge, alter, improve and repair school hous- 
es and their out houses and appurtenances : 

8. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, books, fur- 
niture and appendages : 

4. To procure fuel and defray the contingent expenses of the eeveral 
schools ana the board of education, and the expenses of the libraries of said 
village : 

5. To pay the wages of teachers due, after the application of the public 
moneys which may by law be appropriated and provided for that purpose. 
Provided, nevertheless, that tiie tax to be levied as aforesaid and collected by 
this act shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner as other 
village taxes : 

6. To pay the expenses of insuring all the school property of said vil- 
lage. ' . 

§. 16. All moneys to be raised pursuant to the provisions of this act, and all 
fichool moneys by law appropriated to, or provided for said viUage, shall be paid 
to the treasurer thereof who, together with the sureties upon his official bond 
^all be accountable there|br in the. same manne^ as for, other moneys of saia 
village ; the said treasurer shall be liable to the same penalties for any official 
misconduct in relation to said moneys as for any similar xniscoaduet in rela- 
tion to the other moneys of said village. The treasurer shall pay out all 
school moneys on the warrant of the board of education, signed oj its presl- 
4ent and clerk, and all accounts so paid shall be accompanied by the affida- 
vit of the owner thereof, setting forth that the claims ore reasonaple, and that 
all the articles named were furnished by the direction of the legally appoint- 
ed officers. 

§ 16. The said board shall have power, and it shall be their duty, 
^ 1. To establish and organize in said village a system of education embra- 
cing such and so many schools (including the common schools now existing 
therein) as they shall deem requisite and expedient, and to alter and discon- 
tinue the same as may be found necessaro. 

2. To hire or cause to be hired school houses and rooms as thiej may find 
it necessary for the accommodation of the students in said village. 

8. To alter, improve and repair school houses and appurtenances, as they 
may deem advisaole. .. r - 

4. To purchase, improve and repair school apparatus, books for indigent 
pupils, furniture and other necessary articles, including libraries. 
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•6. To hare ilie custody and safe keeping of the fitlioollionses, out Honses^ 
^"books. furniture and appendage^. 

6. To contract with and employ ^1 teachers in said schools, and at their 
pleasure remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the moneys appropriated and 
provided oy law for &at purpose, so far as the same shall be scmirient, and 
the residue thereof from the moneys authorized to be raised for that purpose- 
by section fourteen of this act, by tax upon said village. 

' 8. To defray the necessary- contingent expenses of the board, inclutjing 
an annual salary to the clerK, proYioed the account of such expenses shafi 
first be. audited and allowed by the board of trustees of said villBge. 

9. To have in all respects fhe superintendence, supervision and manage- 
ment of the common schools in said -village, and from time to time to adopfe^ 
alter, m(»dify and repeal as they may deem expedient, rules and regulations 
fer their organization, government and instruction, for the. reception of {5upils 
and their transfer from' one school to another, and generally for the promotion 
pf their good order, prosperity and public utility. 

10. Whenever, in the opinion of the board, it may be advisable to sell any 
of the school houses, lots ox sitefs or any of the school property now or here- 
after belonging to the village, to report th^ same to the tij^stees of the vil> 
lage. 

1 1. Between the first day of July and the first day of August, in each 
year, to make and transmit to the county clerk or such other officer as may 
oe designated by law in the year of its transmission, and stating, 

1. The number of school houses in said village, and an account and de- 
scription of all the common schools kept in said village during the preceding^ 
year and the. time they have severally been taught. 

2. The number of children taught in said schools respectively, and the 
number of children over the age of five years and under the age of sixteen 
[21] years, residing in said village on the nrst day of January ot that year. 

8. The whdle amount of school moneys received by the treasiver of said 
Tillage during the year preceding, distinginshing t&e amount received from 
the county treasurer fi-om the village ' tax and from any other source. 

4. The manner in whidb sudi money had been expended and whether any 
afkd what part remains unexpended* and for what cause. 

5. The amoant of money received as tuition fees fihom foreign pupils da- 
ring the year, and the amount, paid for teachers' waff es in addition to the pnlK 
)j£ moneys, with such other information relating to me common schools of said 
Tillage as may from time to time be; required oy the state superintendent of 
common schools. 

§ 17. It shall be the duty of each trustee to Tisit the schools in his difh 
trict twice in each year, and the board of education shall proyide that eadH 
qf the schools in the Tillage shall be yisited by a committee of three or mom 
of thehr number or by their clerk at least oDce in each term. 

§18. The said board of education shaH have power to allow the childretk 
(ft persona not resident within the village to attend any of the schools of said 
village under the care and control of said board upon such terms as sajid 
boastl shall by resoltition prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid 
therefor. ,, . 

§ 19. * It sfafdl be the duty of such board.in all their expenditures and con- 
tracts to faaye. reference t<^ the amount of moneys which shall be subject to 
their order during the then current year for the particular expenditure !q* 
question and not to ex6eed that amount 

§ 20. The said board of trustees shall be trustees of the school library or 
libraries in said Tillage' and all the provisions of litw which now are, or may 
hereafter be passed relative to district .school libraries shall apply to said trus- 
tees, they shall also be vested with the same: discretion as to the disposition. 
pf the moneys appropriated by any law of this State for the purchase of Ui^ 
bnffies whibh is xnerem conferred upon the itihabitants of school distiicts* 



§ 21. The Had board of eduioatioQ' shall - have the coatrol of all the books 
aad appurtenances belonging to the libraries of said village, shall abpbint a 
libranan or libpariaas and r^idate the drawing of books from said library. 

% 22. It shall be the duty of said board at least three weeks before tha 
annual election of trustees in each year, to prepare and report to the village 
trustees true and e<»Tect statements of the receipts and disbtirsements under 
and in pursuance of the provisions of this act, during the preceding year, iti 
which account shall be stated under appropriate heacfe, 

1. The moneys raised by &e village tilist^es under the fourteenth s&ctaon 
of this act 

2. .The fldiool moneys received by. the village treasurer from all sources. 

8. The money* reeeived by the village trustees under the third section of 
this act. 

4. All other moneys r.eoetved by 1^ treasurer subject to the order of th« 
board, specifying the sources. 

6. The manner in which such sums of mOAey shall hkve been exp^ded, 
specifying the amount paid under each head of expenditure ; and the trus- 
tees of said village shall at least cause the same to be published in one or 
more of the newspapers published* in said village, for two weeks before such 
election, and eavise written, or printed notices to be posted on. each school- 
house door. 

§ 23. It shall be the duty of ttie clerk of saad tillage, immediately aftfer 
the election of any person as a trustee of common schools, to personally, or 
in writing, notify nim of his election, and if any such person shall not, within 
ten days after receiving such notice of his election, take and subscribe the 
.constitutional oath and file the same wildi the clerk of the eaid village, the 
trustees of said village may consider it a refusal to serve, and pi'oeeed fo 
supply the vacancy occasioned by such refusal, and the nersons so refusing 
shau forfeit and pay to the village ti-eaSurer, for the benent of the contibgent 
f^d, a penal^ of ten dollars. 

§ 24. It snail be the duty of th6 several school districts in the vSHage o^ 
Cohoes, on or before the first Tuesday in March, 1851, to transfer and cOnvey 
to said village all sdhool houses^ sites, 'ots and all other school property of 
whatever name and description, and to place in care of the board of educa- 
tion, all school districts, records, account bboks, vouchers, couttacts, papers^ 
and other school property, and the said board shall 6ettl6 all unsettled business 
of 1^ several school districts or parts of districts nov^ existing in said village. 

8 26. All laws or parts of laws conflicting wi'^ this act are hereby repealedf. 

§ 2d. This act dhall take effect immediately. 

DELHI. 

[Zana of 1851. Gh^ip. 2%] 

AI7 ACT aiUhorizing ttie election of three trustees and <t district clerk in school 
dU$riff^ wumlkir sixieenf heatedin thenUla^e cf 3elkii 

. Passed Feb. 26, 1851, " tfired-flfttisbdng present:" 

TheF&tpU of the Btate of New-Yor^i repreieMedfin Benatemid'Aimnhl'ffi 
do enact asfollowa : 

J I 1. At the first annual meeting. of the trustees and inhabitants of fha 
age of Delhi, after the passage of this act, it shall be the duty of the le- 
gal voters thereat to elect three persons legally Qualified and inhabitants of 
Bsiid village, who shall be s,tyled '' trustees of the school district of said vil- 
lage,'* and also one person as district clerk of said district, and they respecfj 
ively shall have all the powers over the said district^ aad shall discharge all 
the duties which by law are given to af d enjoined upon trustees aud difr 
triot clerks of school districts. 
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• § 2. The trustees so cluwen shall be divided hy lot into three classes, to 
be niimbered one, two and three, the term of office of the first class shall be 
one year, of the second, two, and of the third, three years, and <»ie trustee 
cnly shall thereafter annually be elected, who shall hold his office for three 
years, and until a successor shall be duly elected or appointed. In case of a va- 
cancy in the office of trustees during the period for which he or they shall 
have been respectively elected, the person or persons chosen or appointed to 
fin such vacancy, shtdl hold the office only for tne unexpired term. 

^ 8. The district derk shall hold his office for one year,''or until a succes- 
sor shall be duly elected. 

§ 4. So much of chapter one hundred and twelve, section ten, of an act 
entitled "An act to incorporate the trustees and inhabitants of Delhi and to 
invest them with certain powers," passed March sixteenth, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-one, as is inconsistent with the foregoing sections of thts act, is 
hereby repealed. 

§ 64 This act shall take e£fect immediately. 

FLUSHING. 

[Laws 0/ 1848. Chap, 81, as amended by Chap. 117, latos of 1849.] 

AN ACT to establish free schools in district number five, in the town of 

Flushing. 

Passed March 10, 1848, "three-fifths being present." 

The People of the State <f New-Torh, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enetct a^ follows : 

g 1. School district number five in the town of Flushing, in the county of 
Queens, shall form a permanent school district^ and shall not be subject to al- 
teration by the town superintendent of common schools for the town in which 
said district is situated. 

§ 2. The said district shall be under the direction of a board to be styled 
'* the board of education," which board shall consist of five members, three or 
more of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business ; Effingr 
ham W. Lawrence, Edward E. Mitchell, Samuel B. Parsons, William H. Fair: 
weather and Thomas Leggett, junior, shall compose the first board, of educa- 
tion, and shall hold their offices from one to five years *, that is to say, one 
shall go out of office in each year, and in the order in which their names stand 
recorded in this section. 

§ 8 There shall be elected in each year in said district, one member of 
said board of education, who shall; be a resident and taxable inhabitant of 
said district, and shall hold his office for five years ; the said election shall take 
place at the annual meeting of said district, and the board of education shall 
M>point three suitable persons as inspectors of said election, and of all other 
elections provided for by this act, except as provided in section fourteenth of 
this act, within thirty days next preceding any such election ; such elections 
shall be by ballot, and notice thereof shidl be given* the same shall be held 
and conducted, the votes shidl be canvassed, and the result of the election de- 
tmiined in tiie same manner as in the case of tiie annual eleetioa of oiiier 
village officers. 

§ 4. The said board of education may make all necessary by-laws for their 
government, they shall have the entire control and management of all the 
common schools within the ^d district and all the property belonging to the 
same, they shall hav And possess within the said district, all the nghts, pow- 
ers, and authority of town superintendent of common schools. They may ap- 
point a collector with all the powers and duties of a district collector, or may 
employ the town or village collector for that purpose, and such collector shall 
oellect and pay over the school moneys assessed upon said district, to the 
treasurer of the board of education in the same manner and under the same 



• 



I 

^nditioDs as is impoBed by the lavs of the town or villa^ of which he is bhA 
collector, The^ shall require two of the members of said board to visit each 
school in said disti'ict at least once in each week, to render such assistance to 
the teachers, and advice to the pupils as maybe necesssry, and to see that the 
regulations are rigidly adhered to. 

§ 5. The said board of education are hereby authorized and empowered 
to raise a sum not exceeding the sum of five thousand dollars, either by a tax 
on said district or by a loan, such loan to be secured by a mortgage upon the 
public school property of said district to be executed by said board m thdr 
official c^macity. 

§ 6. The said board of education in addition to the other taxes which they 
are hereby authorized to raise, may levy and collect a sum sufficient to pay 
interest on loans as the same becomes due, and whenever any part of the prin- 
cipal of such loans becomes due, they shall levy and collect an amount suffi- 
cient to pay the same, which sums when collected shall be paid over by said 
board in discharge of such principal and mteresi 

§ 7. The said board of education are hereby authorized and directed to 
levy and collect by tax in each year, upon all the taxable property in said dis- 
trict, such sum as may be necessary, not exceeding in amount one-fifth of one 
per cent, on the value of such taxable property, as the same shall be assessed 
by the assessors of the town of Flushing. And the said board shall add to 
the amount of any warrant for the ooUeotion of taxes such amount as they 
shall deem proper, as the collector's fees for collection, which compensation, 
however, shall in no case exceed five per cent, on ^e amount of any warrant. 

§ 8. The town superintendent of eoijuncNi schools of the town of Flushing 
shall pay over to the treasurer of the boaxd of education all the public mon- 
eys to which said district number five shall be entitled for school purposes. 

§ 9. The said board of education shall call an annual district meeting at such 
time in the year as fhey may think proper, and shall submit thereto afidl report 
in writing of their doings as such ooard ; and shall state therein the number 
and condition of the schools in said district, under, their charge, and the num- 
ber of scholars attending the same, the studies pursued, the amount of moneys 
received from the State as well as the amount requirjcd in the district for 
sehool pui*poses and the expenditure of the same, and generally all the par- 
ticulars relating to the schools in said district^ which report shall immediately 
after it is made be published in a newspaper published in the town of Flushing 
for two weeks, and once in each week. 

§ 10. The board of education shall hav« control and charge of the district 
school library in said district, they may employ a librarian, make sucfi addition, 
to the library, and such regulations in relation thereto, as they shall deem ne- - 
pessary. ... 

§ 11. The school for the colored children under the charge of the female 
association, in the village of Flushing, may with the consent of said associa- 
tion, be taken under the charge of the board of eduoation, and be organized 
as a district school, and be supported as the other schools in said district are 
under this act. 

§ 12. Whenever the said board of education shaU deem it necessary ta 
erect one or more school houses in said district, they shall prep^e an estimate 
showing the location proposed, the oost of the ground required, a plan of the 
building, with the estimated cost of the building and appurtenances, and shall 
submit tne same to the electors of said district at a special meeting to be called 
for that purpose, in the same^tianneras other special meetings are required to 
be called, and if a majority of all the electors present at such meeting shall veto 
in favor of the same, then said b«ard may proceed to erect said school hous» 
or houses in the manner proposed by said estii;aate,'and iU the sum authorized 
to be raised by section nye of this act shoiddbe insufficient to pay the estima^ 
ted cost of such buildings and ground, with the expense of grading and regu^ 
lating the groun<3s, building the necessary out houses aad fences, witji the cost 
of necessary books, stationary and necessary apparatus for the school hous^ 
and roo^B, then the said board of education may raise a sum in additipQ U^ 



five earn iMfiHoh^ bk^dctiMi five, and in tiie maimer fliei^ autliomed, a stim 
not exceeding fifteen hundred ddlliwd, 'and they are alsd authorised tolevy and 
eollcct such amount as may be necessary topay the principal or interest of such 
additional sum as the same may become due m the same manner as is provided 
in section sixth of the said act. 

'§ 13. The said board of education may 'call special meetings of saiddis- 
^ct whenever they may deem it necessary : they shall give notice of the same 
by posting up a tn-iCten or printed notice uiereof, in at least four public placed 
in said village, add by pubUshing the same in a newspaper published m the 
village of Flushing, at least one week previous to the time fixed for said meet- 
dng, which notice shall st&tethe time ana place of such meeting, and the purpose 
for which the same is ealled ; and no bnsiness 6ha11 be transacted at any sudk 
fipecial meeting, except that artated in the notiee calling the same. 

§ 14. [Provides Kor submitting the act for the approval of the legal votert 
of the district] . . 

§ 15. All laws and parts of laws meohsrstent ^th this aet arie herebv re- 
pealed, so far as the tsaXae relate to district number five in tbe toWn of Fiush- 
ffig. 

GLENS FALLS. 

[Uato* */ 1 861 . Chnp, 424.] 

AN ACT to unite theiibr0iiea of the common school dutriet9 of the village of 

GleneFeMt. 

Passed July 0, 1861. 

§ 1. The libraries of school districts number two, seven, eight, eighteen, 
nineteen, twenty, in the town of Queensbury, m Warren county, shall be united 
into one common libriary for the joint nse of the inhabitants of the said districts! 
to be called tiie common school library of Glens Falls ; and the library mon^ 
«y which shall now be or may hereafter become due to the said districts, shall 
be piud oyer by the town superintendent to the directors of the said library, 
to be appointed as hereinafter mentioiied, on the same terms and conditions 
la the said money is now paid over fb the trustees of the school districts. 

§ 2. On or before the last Monday in April, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
one, it shall be the duty of the board of trustees of the viltage of Glens Falui, 
to appoint three directors, who and whose successbiiB shall be known aa ** the 
director^ of the common school library of Glens Falls,** who shall have the 
eole and exelionive eontrol of the property and funds of said Kbraiy. Hie said 
directors shall be divided by lot into three classea^ numbered one, two an J 
three, and the term of dffi^e of th^ ^st class shall be one year, that of th4 sec- 
ohd class two years, and that of the third chiss three years ; and at or before' 
the last Honday in April in each year thereafter, one mrector shall be chosen^ 
Who sh^ hold ms offiee for three years and until a suce^sor shall be duly ap- 
pointed. In the case of a vacancy in the office of any director during the pe- 
riod for whibh he sha^ have been chosen, the person to fill such vacancy shall 
&bld the offiee only for the unexpired term of three years. 

§ 8; K shall be the duty of the said 4ire<!tor8j 
. 1. To establiib ak^d drgamze on a proper basid the said *' comnioQ school 
library.* 

2. To purehiise bo6%^, exchange or cause to be repaired damaged bool^,' 
ifeli any books they may deem useless or not suited to the library, and apply' 
die proceeds to the purchase of ottier book^ for the said library, and to pur-, 
4$hase maps and apparatus fair the joint use of the school districts : 

8. To have iii au respects the stiperintendenbe, siiiiervision and manage- 
ffient of the said library and f^nds; and to adopt, moaify aiid repeal as thej 
may deem expedient, rules ab'd regulations for the government safe keeping 
liiia preserviitiott of the same, aiha the . promotion pf its'pubfic utility, and 
to-riiake and anfirce proper p^tiiea for the viotkttdi of & tiilUaad regii- 
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4. On or het^e tl^e li^t ^oacUty ia* April in f adt f ear, to report to (t^ 
trusteed of the v^age of Qlens Fmls a statement of the bookd -whioh, they 
have purchased the preeeding year, together with an account of their e^p^ 
ees and disburBemeiita, and such other matters counected with the copditioD 
of the said library as they shall deem proper : 

6. And shall farther perform all other duties no^ inconsistent wiUi this act^ 
and be subject to all the liabilities of the trustees of the school district libra- 
ries ; but iLeir expenditures are to have reference to the fuuds subject to their 
order during th^ eurrent year. 

^ § 4b Itshfdl also be the dutr of the said direptors annually to appokit a libra- 
rian» ^vho ^all be subject to all the requirements and perform aUsnch duties. 
not inconsiateat with this act as are now required to be performed by the 11- 
brarians4>f the school districts. 

§ 5, The directors are empowered to pay the librarian a sum not. exceed- 
ing twelve dollars per annum for his' s^ryiaes, and may audit and allow other 
proper accounts and expenses necessary for the mamtenance, support and 
proper conduct of the said library, to a sum not exceeding eight dollars per 
Yisar ; and it shall be the duty, of the trustees of the village to fnrnish suita- 
ble cases for the preservation of the said library, and of all additions to tiie 
same. All expenses incurred by the provisions of this Becti<m to be paid by 
the Village corporation. But the said directors shaJll perform their servicer 
without e<»npensation. 

§ 6. The said directors shall have the same power and authority in regard 
to the prosecution and defence of all suits at law touching the property of ther 
said library, as are now possessed by trustees of school districts in relation to>, 
sehool district property ; but all such suits shall be prosecuted or defended,, 
and also all fines and penalties that may be imposed by the terms of this act^ 
shall be collected in the name of the ** common &cho<d library of Glens' 
Ealls ;" and this provision shall extend to all books which may be in the' 
hands of individuals and not returned to the libraries' of the respective 
school districts at the time of the passage of this act ; and all the rights and 
duties of the trustees with regard' to such books, shall be vested in the said, 
directors. 

§ 7. The legislature may at an^ time alter or repeal this act 

^ 8. This act shall take e0ect immediately. 



HUDSON. 

[Laws of 1841. Chap. 850, as amended by Chap, 1% la-m &f 1848, and 

Chap, 182, lavas of 1844.] 

AN ACT in relation to eommon schools in the city of Hudson. 

The People of the State of New - York, represented in Senate and Assembly 
do enact as follows : * 

§ 1. The members of the common coundl of the ciiy of Hudsw shall by 
virtue of their office be commissioners for common schools in and for said city, 
and in common council sluill perform ^11 the duties of such commissioners^ 
and eJiaU possess all the rights, powers and. authority, and ^all be subject to 
all the duties and obligations of commissioners of common schools [town bu^ 
p^ntondentj in the several towns of this state, and shall have power, 

1. To divide the city into school districts of which there shall not be less 
than three in the compaict part of the city. 

2. They shall designate, purchase, or 'lease, or otherwise obtain, in each 
school district, a site or sitfs for a school house or the school houses therein, 
and shall fence or imprpve the same in such manner as to them shall appt w 
suitable, and iH-oper. 
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' 8. They shall cause to be built or procured in each district such school 
house or school houses and out houses, as shall appear to them sidtable and 
sufficient. 

4. They shall complete, improve, enlarge or repair any district school 
house, from time to time, as they shall think proper ; and they shall supply 
the district school houses, whenever they shall deem it expedient, with such 
school apparatus, books, furniture and appendages as they may think neces- 
Bttrj. 

5. They shall appoint, in the manner provided br them for the appoint- 
ment of other officers of said city, \hree persons to be denominated a board 
of superintendents ; of these three persons the one first chosen shall contiDoe 
in office for three years ; the one next appointed shidl continue in office for 
two years, and the one last appointed shall continue in office for one year. 

6. ' They shall have power, and it shall be their duty, to make such by- 
laws and ordinances as may be iu their opinion necessary for the prosperity 
and good order and efficient government of the common schools, and the secu- 
rity and the preservation of the school houses, and other property belonging 
to the schooT districts ; and to prescribe the duties and powers of the board 
of superintendents in all cases not provided for by this act. 

T. They shall require and take from the su|)erintendent8 and collecton 
such security as they shall deem expedient, and if such security is not given 
bj ^nJ superintendent or collector, the said common coundl may declare bis 
office forfeited, and appoint another superintendent or collector in his place. 

8. They shall suppfy a vacancy produced in the board of superintendents 
from any cause ; the person appointed to fill such vacancy shall continue in 
office during the unexpired remainder of the term for which his predecessor 
was chosen, and no longer, unless reappointed. 

9. They shall divide the district schools in said city into primary and 
higher departments or otherwise, whenever they shall deem such division de- 
sirable ; and they shall prescribe regulations for the transfer of scholars from 
one department to another, and they shall direct the board of superintend- 
ents to provide a sufficient number of suitable instructors for eacSi of these de- 
partments. 

§ 2. The clerk of said city by right of office shall be the derk of the may- 
or and aldermen thereof when acting as commissioners of common schoou, 
and he, as such derk, shall perform aU the duties in reference to sfud dty, 
that the town derks in the several towns in this state perform as clerks of 
common sdiools in such towns, and be subject to the same penalties for the 
neglect thereof, 

§ 3. The board of superintendents of common schoools in the dty of Hud- 
son shall in respect to the common schools in said dty, possess all the powers 
and be subject to all the duties and obligations of the inspectors of the com-, 
mon schools in the different towns in this' state ; it shall carry iato effect all 
the ordinances and orders of the common council in respect to common schools ; 
and it shall be lawful for the said common coundl to assign to said board any 
duty required of them, in respect to the common schools in said city. The 
said board shall be under the direction of the common council, and they shall 
have power, and it shall be their duty, 

1. To contract for and superintend the building, enlarging, improving, fur- 
nishing and repairing of all school houses under the charge of said eomm(Hi 
mon coundl, and the making of all repairs and improvements on and around 
the same. 

2. To provide for the safe keeping of the district school houses in said 
city. 

3. To contract with and employ all the teachers in the several distriots 
therein. 

4. To prevent scholars resident in one district from attending a school in 
another district, and also to prevent scholars from going from one school to 
another in the same district, without having in both the abor/o owes written 
permission so to do from the' said board. 



5. To $eliBet «uch books as ihey shall deem most suitable to be used m 
class books in the sohools, and to establish an uniformity in all the schools in 
regard to the books used therein. 

6. To visit each school as often aa onoe in each quarter, and to report the 
condition of the same, with such suggestions for tixe improvement thereof 
to the common council as they may deem advisable, which reports shall be 
published by the common council in two of the city papers. 

^ Y. To remove any teacher, on manifest neglect of duty, or upon his viola- 
ting his contract ; upon paying such teacher pro rata for tiie time he has been 
employed. 

8. To pay the wages of all the teachers by orders on the common council 
as coinmissioners of common schools, so far as the public money in their 
hands, or the money raised by tax, as to be hereafter provided fw, and the 
money paid over by the collector of the rate-bills, shall be sufficient for the 
purpose. 

9. To make out rate-bills for the payment of teacher and contingent ex- 
penses, against the parent or guardian of each scholar, and expense of colleo* 
tion of the same, (except those exempted, as hereafter to be nrovided for,) 
which shall not however exceed two dollars per quarter for each scholar ; and 
no bill shall be made out for less time than one quarter, and to annex thereto 
a warrant for the collection thereof. 

§ 4. The said common council of the city of Hudson, shcdl appoint a ool^ 
lector or collectors for the purpose of collectmg the rate bills, if any are made 
out by the board of superintendents ; rate-bills shall be made out aod levied 
upon the parents or guardians of children sent to the district schools, in the 
manner provided by law in respect to school districts, except 'such as shall 
procure a certificate of inability to pay the same, from the aldermen or asHa- 
tant aldermen of the ward in whicab such parent or guardian resides. 

§ 1. [Act of 1848.] The board of superintendents appointed or to be 
appointed under the act hereby amended, are hereby authorized to recei've 
all the moneys intended for the support of common schools in and tot the 
city of Hudson, and to expend the same as provided in said act 

^ 2. [Act of 1843.] It shall be the duty of the treasurer of the county of 
Columbia, and of the collectors of taxes in and foe the city of Hudson, and 
of the collectors of rate-bills, under the provisions of the act here];)y amended » 
to pay over directly to the said board of superintendents all the moneys that 
may come into the hands of said treasurer and said collectors respectively, 
intended for the benefit and support of common schools in said city. 

g 5, The said common council shall be authorized to borrow the sum of 
five thousand dollars for twenty years, at a rate of interest not exceeding six 
per cent, per annum, for the purpose of procuring suitable school houses for 
said city, with such appurtenances and improvements as may be deemed ex- 
pedient. 

§ 6. The Comptroller is hereby authorized to loan to the city of Hudson, 
the sum of five thousand dollars to be paid in twenty equal annual instal- 
ihents, out of any moneys now or hereafter in the treasury of this state, be- 
kxiging to the capital of the common school fund, on receiving from the cham- 
berlain in behalf of the said city, a bond conditioned from him as treasurer 
of. said city and his successor in ofBce, to repay the said sum in twenty equal 
annual instalments, together with the annual interest on said loan from the 
time it was made, at the rate of six per cent, per annum, and which bond said 
obambetlain is hereby authorized to make and execute. 

§ 7. The common council of said city are hereby authorized to raise by 
tax upon the real and personal property of said city, in the same manner as 
the general taxes 6i said city are levied and collected, the annual interest of 
the above mentioned loan, and to pay over the same in discharge of such in- 
terest ; and also in eadi year in which an instalment of the above loan shall 
become due, to raise, levy and collect in the same manner, a sum equal to that 
instalment, and to pay over the same in discharge Jbhereof, and the said com- 
mon council shall a^ in the same manner raise, levy and collect such sum 



«aillialiy» not exoeediag tvo bcmdred doUBFs, as mwf be tteoesaiirf for f epaSrsi 
fnrnitate of said school building and contingent ezpenaQs. 

§ 8. The Buperrisors of the county of Columbia, at their annual meetiBgf 
in each year, ahall oaiiae a aum of money equal to four times the amount of 
money apportioned to tiie city of Hudscoi from the common school fund, to- 
gether with the colleetar's fees, to be rused, levied and collected in the same 
manner that other taxes are raised, levied and collected, and when so raised 
to be paid to the board of sapenntendents for the support of conunon schools 
in saia oil^. 

§ 9. After the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, the common 
ommoil shall have it in their power to reduoe, if they deem it expedient, the 
above sum to twice the amount apportioned to the city of Hudson, from the 
common school fund, and have recourse to the system of rate-lulls as adopted 
in t^e several towns in this state, to supply deneiencies. 

§ 1. [Act of 1844.1 It shall be the duty of the board of superintendents 
of common schools of the eitv of Hudson, annusdly hereafter to appoint a li* 
brarian for the joint school distriot library in said citv, who shall perform all 
the duties and oe subject to all the restrictions and fiabilitiee now required 
or imposed upon librarians in t^e several school districts of the state : and 
may be removed from office and a successor appoined br said superintendents 
for any wilful neglect of duty, and whenever thev shall have reason to ap- 
prehend the loss of, or injury to any of the books belonging to such library, 
through his misciHiduct. 

J 2. [Act of 1844.J The common council of said city are hereby authori- 
and empowered, annually to appropriate such sum for the compensation of 
8ai4 librarian as they may deem expedient, not to exceed the sum of fifty dol^ 
laA, which shall be nused, levied, and collected in the same manner- as other 
city charges, and when so collected shall be paid over to the superintendents 
aforesaid, to be by them appropriated as specified in the first section of this 

SfOt. 

§^ ICL- AU the general laws of this sftate relating to common schools and 
their officers, except as the same are modified by this act, shall extend to and 
include the schools established under this act, and the commissioners,, inspec- 
tors and other officers having charge thereof or in any way connected there- 
with. 

§ 11. All laws relating to the appointment of commissioners and inspec- 
tors of comm(xi schools in the city of Hudson-, and the act entitled, '* An act 
to authorize the raising of money for the support of the Lancaster school of 
the ci^ of Hudson" passed May 11, 1886, and all other acts which conffict 
with this act, are hereby repealed. 

§ 12. This act shall take effect immediately. 

LANSINGBtJRGH. 

[tarn of 1847. Chap, 886.] 

AK ACT to provide for a free school in district nurnher one in the town of 

Lansitigburgh. 

Passed October 26, 1847, "three^fifbhs being presenf 

The People of the State of ^eie-Tork, represented in Sonata and Anemblffi 
doenafit <i8 follows : 

4 1. The trustees of school district number one in th^ town of Lansing' 
borghf in the county of Rensselaer, shall annually, at least three weeks be* 
fore tfa^ir annual meeting, prepare an estitnate of the amoimt which they 
shaft deem necessary to pay the debts of such district, and for the support 
bf common schools therein, for the ensuing year, exclusive of .the moneys 
which they may be entitled to receive from the town superintendent, and m^ 



clucTing the sams requiredfor the purchase of necessary furniture, apparatus 
and books, and for contin^^nt expenses, and shs^ cause printed or written 
notices thereof to be posted foB two weeks thereafter, in five or more of the 
most pubKe places in said district. They shall present such estimate at such 
aimiud meeting;, when the inhabitants of such district, enltltled to vote at 
86hool district meetings, then present, shall vote thereon, and the same having 
been approved of by a majority of such inhabitants, shall be levied and raised 
by tax on such district, as now provided by law for raising a district echool tax, 

§ 2. When the trustees shall have completed the tax list, they shall issue 
their warrant to the collector of taxes of said district, returnable in thirty 
days, for the collection of the same, and take from such collector approved. 
sMurity for the performance of his duty ; such warrant may be renewed from' 
time to time. The moneys so collectea shall be paid to said trustees, and by 
them appropriated to the purposes for which the same was voted, unless oth- 
erwise aireeted by a vote of the inhabitants, at their annual district school 
meeting, or a special meeting called for the purpose. 

$ 8. The tax hereby imposed shall be a Ten upon the lands taxed, to 
be enibrced and collected by sale, in the manner that county taxes are, upoii 
a return to be made by said collector to the treasurer of the county, of all un- 
paid taxes in said district. " ^ 

4 4. This act shall take effect inmiediately. 

LOGKPORT. 

[Zaw9of 184t, Cfkap, 61, Zatbf of 1860. Chap, 11,} 

AS* AOT i» r^tUion ioeotmnon aehooU in the vUltg^e of Loekpori. 

Passed March SI, 184t, "three-fifths being presenL" 

Tha PwpU of the SUUe oi Kew - Yo^k, reprotented in Senate and Afhemhly, 
do JSntKt as foUmoa : 

§ I. School districts numbers one. two^ five, seven, eight, fifteen aiul ^* 
teen, of Lockport, lying principally within the village of Lockport, are herO' 
by consolidated for the purposes and to the extent in this act specified ; and 
shall hereafter, for such purposes, and to such extent, form but one school dni- 
trict, to be called " The union school district of Lockport.'* 

§ 2 Said seven school districts shall remain and continue separate and 
distiact, for the purposes and to the extent in this act specified : aad.shail be 
called "primary school di>tricts,*' and numbered as follows: 

Said district number one, shall form primary district number one ; 

Said district number two, shall form primary district number two ; 

Said district number seven, shall form primary district number three; 

Said district number fifteen, shall form primary district number four • 

Said district number eight, shall form primary district number five ; 

Said district number sixteen, shall form primary district number six ; and - 

Said district number five, shall form primary district number seven. 

Said districts shall not be subject to alteration except by the acts of the 
legislature, or by resolution of the board of education hereinafter created. ■ 
The schools in said primary districts, shall be used as preparatory schools lee 
the instruction of children until Uiey ai'rive at a certain age, and attain a cer- 
tain proficiency in learning ; who shall then be transferred, upon the pr^p^v 
testimonials, into the union school hereinafter mentioned ; the age, qxudinea- 
tions and testimonials, to be prescribed by the by-laws, rules and regulations 
of the board of education hereinafter created, • 

§ 8. Sullivan Caverno, residing in primary district number oda; 

William G. M'Master, re^iiding m primary district number two^ ; 
* Joseph T. Bellah, residing; in primary district number three ; 

Silas "p* Marks, residing m prunary disUiot mMaaSor fow j < 



Isaac 0. GouUoD, reading in primary distrid nomber fire ; 

John S. Woolcott, residing in primary district number six ; and 

Edwin L. Boardman, residing m primary district number seven, are hereby 
appointed trustees in behalf of such districts respectively ; and Nathan Daytoo, 
S(amuel Works, Jonathan L. Woods, Lyman A. Spaulding and Hiram Gardner, 
are hereby appointed trustees in behalf of said union district The trustees 
so named, and their successors,, to be chosen as hereinafter provided, are here* 
by constituted a corporation by the name of " The board of education for tiift 
tillage of Lockport" 

§ 4. On the first Konday of September next, there shall be elected, in th» 
manner that trustees of school districts are now elected, by each primary di»* 
trict, one trustee, (who shall be a resident of such primary district,) to fill the 
places of those named in the last section, in behalf of such districts respect- 
ively. On the first Monday of October next, there shall be elected in like 
manner, by a meeting of the persons qualified to vote for school district ofii- 
eers, residmg within the bounds of said union district, five trustees, resident 
of said unioii district, to fill the places of those named in the last section, in 
behalf of said union district Annually thereafter, on the davs above sped- 
fied for such elections, there shall in like manner, be elected Ifour trustees to 
fill the places of those whose terms shall next thereafter expire, as hereinafter 
provided. The trusfees named in the third section above, shall hold their of- 
fices until the first Monday of January next, and until their successors shall be 
•hosen and enter upon the discharge of the duties of their offices respectively. 
Every officer elected under this act, shall enter upon the duties of nis office 
on the first Monday of January next succeeding his election, and shall hold his 
office for the term hereinafter provided, and until his successor shall be elected, 
and shall enter upon the discharge of the duties of his office. Within ten days 
after any such election, the clerk of such district shall certify to said board of 
education, the names of the officers so elected 

^ 5. Within ten days after the first election of trustees of said union dis- 
trict, as provided in the last section, all the trustees so elected by sud primary 
and union districts, or a majority of them, shall meet and cause the whole- 
number of trustees so elected, to be divided into three classes ; to be severallv 
nisabered first, second and third. The term of office of the first class, shall 
expire at thO'Cnd of one year ; of the second class, at the end of two years ; 
and of the ihird dass, at the end of three years from the first Monday of Janu- 
cary next There shall also be elected in each of said districts, at the time of 
flo electing trustees, a clerk, who shall hold his office for one year, and until 
his successor be elected, and enter upon the duties of his office. 

^ 6. There shall annually be appointed by said board of education, a col- 
lector, librarian, and treasurer of said union district ; who shall each, within 
ten days after receiving notice in writing, of his appointment, and before en- 
tering upon the duties of his office, execute and dehver to said board of edu- 
cation, a bond in such penalty, and with such sureties es said board maf re- 
quire ; conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office. In 
case suclf bond shall not be given within ten day^ after receiving such notice, 
inch office shall thereby become vacated, and said board of education shall 
thereupon make an appointment to supply such vacancy. 

■ ^ 7 ♦ Notices for annual elections, and all other meetings of said district^ 
sball be given by said board of education, at least ten days before such elec- 
tiiMi or meeting, by pablishiiiG^ such notice once in each of the newspapers 
printed in the village of Lockpart ; and if such notice be for an election Qt 
meeting of said union . district, by posting the same on the daor of the school- 
hoiose in'each primary district ; if such notice ha for an election or meeting of 
any primary district, then by posting such notice on the door of the school-. 
house irf such district 

^ 8. In cast» Of a vacancy of any office mentioned in this act, occasioned by 
the death of siich officer, his refusal to serve, removal out of the district fob 
which he shall have been elected or appointed, his incapacity, or any cause 
•ther than the expiratidn of the term of offitie of pef^^on^ elected, said board 



«f vdiMfttioB iMv mab^ an a|^Qiolm«at to fill sadi vacancj. The officer so 
appiduted, shall bold his office ior the unexpired term of the person,, to Bupplj 
whose place be shall be so appointed. 

§ 9. Said bo^rd of educadon shall be a corporate bod/ in relation to all 
the powers and duties conferred upon them by virtue of the provisions of this 
act; a majority of the board shall form a ^orum. 

§ 10. Said board of education shall possess all the powers and be subject 
to all the duties in respect to all of saio school districts that the trustees of 
common schools now possess or are subject to ; and such other powers and du- 
ties as are eiven or imposed by this act. The clerk, collector and librarian of 
said union aistriot» shall possess all the powers, and be subject to all the du- 
ties in respect to said union district, that like officers of common schools now 
possess or are subject to, and such other powers aud duties as are given or 
imposed by this act. The offices of collector and librarian, and two of the trus- 
tees of each of the school districts hereby consolidated, shall be abolished from 
and after the time when said union school shall go into operation. In the mean 
time, such officers, and the several districts in mstrict meetings, shall continue 
to discharge such ordinary powers and duties as said board of education may 
by resolution prescribe ; but they shall not possess or exercise any right or 
power which may conflict with the provisions of this act, or impair the powers 
n»:«by intended to he conferred on said board of education, or m any way em- 
harass the said board of education in the exercise of the powers, or in the did- 
chai^ge of the duties conferred or imposed upon said board, by the provisions 
of this act . 

4 11. Said board of education, shall, at its first meeting, and annually 
thereafter, at their meeting held next after the first of January, in each year, 
appoint one of their number president and another secretary. In the absence 
of either of such o^ers at any r^^Iar meeting of the board, a president or 
secretary may be appointed for the time being. 

4 12. TJie secretary shall keep a record o? the proceedings of said board 
of education, which record, or a transcript therefrom, certified by tlie president 
and secretary, shall be received in all courts as presumptive evidence of th« 
facts therein set forth. 

4 13. Bach member of said board of education, and every other officer of 
■aid union district, before entering: upon the duties of his office, shall take and 
subscribe 'the oath of office prescribed by the constitution of this state, and fila 
the same with the secretary of said board. 

4 14. Said board of education shall have power, and it shall be th^ir 
duty, 

1. To establish and organize so many primary schools as they shall deem 
requisite and expedient,* and to alter and discontinue the same ; 

2. To purchase or hire school houses, rooms lots or sites for school houses, 
and to fence and improve them as they may think proper ; 

8. Upon such lots or sites, and upon any lot or site now owned by any pri» 
mary district, to build, enlarge, alter, improve and repair school houses, out 
bouses and appurtenances as they may deem advisable ; 

4. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, books, f o^ 
niture ana appendages, to provide fuel for the schools, and defray their contin> 
gent expenses, and the expenses of the library and salary of the librarian ; 

& To have the eustody and safe keeping of the school hou^e?, out houses, 
apparatus, books, furniture and appeniage?, and see thit the ordinances and 
by-laws of said board, in relation thereto, be observed ; 

6. To contract with and employ all teachers, in all the schools un ler ihefr 
•harge, and at Uieir pleasure to remove them ; ' 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the public money, and tnitioB 
fee^ to be received bv them accordia^ to the pro vidians of tliis ac'. sdfar as 
the same Aall be sufficient, and tlie deficiericy if any, out of the m »neys to be 
rained fur general purposes of education, under aai virtue of. the provisions ef 
this act; 



8. To ihe the rate of tn!f ion fees in sai j tmion sdk)^ stttjcwt ib ^b» ftnitft* 
tions and restrictioDS hereinafter contained, and to designate some person or per- 
sons to whom the same may be paid previous to issning the warrant for the 
collection thereof; and by a resolution of said board, to be recorded by the 
secretary, to exempt from the paynjpnt of the whole or any part of the tuiti<»i 
fees, such persons as they may deem entitled to such exemption, from ia<]^ 
gence» or any other sufficient cause ; 

9. After the close of each quarter of said union scho<d, to make out a rate-bill, 
containing the name of each person liable to pay tuition fees for tuition in said 
union school, who shall not have paid the same prior to making out such rate-bill, 
according to the provisions of the last preceding sub-division of this section, and 
the amount for which such perpon is liable, adding thereto a sum not 
exceeding five cents on each dollar for collector's fees, (which feesdmll be fixed 
by said board, at the time of making out every rate-bill,) to annex thereto tt 
warrant for the collection thereof, to be signed by the president of siud board 
or a majority of the members thereof, and deliver the same to'the collector, who 
shall collect the same in the same manner as collectors of school districts «re 
by law authorized and required to execute like warrants issued by the trustees 
of common school districts; and who, in the execution of the same, shall be 
uader the same protection, possess aU the powers, and be subject to all the dvh 
ties as such collectors now nave, possess, and are subject to m respect to like 
wairants ; and for this purpose, the jurisdiction of said board of educatxoq, 
and of said collector, shall extend to any other district or town, and to any resi^ 
dent of such other district or town, who ma^ be liable for tuition in said nnion 
school, in the same manner and with the hke authority, as to said unioa dis- 
tnct» or residents of said union district ; 

10. To have in all respects the supermtendence, supervision, management 
and control of all the schools mentioned or contemplated in, and by the pro- 
Tifiions of this act; to prescribe the course of studies therein, the books to* 
be used and establish an uniformity in respect to such course of studies and 
books ; from time to time to adopt, alter, modify and repeal, as they deem 
expedient, rules, regulations and ordinances, for the organizatJon, government 
and instruotious of such schools, for the receptipn of pupils and iheir transfer 
Irom one school to another ; for the promotion of their good order, prosperity 
and public utility ; for the protection, safe keeping, care and preservatioD^ 
of school houses, lots, sites and appurtenances, and ul other property connee- 
ted with or appertaining to 9uch schools ; 

11. To cause such rules, regulations, ordinances and by-laws tobepuV 
liahed in such manner and form, as they may d£em best calculated to give 
general information ; to cause one copy thereof, together with a copy of this 
act to be kept in each of said schools, and such parts thereof as relate to 
such schools respectively, to be read therein, at least once during each 

qnaster; 

12. Said board of education shall in all respects bd subject to the visita- 
tion and control of the superintendents of common schools of the town, coun- 
ty and state in the same manner as the conmion schools in this state are 
subject. 

§ 16. Said board of education shall have power, and it shall be tlieir 
duty, to raise from to time,- by tax upon the real and personal estate within: 
the bounds of said union district which shall be liable to taxation for the 

' ordinary taxes of said village, or for town or county chaiges, such sums as mar 
be deteimined by resolution of said board, to m necessary jfor any and aU 

-the purposes mentioned in the last j^receding section, or to meet any deficiency 
arising irom any cause connected with the subject of education in said yiD^ge, 
to provide for which, power shall be given to said board by tbe prorihioni^ 
of this act» the laws relating to common schools, or the rules and rfgulatione 
efthe superintendent of common schools. WhencTer any sum of money 
ahall be needed by any primary district, for any of the objects in this or tiNe^ 
last preceding section mentioned, except for teachers* wages, said board of 
education shiJl cause such amount to be assessed, levied and collected fvom 



ikt iiroperty of subh distriefc by the same VMrraat, in addition to, and in 
connection with the tax next to be raiseil for the general purposes of educa* 
iion, under and by virtue of the provisions of this act ; making t}iei*efor a 
separate column in «aid tax list The ti*ea»urer ahall keep a separate aceoant 
of all moneyR 80 raised for such primary district, and said board of educatioQ 
ahall, by orders on such specific fund, draw out such moneys only for such 
objects, and in favor of such primary distiict 

8aid board of education ehaU, at the commencement of each year, make an 
^imate by the best means in their power, of the Amount of money which 
will be needed for all the purposes of education, and other purposes pro- 
dded for by this act, over and above the moneys to be received from the 
town superntendeBt, and from tuition fees, and sball cause the same to b« 
raised by one assessment and warrant ; and not more than two taxes for 
•such purposes, shall ever be raisedjn one year. 

The amount of money so to be raised m any one year, after the first yeas, 
dbtaU not be less than the amount received in behalf of all said districts, from 
the town soperintendentt for the year next preceding ; nor more than four 
times that amount, unless such ^eater amount shall be authorized by a voto 
<tf the taxable inhabitantB of aaid .union 4istriGtk at a regular meeting of such 
district. 

^ Id. Said board of education shall have power, and it shall be their du^, 
forthwith to purchase a suitable lot, so situated as best to convene the whole 
of said union district, not to exceed, in cost, the sum of twenty-five hundred 
doUara. and procure a clear title thereof, to be vested, by deed, in said board 
cf education; to cause said lotto be graded, fenced, and otherwise proper^ 
improved ; to erect thereon a suitable and proper building or buildings, to be 
built of stone or brick, not to exceed in expense, the sum of eight thousand 
dollars, nor to cost less than five ^thousand dollars ; furnish the same with all 
proper, useful and necessary furniture, apparatus and appendages ; as socn 
as the building; is in proper ^condition, employ a sufiScient numfber of weU 

rlified teachers, male and female, and cause a school to be commenced 
ein, to be called "The Lockport Union School,'' in which eiuJl be taught 
enh' the higher branches of education. 

The tuition fee In said union school, shall not exceed two dollars each» per 
quarter, for pupils whose parents or guardians reside within the territory ^ 
slud union district; for all other pupils, said tuition fee shall not be less tbiUi 
two dollars, nor more than five dollars per quarter. Ko tuition fee shaU 
thereafter be charged, nnr any rate bill be made for tuition in the primaiy 
schools, but the same shall be free schools. 

§ 17. Said board of education shaU, as soon as praoUcable make an esti- 
mate of the amount of money, which, in their opinion, will be necessary &k 
the purposes in the last section specified, and also for such purposes spieeified 
in section fourteen, of this act, as may be needed or required for the fini 
jear, aad shall forth^th >a8Bes8, levy and collect the same, by tax upon real 
and pcnrsonal estate, as specified bx section fifteen of this act. They shaUk 
for mis and aU oUier taxes to be raised by them, make out a tax list, ia tha 
manner and form ia which like tax lists are aow made by trustees of s^tid 
districts, so far as such form is applicable, anneOE thereto, a warrant ia lika 
jarm, sipied by the president or a majoriW of the members of said boacd, 
and dehver the same to the oollector ; whidi» when Bo made and signed, ehaU 
lie as efiEectual to all intents and ^purposes, as like tax lists and warraati^ 
when made by the trustees of common school districts. Said board may, ia 
respect to the collection of all taxes, conform to the provisions of the twea^^ 
ninth, thirtieth and thirty -first sections of the one hundred and eightietik tUmp- 
ter of the Session Lawa of one thouscmd eight hundred and forty-five, aad 
require the collector to comply with the provisions of said sections, so far .if 
the same are applicable* Said board may so far vary from the provi4onB of 
aaid sections, as te time and places, as to render tliem appUcabJe, and majf 
aaake «uch warrants, returnable at six^ or ninety di^s, ia their discretiea^ 
instead of thirty days, as now req^ed^ law, ia ra^pMt to amk waAttMH 



ittade Y>y truBtecfs of common nchool didtHtits ; but all property nO\r exempt^ 
by secticD twenty -two, title five, chapter six, part third of Uie Revised Statutes, 
from execution shall be exempt from all such wairants. 

§ 18. All moneys to be raised by virtue of thi^ act, and all moneys by lav, 
Kppropriated to, or provided for said districts, shall be paid to the treasurer 
OT said board, who together with the sureties upon his official br>nd, shall be 
accountable tiierefor, to said board of education. Said treasurer nhaTl not pay 
out any of such moneys, except by resolution of said board, and upon an order 
drawn by the president and certified by the secretary, to be so drawn in 
pursuance of such resolution. 

§ 19. Said board of education shall meet for the transaction of buAiness, 
«a often as once in each month, and may adjourn for any shorter time. Special 
meetings may be called by the president, or in his absence or inability to act, 
by the secretary or any othe^ member of the board, as often as necessary, by* 
giving personal notice to each member of the board, or causing a written or 
printed notice to be left at his last place of residence, at least twenty-four 
hours before the hour of meeting. No member of 8aid board ohall receive 
any pay o^ compensation for his services. It shall not be lawful ft>r any 
member of said board, or any other officer of either of said districts, to become 
a contractor for building or making any improvement or repairs authorized 
by this act, or be in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested, either as 
principal, partner or surety in any such contract. All contracts, made in vio- 
ution of tnis provision, shall be absolutely void, and the person so violating, 
shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars ; to be prosecuted for, and recovered l^ 
mid board. 

§ 20. Instead of the report now required by law to be made by trustees 
of school dbtricts, to the town superintendent of common schools, the trua- 
te« so to be elected for each primary district, shall, within the time now re* 
^red by law, make such report to said board of education, and shall therein 
embrace such other and farther matters as may be required and prescribed by 
Mid board, or as such trustee may think the interests of such primary dia- 
tfiot or school may require. Said board of education shall, annually, be- 
tween the first of (January and the first of March, in each year, make to the 
town superintendent of common schools, a report, containing all such matters 
relating, as well to said Union district and Union school, as to said primary 
districts and their schools, as is now, or shall hereafter be reqtiired by law, or 
the regulations of the superintendent of common schools, to be reported to 
flitid town superintendent, and such other and further matters as they may 
deem advisable. Such report shall be received by said town superintendent, 
instead of the reports now required from each, of said seven districts. A 
topy of such report shall be filed with the secretary of said board. 

§ 21. Said board of education shall, from time to time, appoint sudi, and 
•0 many members of their board, as they may deem proper, not less than 
tiu'ee in number, a visiting committee ; whose duty it shall be to visit sud 
ooioif school, and each of said primary schools, as often as once in each quar^ 
ter; and make a report in writing to said board, showing the state and con- 
dition of each school, school-house, apparatus and appendages, and such 
•flier matters as said board may reqmre of them, and sudi suggestions for 
Ifae improvement of the same, as they may deem proper and advisaUe ; tuA 
reports shall be filed and kept among the papers of said board. Such boaord 
nay in their discretion, cause such reports, or any parts of the same, or the 
euMtance thereof, and any and all other matters relating to said schools, to 
be published in such form as they may deem advisable. They shall at- the 
eioee of each jear, publish in one or more of the village newspapers, a report 
of the moneys received and expended by themt' during the year, and sueh 
e4hOT matters as they deem advisable. 
^ §■ 22. Whenever, in the opinion of said board, the interests of any primary 
wtriet, require the sale or exchange of the school lot therein, said board 
jMiy eause snoh sale or exchange to be made, and hold Hbm preoeeds thereof 
te the nao Md benett of awili primary iHitrioi 



tl8. The tiUeofB^lkn^ltoiisM, sites, lets, fidniittire, books, ftpparaios 
fOia appurtenances, and all other eebool property in tbis act mentioned, shall 
be vested in said board of education ; and the same, while used for, or ap- 
propriated to school purposes, shall be exempt from all taxes and assessments, 
and shall not be liable to be levied upon, or sold by virtue of any warrant 
or execution. Said board of education, in their corporate capacity, shall be 
able to take, hold and dispose of any real or j^rsonal estate, transferred, to 
it by gift) grant, bequest or devise, for the use of said schools, or any or 
either of them. Provided, however, that said board shall not have power to 
•ell, grant, dispose of of incumber, said union school lot. 

"g M. Evei7 officer in this act mentioned, having at the time, the pos- 
session, custody, care, charge or control, of any property belonging to said 
■chools,'or any or either of them, or any money raised by the provisions of 
.act, or provided by law for the purposes of ecracation in saidnallage, shall, 
at the expiration of his term, or whenever such officer shall resign, be remov- 
ed from office, cease to act, or his office be otherwise vacated, transfer all 
•och property, and pay over all such money to the board of education. 

§ 25. £very resignation of officers appointed or elected utider this act, 
shall be made to the board of education, and sueh resignation shall have no 
force or effect, nor in any degree excuse such officer from the discharge of 
his duties^ until the same be accepted and approved by a reeoltition of said 
board. 

g 26. Any such officer may be removed from office for any official mia- 
conduct or neglect of official duty, by resolution of said board ; two thirds 
of the members thereof concurring. Opportunity shall be given to every 
aneh officer to be heard in his defence, before any such resolution shall be 
adopted. 

§ 27. Every person appointed or elected to any office mentioned in this 
aet, who, without sufficient cause, shall refuse to serve therein, shall forfeit' 
the sum of ten dollars ; and every person so appomted or elected, and not 
having refused to accept, who shall neglect to oischarge the duties of such 
office, shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars to sal- 1 board of education. 
It shall, be the duty of said board of education, forthwith, to prosecute for 
all forfeitures and penalties under this act, and when recovered, to apply 
the same to the purposes of education in said village. All officers mentionr 
ed in this aet^ shall be deemed pabHo offioers, within the intent and mean- 
ing of section thirty eigbt> of title six. Of chapter one, part four of the Revised 
Statotes ; and as audi, liable to the petudty therein prescribed, in addition to 
the penalty in this section before provided. 

J 28. The aeveral Ubnvies of the said seven districts are hereby oonsolida- 
into one. Said board of edaoation shall eftuse a niitable and prop<n' 
room to be fitted up in said union sehool buUding, and fumished witn nec- 
essary and suitable, fixtures, furniture, apparatus and appendages, and 
transfer said Ubrary thereto^ and put it tmder me <^iarge of a ubrarian. They 
diall aonually allow and pay to said librarian, sueh suaryas in their opini<»i, 
shall be a fair and reasonable oompenai^kn tot his services, but not to exceed 
Iha «um of fifty dollars, in any one year. They lAkall pass sueh by-laws for ' 
the regolatiob and {Nreservatton of said library, and fbr the discharge of thie 
duties of the librarian, as they may think iiecessary. The library money 
thereafter to be received in behalf of said districts, sliaU be paid by the town 
saperintendent to the treasurer of said board. Said board snaU expend sueh 
money entirely for the pnrehase of books and maps for the library. 

§ 29. Lands of resioents and non-residents of said districts may be sold 
by said board, for uncoUec.ted taxes assessed thereon for school purposes, by' 
. yirtaeof the proykioas of this act» in the same maaaer, and by hke proceed- 
ings as the trustees of said viUaffe adopt to sell lands for unpaid taxes asses- 
sed for village pavposes, and sudi ndes shall have the like efiiBot as sales so 
made by the trustees of said village ; or the lands of residents and non-resi- 
dents of said districts, eatd board may canse to be retm-ned to the eocttty 
traasiiser, in the same niaw»er aa trvaUee «f ooflunon soliool diatriota are mofw 
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iUifharizecl by law to reborn uDo^upied gnd mrin^ftved redd ^ilftte «f lioii- 
Eesidents of their distriots, for unpaid taxes asseMed thereon. Said oountf 
treasurer ehall paj to said board the amount of Kuch taxe», out of any monejfB 
in the county ti'easury raised fur contingent expenses, and auoh proeeedingp 
in all respects, shall thereafter be had b^ said county treasurer, and tiw 
board of supervisors of the county of Niagara in relation to all lands to 
returned, as 4iey are by law required to taJse in respect to unocoupied and 
unimproved lands of nou-residentis when so returned by trustees of ^tommoa 
ftchool districts. But no lands shall be so sold or returned^ until a reastmabla 
effort shall have been made to collect such taxes* by warranty as proyided in 
section seventeen of this ac^ and the collector shall have x returned that he 
cannot collect the same. 

§ 80. Said board of education may cause a schocd for oolored ehildreiL to 
be taught in ^d viUa£e, and include the expenses thereof ia the amofimt ao 
tp be raised annually vj tax, for contiqgent ^pauses md oihw purposee «f 
«ducati«n provided for in this act. 

§ 31. Said board of education may organize in said union sdiool, a de- 
partment for the instruction of teachers, for such parts of the year, and under 
such rules and regulations, as they may hy tneir by-laws adopt rfelatif« 

thereta 

§ 82. Said board of education, may at any time hereaft^, wbeoerer in 
their opinion the wants and interests of said schools shall require it, establidi 
^ class of so many schools intermediate said primary and union schooU as 
they may deem advisable, to be called secondary schools, and for this puf- 
pose consolidate such and so maAy of said primary districts, as they may 
oit^em advisable, prescribe the tuition fees and course of studies therein, mm 
so arrange and regulate the system of instructic^n in all of said schooU, that 
^e transfer of pupils shall thereafter be. from the primary, directly into the 
secondary, and taeuce into the union school And for this pui'Jwsei, ttud for 
(tl^e organisation, government and regulation of said seeondary dchoola, said 
board shall have all such powers as are hereinbefore conferred upon tbe^ 
in respect to said primary and union schools and their distriota atwl property' 

[€hap. ^T, Lafw8 of 1860.] 

• , ■ » 

§1. The provisions of the act entitled "An Aetin relation to Ccnunon 
Schools in the village of LoekporV passed Match Si, 1847, are not and sMl 
Aot be deemed or adjudged to be or to h«ve been affeeted, altered or Jin- 
paired by the act entitled ''An act eatabUabing Pree Sehook thvoughoirt Ae 
State," passed March 26, 1849. 

g 2.. '*The boaivd of education for the Tillage of Leokport** is ibereby 
iMitborized to increase the mteb ef tuition fees in Hw Union School under ils 
charge, and to grl^iiAte the aame aieaording to the faranebea of msfemetkin 
(wsued. 

. {§ 8. Said baayr<^ eduealion iabeteby aniboriaed to appokit ^mxjpetik- 
tmlent oi the 9Qia^ under ita charge, with aocK powers and dtt<^ ^md 
' .QQ^)peo8ation oe said board shall {ureaeribe. 

§ 4. VkomL and after Kbe &rat da||r of April next, so long as the eomiMn 
Mli^ple of ibis state ^toJL be ihee, the aaid board, of edocptiion dmO oavae umA 
of the seeondary schoola under itatthai^a to be tanght by aeompetent niMle 
teacher, er a male and female teechera, and the uauu eonmion senocd etnd^ 
shall be &ee; but lor the time ^or to the said first day of April neitt, aaid 
board m»j ocfUect tuition fees {or instrilction iherein, as' well as in the UukMi 
.aehool, ae they baine heretofore dene { ami' such atndiea ehall be tangfai in 
' aaid Union adiool aa aaid boiird may preacribe. 

% & Sttd bo^Hrd abaU not nube by tax npon the property in the IFilien 
mikftdk distriet, any fidoHey for tbe aalariea of teaehera in the Union ud Mie l 
distKiet, wbioh ahaJI Bocrua after the first dny of April nept 

^A, The note and doingpsef eeid* board of education, in aceordance' iitth 
v|Jhia>protision^o£itheir'aet of inaorpcratiDn, ddee ihe'aet Entitled '* An det 
i^^lMttdiiilS toe JMAtfwla thn^vigboiit'thn ntate/ paaaed Mareb ^ l«<M««Mk 
effect are hereby ratified and confirmed. 
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I *l, ThepubUc mon^ which sfaaU be App^kmecl ^o the diHfcriots tnelB^ 
ed In th« said Cniun school district, shall oe paid to said board, and be ap 
plied bj them to teachera' wages in the several schools in their charge n 
said diatrict, in proportion to the average number of ^icholars pm'sning com* 
mon school studies in each of said schools. The annual report of receipts 
and expenditures required to be published by said board, shall specify aA 
aums received, and from whom, and all persons to whcon payments w«ie 
made, and the general character of the demands paid. 

ypon the application of said board ol education to "the Hegenta of the 
University of tne State of New York,** said regents may acknowledge and 
declare said Union school to be an academy ; and it -shall thereafter be an 
Acad^tey, Subject to, and to be governed by, the provisions of the act author* 
izing said Union school, and subject to such rules aad regulationa as said 
regents mayprescribe. 

MEDINA. 

[LaiM of 1849. C^p. ltS6, as amended hy Chqp. 3S1 Zaaai </ 1860;] 

AN ACT in reloHo^ to common schooh in the village of Medina 

Passed April 9, 1849, **three^fifths being present." 

5R^ People of the Stcde of NevhYorh^ represented in Senate and Assembly ^ 
fo 9naet as follows : 

g 1. There shall hereafter he eleeted in sehool district number twelre, 
fdrmed f»rttf out of the town of £idgew&y and partly out of the town di 
Shelby, in the county ^of Orleans, and lying principally within the vfllqge 
#f Medina, in the manner now provided by law, three trustees, who «hall, 
respectively, hold their offices three years. C^kristopher "Whaley, Silas M. 
Burroughs, John B(yan, Daniel Starr, Is lao W. Swan and Archibald Servoss, 
are hereby appointed trustees of said district, and f4iall. respectively, hold 
•aid office as follows, namely : the term of office of Ohristopher Whaler atid 
Silas M. Burroughs shall ezfnre at the same time that tlie term of c^ce of 
Roswell Starr, as trustee of said district, shall expire. The term of office df 
John Byan and Daniel Starr shall expire at the same time that t^*e term qf 
office of Isaac K. Burroughs, as trustee of said district, ^idl expire ; and^he 
term of office of Isaac W. Swan and Archibald Servoss shall explfe at the 
Mmid time that the term of office of Natulan' Baneroft, ab trustee of said dis- 
tciH shUl expire. 

§ 2. The trustees of siod district and their successors in office shall con- 
felttttte a board of education for saicJ district and for the purposes of this act 
in addition to the present powere and duties of trustees, are hereby constitilt* 
ed a body politic and corporate, by the name and style of "The board of edu* 
Mlion of the village of Misdina," and said corporation shall have power tlitv 
AttabUsh and oi^nirc a classical achoc^ in said village to be known by thti 
aama of "The Medina Academy," aad auoh classical sehool shall be subject t^ 
•U htwB aod regulatioBs appiicable io other incorporated academies of thfA 
state and shall be entitled to share in the distribution of the monies of i^ 
lilevatare lond npob the same terms as other academies of this state ; and the 
xngeikti^ of the university <shalt recognixe said academy as such as soon as the 
required sum of money sh^ be ezp^ided hi buildings, and competent 
Wf^rs' emffloyed therein. 

•§ B. Sfud D<)ard of edueatton ^all appoint one of th«r nurabef president 
of said board, who ehall pre^da at the meetings of said board when pres( nt* 
irhea absent a pnesido^ pro tempore shall be appfnnted in his stead. They 
flh^ll also appoint one of their number secretary, who shall record all the actv 
doings and resolutions of said board ; and in the absence of the secretary n 
WBcteUarj pro tempore fdtall be appointed to discharge srudi duties. TheY 
iiiiil tUbo ap^ini « tM^t^ JAhratMn, aad trMvoref of said district trho uhm 



lespeetively, hold their offires one year from their appointment, and nntil 
others are app linted in their plaeea, unless pnoner removed by said board ; 
•ach collector, librarian and treasurer Bhall each, within ten days after notice 
of their appointment, in writing, and before entering upon the duties of their 
office, execute and deliver to said board of education a bond, in such penaltj 
and with such sureties as !*aid board may require, conditioned for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of his office. In case such bond shall not be given with- 
in ten dxyi after receiving suoh notice, ^^uch office ah ill thereby become va- 
oated, and said board of educaticHi shall thereupon make an appointment to 
■npply such vacancy. 

§ 4. The said board of education shall have power to fill any vacancy 
which may happen, by re:ison of the death or remival from the said district of 
any member of said board, and the officer so appointed shall hold his office 
for the unexpired time of the person to supply whose place he bhall be so ap- 
pointed. 

§ 6. Said board of education shall possess all the powers, and be subfed 
to all the duties in respect to said district, that the trustees of common 
schools now possess or are subject to, and such other powers and duties aa 
are given or imposed by this act 

§ 6. The taxable inhabitants, of said district, at my annual, special or ad- 
journed meeting legally held, may vote to raii«e such sum of money as they 
shall, deem expedient for the purpose of purchasing a site and buildmg a 
school house in said district, or for the purpose of purchasing any suitable 
building for such purpose, and direct the trustees to cause the same to be 
levied and raised by instalments, and make out a tax for the collection of 
the same as often as such instidments shall become due; and the legal yoters 
at any such meeting are authorised to lix the compensation tor collecting 
and payine over to the said board of education the amount so levied. 

§ 7. Tne inhabitants of said district shall have no power to rescind the 
vote to raise suoh simiof money, at any subsequent meeting, unless the same 
be done within ten days thereafter; nor shall they have power to reduce the 
amount of the same after the expiration of ten Jays- from the time the tax 
was first levied, but may remit such sum as shall remain unappropriated alter 
paying for the site and erection of the house or purchase of suitable build- 
inff. 

§ 8. The said board of education are hereby authorised to obtain by loan 
the whole or any part of the money le^Uv voted by said district, and secure 
the'payment of the same by their official bond. 

§ 9. The Oomptroller of this state is hereby authorised and directed to 
loan to the said board of education, such sum as the said board of edueation 
shall certify to said comptroller to have been voted by the inhabitants of 
said district, in pursuance of this act, not exceeding the sum of five thousand 
dollars, out of the moneys in the treasury belonging to the capital of the eom- 
men School fund, and for the purpose of purchasing a site, and erecting or 
^urchasin? a suitable building for a school hoiiise m said district ; and the 
money when loaned shall be charged upon the books of the comptroller to 
said district and the same shall be paid over. to said board of education, to 
be applied by them for the purpose of purchasing a site and ereoting or 
purchasing a school house for said district. 

§ 10. The sum so l')aned shall be paid to the comptroller of tins state, in 
aQuual instalments thereafter as determined by the vote of said district 
raising such sum of money, with annual interest thereon. 

§ II. The said board of education are hereby authorised, and empowerad 
to sell at public auction to the highest bidder, the school house and dte 
thereof belon^ng to said district, by giving pufa^c notice to be posted in ten 
public places m said district, ten days previous to such sale, and apply Hie 
proceens arising from such sale, towards purchasing a site and.ereotmg a 
school house in said district, or to such other purpose, as said district mil 
direct; such sale may be made upon such terms of credit, as said board of 
•duoation shall determine upoo^ and a bond and yiortgage taken by^ aaM 
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^oard for the viiole or Koy part of lAie pHrolimra money, or price foV vrhkeh 
said site ant h rase may be sold and such bond and mortgage may be sold and 
OBsigned by «aid board at par, for money to be applied by them as her^ 
provided. 

§ 12. The said board of edneatioQy are hereby authorised and empowered 
to make such by-laws and regulations, as they may deem necessary to secure 
the prosperity, order and government of said sehool and divide the siune into 
primaj'y and higher departments, and regulate the transfer of scholars from 
one department to the other, and provide suitable instructors for each depart^ 
ment^ direct what text books ^ball be used in the same, pureha*^ fuel and 
other necessaries fw the use of the srhpol or schools in said district, and 
all contracts made by them in their c^cial capacity, shall be binding upon 
them and their successors in office : to .fix and regulate the terms of tuition 
fees in said primary and other higher branches in said school or schools, to 
sue for and collect in their corpcnrate 4iame, any sum of money due to said 
district : to receive and apply to the uses 'of said school or schools, or any 
department thereof, any gift, leoacj, bequest or annuities, given or bequeath- 
ed to said board and apply the same, according to the instruction of the 
donor or testator to take and hold any real estate given or bequeathed to 
said board for. the purposes of said school or schools, or any department 
thereof, fuod apply the same, or the interests or proceeds thereof, according 
to the terms and instructions of the donor or testator : to have in all respects 
the superintendence, supervision, management dnd control of said school or 
schools, or any department thereof, and to hire, pay and di^harge any teach- 
er or teachers, employed by them in said school or department there- 
of. 

§ 18. Said board of education shall in all respects be subject to the re> 
finctions and control of the superintendents of common schools, of the 
town, county and state, in the same manner as the common sdiools in this 
state are subject. 

§ li. Said board of education shall have power, and are hereby authoris- 
ed to receive into said academy, and cause to be instructed tnefein any 
Eupil or pupils residing in or out of said district, and to regidate and estab- 
sh the terms of tuition fees of such resident or non-resident pupils ; and 
said board of education shall have power to regulate the tuition fees and 
rates of charges for instruction in the higher English and classical depart- 
ments of said academy, and shall have power to make such application of the 
money raised for the support of common schools in said district for the 
payment of teacher's wa^es as said board shall determine, and may divide 
and apportion the same m such manner as said board shall deem best to pay 
the salaries of teachers ^employed in said academy, or the elementary Eng- 
lish schools connected therewith or maintained in said district under theur 
X vision. The rates of tuition in the elementary English branches in the 
Is maintained in said district, shall be subject to the general laws relat- 
* ing to common schools, and after applying such portion of the money receiv- 
ed in said district as said board sludl determine towards the support of such 
elementary English departments, such sum^ not to be less than one half of all 
the moneys received in said district for the support of common scbooLi 
therein, the additional sum required to pay teacher'9 wages imd provide fuel 
and other contingent expenses necessary to the support of such elementary 
schools, shall DC estimatedt assessed, collected and applied in the 
manner provided in chapter one hundred and forty and four hundred and 
four of the session laws of eighteen hundred and forty-nine, or in such other 
manner as shall be hereafter provided by law for the support of cemauMk 
schools. 

§ 15. All moneys raised in said district for the purposes of said school, 
and all moneys to be received by such district from the comm<»n 6oho<d 
fund or other source, shtUl be anually paid to the said board of educatioo, and 
' be applied by them for tl^ uses of said school or schools according to law. 



S. To fix the rate of taftion fees in saidtmion sclfo^ mttjM tO'^8tant»- 
tions and restrictioos hereinafter contained, and to designate some person or per- 
sons to whom the same may be paid previous tu issuing the warrant for the 
ooUection thereof; and by a resolution of said board, to be recorded by the 
secretary, to exempt from the paynjpnt of the whole or any part of the tuition 
fees, such persons as they may deem entitled to such exemption, £rom indi- 
gence^or any other sufficient cause ; 

9, After the close of each quarter of said union school, to make out a rate-bill, 

containing the name of each person liable to pay tuition fees for tuition in said 

union school, who shall not have paid the same prior to making out sudi rate-bill, 

according to the provisions of the last preceding sub-division of this section, and 

the amount for which such person is liable, adding thereto a sam not 

exceeding five cents on each dollar for collector's fees, (wnidi fees^mll be fixed 

by said board, at the time of making out every rate-bill,) to annex thereto 8 

Wfirrant for the collection thereof, to be signed by the president of said board 

or a majority of the members thereof, and deliver the same to the collector, who 

shall coUect the same in the same manner as collectors of school districts are 

by law authorized and required to execute like warrants issued by the trustees 

of common school districts ; and who, in the execution of the same, shall be 

under the same protection, possess all the powers, and be subject to all the du^ 

ties a^ sttch collectors now nave, possess, and are subject to m respect to like- 

varraots ; and for this purpose, the jurisdiction of said board of education, 

and of said collector, shall extend to any other district or town, and to any resi^ 

dent of such other district or town, who ma^ be liable for tuition in said onion 

school, io the same manner and witk the hke authority, as to said unioD (fis- 

tdct, or residents of said union district ; 

10. To have in all respects the superintendence, supervision, managemtnt 
and control of all the schools mentioned or contemplated in, aiKi by the pn>- 
yisions of this act ; to prescribe the course of studies therein, the books tO' 
be used and establish an uniformity in respect to such course of studies and 
books; from time to time to adopt, alter, modify and repeal, as they deem 
expedient, rules, regulations and ordinances, for the organizataon, government 
and instruotious of such schools, for the reception of pup«|s and t&ir tnuisfer 
Irom one school to another ; for the promotion of their good order, prosperity 
and public utility ; for the protection, safe keeping, care and preservation 
of school houses, lots, sites and appurtenances, and lul other property connee- 
ted.with or appertainmg to such schools ; 

11. To cause such rules, regulations, ordmances and by-laws to be pabr 
lished in such manner and form, as they may deem best calculated to give 
general information ; to cause one copy thereof, together with a copy of this 
act to be kept in each of said schools, and such parts thereof as relate to 
such schools respectively, to be read therein, at least once during eaeh 
qnaster; 

12. Said board of education shall in all respects be subject to the TiBita> 
tion and control of the superintendents of common schools of the town, coun- 
ty and state in the same manner as the conunon schools in this state are 
snbject 

§ 16. Said board of education shall have power, and it shall be fheir 
duty, to raise fron^ to time,- by tax upon the real and personal estate within: 
tiite bounds of said union district which ^all be liable to taxation for the 
' ordinary taxes of said village, or for town or county diaiges, such sums as mar 
b« determined by resolution of said board, to be necessary for any and aU 
the purposes mentioned in the last preceding section, or to meet any deficiency 
arising from any cause connected with the subject of education in said village, 
to provide for which, power shall be given to said board by the proTi^iona 
of this act» the laws relating to common schools, or the rules and r^gulationr 
^f the superintendent of common schools. Whenever any sum of money 
shall be needed by any primary district, for any of the objects in this or tke^ 
last preceding section mentioned, except for teachers* wages, said board of 
educatloD shidl cause sudi amount to be assessed, leyied and collected from 



the property of sudh distrtet by the same warrant, in addition to,, and ia 
connection with the tax next to be raiBed for the general purposes of educa- 
tion, under and by virtue of the orovisions of this act ; making tiierefor a 
teparate column in i;aid tax list The ti'^^anurer Bhall keep a separate account 
of all moneyB so mised for such primary district, and said board of educatioo 
shall, by orders on such specific fund, draw out such mOneys only for sueh 
objects, and in favor of such primary distiict. 

Said board of education shall, at the commencement of each year, make an 
^iraate by the best means in their power, of the amount of nooney which 
will be needed for all the purposes of education, and other purposes pro- 
vided for by this act, over and above the moneys to be receivea from the 
town superntendent, aod from tuition fees, and shall cause the same to ba 
raised by one assessment and warrant ; and not more than two taxes for 
•such purposes, shall ever be raieedjn one year. 

The amount of money so to be raised m any one year, after the first yeair, 
ilwU not be less than the amount received in behalf of all said districts, from 
the town susperintendent, for the year next preceding ; nor more than four 
times that amount, unless such ^eater amount shall be authorized by a vota 
of the taxable inhikblta&tB of said .union district^ at a regular meeting of such 
district. 

§ Id. Said board of education shall have power, and it shall be their dutv, 
forthwith to purchase a suitable lot, so situated as best to convene the whole 
of said union cHstrict, not to exceed, in cost, the sum of twenty-five hundred 
dollara. and procure a clear title thereof, to be vested, by deed, in said board 
olf education; to cause said lotto be graded, fenced, and otherwise proper^ 
improved ; to erect thereon a suitable and proper building or buildings, to be 
built of ^one or brick, not to exceed in expense, the sum of eight tliousaod 
dollars, nor to eo^t less than five thousand dollars ; furnish the same with all 
proper, nseful and necessary furniture, apparatus and appendages ; as so<n 
as the building is in proper condition, employ a eufiScient number of wefli 
qualified teachers, male and female, and cause a school to be commenced 
tnerein, to be called **The Lockport Union School,'' in which shall be taught 
obIv the higher branches of educatioa. 

The tuition fee m said union school, shall not exceed two dollars each, per 
quarter, ibr pupils whose parents or guardians reside within the territory of 
Bind union district; for all other pupils, said tuition fee shall not be less th4ii 
two dollars, nor more than five dollars per quarter. No tuition fee shall 
thereafter be charged, nor any rate bill be made for tuition in the primaiy 
GKihools, but the same shall be free schools. 

§ 17. Said board of education shall, as soon as practicable make an esti- 
mate of the amount of money, which, in their x^inion, will be necessary &k 
the purposes in the last section specified, and also for such purposes specified 
in section foia-teen, of this act, as may be needed or required for the first 
year, and shall forthwith assess, levy and collect the same, by tax upon real 
and personal estate, as specified in section fifteen of this act* They ehaU* 
{qt this and aU oUier taxes to be raised by them, make out a tsDE list, ia the 
manner and form in which like tax lists are now made by tnistees of sehottl 
dbtricts, so far as such form is applicable, annex thereto, a warrant in llks 
larm, signed by the preudenl or a mijoriW of the members of said beai^ 
and dehver the same to the eollector ; which, when so made and signed, ahall 
he as effectual to all intents and purposes, as like tax lists and warraati^ 
when made \fj the trustees of common school districts. Said board may, in 
respect to the collection of all taxes, conform to the provisions of the twen^ 
innth, thirtieth and thirty -first sections of the one hundred and eightieth ebap' 
ter of the Session Laws of one thousand eig:ht hundred and forty-five, and 
require the collector to comply with the provisions of said sections, so far.a0 
the same are appUeable. Said board may so far vary frcMn the piovi -ions of 
aaid sections, as te time and places, as to render tliem applicabJ«, and aml^ 
make -^uch warrants, returnable at sixty or ninety d^ys, ia their discretioi^ 
instead of thirty days, as now required \^ law, ia ra^peot to aiMh wannuitl 
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made hy trustees of common school dhtfiets ; but all property now exempf^ 
by Rectu^D twenty -two, title five, chapter six, part third of the Revised Statate9» 
from execution shall be exempt from all such waiTants. 

g 18. All moneys to be raised by virtue of this act, and all moneys by law, 
topropriated to, or provided for said di-^tricts, shall be paid to the treasurer 
of said board, who together wit^ the sureties upon his official bind, shall be 
accountable therefor, to said board of education. Said treasurer ^hafl not pay 
out any of such moneys, except by resolution of said board, and upon an order 
drawn by the president and certified by the secretary, to be so drawn is 
pursuance of such resolution. 

§ 19. Said board of education shall meet for the transaction of business, 
tt often as once in each montli, and may adjourn for any shorter time. Special 
meetings may be called by the president, or in his aheence or inability to act, 
by the secretary or any othe^ member of the board, as often as necessary, by • 
giving personal notice to each member of the board, or causing a written or 
printed notice to be left at his last place of residence, at least twenty-four 
Bours before the hour of meeting. rTo member of said board shall receive 
any pay 6t compensation for his services. It shall not be lawful ft>r any 
member of said board, or any other officer of eHher of said distriets, to become 
a contractor for building or making any improvement or repairs authorized 
by this act, or be in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested, either as 

Erincipal, partner or surety in any such contract All contracts, made in vio- 
ition of tnis provision, shall be absolutely void, and the person so violating^ 
ihall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars ; to be prosecuted for, and recovered by 
•aid board. 

§ 20. Instead of the report now required by law to be made by trustees 
of school districts, to the town superintendent of common schools, the truth 
tee so to be elected for each primary district, shall, within the time now re- 
^[i^ed by law, make such report to said board of education, and shall therein 
«Btibrace such other and farther matters as may be required and prescribed by 
iaid board, or as such trustee may think the interests of such primary dis- 
trict or school may require. Said board of education shall, annually, be- 
tween the first of «fanuary and the first of March, in each year, make to the 
town superintendent of common schools, a report, containing all such matters 
relating, as well to siud Union district and Union school, as to said primary 
districts and their schools, as is now, or shall hereafter be reqnired by law, or 
the regulations of the supermtendient of common schools, to be reported to 
mAd town superintendent, and such other and further matters as they may 
deem advisable. Such report shall be received by said town superintendent, 
iinteftd of the reports now reqnired from each, of said seven districts. A 
6opy of such report shall be filed with the secretary of said board. 

§ 21. Said board of education shall, from time to time, appoint such, and 
•o many members of their board, as tiiey may deem proper, not less than 
teee in number, a visiting committee ; whose duty it shall be to visit sidd 
auiioit school, and each of said primary schools, as often as once in each qiiar^ 
ter ; and make a report in writing tu said board, showing the state and coo- 
ditioD of each school, school-house, apparatus and appendages, and such 
•Iber matters as said board may require of them, and such suggestions for 
lh« improvement of the same, as they may deem proper and advisable ; sudk 
iwperts shall be filed and kept among the papers of said board. Such boflsrd 
jBiiy in their discretion, cause such reports, or any parts of the same, or the 
auwtaace hereof, and any and all other matters relating to said schools, to 
be published in such form as they may deem advisable. They shall, at- the 
eloe» of eaoh year, publish in one or more of the village newspapers, a report 
loi the moneys received and expended by them,' during the year, and sudi 
Mber matters as they deem advisable. 

§^ 22. Whenever, m the opinion of said board, the interests of any pr i m ar y 
mtrict, require the sale or exehange of the school lot therein, said boara 
nay cause sooh sale or exchange to foe made, and hold t^ preoeeds theree( 
liff th» naa aad benett of Moli primary " 



«f1 

51s. The title of s«1inol'1ioQse8, flttes, lots, fohiitlire, hookff, spparataa 
appurtenances, and all other school property in this act mentioned, shall 
be vested in said board of education ; and the same, while used fur, or ap- 
propriated to school purposes, shall be exempt from all taxes and assessments, 
and shall not be liable to be levied upon, or sold by virtue of any warrant 
or execution. Said board of education, in their corporate capacity, shall be 
able to take, hold and dispose of any real or psrsonai estate, transferred^ to 
it by gifc^ grant, bequest or devise, for the use of said schools, or any or 
either of them. Provided, however, that said board shall not have power to 
•ell, grant, dispose of or incumber, said union school lot. 

*§ 24. Evei^ officer in this act mentioned, having at the time, the pos- 
session, custody, care, charge or control, of any property belonging to said 
tchools,'or any or either of them, or any money raised by the provisions of 
.act, or provided by law for the purposes of education in said-village, shall, 
«t the expiration of his term, or whenever such officer shall resign, be remov- 
ed from office, cease to act, or his office be otherwise vacated, transfer all 
•och property, and pay over all such money to the board of education. 

§ 25. Every resignation of officers appointed or elected under this act, 
shall be made to the board of education, and such resignation shall have no 
force or effect, nor in any degree excuse such officer from the discharge of 
his duties, until the same be accepted and approved by a resolution of said 
board. 

§ 26. Any such officer may be removed from office for any official mis- 
conduct or neglect of official duty, by resolution of said board ; two thirds 
of the members thereof concurring. Opportunity shall be given to every 
eneh officer to be heard in his defence, before any such resolution shall be 
adopted. 

§ 27. Every person appointed or elected to any office mentioned in this 
aet, who, without sufficient cause, shall refuse to serve therein, shall forfeit' 
the sum of ten dollars ; and every person so appointed or elected, and not 
having refused to accept, who shall negf ect to oischarge the duties of such 
office, shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars to sail board of education. 
Itshall.be the duty of said board of education, forthwith, to prosecute for 
all forfeitures and penalties under this act, and when recovered, to apply 
the aame to the purposes of education in said village. All officers mention- 
ed in this aei, shall be deemed pobHo officers, within the intent and mean- 
ing of section thirty eight> of title six. Of chapter one, part four of the Revised 
Statutes ; and as such, liable to the penalty therein prescribed, in addition to 
the penalty in this section before provided. 

J 28. The aeveral libraries of tiie said seven districts are hereby consoHda- 
into one. Said board of education ^hall eause a suitable and proper 
room to be fitted up in said union school buildfaig, and furnished witn nec- 
essary and suitable, fixtures, furniture, apparatus and appendages, and 
transfer said library thereto, and put it under uie charge of a iitNnarian. They 
shall annually allow and pay to said librarian, suoh salary as in their opinion, 
shall be a fair and reasonable compensatioti tot his services, but not to exceed 
the 4um of fifty dollars, in anr one year. They dkall pass sueh by-laws for ' 
the regulation and preservation of said library, and for the discharge of the 
duties of the lihranan, as they may think necessary. The library money 
l^reofter to bereeeived in behalf of said (itistriets^ shall be paid by the town 
snperintendent to the treaswer of said board. Said board snail expend sueh 
money entirely for the purchase of books and maps for the library. 

§ 29. Lands of residents and ntm-residents of said districts may be sold 
by said board, for uncollected taxes assessed thereon for school purposes, by' 
virtaeof the provisioas of thi^ act^ in the same manner, and by like proeeea- 
ings as the trustees of said village adopt to sell lands for unpaid taxes asses- 
sed for village purposes, and sudi sales shall have the like efibet as sales so 
raftde by the trustees of said village ; or the lands of residents and non-resi- 
dents of said districts, eatd board may cause to be retorned to the comty 
treanirer, in the same nuuMier aa kvaleea ef oottmon sdbool diatriete are nov 



8th. And» lortbe purposes of this act, the said: board shall possess the 
powers and privileges of a corporation. 

§ 3. It snail be the duty of the board of education, 

Ist. On o^ before the fifteenth day of November in each year, to roport 
to the board of supervisors of tlie said city and county, an estimate oi the 
amount over and above the sums specified in the fifteenth section of this act, 
which will be required during the year, for the purpose of meeting the cur- 
rent annual expenses of common school instruction ; for erecting, purchasing, 
leasing and procuring Kites for school houses, and the fitting up and for&ish'' 
ing thereof, aad the alterations in, the additions to, and repairs of, the school 
buildings of the ward schools ; for the support of schools which shall have 
been organized since the last antiual appK>rtionment of the school moneys 
made by the board ; for the support of evening schools, not exceeding. tae 
sum of fifteen thousand dollars in each year ; for the support of the free 
academy, an annual sum not exceeding twenty thousand oollars ; and sucl^ 
farther sum or sums as may be necessary for any of the purposes authorised 
by this act ; but the aggregate amount so reported shall not exceed the sum 
of four dollars for each pupil who shall have actually attended and been 
tai^ht in the preceding year in the schools entitled to participate in the a^ 
portionment : 

2d. To apportion all th'e school moneys which shall have been raised for 
the purposes of meeting the current annual expenses of public instruction,. 
taeach of the schools provided for by this act : 

3d. To file with the chamberlain of said dty, on or bef(»*e the first Mon^ 
day of April in each year, a copy of their apportionment, stating the amount 
am>ortioned to the ward schools, and to the trustees, managers and directors 
of the several schools enumerated in this act: ' 

4th. To continue to furnish through the free academy, the benefit of edu- 
cation, gratuitously, to persons who have been pupils in the common schools 
of the said city and county for a period of time to be regulated by ihe board 
of education,i not less-thiEui one year : 

6th. To supervise, manage and govern said free academy, and, from lime 
to time, make all needful rules and regulations therefor ; fix the number and 
compensation of teachers and others to be employed therein ; prescribe the 
preliminary examination, and the terms and conditions on which pupils shall' 
DC received and instructed therein and discharged therefrom ; direct the 
course of studies therein, and provide in all things for the giiod govenunent< 
and management of the said free academy ; and purchase the books, appar- 
atus, stationery and other things necessary and expedient to enable the said 
free academy to be properly and successfully conducted, and to keep the 
said building or buildings properly repaired and furnished : 

6th. To appoint annually a standing committed of not less than five per- 
sons of their number, who shall, subject to the control, supervision and ap- 
probation of the said board, constitute an executive committee for the f^tare 
government and management of the said free academy, under the rules and 
regulations prescribed as aforesaid, whose duty it shall be, to midEC detailed 
reports to tne said board of education, and, among other things, to recom^ 
mend the rules and regulations which they deem necessary and proper for- 
the said academy. The board of educa4;ion may, at any regular meeting 
thereof, by a majority of all the members of said board, remove a»f or aU 
the members of the said committee, and appoint another person or pevr 
sons in the place of the member or members of the said committee so ri^ 
moved. 

7th. To make and transmit annually on or before the first day of Fehcii« 
ary in each year, to the common council of said city, and also to the 
secretary to the board of regents of the university of the state of New- York 
a^ report signed by the president and clerk of the said board of edpcation, 
and dated on the first day of January, in the year of its transmissioii ; 
which report shall state the names and ages of all the pupils instructed i^ 
such free academy during the preceding year, and the time that each wai 
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BO instructed ; a particular statement of the studies pursued by each pupil 
at the commeneeiBeiit olhifi iBstoiictlon, aadof ,hi0. sjubs^guent studies un- 
til the date o^ such report, together with the books, siicli suident shall have 
S:tttdied in whole or in part, and if in part what portion ; an aocount or es- 
timate of the cost of the library, philosophical and chemical aTO)aratus, and 
ma$AieiE||^ti«^ or other seiaivtific mstrun^ents beloi^ng to s^cn academy ; 
the names of the. instructors employed in said academy, and the compensa- 
tion p^d to eai^ ; what amount of moneys the board of education received, 
during the y^ar for the purposes of such academy, and from what sources, 
spedfying how much from each, and the particulai- manner, and the specific 
purpose for which .such moneys have been expended ; and such other infor- 
KUitipn in r0lation to education in said academy, and the measures jof the 
boai'd in the management tJaereof, as the said common council or the re- 
gents of the university of the state of New- York may from time to time re- 
quire : I 

8th. To provide evening schools for those whose ages or avocations ai*e 
fruch as to prevent their attending the day schools e8taji)lished by law, in 
such of the ward school houses or other buildings used for' school purposes, 
and in such other places in said city as they may, from time to time deem 
expedient : 

9th. Tt) furnish all necessary supplies or make regulation, for furnishing 
such supplies for the several schools under their cai'e, but when such sup- 
plies are furnished by the board of education they shall be obtained by 
contract, proposals for which shall be advertised for the period of at least 
two weeks : 

10th. To make and transmit between the fifteenth day of January and 
the first day of February m each year, to the clerk of the city And coiraty 
of New- York, a report in writing, bearing date the first day of January in 
the year of its transmission, stating the whole number of schools within 
their jurisdiction, specially designating the schools for colored children ; 
th^ schools or societies from whichreports shall have been made to the board 
of education within the timelimited for that purpose, the length of time such 
schools shall ha^ebeen kept open ; the amount of public money apportioned or 
appropriated to said school orsociety ; the number taught in each schooL the 
whole amount of money drawn from the city chamberlain for the purposes of 
public education during the year ending at the date of their report, aistinguish- 
mgthe amount received from the general fund of the state f;'om all other and 
what sources ;the manner in which such moneys shall have been expended, 
and such otherinformation as the superintendent of common schools may 
from time to time require, in relation to common school education in the 
city and county of New- York. 

g 4. If the board of education shall neglect to make such annual report 
within the time limited, the share of school moneys apportioned to the city 
and county of New-York may, in the discretion of tne superintendent of 
common schools, be withheld until a suitable report shall have been ren- 
dei%d. 

§ 5. The clerk of the board of education shall have charge of the rooms, 
bo^s, papers and documents of the board, and shall in addition to his duties 
as secretary of the board, perform such other clerical duties as may be re- 
quired by its members or committ^ees : 

§ 6. All schools which have been organized under, the act entitled "An 
act to extend to the city and county of New- York the provisions of the 
general act in relation to common schools, passed April 11, 1842,'' and the 
act» amending the same, or oiganized or adopted under this act, shall be call- 
ed common schools ["ward schools,*'] or ward primaries, and each dais 
ahall be numbered conseautively, according to the time of their oiganizatioa 
or. adoption, and all such schools shall be under the supervision and gpv^m- 
ment of the commissioners, inspectors and trustees of the ward in ifhich 
they are located. 

21 
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POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

» 

* § 7. It shall be the duty of the school .officerst or a majority of them, in 
any ward: 

^K 1st. To certif;jr to the board of edaeation of the tity and county of Ney 
York, whenever m their opinion it is necessary, to organize one or more addi- 
tional schools in said ward, with the facts and circmnstanees showing such 
necessity, together with the character of the school buildings required, and 
the number and class of scholars who will probably attend such bchools if 
organized, and to oi^ganize such schools as hereinafter provided : 

2nd. To provide, under such rules and regulations as the board of educa- 
*tion may establish, the necessary books, stationary, and other essentials ne- 
cessary to organize and conduct any school in their ward ; 

3rd. To examine, ascertain and report to the board of education, and as 
frequently as may be, whether the provisions ofthis act in relation to the 
teaching of > sectarian doctrines, or the use of sectarian books, shall have 
been violated ; and ' 

4th. To notify the board of education of any vacancy in the office of any 
school officer of their respective wards. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSIONERS. 

§ 8. It shall be the duty of the oonamissioners of common schools in the 
several wards: 

Ist. To attend all the meetings of the board of education ; and if any 
oommissipner shall refuse or neglect to attend any three successive stated 
meetings of the board, after having been personally notified to attend, and if 
no satisfactory cause of his non-attendance be shown, the board may declare 
his office vacant ; 

2nd. To transmit to the board of education all reports made to them by 
the trustees and inspectors of their respective wards ; 

3rd. To visit and examine all the schools entitled to participate in the 
apportionment ; 

4th. They shall be ex officio members of the board of trustees in their* 
respective wards. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF INSPECTORS, 

§ 9. It shall be the duty of the inspectors of common schools : 
1st. To inspect and examine each of the schools in their respective wards, 
at least twice in each year, and oftener if necessary ; and on or before the 
fifteenth day of October, in each year, to make and transmit to the boArd of 
education and to the trustees of the ward, a report in writing, in which 
they shall set forth the condition of the several school buildings in use in 
their ward, and whether any, and if any, what repairs, alterations or modi- 
fications of those buildings seem to them necessary ; * 

2. Whether they are kept clean and in good order ; 

3. In what manner they are heated and ventilated, and how effectual 
' the means used are in producing the result desired ; ^ 

4. The studies pursued ; 

6. The progress of the classes in their different studies ; 

6. The punctuality of attendance of the scholars and teachers; 

7. The order, attention and general appearance of the school ; 

8. The length of each morning and evening session, and the number and 
length of recesses allowed ; 

9. The number and qualifications of the teachers, and such other faets as 
in their opinion are important to insure the discipline or extend the useful- 
ness of the schools ; 

10. In conjunction with the eity superintendent of common schools, to 
license teachers for their respective wards ; and ' 
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11. To examine and audit all acoounta when duly certi^ed by the iruB- 
tees to be correct * . 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. 
• 
§ 10. It shall be the duty of the trustees of each ward and they shall 
hare power : 

1. To have the safe keeping of all the property belonging to the ward 
schools and the ward primaries in their respectiye wards ; 

2. Under such general rules and regulations as the board of education 
may adopt, to contract with and employ teachers in said schools, and make 
other contracts for conducting and managing their schools ; 

8. To procure, as may be necessary, blank books, in one of which a state- 
ment of the amounts of all moneys received and paid by the trustees, and 
of all moveable property belonging to each school shall de ertered at large 
and signed by such trustees ; and in other books, the teacher shall enter 
the names and residence of the scholars attending school, and the number of 
days they shall have respectively attended ; and also the days on which 
each school shall have been visited by the city superintendent and the school 
officers of the ward, or any of them, which entries shall be verified by the 
oath or affirmation of the principal teacher in such school. The said books 
shall be preserved by the trustees as the property of the schools, and shall 
be delivered to their successors ; 

4. To make, on or before the fifteenth day of January, in every year, 
and transmit to the board of education, a report in writmg, dated on the 
first day of January, which shall l>e signed and certified by a majority of the 
trustees, which report shall state : the whole n^umber of schools within their 
jurisdiction, especially designating the schools for colored children ; the 
length of time each school shall have been kept open ; the whole number of 
scholars over four and under twenty -one years of age, who shall have been 
taught, free of e'^pense to such scholars, in their schools dming the year 
preceding the first day of January, which number shall be ascertained by 
adding to the number of children on register at the commencement of each 
' year, the number admitted during that year, which shall be considered the 
total for that year ; the average number that has actually attended such 
schools during the yeai*,to be ascertained by the teachers' Keeping an exact 
account of the number of scholars present every school time or half day, 
which being added together and divided by four hundi-ed and sixty, or if 
less than a year, by the number of school sessions, shall be considered the 
average of attending scholars, which average shall be sworn or affirmed to 
by the teachers ; a detailed statement of the amount of moneys received 
for their respective schools during the last year from the chamberlain of the 
city, and of the purposes for, and the manner in which the same shall have 
been expended ; and a particular account of the state of the schools and of 
the property and affiurs of each school under their care ; and the titles of 
all books used, with such Other information as the board of education shall 
require. A report in all respects similar shall be required from the trustees, 
managers or directors of the corporate schools ; 

6. To hold as a corporation, all personal property vested in or transfer- 
red to them for school purposes in their respective wards ; and 

6. To render at the expiration of their respective terms of office, to their 
euceessors, a just and true account in writing, of all moneys received by 
them for school purposes, and of the manner in which the same shall have 
been expended, and to pay any balance which may remain in their hands, to 
their suceessors. 

OF THE CITY SUPERINTENDENT. 

§ 11. ^ The board of education shall appoint a city superintendent of 
common schools for the city and county of New-York^ wt^o shall hold his of- 
fice for two years, subject t& removal by the board, on complaint for cause 
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stated. He ajiiill perform stieh duty, and "be eiibject to such tid|fe, and 
receive such salary, as may be {Mrescribed by the board of education ; out 
the salary shall not be increased or diminished during his term of of- 
fice.. 
It shall be his duty specially : 

1. To visit and examine all schools entitled to participate ia the appor- 
tionment of the school mon^s» as often in each year as the bofurd of educa- 
tion may direct, and at least once in each year to notify the inspeetorsof eom- 
mon schools of the ward of the time appointed to viat the schools in such 
ward, and to invite such inspectors to visit with him the said sefaook, luad, 
with such inspectors, if they, or any of them, shall attend at such visits, or, 
without their presence, at any time to enquire into all matters relating to the 
government, course of instruction, books, studies, discipline, and conduct of 
such schools, and the condition of the school-houses, and of the schools gen- 
erally, and to advise and to counsel with the trustees in relation to their duties 
the proper studies, discipline, and conduct of the schools, the course of in- 
struction to be pursued, and the books of elementary instruction to be used 
therein ; and to examine, ascertain, and report to the board of education 
whether the provisions of the act in relation to religious sectarian teadiing 
and books have been violated in any of the schools of the different wards of 
the city : , ' ' 

2. To examine, in conjunction with the inspectors of any ward, persons 
offering themselves as candidates for teachers of common schools, and to 
grant them certificates of qualification, in such form as shall be prescribed 
by the board of education ; which certificates, when countersigned by one or 
more inspectors, shall be evidence of the qualifications of such teachers in 
every ward of the oity and county : and 

8. Generally, by all the means in his power, to promote sound education, 
elevate the character and qualifications of teachers, improve the means of 
instruction, and advance the interests of the school committed to his 
charge. ' 

§ 12. The city superintendent shall be subject to such general rules and 
regulations as the superintendent of common schools may prescribe; and appeals 
from his acts and decisions may be made to the superintendent in the same 
manner and with like effect, as in cases now provided by law, and he shall 
make annually to the superintendent of common schools, at such times as 
shall be appointed by him, a report in writing, containing the whole number 
of schools m the city and county, distinguishing the schools from which the 
necessary reports have been noade to the bosurd of education, by the com- 
missioners, inspectors and trustees of common schools, and containing a cer- 
tified copy of the reports of the board of education, to the clerk of the city 
and county, with such additional information as the superintendent of eom- 
mon schools inay require. 

§ 18. The office of county superintendent of. common schools for the city 
and'county of New- York is hereby abolished. 

OF THE SUPPORT OF THE SCHOOLS. 

§ 14. Whenever the clerk of the city and county shall receive notice from 
the silperintendent of common schools of the amount of moneys apportioned 
to the county of New- York, foV the support and encouragement of common 
schools therein, he shall immediately lay the same before the board of su- 
pervisors of the said coimty ; and the chamberlain of the said city 'shall ap- 
ply for, and receive the school moneys apportioned to the said county as 
soon as the same become payable, and place the same to the credit of the 
mayor, aldermen and commonalty of the city of New-York, for the benefit 
of public education therein. 

f 15. The said board of supervisors shall annually raise and eollect by 
tax upon the inhabitants of the said eity and county, a sum of money squill 
to the sum specified in such notice, at the tiAe and in the stune niuiitt«r ac 
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ih^ contingpeat charges of the said city aad county are levied and collected ; 
alao a sum of money equal to one-twentieth of one uer cent of the value of 
the real and personal property in tiie said city, liable to be assessed thereon, 
and' pay the. same into the city treasury, to be applied to the purposes of 
c<unmon schools in the said city ; and the board ofeducation shall apportion 
the money so raised to each, oi the schools hereafter provided for by tnis iact, 
except the free academy, and the evening schools, according to the number of 
children over four and under twenty-one years of age, who were actual resi- 
dents of the citjp^ and county of New- York at the time of their attendance on 
such schools, without charge, the preceding year ; and the average shall be 
ascertained by adding together, the number of such children present at each 
morning and afternoon session, of not less than three hours, land dividing the 
sum by four hundred and sixty ;■ and if any school shall have been organized 
sinee the last annual apportionment, the average shall be ascertained by di- 
viding by a number corresponding to the actual number of morning and even- 
ing sessions, of not less than three hours each, held since the organisation of 
such school ; and the sum apportioned to any schools, other than the ward 
schools, shall be paid to the trustees, managers or directors of such schools, 
respectively, b^ di'afts on the city diamberlain, to be signed by the president 
and clerk of said board, and made payable tojhe ordei^ of the ti-easurers of 
said trustees, managers, or directors. 

§ 16. Said board of supervisors shall also raise and collect at the same 
time, and in the same manner, ouch additional sum or sums as the board of 
education, in pursuance of the provisions of the first subdivision of the third 
section of this act, shall have reported to be necessary for the purposes therein 
mentioned. Such moneys shall be paid into the city treasury, and shall, 
together with the amount apportioned to the ward schools, be paid by the 
chamberlain of the ssid city upon the drafts drawn on him by the board of 
education, signed by the president, and countersigned by the clerk of the 
board, and by the commissioners, or one of them, of the ward for which 
the money is to be paid, except such sums as shall be drawn pursuant to the 
fifth sub-division of the second section of this act, which maH be paid by 
said chamberlain, upon drafts drnwn on him by said board, signed by the 
president and clerk, and countersigned by the chairman of tbe finance com* 
mittee of said board, and all drafts shall be made payable to the person or 
persons entitled to receive the same. 

§ 1*7. If any of the said newly organised ward schools, vby reason of pecu- 
liar circumstances, shall be equitably entitled to a larger sum than they will 
receive under an apportionment made as aforesaid, then the board of educa- 
tion shall be authorised, and they are hereby required to make to such school* 
such fm'ther allowance out of the school moneys, as they, the board of educa- 
tionH^hall deem just and proper. 

e 18y No school shall be entitled to, or receive any portion of the school 
mc&e^ inswhich the religious doctrines or tenets of any particular christian, 
or other religious sect, shall be taught, inculcated or practiced, or in which 
any book or books, containing compositions favorable or prejudicial to the 
particular doctrines or tenets of any particular christian, or other religious 
sect, or whicb shall teach the doctrmes or tenets of any other religions sect, 
or which shall refuse to permit the visits and examinations provided for in 
this act But nothing herein contained shall authorise the board of education 
to exclude the Holy Scriptures^ without note or comment, or any selections 
therefrom, from any of ^e sdiools provided for by this act; but it shall iH)t 
be competent for tne said board of education to decide what version, if any 
of the Holy Scriptures, wi^out note or comment, shall be used in any of the 
schools : rrovided that nothing herein contained shall be so construed , aa 
to violate the rights of conscience as secured by the constitution of this state, 
and of the United States. 

§19. If ihe school money« apportioned to the aommon schools, agreeably 
to ^he previous section of this act, shall exceed the necessary and legal ex- 
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penses of either of such schools, the board of education shaU. authorise the 
payment onlr of such sum or sums, as shall be sufficient to provide for such 
expenses, and any defidenor in the sums apportioned to meet the necessary 
and legpal expenses of public education in me said schools, shall be supplied 
by the common council of the said city, and they are hereby authorised and 
^ected to raise by loan, in anticipation of the annual tax, such sum or sums, 
as shall be necessary to meet sudi deficiency. And the board of education 
shall, in all cases, certify to the common council the cause of such deficiency, 
and that the same was unayoidable, and unless such certificate shall be 
made, the said common council may refuse to raise the *sum required to 
meet such deficiency. 

§ 20. In making the apportionment among the seyeral schools, no share 
shall be allotted to any schoo^from which no sufficient annual report shall 
haye been received for the year ending on the last day of December, im- 
mediatel y pr eceding the apportionment. 

§ 21. Whenever an ap^rtionment of the public money shall not be made 
to any school, in consequence of any accidental omission to make any re- 
port required by law, or to comply with any other regulation or provision 
of law, the board of education may, in its discretion, direct an apporticm- 
ment td be made to such school, according to the equitable circumstances 
of the case, to be paid out of the public money on hand, or if the same shall 
have been distributed, out of the public money to be received in a succeeding 
year. v 

OF THE SCHOOLS ENTITLED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE APPORTIONMENT, 

§ 22. The sclfods of the Public School Society, the New- York Orphan 
' Asylum School, the Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum School, the schools of 
the two Half-Or{)han Asylums, the school of the Mechanic's Society, the 
school of the Society for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents in the city 
of New- York, the Hamilton Free School, the school for the Leake and Watt's 
Orphan House, the school connected with the Alms House of tiie said city 
the school of the Association for the benefit t>f Colored Orphans, the schools 
of the American Female Guardian Society, the schools of the society for the 
promotion of education among colored cmldren, the schools organized under 
the act entitled, "An act to extend to the city and county of New- York, the 
provisions of the general act in relation to common schools, passed April 11, 
1842," or an act to amend the same, passed April 18, 1843, or an act entitied 
an act more effectually to provide for common school education in the city 
and county of New- York, passed May 7, 1844, or any of the acts amending 
the same and including su^ normal schools for the education of teachers as 
the board of education may organize, and the normal school of the public 
school society for the education of teachers, and such schools as may be or- 
lyganized under the provisions of this act, shall be subject to thjB-gso^ralsuper- 
I -vision ^of the board of ed ucation, and shall be entitled to participate inthe 
M)portionment^T^1ie scEobl moneys as pi'ovided for in this act, but they 
shall be under the immediate direction of their respective trustees, manf^«*8 
and directors, as herein provided. 

* 

OF NEW SCHOOLS. 

§ 23. Whenever a majority of the school officers of any ward shall certify 
in writing to the board oi education, that it is necessary to establish a school 
in said ward, with the facts and circumstances showmg such necessity, to- 
gether with the number and class of scliolars who will probably attend such 
school if established; it shall be the duty of the board of education, without 
delay, to investigate the subject and determine the expediency of establishing^ 
such school in such ward applying for the same. Should the l^ard o^ers 
or any of them, deem themselves aggrieved by such decision, they may appeal 
to the state superintendent of common schools, who shall deade as to "ftie 
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propriety of the establishment of such sehool, and his decision, if adrerse U 
the appellants, shall be binding for the term of one year. 

§ s4.^ Upon a decision favorable to the establishment of a sehool or 
schools in any of the wards of the said dty, it shall be lawful for the school 
officers of said ward to proceed to organize one or more schools, such as may 
be authorized by the board of education, and procure a school-house, by 
purchasing or hiring the same, or by procming a site and erecting a building 
thereon, according to ]^lans an^d specifications, and contracts which shau 
have^been duly Sed with and approred by l^e board of education^ the 
erection of which said building, and t^e fitting up thereof, and the fitting 
up of any hired building, sh|ill be done by contract, proposals for whidb 
shaU be advertised for two weeks previous to deciding upon estimates 
thereon, unless such fitting up shall not exceed the sum of two hundred 
dollars; and the expense of establishing and organizing any school, as 
above mentioned, shall be levieU and raised pursuant to the provisions of 
this act. 

§ 26. The title to all school property, real and personal, purchased with 
any moneys derived from the distribution or apportionment of the school 
moneys, or raised by taxation in the city of New York, shall be vested in 
the mayor, aldermen and commonalty of said city, "but no contract or con- 
tracts shall be made by the school officers of any ward for the purchase of 
any site, or for the erection or fitting up, or repairing of any bnilaing, when 
such repairs shall exceed in amount the sum of two hundred dollars, as au- 
thorised in this act,' until a statement in. writing of the amoimt required for 
that purpose shall have been presented to the boai'd of education by said 
school omcers, and, together with a copy of the working-drawings, plans, 
and specifications of the work to be done, pursuant to the provisions of 
this act, shall have been duly filed and approved o^ as herein required, 
and an appropriation shall have been made by the board of education there- 
for. ' . 

§ 26.^ The trustees, managers and directors of any of the corporate ■ 
schools entitled to participate in the apportionment of the school monies, 
may, at any time, convey their school-houses and sites to the corporation o 
the city of New York, and transfer any of their schools to the board of ed- 
ucation, on the terms and in the manner to be agreed upon and prescribed 
by the board of .education, so as either to merge the said schools in the ward 
schools, or adopt them as ward schools ; and the same shall then be ward 
schools, subject to all the rules, duties and liabilities, and enjoy the same 
rights, as if they had been originally established as ward schools. But noth- 
ing in this act shall take away from the Public School Society any rights 
which they have heretofore enjoyed, and the board of education are au- 
thorized to provide the Public School Society with all necessary moneys to 
make all proper repairs, alterations and improvements in the various school 
premises occupied by them. 

OF THE DISCONTINUANCE OF SCHOOLS. 

§ 27. Whenever, owing to any nuisance or other cu'cumstance, in the 
immediate vicinity of any school, or to the small attendance of scholars 
therein, or other sufficient reason, it shall appear to the board of education 
necessary and proper to discontinue such school, in any of the wards of this 
city, the said board shall give notice to the trustees of said school of its in- ^ 
tention to consider the propriety of ^uch discontinuance ; and in thirty days ' 
after such notice, may proceed to investigate the matter, and if a majority of 
the school officers of the ward shall consent to the same, and if the said board 
shall determine by a vote of a majority of all the members thereof, that it 
is proper to close the same, it shall be me duty of said board to withhold aU 
moneys which may have been apportioned or appropriated for the support > 
of said school, and the said school ^all not th^eafter participate in any sub- 
sequent' apportionment of the school moneys. So soon as the same shidl . 
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take effect, the comptroller of the eitr shall b^ notified th»eof by tilw said 
bo^d, and th^ ^Id sichpoUhdaser aiid site may theretipOft.be used or disposed 
of; as a pajrt of the general propei-ty of the ciiy.- 

MlSC^LLANEOirS PROVISIONS. 

§ 28. The common eoUndlof tbe eity of New York are hereby autbor- 
izid aod directed to raise by loan, in anticLpatioQ of the taxes, i^hen necessa- 
ry, all mo&ey 9 required for erecting, puHchaaiBg or leasioi^ scbool^honses, and 
pi>dcuring sites therefor, aad tbe fitting up and furnishing thereof, and for al- 
terations in or additions to the present sohbol-buildings, or required for any 
ot^t of the purposes authorized by this ^t 

§ 29. All e3q>en8es incurred for the siipport of common schools in the re- 
spiBcth'e wards, shall be certified by the trustees of common schools in such 
ward, or a majority of them, and delivered to the inspectors of said ward; 
and it shall be the duty of said inspectors to lezaminfe and andit the same, 
and upon said inspectors being satisfied of their correctness, to certi^ the 
same to the board of education. All bills audited aad paid shall be filed with 
the board of education. 

§ 80. No compensation shall be allowed to the commissioners, inspectors 
^ or trustees of common schools for any services performed by them, but the 
commissioners and inspectors shall receive their actual and reasonablie expen- 
ses while attendii^ to the duties of their office,#to be audited and allowed by 
the board of education. 

§ 81. Every school officer who shall refuse or neglect to render an ac- 
count, or to pay over any balance in his hands, at the expiration of his term 
of office, shall for each offence forfeit the sum of fifty dollaars, which sum, to- 
gether with said unpaid balance, shall be sued for and collected by the board 
of supervisors, who shall prosecute without delay for the recovery of such 
forfeiture, together with the unpiaid balance ; and in case of the death of such 
school officer, suit may be brought against his representatives, and all monies 
recovered, after deducting expenses, shall be placed at the disposal of the 
board of education. 

8 82. Every school officer or teacher of a school or society, who shall wil- 
fiiliy sign a fake report to the board of education, shall for each offence for- 
feit the sum of twenty-five dollars, and shall also be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

§ 38. The following shall be, substantially, the form of oath or affirma- 
tion to be made by the teacher : 

" A. B., of the city of New- York, teacher of 
No. department, being' duly sworn or affirmed, declares and 

says, that to the best of (his or her) knowleage and belief, the average nuni- 
ber of children, actual residents of the city and county of New York, at the 
time of attending said school, between the ages of four and twenty-one years, 
who attended said school or department, each school-time Or half day, from 
the day of to the first day of January, 

was . Said average having been obtained by 

adding, together the number of scholars present each school-time, or half day 
and dividing the total by four hundred and sixty, agreeably to the fifleentu 
section of this act.*' 

§ 84. In any suit which shall hereafter be commenced against the com- 
nfissioners or trustees of common schools, for any act performed by virtue of 
ox under color of theiif offices, or for anv refusal or omission to perform any 
' dutr enjoined by law, and which migfit have been the sulgect of an appeal 
to th^ superintendent, no costs shall be allowed to thepl&intiff in cases where 
the court shall certify it appeared, on thel trial of the cause, that the defend- 
aiit acted in good fadth. But this provision shall not extend to suits for pen- 
alties, nor to suits or proceedings to enforce the decisions of the superintend- 
ent of common schools. 



§ 86. All children betwees^tihe tif^ef knt iiad twenty-one, residing in 
the city and coimty, shall be entitled to attend any of the common schools 
therein ; and the parents, gniufdiiins or othft^ persons haying the custody or 
c&re of such children, Bi^ not be liable to any tax, assessment or im- 
position for the tuition of any children, other than is hereinbefore provi- 
ded. 

p 86. The &ee acadlmrf in' the city of New- York shall be entitled to par- 
ticipate in the distribution of the income of the literature and other funds, in 
the same maimer and upon the same conditions as the other academies of the 
state, and the regents of the university of the state of* New- York shall pay 
annually to the board of education of the city and county of New- York, the ! 
dier^butive share of th^ said funds to which the said free academy ^all by 
law be entitled,and which shall be applied and expended for library books for 
the said free academy. 

% 87. The clerk of the board of edi^ation is hereby authorized to admin 
ister oathB and take alHdavits in all matters f^pertaimng to the schools in . 
the city and county of New- York, and lor that purpose shall possess all the 
po^Tfers of a eommissionefr of deeds, but shall nbt be entitled to any of the 
fees or emoluments thereof. > 

^88. No school otiScer shall be interested in any contract, payments under 
'w^ch are to be made, in whole or in part, out of moneys derived from the 
school fund or raised by taxation for the support of common schools. No 
tetdier employed in any of the schools entitled to participate in the appor- 
tionment of the school moneys, shall hereafter be eligible to the office of com- 
missioner, inspector or trustee of cominon schools. 

§ 89. The common council shall provide and furnish suitable rooms, 
for the meetii^ of the board of education, and for the transaetion of its busi- 
ness. 

§ 40. The act entitled, " An act to extend to the city and county, of New 
York the provisions of the general act in relation to conmion 8ch.^ls," passed 
Apiril 11th, 1842, and an act amending the same, passed April 18th, 1843 ; 
and the act entitled, ** An act more e&ctually to provide for common^ school 
education in the city and county of New- York," passed May 7th, 1844, and 
the several ^ets amending the same, passed respectively on MAj 11th, 1847 ; 
Mareh 27d^ 1848 ; April 11th, 1849 ; and the act authorising the board of 
education of the city of New- York to establish evening schools for the edu- 
cation of apprentices, and others, passed March 25th, 1848; and an act au- 
thorizing the board 6f education of the city and county of New- York to es- 
tablKh a free academy in caid city, passed May 7th, 1847, and all other acts 
and parts of acts ipconsistent with or repugnant to the provisions of this act, 
are hereby repealed. 

OSWEGO. 

By chapter 116, laws of 1848, a city superintendent of common schools isr 
authbrizea to be elected, who " shall have all the powers and perform all the 
duties, and be subject to all the liabilities and obhgations of town superinten- 
dents of commoTi schools in any town of the coiuity of Oswego ; atfti be shall 
also commence \m term of office at the same time," and hold it for the same ' 
period as town superintendent." § 20. 

By § 10 of the same act, as amended by the first section of chap. 182, 
laws of 1849, it is pronded that /'in ca<;e a vaciaricv, from any cause, shall 
happen in the office of superintendent of common schools, the common coun* 
di may appoint, by ballot, a qualified per?on to fill such vacancy." 






POUOHKEEPSIE. 

[Zom 0/1848. C%>.S11.] 

I 

AN ACT io establish Free Schools in the milage of PoughheepHe. 

Passed April 18, 1848, by a two-third vote. 

The People of the State of New-Yorky repreeented in Senate and Assemblyf 
do enact ae follotos : 

§ 1. IShe village of PoughkeepBie shall form a permaneDt school distrioty 
not aulnect to alteration by the commissioners, of common schools for the town 
in which the said village is situated. 

§ 2. There shall be elected in said district the first year, twelve commis- 
sioners of common schools, as soon after the passage or this act as the trus- 
tees of the village of Poughkeepsie can order an election, for the choice of 
said commissioners, after giving one week's notice in all the papers of the 
village, of the time and place of holding said election ; the twelve commis- 
sioners then elected shalf^ constitute, ana are herebjr denominated, the Board 
of Education for the village of Poughkeepsie. Four of the said board shall 
go out of office at the expu>ation of the nrst year, four at the expiration of 
the second year, four at tne expiration of the third year — ^four {persons beiiS^ 
annually elected to supply their place8,who shall hold their office in said board 
for three years. The annual election shall be held on the fimt Tuesday in 
June of each year. 

§ 8. The trustees of the village of Pouj^hkeepsie shall appoint inspectors 
of the said electV>ns, and of all other elections to be held under this act, with- 
in thirty days next preceding the time of holding the same ; and notice there- 
of shall be g^en in the same manner, and the same shall be held and con- 
ducted, the votes shall be canvassed, and the result of the election determined 
in the same manner as in the case of the annual election of other officers of 
the 6aid village. 

§ 4. In case of vacancy in the office of any such commissioners, or in 
case no personi shall be elected thereto, by reason of two or more "persons 
havii&ff an equal number of votes, the trustees shall appoint an inhabitant of 
the village to fill the same, and the person appointed shall hold his office un- 
til the next election of commissioners of common schools. 

§ 5. Immediately after the election of the said board of education, they 
shall proceed, under the provisions of this'law, to build and furnish one good 
and substantial school-house, containing two rooms, of sufficient capacity to 
accommodate not less than one hundred and twenty-five pupils each, and to 
rent five other rooms for primary schools ; taid primary schools to be opened 
for the reception of pupils by the first of May next ensuing, or as soon there-* 
after as practicable, and the other schools on or before the first of November 
next ensuing. Whenever the board may deem necessary, they shall have 
authority to establish other primary schools ; and for the purpose of defraying 
the expenses of the ^"^ primilry schools, and the schools to be kept in the 
building provided for in this section, for the first year after the passage of 
this act, the trustees of the ^corporation of the village of Poughkeepsie sh^ 
levy and raise the sum of fifteen hundred dollars. 

§6. The trustees of the village of Poughkeepsie are hereby authorized 
aaa-required to borrow on the bond of the corpOTation, at a rate of interest 
not exceeding seven per cent, per annum, for such a term of years as they 
may deem proper, the sum of thre^ thousand dollars, for the purchase of a 
site and erection of a school-house, as is provided for in the preceding sec- 
tion ; tbe money loaned to be payable- in equal annual instalments of fen 
hundred dollars per annum, after the expiration of the term of years for which 
it may be borrowed: 
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§ 7. It shall be the duty of the board of education to make to the true- 
tees of the village of Fooghkeepsie, who shall cause it to be nublished ix^ ait 
least two papers of the said Tillage) au annual report, aH or before the first 
Tuesday in February of each year» setting forth the number and condition of 
each school under their charge, and a det^ of oil the expenses during the past 
year, and all other particulars relaling to the schools. 

§ 8. In their annual report, the said board of education shall fix and de- 
termine, and certify the amount of money which, when added to the mon^ 
anpually apportioned to the said corpcaration, out of the funds belonging to 
the state, shall be necessary to support all the schools under their superin* 
tendence. The said amount shall m no case exceed four times the apiount 
which shall have be^i apportiened out of the funds belonging to the state as 
aforesaid, for the year next preceding. 

§ 9. On the day of the annual charter election of said village, the trus- 
tees shall state to the citizens the amount recomm^ided by the board of ed- 
ucation to be raised for the support of schools for the ensuing year, and the 
electors may Yote the sum reported by said board, or any other *amoimt they 
shall deem proper, not inconsistent with the preceding section. 

§ 10. The trustees of said village shall annually levy and raise the amount 
of money so voted, at the some time and in the same manner as the other 
general taxes of the said village are levied and raised ; and a separate col- 
umn shall be provided in the general assessment rolls of the said village, in 
which shall be inserted by the village trustees the amount of tax assessed for 
the support of common schoola 

§ 11. All moneys levied and raised for the support of common schools, 
together with the public moneys received from the state,Pshall be paid to the 
treasurer of the village of Poughkeepsie, and shall be kept by him in the 
same manner as other moneys of said village are kept, ana shall be paid out 
by said treasurer from time to time, upon the resolution of the board of ed- 
ucation, didy certified by the derk thereof, and not otherwise. 

§ 12. whenever the said board of ^ducaticm shall deem an additional 
sdiool-house necessary, they shall mention the some in their annual report, to- 
gether with the location they propose for it, the cost of a lot for the building, 
a plan of the building and an estimate of the cost of it And the electors of 
the village, at the annual election on the first Tuesday of June for four mem- 
bers of the board of education, as is hereinbefore provided for, shall vote by 
ballot for or against the erection of said school-house, under such regulations 
for conducting the election as the trustees of the village shall prescribe ; and 
it shall not be lawful to erect said school-house until a majority of electors 
voting at such election shall decide in favor of it ; and the cost of building 
and furnishing of said school-house shall in no case exceed the sum of three 
thousand dollars. 

1 18. Whenever the electors shall decide in favor of the erection of an ad- 
ditional school-house, it shall be the duty of the trustees of the village of 
Poughkeepsie to borrow on the bond of the village, at a ratf) of interest not 
exceeding seven per cent, per annum, the sum of three thousand dollars, for 
the erection of said school-house ; but no part of said loan shall be payable 
in a less term than twelve years and then to be payable in equal annual instal- 
ments of five hundred dollsrs each. And all the loans authorized by this act, 
,for the purchase of sites and erection of school-houses,, shall not exceed the 
sum of twelve thousand dollars. 

§ 14. The trustees of said village ai'e h*ereby authorized tp raise by tax 
upon the real and personal property of said village, in the some manner as 
the general taxes ov said village are levied and collected, the annual interest 
of the above mentioned loan or loans, and to j^ay over the same in discharge , 
of such interest ; and also in each year in which an instalment of the abov^ , 
loan Orleans slujl become due, to raise, levy and collect, in the same man- . 
ner, a sum equal to that instalment, and to pay over the sam^ in discharge, 
tl^reof. ' i , , 
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§ilfi. The sold board o£> edseafcion, ia adifitiqn to the ttoAetts-^d. duties 
pnaccibed hy (dds aot^ shall perfboa all tha diituis, and snail faav^-e and posr 
sess all tihe ri^s, p6mrer» and authodty of oommissiooera o€cobuiio|i wmooU 
in theiseTand towna of this titate, :yduch shall not ooniictgwiih ths pron- 
8ioii».oC this hnr. 

§ 16. The said board of education shall have power to eaitaUiah Jiad 
cauae to be. kepi, a sohool or sdioola in. said village for the instvootioii of col- 
ored children. 

§ 17. y The said boaid of education, in addition to p^orming aU, the dor 
tiea of commissionerB of obmmon sehoola, shall require three of their number 
to Tiait each school once a wwky and remder such assistance to the teacher 
and adrice to the pupils as may be expedient 

§ 18. The said board of education shall make by-laws to regulate their 
proceedings, and shall have the entire control and management of all the 
common schools of the village, and the property ooonected ^therewith. 

§ 19. The said board of education snail annually report to the commis- 
sioners of the town of Poughkeepie, the number of children over the ages 
of five and under sixteen years, m said district. 

^ § 20. The commisdone/s of commcHi schools of the town of Poughkeep- 
sie shall pay over to the treasurer of said village the amount of the pubhc 
money tnat said village is entitled to receive from the State. 

§ 21. The said board of education shall have control of the district h- 
brarj^, shall employ a librarian, and shall, from time to time, make such reg- 
ulations respecting it as they shall deem necessary. 

§ 22. The services of the board of education, designated by this 'act, 
shall be gratuitous, and any pei-son elected a member of said board who shall 
refuae to serve, shall be liable to a penidty of twenty-five dollars, to be sued 
for and recovered by the trustees of the village, and the money to be applied 
to the purposes of education. 

§ 28. The present Lancaster school may, with the consent ef the trustees 
thereof and not otherwise, constitute one of the common schools in said 
viUage^ and shall be conducted and supported as other schools under this 
act. 

§ 24. All previous acts relating to common schools in the vUlage of 
Poo^ikeepsie, cenflioting with this act, shall be, and. are, hereby repeal- 
ed. 

§ 25. This act shall not take effect unless approved by a majority of the 
le^ voters of the village of Poughkeepsie, at a special election to be called 
for that purpose by the trustees of the village, within thirty days after the 
passage of this act, public notice of which shall be given in all the village 
papers, and by hand-bills, for at least one week before holding the election. 
The electors shall vote by ballot, the ballots having written or printed upon 
them the words " for free schools," or " against free schools ;', and the elec- 
tion shall be conducted as the trustees of said village may prescribe, and 
they shall citify the result thereof; and if a majority of the said ballots 
shall be " for free schools," then this act shall take meet immediately. 

ROCHESTER. 

[Cfhap. 262, laws of 1860, as amended by efuip. 889, laws of IS61.'] 

By § 9 of Title II, two Oommissioners of Common Schools are required to 
be annually elected in each ward, on the first Tuesday in March 

"^j^r the election of commissioners of common schools the electors of each 
ward shidl deposit then: ballots, containing the name of one person designated 
for ^e o£Sce ; the two persons having the highest number of votes shall b& 
d^t^ed to be electea; no ballot which contains more than one name 
■haUbe counted^' § 1'7. ^ § 9<i- in case a vacancy shall occur in the ofloe, 
*'the Common Council may, m their discretion, fill such vacancy, by the ap- 



pomkMnt Df a smtable ceiwm who is an eloetbr, nd if appfiihiedlMra Wtad 
ordistrictj ivbo ka reriaiUktK>fi^6 ward or district for wnieli he flball be^ap- 
pointed ; and tsay officer appointed to fill a 'srveanoy, if ^e ^effloe ieeleotlve, 
flhall hcAd by Tiitne of sacfa a(^fxnBtmetit,<nily until the fint Monday of April 
next eneoecMGun^ 11 an. elective officer whose office shall hare beeome vMant) 
was one of a cUsa, a successor for the imex|:^ed term shall be elected at the 
next 4ninaal election.'' 

By § 32 eyeiy persm so elected or appointed to the office of conmussion- 
er, shall, before he enters on the duties of nis office, and witlun- five -^ys ai^er 
being' notified of sneh election or appointment, take the oath of office preseri- 
bed oy ihe constitution of the State, before some officer authorized to take 
affidavits to be read in courts of justice, and file the eame with the clerk of 
the city ; and by § 84 his neglect to do so, or if required by the common 
council, to execute an official bond or undertaking, the neglect to execute and 
fiie the same in manner and within the time prescribed by the common coun- 
cil, shall be deemed a refusal to serve. 

TITLE VI— ^SCHOOLS AiND BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

§ 161. The several wards of the city of Rochester shall constitute cue 
school district', for all purposes except as herein otherwise provided, and the 
schools therein shall be free to all children between the ages of live and six- 
teen [twenty^one] residing in such wards. 

g 162, The titles of the school houses, sites, lots, furnitiue, books, appara- 
tus and appurtenances, and all other school property in this act mentioned, 
shall, within three months from the passage of this act, be transferred and 
conveyed by the trustees of the several school districtij in the said city, to 
the said citv of Rochester. 

§ 163. fhe several school districts now in the city of Rochester shall, with- 
in three months from the passage of this act, deliver over to and place in the 
care of the board of education hereinafter mentioned, all school district re- 
cords, accoimt books, vouchers, contracts, papers and other school property; 
and the said school officers of the paid city and the several school districts 
thereof shall continue in office until the unfiniahed business of said districts 
shall have been finally closed up and settled, not exceeding three months after 
the passage of this act, with all the power and duties now by law imposed up- 
on tnem for the purpose of closing such unfinished business. 

§ 164. The common council of said city may, upon the recommendation of 
the board of education hereinafter mentioned, sell any of the school houses, 
lots or sites, or any other school property now or hereafter belonging to Sf^id 
city, upon such terms as the said common council may deem reasonable. The 
proceeds of all such sales shall be paid to the city treasurer of the city, iand 
>haU be by the said common council again expended in the purchase, repairs 
or improvements of other school houses, lots, sites or school furniture, appara- 
tus or appurtenances. 

§ 165. The commissioners of common schools in said city shall constitute 
a board to be styled the " Board of Education of the city of Rochester,'* which 
shall be a corporate body in relation to all the powers and duties conferred 
upon them by virtue of this act ; they shall meet on the first Monday of each 
and every month, and as much oftener as they shall from time to time a][^int ; 
aTnajority of the said board shall constitute a quonun for the transaction of 
bu^ess. The said board shall appoint one of their number president, who 
shjdl, when present, preside at all the meetings of said board, and shall have 
power to call special meetings of the board, in the manner described by this 
act for the calling of special meetings of the common counciL In the absence 
of the president, the board shall appoint some other member to preside at 
such meetings and perform the duties of the president. No member of 
said board of education shall, during the period for which he was elected, be 
appointed to, or be competent to hold any office of which the emoluments are 
paid from the city treasury,' or paid by fees directed to be paid by any act or 
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xwdinanee of tbe board of education, or bo directly or indireedj interaate^ in 
any contraot, as principal, aurety, or otherwise, tiie expenaes or comideratiOQ 
whereof are to be paia undir any ordinance of the board of education. 

§ 166. The said commissiimera shall annuidlj appoint a city superintend- 
ent of common schools, who shall hold his office during t)ie pleasure of the 
board, and whose oomjMiiBation shall be fixed by the said board ; the said su- 
perintendent shall officiate as derk of the board, and shall keep a record of 
the proceedi^ of the board, and perform such other duties as the board may 
prescribe. T£e said record or a transcript thereof, certified by the preeident 
and derk, •shall be received in all courts as prima facie evidence of facts there- 
in set forth ; and 8uchreo(»xi8 and all the books, accounts, Touchers and papers 
of said board shall at all times be subject to the inspection of the common 
council and of any committee thereof. 

§ 167. The common council of said city shall have the power, and it shall 
be their duty to raise from time to time, by tax to be levied equally i^poo all 
the real and personal estate in said dty which shall be liable to taxation for 
the ordinary dty taxes or for city or county charges, such 'sum or sums of mon- 
ey as may be necessary er proper for any or all the following purposes : 

1. To purchase, lease or improve sites for school houses. 

2. To buUdj purcha8ey lease, enlarge, improve, alter and repair sdiool hous- 
es and their out-nouses and appurtenances. 

8. To purchase, improve, exchange and repair school apparatus, books, fur- 
niture ana append^es, 

4. To procure niel and defray the contingent expenses of the conuncxi 
schools. 

6. To pay the wages of teachers due after the application of the public 
moneys .which may by law be appropriated and provided for that purpose : 
provided, nevertheless, that the tax to oe levied as aforesaid and collected by 
virtue of this act, shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner 
as other dty taxes. 

6. And the amount to be raised for teachers' wages and contingent expen- 
ses, in any one year, shall not be less than four nor more than five times the 
amount appropriated to said city from the common school fund of the State 
during the previous year. Nor shall the amount to be raised in any one year, 
to lease, alter, improve and repair school houses and their out-houses ana ap- 
purtenances, exceed three thousand dollai's. Nor shall the amount to be raised 
m any one year to piu'chase and improve sites, and build or enlarge school 
houses, exceed three thousand five nundred dollars each ; and the common 
council of said city are authorized and directed, when necessary, to raise by 
loan,, in anticipation of the taxes, the moneys so to be raised, collected and 
levied as aforesaid 

§ 168. All moneys to be raised pursuant to the provisions of this act, and 
all school moneys by law appropriated to, or provided for said city, shall be 
paid to the city treasurer thereof, who, together with their sureties upon his 
official bond, shall be accountable therefor in the same manner as for other 
moneys of said city. The said city treasurer shall be liable to the same penal- 
,..ties for auy official misconduct in relation to the said moneys, as for any simi- 
lar misconduct in relation to other moneys of said city. t 

§ 169. The said " board " shall have power, and it shall be their duty, 

1. To establish and organize in the several wards of said city such a^ so 
many schools (includins^ the common schools now existing therein) as they 
shall deem requisite and expedient, and to alter and discontinue the same. 

2. To hire school houses and rooms and improve them as they may deem 
proper. 

8. To alter, enlarge, and improvejand repair school houses and appurtenan* 
xes as they may deem advisable. 

• 4. To purcnase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, fniniture 
and appendages, and to defray their contingent expenses. 

5. To have the custody and safe keepin^^ of the school houses, out-houses, 
fences, books, furniture and appendages, and to see that the ordinances of the 
common counncil in relation thereto be obeerved. 
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6. To eontract inth, license and employ all teadiers in said Schools and at 
their pleasure to remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the moneys appropriated 
and provided by law for the support of schools in said city, so far as the 
same shall be sufficient^ and the residue thereof from the money authori- 
sed to be raised for that purpose by section 161 of this act, by tax upon said 
city. 

8. To defray the necessary pontingent expenses of the board including an 
annual salary to the superintendent. 

9. To have in all respects the superintendence, supervision and maqage- 
ment of the conunon schools in said city, and from time to time to adopt, alter, 
modify and repeal, as they may deem expedient, rules and regulatiAs for their 
organization, government, visitation and mstruction, for the reception of pupils 
and their transfer from one school to another, and generally for the promotion 
of their good order, prosperity, and public utility. 

10. Whenever, in the opinion of the board it may be advisable to sell any 
of the school houses, lots, or sites, or any of the school property now or here- 
after belonging to the city, to report the same to the common council. 

11. To prepare and report to th^ common council such ordinances and re- 
gulations as may be necessary or proper for the protection, safe keeping, care 
and preservation of school houses, lots, and sites and appurtenances, and all 
the property belonging to the city connected with, or app'ertaining to the 
schools, and to suggest proper penalties for the violation of such ordinances 
and regulations ; and annually on or before the first day of September on each 
year to determine and certify to said common council, the sums in their opin- 
ion necessary or proper to be raised under the 167th section of this act, speci- 
fying the sums required (for the year commencing on the first Monday of April 
thereafter) for each of the purposes therein mentioned and the reasons there- 
for. 

12. Between the first day of January and the fifteenth day of January in 
each year, to make and transmit to the county clerk or such other officer as 
may be designated by law, a report in writing, bearing date the first day of 
JanuaiT in the year of its transmission, and stating : 

1. The numoer of school houses in said city, and an account and descrip- 
tion of all of the common schools kept in said city during the proceeding year, 
and the time they have severally been taught. 

2. The number of children taught in said schools respectivelv, and the 
number of children over the age of five [four] years, and under %e age of 
8ixteenr21] years residing in said city on the last day of December previous. 

3. The whole amount of school moneys received by the city treasurer of 
said city during the year preceding, distiinguishing the amount received from 
the county treasurer from the city tax, and from any other source. 

4. The manner in which such moneys liad been expended, and whether any * 
and* what part remains unexpended and for what cause. 

5. The amount of money received for tuition fees from foreign pupils du- 
ring the year, and the amount paid for teachers' wages in addition to the pub- 
lic moneys, with such other information relating to the common schools of said 
city, as may from time to time be required by the state superintendent of com- 
mon schools. 

§ 170. The said boafd of education shall have power to allow the children 
of persons not resident within the city to attend any of the schools of said 
city under the care and control of said board, upon such terms as said board 
shall by resolution prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid therefor. 

§ 171. It shall be the duty of said board m all their expenditures and eon- 
tracts to have reference to the amount of moneys which shall be subject to 
their order during the then current year, for the particular expenditure in ques- 
tion, and not to exceed that amount, and they shall apply the moneys levied, 
raised and received by them for the support of common schools in said city, in' 
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fiuch a majoaer as c^l s^ciire equal educatiozial advaoj^es to i^ the child- 
ren of said city over five andunder sixteen [31] years ofa^ejby continuing. Uie 
schools in eaidi district an equal period as near as may be. 

§ 172. The said board of commissioners shall be trustees of the sphoel li- 
brary or libraries in said city» and all the provisions of the law which now are 
or hereafter may be passed relative to district school libraries shall apply to 
the said commissioners. They shall also be vested with the same discretion 
as to the disposition of the moneys appropriated by any laws of this State 
for the purchase of libraiies which is tnereln confefred upon the inhabitants 
of school districts. It shall be their duty to provide for the safe keeping of 
the libraries. The city superintendent shall be the general librarian. The 
bowd slull also appoint a Ubrarian for each school, to have the care of the books 
and to superintend the letting out and return thereof. The several school 
librarians shall from time to time inform the general librarian of the state and 
condition of their libraries, and the said board or the general librarian under 
the direction or by resolution of the said board, may make all purchases of 
books for the libraries, and provide for their equitalple distribution among the 
schools, and exchange or cause to be repaired, the damaged books belonging 
thereto, and also to sell any books which may be deemed useless, -and apply 
the proceeds to the purchase of other books for said libraries. 

§ 173. It shall be the duty of the said board, at l^st twenty days be- 
fore the annual election for commissioners in each year, to prepare and 
report to the common council true and correct statements of the receipts 
and disbursements of money under and in pursuance of the provisions of this 
act, during the preceding year, in which account shall be stated under appro- 
priate heads, 

1. The moneys raised by the common council under the 167th section of 
this act : 

2. The school money* received by the city treasurer of tbe city : 

3. The moneys received by the common council mider the 167th section 
of this act,: 

4. All other moneys received by the city treasurer subject to the order of 
the board specifying the same and sources : 

5. The manner in which such sums of money shall^have l^en expended, speci- 
fying the amount j^id under each head of expenditure. And the common 
council shall, ten days before such election, cause the same to be pubUshed in 
at least two of the newspapers published in said city. 

§ 174., The common council of the said city shall have the power to pass 
such ordinances and regulations as the said board of education may report 
as necessary and proper for the protection, safe keeping, care and preserva- 
tion of the school houses, lots, sites, appurtenances and appendages, libraries, 
and all necessary property belonging to or connected with the schools in said 
city, and to impose proper peniUi^ies for the violation thereof, subject to the 
restrictions and hmitations contained in this act ; aod all such penalties shall 
bexollected-in the same manner that the penalties for the violation of the city 
orainances are by law collected, and when collected shall be paid to the city 
treasurer of the city, and be subject to the order of the board of education in 
the same manner as other moneys raised pursuant to this act. 

§ 175 It shall be the duty of the common couocil, within fifteen days af- 
ter receiving the certificate of the commissioners required by the 169th section 
of this act, of the sums necessary or proper to be raised under the 167th sec- 
tion of this act, to determine and certify to said board of education the amount 
that will be raised by them for the year commencing on the first Monday of 
April thereafter, for the purposes mentioned in said 167th section, distinguish- 
ing between the amount to be raised for teachers' wages and contingent expen- 
ses, and the amount to be raised for the repair of school houses, wh£ch amounts 
shsJl be subject to the disposal of the board of education. 

§ 176. All the moneys required to be raised by virtiie of this act or re- 
ceived by the said city for or on account of the common schools, shall b^ d^ 



poftitod for the safe keemag thereof with the city treaemr of tald jcity. to 4he 
-credit of said board of educatioD, and shall be drawa out in pursuaoce of a ret 
solutioa or reaolutions of said board by drafts drawn, by the president axMl 
Qountereigned by the clerk of said board, payable to the order of the •perao^ 
' or persons entitled to receive suoh moneys, and said city Measurer shall keejp 
the f unda authorized by this title to be I'eoeived by hixn separate and distinct 
from any other fund which he is or may by law he autjiionzed torecoiye. 
. § 177. The real and personal estate in each of the school districts, num* 
hers fourteen and sixteen, as at present existing shall be assessed toward de- 
fraying the expense of building a school hou^e in each of said districts re- 
spectively as follows : Number fourteen, a sum not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, and number sixteen a sum not exceeding one thousand dollai's, and 
the balance, which may be found necessary to complete the school houses i» 
said districts fom'teen and sixteen, respectively, shall be paid out of moneys 
authorized to be raised by section 167 of this act, to build and enlai'ge school 
houses. 

§ 178. The said board of education shall- have power to establish and 
cause to be kept, such number of schools in said city for the instruction of 
colored children, as they shall deem expedient 

§ 179. The said board of education shall possess all the power and be 
sul^ect to all the duties and responsibilities of trustees of common schools ia 
the towns, in respect to the school mentioned in the last preceding section, se 
far as the same are applicable ; and shall pay the compensation of the teachera 
of the said schools, and all the other expei^sea .thereof out of the moneys rais- 
ed by tax under this act^ for the support of common schools ; and until suck 
schools for the instruction of colored children shall be so provided, it shaUnot 
be law&il to impose aoiy tax upon the property of any colored person in said 
city, for* the support of oonunon schoois. 

§ 180. Whenever the said board of education shall Utermine to establish 
any schools for the instruction of colored children, they shall divide the said 
city into convenient districts for the acconunodation of such children^ and 
enter the boundaries thereof on their records ; they shall make an estimate of 
the expense of erecting a suitable school house in each of said districts, and 
determine the sites thereof respectively, and report all ^eir doings uader this 
section, to the common council. 

§ 181. The common council shall have power to raise by general tax, in 
the manner hereinbefore provided, and on a separate warrant, such sum as 
shall beioecessary to build a school house in each of the said districts, or in as 
many of them as they may deem expedient^ not exceeding in the aggregate 
the Sinn of five thousand dollars, or the said conunon councU may refuse t« 
raise such tax. 

§ 182. In case the common council shal^ refuse to raise such tax, the said 
board of education shall have power to provide, and lease suitable rooms or 
buildings for the accommodation of such schools, or either of them ; but the 
annual expenditure for this purpose shall not exceed the sum of five hundred 
dollars. 

§ 188. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the Rochester Collegiate In- 
stitute to make the reports and returns which by law they axe required t# 
make, as trustees of a school district, to Hie said board of eaucation. 



SALEM, 

[Latos of 1851. Chap. 206.] • . 

§ 8^. The board of trustees [of the village of Salem] aforesaid, sWl, with* 

in twenty days after the passage of this act^ appoint six comm'ssioners of 

schools. The persons so appointed, shall, within nve days after their appoint- 

inent, take the oath of office presa-ibed by the constitution of this state fox 

«tate officers, and'file the same with the clerk. 

23 
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' § 89. Hie boflord of tniBtees shall divide the Baid^fcommissfoners into three 
glasses, to be denominated first, second and third, and ehall designate to which 
elaas each person bo appointed shall belong. The term of office of the first 
tiass shall expire on the last Monday in Apiil next thereafter ; of the second 
hi one year ; and the third, two years fi-om the said last Monday in April. 

§ 90. There shall be elected at the next annual election thereafter, two 
oommissibners of schools, and each year thereafter the like number, to supply 
the places of those whose term is about to expire : such person so appointed 
or elected as aforesaid, shall hold their offices till successors shall do duly 
elected and qualified, and the term of office shall be two years, except when 
elected or appointed to fill a vacancy. 

§ 91. The board of triistees may make appointments to fill vacancies, 
which may occur from any cause other than the expiration of the term of office 
«f those elected. The commissioners so appointed shall hold their offices for 
the unexpired term of those, to supply whose places they are appointed. 

§ 92. The president of the board, of trustees, together with tne said com- 
missioners, shall constitute a board to be styled " The Board of Education of 
the village of Salem," and shall be a corporate body in relation to all the 

Sowers and duties conferred'or imposed by law. In the absence of said pres>' 
ent, such board may appoint one of their number to preside. A majority of 
such baard shall be a quorum. No member of such board shall receive any 
compensation for his services. The clerk of said village shall be clerk of said 
board. 

§ 98. The clerk of said board of education shall keep a record of the pro- 
ceedings thereof, and perform such other duties as the board may prescribe ; 
such record or a transcript thereof, certified by such clerk under the seal of the 
said board, shall be presumptive evidence of the facts therein set foi*th ; and 
such record, and all Jme books, . accounts and proceedings of said board, shall 
be subject to the inspection of said board of trustees, and of any committee 
thereof. Such clerk shall also perform all the duties, and shall be vested with 
all the powers conferred or imposed by law on clerks of school districts in 
towns, so far as such laws may be applicable and can be applied to such vil- 
lage, and are not inconsistent with this act. He may appoint a deputy, who 
shall be vested with the same powers. 

§ 94. The board of trustees aforesaid shall have power, and it shall be 
tfcerr duty, to raise from time to time by tax upon the taxable property and 
persons in such village, which shall be liable to taxation for county purposes, 
m addition to the amount now or hereafter to be provided bylaw fortommon 
schools in said village, such sums as may be determined and certified by said 
board of education to be necessary for any or all of the following pui'poses : 

1. To purchase, lease, or improve sites for school houses and appurtenan- 
oes. 

2. To build, purchase, lease, enlarge, alter, improve and repair school 
houses, and their out houses, and appurtenances, 

0. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, books, 
maps and charts, furniture and appendages ; provided, however, that class or 
text books shall not be furnishea for any scholars whose parent or guardian 
&hall be able to furnish the same. 

4. To procure fuel and defray the contingent expenses of schools and of 
the school library. 

5. To pay teachers* wages. 

6. To pay charges or expenses 'incurred by law or necessary to carry 
this act into efiect, or to refund loans contracted by law, and to pay the inter- 
est thereon, or to pay such sums as shall be required to fulfil any contract du- 
ly made' under the piovisions of this act 

* § 95. The boai'd of trustees shall cause the amount of such sdiool tax te 
be added in a separate column,' to the assessment roll fot ordinary taxes in 
•aid village ', and they shall cause the same to be assessed, levied and collect- 
ed at the same time and by the same warrant, and in the same manner with 
the taxes raised for village purposes as ^foresaid. 
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g 96. All moneys nused for Rofaool purpose in aaid village aad all beloogine 
thereto, pajable from other sourcets ftbaU be paid to the treasurer of eaid vii- 
lage, who together with tlie sureties on hU official bond, shall be accountable 
therefor, in the saine manner as fur other moneys of the said village. The 
treHHurer shall also be liable to the same penalties for any official misconduoi 
in relation to such moneys, as for any similar misconduct in relation to other 
mpneys of said village, 

§ 97. The treasurer fihall ^eep a separate account of all moneys in his 
hands or Veceived for school purposes, to be called the " school fund.*' Ne 
payment shall be msde out of that fund, except upon orders duly drawn in puv- 
suance of a resolution of said boitrd of education, and certified by the clerk, and 
countersigned by the president o£ ^i<l board. The treasurer shall in his an- 
nual report, state fully the account of all receipts and disbursements from thst 
fund during the year, and the balance, if any, in. his hands. His account m 
to the school fund shall foe examined by the board of education, annuallj, 
who shall report thereon to the trustees. 

§ 98. The said board of education shall have power, and it shall be their 
duty: 

1. To establish and organize such and so many schools in said village, in- 
cluding the common schools therein, a^ they shall deem requisite and expedi- 
ent, and to alter and discontinue or change and consolidate the same. 

2. To purchase or hire school houses and rooms and lots or sites for school 
hoases, and to fence, improve send repair them as they shall judge expedient. 

8. Upon such sites or lots, or upon any lots owned by said village, to build, 
enlarge, alter, improve and repair school houses, out houses and appurtenan- 
ces, as they may deem advisable. , 

4. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, books 
for indigent pupils and for the school library, to provide*fuel and hghta, fur- 
niture and appendages for the schools, and defray their contingent expenses 
and the expenses of library. 

5. To have the custody and safe-kee\>ing of the school-houses and all the- 
school property aforesaid, and to see that the ordinances of the board o 
trustees in regard thereto be observed, and to report to them any violotioa 
thereof. 

6. To contract with, examine, license and employ all teachers in the echoole 
either high or common, and in all branches or departments thereof, and at 
their pleasure to remove them. . 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the school moneys which 
shall be appropriated and provided by the said village, so far as the same 
shall be sufficient, and the res^idue thereof from the money authorized to be 
raised by this act by tax as aforesaid. 

8. To defray the necessary contingent expenses of the hoard of educa- 
tion, provided that the account of such expenses shall be first audited and 
allowed by the board of trustees. 

9. To have, in all respects, tlie superintendenC/e, supervision and manage- 
ment of tlie schools aforesaid, to adopt, alter, modify and repeal, as they maj 
deem expedient, rules and regulations for their organization, government and 
instruction, for the reception of pupils and their transfer from one school to an- 
other, and generally for their good order, prosperity aud public utility. 

lO: Whenever, in the opinion of the board of educat^^on, it may be advi- 
sable to sell any of the school-houses, lots or sites, to repot t the same to the 
board of trustees. 

.11. To prepare and report to the board of trustees suoh'ordinaaces and 
regulations as may be neeeasary and proper for the protection, safe-keeping; 
eare and preservation of property held for school porpoees, and to suggest 
proper penalties for the violation thereof; and ibnually to determine and 
certify to said board the sums, in theur opinion; necessary to be raised for the 
Mveral school pvurpoaes speeified ia this aet. 



Is. To praride foiktlie paymmt to any adjoiniiig ueliool district, or any 
peraoB or penons entitled thereto, of any sum on aocount of such person, or 
or any past of said district being or having been included or connected with 
territory not now included in Said village. 

' 18. Between the first day of July and the first day of August in each 
year, to madce and file with the county clerk and with the derk of said vil- 
lage, a report in writing, bearing date the first day of July in such year, and 
stating: 

1. An account and description of all the schools kept in said village 
during the preceding year, and the time they have severally been 
taught. 

2 llie number of children taught in said school respectively, and designat- 
ing the number ove r five and under sixteen years of age, residing in said 
Yiflage on the first day of January in said year. 

8. The whole Amount of school moneys received by the treasurer of 
said village during the year preceding, designating the amount received from 
the county treasurer, from the village collector and from other sources, sped- 
fying the same. 

4. The manner in which such moneys have been expended and whether 
any part remained unexpended with the amount and cause thereof. 

5. The amount of moneys received for tuition fees from foreign pupils or 
others during the year ; the amount paid for teachers' wages in the aggre- 
gate, and the amount over and above the ])ubUc moneys, together with such 
other facts as relate to common schools as is required by law to be reported 
by town superintendents, or as said board of trustees shall deem neceeh ' 
sary. 

14. To establish,^ organise and maintain in said village, whenever in their 
opinion it shall be necessary a union or consolidated school, composed of 
primary and secondary schools and a high school, on such plan and under 
such discipline and management as they shall deem advisable ; and in such 
case to prescribe the course of studies therein, and so arrange and regulate 
the system of instruction in each of said schools, that the transfer of pupils 
feihall thereafter be from the primary, directly into the secondary and thence 
into the high school or otherwise as they shall deem advisable. And for the 
purposes aforesaid, said board shall be vested with all the powers and charg- 
ed with all the duties ^d liabilities above specified in regard to schools 
generally. 

'^ And Lid board may organize and maintain primary, secondary or high 
Sehools, or either of them in, or cause the same to be taught in connection 
with the Washington at^ademy on such terms and conditions, and for such 
time not exceding ten years, as shall be deemed expedient by and between 
said board of education and the trustees of such academy ; such 'management 
shall, if made, be by contract duly executed by said parties, but no such 
contract shall be made without the assent of the board of tinistees of said 
village ; and in such case said board of education are vested with power to 
make such rules and regulations aa they shall see fit as to the age or degree 
of scholarship required to enter said* several departments, the compensation 
and payment therefor and other terms thereof, and the time of continuance 
therein. 

§ 99. Such board of education shaQ have a standing committee, ponsisting 
of not less than three members, whose duty it shall be to visit said schools; 
and each department thereof, as oft^n as twicd every term, and to make re* 
]K>rt vk writmg to said board in regard thereto. 

§ 100. The said board of education may permit ehildren of persons liot 
resident within said villaRge, to attend said schools on sudh terms as th^y shall 
prescribe ; and sakl boani inay, in the name of sud village, sue for aikd re- 
ooter of the father or mother, roaster or mistress, <» ol^er person under w9id^^' 
charge such child or children may be^ all sdlch sums as vbaU be bo prfts^Hb^d' 
with costs of suit ^ . . 
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§ 101. The board of edttcation ehaU be truatees of the district libsuy or. 
libraries in said Tillage. All the provisions of low which new are on 
hereafter may be paased, relating to sehool district libraries, ehall apply to 
the said commissioners and board of education, so far as the same are appU- 
oableand can be applied, and are not inconsistent with this act, in the same, 
manner as if they were trustees of a school district composed of the said vil^ 
lage. They shall be vested with the discretion as to the disposition of libra* 
ry moneys, which is by law conferred upon the inhabitants or school distviets: 
and they may cons<^date the said libraries, or dispose of parts thereof, as. 
deemed best. It shall be their duty to provide a library room or roomie 
and the necessary furniture therefor, appoint a librarian, make all purchases* 
of Ixx^ exchange or cause to be repaired %U damaged books, and sell those: 
deemed useless or of an improper character, and apply the proceeds to the^ 
purchase of others. 

§ 102. No trustee of said village or member of said board of education 
shall be a contractor or be interested in any contract for building or making* 
any erections or repairs authorized by this act, or famishing materials there- 
for. All contracts, made in violation hereof shall be void, so far as any ben- 
efit may be realized therefrom by the offender, and such person shall forfeit' 
to said village fifty dollars, to be recovered by them before any court havmg 
cognizance of the same, with costs. ' 

§ 103. The board of trustees of said village may pass such ordinances 
and regulations as they may deem necessary, or as shall be reported by said 
board of educaition, for the protection, safe keeping, care and maintenance of 
the sehool-house or other prqperty connected with the schools or property 
held or occupied qr used for school purposes, and to impose penalties for the 
violation thereof, subject to the restrictions contained in wis act ; and all 
such penalties shall be collected in the same manner as other penalities im- 
posed by said boai'd, and when collected shall be paid to the treasurer, to the 
credit of the school fund, and be subject to the order of the board of educa- 
tion. « 

104. Whenever the said board of education shall report to the trustees 
that it is advisable to sell any of the school property as aforesaid, the said 
trustees shall sell the same as soon a^ may be, and upon such terms as said 
trustees shall deem best. The proceeds of all such sales shall be paid to the 
treasurer, to the credit of the school fund. 

§ 105. The title of the school house and other school property aforesaid, 
shall be vested in the trustees of the village of Salem ; and the same, while 
used or kept for use for school purposes, shall not be levied on or sold by vir- 
IVie of any process, or be subject to taxation for any purpose ; nor shafl the 
same be incumbered or m any way disposed of^ except* as authorized by thia 
act The said yillage, in it^ corporate capacity, may take, hold or disjpoee of 
apy real oi* personal ^tate, transferred to it by gift, grantor de^^sO) for the 
use or benent of said schools^ or any of them, und whether the same shall be 
transferred, given, granted or devised in terms to said village by its proper 
style, or by ^y other designatioD, or to aay other designation, or to any per- 
son or persons^ or body, gue otherwise, for the use or benefit of said schools ox 
either of th^a. 

§ 106. The town superintendent of commmon schools of the town of Sa- 
lem, in making the apportionment of sdbool or library moneys among the 
several districts in saia town, shall allot to said village such sum as shall ha 
its proportion of such moneys, considering such village as a regular school 
district of said town, and the report of the board of education as the report 
of its trustees. Sueh Buperintendcsnt sha^ allot to said villi%e, id the appor- 
tionment to be made on the ilrst Tuesday of April 1961, such sum ajBiiehool 
districts nun^er eleven and twelve in said town wotdd be entitled to, had 
tai^ village npt Imwb oonso&^ted into one district All sums allotted at 
aforesaid shall be paid by said superintend^al to the treasurer of said vil- 
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lagei to the credit of the school fund aforesaid, at the fame time and in fbe 
•Bine manner as to trustees of echool districts in said town. 

§ 107. ' Said board of education shall between the fir$«t and fifteenth of 
January in each year, make and transmit a report in writing to the town 
superintendent of common f^bools of the town of Salem, bearing date on 
&e first day of January in such year, and containing a statement of the name 
and age of each child residing in the said village, on the last day of Decem- 
ber previous to the date of said report, over the age of five, and under tliat 
of sixteen years .of age, except Indian children otherwise provided for by 
law; and the names^ the parents or other per^^ons with whom such diil* 
dren shall respectively reside, and th(4 number of children residing with each. 
Such report ^hall be Uie only repdkt required to be ^lade in order to entitle 
such allotment as required m the last section. Said schools in said village, 
and said board of education, shall not in any other respect be bound to report 
to said superintendent ; nor raiall such schools, or the teachers thereof, be in 
anywise under his control or supervision. 

^ 108. In case said board of education shall contract with the trustees of 
the Wai^hington academy as authorized in tliis net, they are further empow- 
ered to leaae from said U'UBtees the academy building and 'grounds adjacent, 
or contract for the joint or 'several occupation of the same, or so much there- 
of, or such privileges therein, or appertaining thereto, on such conditions, and 
for sucl\ time not exceeding two years, as they shall deem advisable. And 
they may pay in advance to stich trustees such gi-oss sum for the rent there- 
of, for such term as being calculated with a proper rebate f«r the advance 
payment shall be deemed by said board, no more than a fair equivalent for 
the use and occupation thereof for the purposes required unaer this act 
And such sum as shall be necessary for the purposes aforesaid, not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, may be loaned by the comptroller to said village out of 
any moneys belonging to the common school fund, on receiving from the board 
of trustees of said village, the bond of said village therefor, payable in five 
equal payments yi'ith annual interest. The moneys received thereon shallbe 
paid to the treasurer to the credit of the school fund, and shall be di'awn out 
in the same manner as other moneys in that fund ; provided, however, that 
QO such contract shall be made, nor any loan obtained by said board of educa- 
tion, without the previous assent of the board of trustees of said village. In 
case said loan shall be made, said trustees shall annually raise during each 
of said five years, by tax in the same manner, and at the same time as other 
village t^xes are raised, such sum as over and above the expenses of collec- 
tion, will pay the several instalments, so to grow due on eu<»i loan, with the 
interest. 

§ 109. Any contract, lease or agreement made or executed by said board 
of education, with the trustees of the Washington academy under the pro- 
visions of this act, may be vacated, modified or renewed by the parties afore- 
said, by And with the assent of tiie board of trustees of said village ; provi- 
ded no renewal thereof shall be made for a term exceeding ten years at any 
one time. '>' 

§ 110. All the property, real and personal, belonging to the districts, 
Binnber eleven and twelve, shall be and is hereby tran^erred to and vested 
in the trustees of the village of Salem for school purposes ; and they are 
authorized to take the same into their possession, and nold, use and ooeupy 
the same, and exercise the same powers in regard thereto, as if they hka 
purchased the same for school purposes under this act ; and the present trus- 
tees and ofiicers of said districts are hereby required to. deliver possession 
thereof, and of all books, papers and. vouchers connected therewith to said 
board, and said board aiay sue for and reeover >tbe j^ame with costs of suit 
of any person having the same or any part the(^o£ . . 

gill. AU'debts and legal liabilities of SMd sohool districts number eleven 
and twelve, shall be audit<^^ paid, satisfied and disehairged by said board of 
education out of thesebool fiwd ... 
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§ 112. Kach and everj of the schools established or main^aiired tmder 
ibis act, shall be free to the cbildreQ of all reaidentd of said village ; provl- 
ded however, that said board of education may cause the tuition fee to be 
charged and collected of the ijather or mother, master or mistress, or otbor 
person (in whose charge such pupil may b^*) residing in said village, of any 
pupil over sixteen yeats of age, or who «hail pursue studies which said boai'dr 
shall deem should not be tuition free. For the purpose of collecting such 
fees, such board shall by general rules provide for the keepiiig of proper reg- 
isters, in which shall be entered the name of every such pupil, and his father 
or mother, master or mistress, or other person in whose charge such pupil may 
be, the length of time such pupil shall (^tend such school, and the tuiti'VH 
fee chargeable therefor. Immediately previous to the issuing of the warrant 
for the collection^of the animal village tax, said board of education shall 
cause to be presented to the board of ti'usteee, an abstcact from such registers 
containing a, statement of names of every such father or mother, n^aster or 
mistress, or other person residing in such village, from . whom any 'sum or 
amount was due for such tuition fees, at the clpse of the term previous to 
the presentation of such lists. The, aimual tax lijst shalL contain a colunm 
heaued "tuition fees," in which shall b^ entered oppo.->ite the name of ««uch 

Serson the amount so returned as aforesaid, which sum shall be included in 
le aggregate column to be collected under such warrant ; and the same pro- 
^[^eedings shall be had for the collection thereof as for other village taxes ; 
and wlten collected the same shall be paid to the treasurer, to the credit of 
the school fund; but sudi returh so made> shall not include the name of any 
person who shalX iu the o^Huion of the board, be in indigent circumstances; 
anv person specified in such return may at any time before the collectivm of 
said tuition fee, apply to said board of education for a ^emission of the same ; 
and if said' board shall deem proper, they niay by resolution duly passed 
remit the same in whole or in part, and the clerk shall certify such remission 
to the collector, and no further proceedings shall be had for the collection of 
the sum so remitted. ... 

§ 113. Kothing in this act contfiined sHall prevent the trustees of th^ 
Washington academy from receiving from Uie regents of the university ai^y 
sum or allowance, for pupils pursuing cla'^ical studies therein, or for organ- 
losing and maintaining a teachers* department therein. And ariy pupil in any 
of the departments organized in said academy under the pirovisions of this 
act, pursuing such classical stutiies a>< are required by the regents af(>re}4:iid, 
in order to be entitled to an allowance, and being of sufficient age, shall be 
ixrcluded in the returns of said trustees to said regents, and they shall be 
entitled to the same allowance for such pupil or pupils aa for othar classical 
pupils heretofore. 

sohenectady! 

[Lam €f 1829, Ohap. 824.] ' . 

§ 1. The amount of utonies allowed to the city of Schenectady, by the 
superintendent of common schools, shall be apportioned by the trea^siurer of 
the county of Schenectady, between the Schenectady Lancaster school socie- 
ty, and such common school districts and parts of districts as now are or here- 
after may be organized without the bounds of the compact part of city of 
Schenectady, called the police ; and in a ratio proportioned to the number 
of children over the age of five and under sixteen [21] years within such com- 
pact part, and the number of such children in such districts and parts of dis- 
tricts respectively, without such compact part 

§ 2. The treasurer of the county of Schenectady shall pay the amount 
thus apportioned to the Schenectady lAncaster school society, to its treasur- 
er, for the use of said society, and the amount thus apportioned to such 
school districts and parts of districts, to the commissioners of commoQ 
cfaools for the several wards of the city of Schenectady. 
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§ 9. The o(ymmiiBsiooeirB of oomxncMi schools fo»ihe aerenA -ward? of f^ 
said citv, shall distribute and pay to the trustees of each school districts and 
parts of districts, the amovoit so received by them from the comity treasurer, 
111 proportion to the number of diildren residing in each, over the age of five 
and under that of sixteen [tventy-one,] years, as ^e same shall have ap- 
peared from the last annttal report of their respective trustees. 

§ 4. The assessors of the several wards of the city of Schenectady, shall 
w^y year in their respective wards, take a census of the children betweezk 
the ages of ^e and sixteen [jtwenty-one,l years, residing within the compact 
part of said eity, and shatt between the nrst day of May and the first day 
#f Oetot>er, in eAch year, make and transmit a report of the same to the 
elerk of the county of Schenectady. 

§ 6. The reports required by law to be made by the trustees of the com- 
axm school districts and parts of districts, without the bounds of the compact 
part of the city of Schenectady, to the commissioners of common schools, 
lor the several wards of the said city, shall be verified by the affidavit of 
the said trustees. 

% 6. The monies receiYed by the treasurer of the county of Schenectady, 
frcm taxes oolleeted in said city, under the laws relative to .common schools, 
shall be apportioned by him between such common school districts and parts 
of districts, without the bounds of the compact part of said city, and the 
Seheneetady Lancaster st^ool society, in' the ratio proportioned to the* 
amount of uie assessments of the real and personal estates of the taxable 
inhabitants residing in sucb districts and parts of districts, and the assess- 
ments of aU real estate situate therein ana owned by persons residing out of 
such districts an^ parts of districts, and the amounts of the assessments of 
the real and personal estates of all the taxable inhabitants of the city, after- 
deducting thereout the aggi^egate of the assessments last mentioned. 

§ 7. The treasurer of the county of Schenectady shall pay tlie amount 
apportioned by virtue of the last preceding sectioos to the Spfaenectady Lan- 
caster school society, to its treasurer, for the use of said society, and the 
amount apportioned under said sections to such school districts and parts of 
districts, to the commissioners of common schools for the several wards of 
Mid city, which amount so paid to the said e(»nmissioners shall be distrib- 
uted and paid by the^i in the manner provided in the third section of this 
act. 

§ 8. To ena2>le the treasurer of said county to make the apportionment 
required by the sixth section of this act, the assessors of the several 
wards of tne dty of Schenectady shall annuaOy, within the time limited in 
the fourth section of this act, for taking the census therein mentioned, make 
•ut and deliver to the treasurer of said countj, an abstract from the assess- 
ment rolls of their respective wards, eontaimng the names and the amounts 
of the assessments , of the real atkd pecsonal .estates of each of the taxable 
inhabitants residing in the said school districts or parts of districts, together 
with the amount of the assessments of aU real estate situate therein, and 
^wned by persons resi^i;^ out of such diHtricts or parts of difitricts» 
, § 161. [Kev. St. Chap. i6, Ait. 1, Titlfe 2, Part I.] The commissioners of 
schools of the city, ehsA divide that portion of the territory of the fii'st and 
second wards of the dty, not comprised within the bounds of the police, intQ 
such number of school disMcts as they may deem convenient, and may al- 
ter and reflate such districts according to the provisions of this title^ and 
the provisions of this title «hall apply to all districts so established. 

% 162. [Ditto.] It shaU be the duty of the trustees of the Lancaster 
school sodety to make an annual report to the superintendent of common 
schools, in such form as shal) be prescribed by him, of the state and qondi- 
tion of the schools for whoee benefit the school moneys shall have been i^ 
ylied.. 



[Laws of 1889. Ckap. 2^2.] 

§ 14. li shall b« lawful for tha trustees of the Lanoastfir school Booiety 
in the city of Scbeneotady, to eauae to be taught io aay school or sohools es- 
tablished by them or placed under their charge by the mayor, recorder and 
aldermen of sard city, within t^e bounds of the police of said city, all stich 
branches of education as may by law be taught in any common echool inthis 
state ; and that for teaching any suoh brand^s of e(mcation, it shall be law- 
ful for said trustees to adopt such mode of instruction as shall seem to them 
beat adapted to attain the end of rendering the benefits resulting from the 
school fund more eictensively useful and beneficial to the inhabitants of said 
city, 

^15. It shall be lawful for the common council of the city of Scheneo- 
taoy to expend, annually, any sum not exceeding fire hundred dollars for the 
purposes of common sotools and education generally throughout the oitr ; 
and the said common council, for such purposes, may annusdly cause to be 
msed, by tax, any sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, in the same man- 
ner as the taxes for repairing highways and supporting the poor are raised m 
and by the tweutj aereath section of the act entititlra, '* An Act relatire to 
^he city of Seheneetady/' passed April 29th, 18S3. 

SENECA. 

I 

g 1. It shall be lawful for the trustees of school district number one, in 
I3ie town of Seneca, in the oonnty of Ontario^ at the next annual meeting ,ol 
the district Biteac the passage of this act, to submit for the oonsideratioa of 
such meeting, a proposition, graduating the rates of. tuition to he paid by 
spholara attending we different departments into which such school is now 
divided ; if the same is approyed, or shall be so amended as to be approved 
by a nu^ority of those present quidified to Tote m sueh meetings, such rates 
may be charged and collected, Duit tbay shall not be raised during the year 
next following their ad<^tion. •- ^ 

§ 2. j^t aay apiiual meeting of the district after such rates of tuition hav« 
been adopted, the same may be cabed, reduced or entirely abolished, by a 
majority of such mefltiog. 

SYRACUS?:. 

[XoMf </ lU^. CHp, 28&} 
AN A,OT in tdatiot^ to public BohoeU in ihe eity of Syracuse, 

Passed April 1 1, 1848, <*three-filtha bdug present." 

7%e People of the State of Sew-Torkt represented ii^ Senate and 4'8mnhhff 
do enact aefouovf^: 

§ 1. There shall be appointed by the mayor and common council of the 
city of Syracuse, on the Uiird Tuesday of April, eighteen hundred and forty 
eight, from each ward in said city, two oommissioners of common schools for * 
the said city, who shall be residents of the ward for which they are aj^int- 
ed. The persons so appointed shall, within ten days after their appointment 
take the oath of (A:e prescribed by the constitution of this state, andlSle the 
same with the city derx. 

§ 2. Within ten days after their appointment^ as in t^e la^t section men- 
tipi^4i 8^4 poromifwioQ^cs abftU xoeet at iBtolfiet HdXL i^ said city, antd ca^iise 
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9. To have, in all respects, the superintendence, superyision and manage- 
ment of the common schools in said city, and^from time to time to adopt,^ al- 
ter, modify and repeal, as they may deem expedient, rules and regulations 
for their organization, government and instruction, for the jeception of pupils 
and their transfer from one school to another, and generally for the promotion 
cf their good order, prosperity and public utility. 

10. Whenever, in the opinion of the board, it may be advisable to sell 
any of the school houses, lots or sites, or any of the school property now 
or hereafter belonging to the city, to report the same to the common coun- 
cil. \ 

11. To prepare and report to the common council such ordinances and 
regulations as may be necessary or proper for the protection, safe keeping, 
<^e and preservation of school houses, lots and sites, and appurtenances, and 
all the property belonging to the city connected with or appertaining to the 
schools, and to suggest proper penalties for the violation oi such ordinances 
and regulations; and annually' to determine and certify to said common 
council the sums in their opimon necessary or proper to "oe raised under the 
eighth section of ^this act, specifying the sums reqmred for each of the purpo- 
ses therein mentioned, and the reasons therefor. 

12. To provide for the payment to any adjoining school district the proper 
amount to which it may be entitled on account of such district, in whole 
or in part, having been connected with territory now included in the said 
dty. 

13. Between the first day of July ai|d the first day of Au^st in each 
year, to make and transmit to the county clerk a report in writmg, bearing 
date the first day of Juiy in the year of its transmission, and stating, 

1 . An account and description of all the common schools kept in said 
city during the preceding year, and the time they have been severally 
taught. 

2. The number of children taught in said schools, respectively, the number 
of children over the age of five and under the age of sixteen, [21] residing 
in said city on the first day of January of that year. 

^ 8. The whole amount of school moneys received by the treasm*er of said 
dty during the year preceding, distinguishing the amount received from the 
county treasurer, from the city collector, and from any other source. 

4. The manner in which such moneys had been expended, and whether 
any and what part remains unexpended and for what cause. 

5. The amount of money received ior tuition fees from foreigpi pupils dpr- 
ilig the year, and the amount paid for teaoben' wages, in addition to the imj^ 
lie moneys, with such other infoimatioa aa relates to the oonunon schools of 
qaid city. ^ > 

4 14. Every school commi^ioner shall visit all the public schools at Utu/L 
£»ur times each year during hU offioial term ; and tiie hotutd of edncatiDa 
sh^ll provide that each of said schools shall be visited by a eoimnitte q£ 
three or more of their number at least once every term* 

4 15. The said board of eduopi^on shall h^ve power to allow the ^iuldren 
of persons not resident within the city to attead any of th^ schools of said 
city under the care and oonixol of said bo4rd, upoii such terms as s^id boMd 
shall, by resolution, prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid th«rfl^ 
for. .^ 

§ 16. Any ooXh^etorot the paid city, and. his sureties, shall be UaU^ on 
his official bond for any default, delinquency, neglect or misconduct in thfi 
duties with which be mav be charged under or by virtue of this act, in the 
same manner and with the like effect as for any other official default, dcdiik* 
quenc^, aeglect or misconduct ; and such c(^ector shall be liable to tbe sfline 
penalties for aof aueh ofl^dnl aa for Jipy aipuUr misoondvet iiji reUtioa td aa^ 
Other duties of his office. 

§ 17. It shall be the duty of the said board uk all their expenditure« a«i4 
eontractSk to have.refer/snee to the amount of moneys whiioh mil he sulject 
to their order diaring the then corMnt j»9f, ior tho.pftrti(tiihMria|)^lkdit«i«.i» 
question, and not to e»Gff04 9nK^ Ai»«lllt» . - : 
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5. To pay the wages of teachers due after the application of the pub- 
Uc moneys, which may, by law, be appropriated and provided for that piir- 
po6e: Pr-vided, nevertheless, that such tax shall not be laid oftener than 
once in each year:" 

6. Nor yhall tlie amount to be raised for teachers* wages and contingent 
expenses in any one year be less than twice nor more than six times the 
amount of pui)lic money received during the previous year. Nor shall the 
amount to be raised in any one year for buying sites and erecting and repair- 
ing school -houses and the appurtenances, exceed one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

§ 9. The a>mmon council shall cause the amount of the tax at any time 
oruered to be raised in pursuance of this act, to be added to the amount 
which they are otherwise authorised by law to raise by tax in said city, and 
they shall cause the same, witli the collector's fee thereon, to be assessed, lev- 
ied and collected at the same time and by the same warrant, and in the same 
manner with the taxes raised for city expenses, nndet and by virtue of the 
act of incorporation of said city. 

§ 10. All moneys to be raised pursuant to the provisions of this act, and 
all scIkhiI moneys by law appropriated to or provided for said City, shall be 
paid to the treasurer of sai J city, who, togetlier with the sureties upon his 
official bond, shall be accountable therefor in the same manner as for other 
moneys of the said city ; the said treasurer shall also be Ifeble to the same 
penalties for any ofh'cial misconduct in relation to the said moneys as for any 
similar misconduct in relation toother moneys of the city. 

§ 11. After the passage of this act the*^ treasurer of the said city shall 
not pay out any moneys in his hands received by the said city, either as 
school moneys or collected or received by virtue of any of the provisions of 
this act, excepting upon an order drawn upon him and sij^ned by the presi- 
dent and clerk of said board of education, and no such order shall be arawn 
except by virtue of a resolution of the said board. 

§ 1 2. The said board may cause a suit or suits to be prosecuted in the 
name of the city of Syracuse, upon the official bond of the treasurer or of 
any collector of said city for any default, delinquency or official misconduct 
in relation to the collection, safe keeping or payment of any moneys in this 
aet mentioned. 

g 13. The said board shall have power and it shall be their duty, 

1. To establish and organise eucfa and -so many schools in said city, (in- 
diiding the common mhools now existing therein) as they shall deem requi- 
site and ex]!yedient, aad to alter and discontinue the same. 

2- To purchase or hire school houses and rooms, and lots or sites for 
school houses, and to fence and improve them as they deem proper. 

5. Upon such lots, and upon any sites now owned by said city, to build, 
enlarge, alter, improve and repair 8<diool hWes, ont houses and appurtenan- 
ces as they may deem advisable. 

4. To purchase, exehangpe, improve and repair school apparatus, books for 
indigent pupils, furniture antl appendages, and to provide fuel for the schools 
and defray their contingent expenses, and the expenses of the district li- 
brary. 

6. To have the custody and safe keeping of the school houses, out houses, 
books ftirniture and appendages, and to see t^at the ordinances of the o<xn- 
mon oeuncil in relation thereto be observed. 

6. To eontract with, license and employ all teachers in the common school 
and high school, and at their pleasure to remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the school moneys which 
HhnU be appropriated and provided in the said city, so far as the same shall 
be sufficient, and the residue thereof from the money autiiorised to be raised 
fiMT'that purpose by section eight of this act, by tax upon said city. 

8. To defray the necessary contingent expenses of the board, including 
•a amaal Bolary to the olerk, provided that' the aeoount of suoh expensed 
flhali first be audited and allowed by ibe common ooodmI. 
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9. To have, in all respects, the superintendence, superrision and mana^ 
ment of the common schools in said city, and' from time to time to adopt, al- 
ter, modify and repeal, as they may deem expedient, rules and regulations 
for their organization, government and instruction, for the reception of pn^ols 
and their transfer from one school to another, and generally for the promotion 
of their good order, prosperity and public utility. 

10. Whenever, in the opinion of the board, it may be advisable to sell 
any of the school houses, lots or sites, or any of the school property now 
or hereaftei belongmg to the city, to report the same to the common coun- 
dl. \ 

11. To prepare And report to the common council such ordinances and 
regulations as may be necessary or proper for the protection, safe keeping, 
<\are and preservation of school houses, lots and sites, and appurtenances, ana 
all the property belonging to the city connected with or appertaining to the 
schools, and to suggest proper penalties for the violation oi such ordinances 
and regulations; and annually to determine and certify to said common 
council the sums in their opinion necessary or proper to oe raised under the 
eighth section of ^this act, specifying the sums required for each of the porpo- 
ses therein mentioned, and the reasons therefor. 

12. To provide for the payment to any adjoining school district the proper 
amount to which it may be entitled on account of such district, in whole 
or in part, having been connected with territory now included in the said 
city. 

13. Between the first day of July aQd the first day of August in eadi 

Sear, to make and transmit to the county clerk a report in wTitin|g, bearing 
ate the first day of July in the year of its transmission, and stating, 

1 . An account and description of all the common schools kept in said 
dty during the preceding year, and the time they . have been seyerally 
taught. 

2. The number of children taught in said schools, respectively, the number 
of children over the age of five and under the age of sixteen, [21] residing 
ip said city on the first day of January of that year. 

8. The whole amount of school moneys received by the treasurer of said 
city during the year preceding, distinguishing the amount received from the 
county treasurer, from the city collector, and from any other source. 

4. The manner in which such moneys had been ■ expended, and whether 
any and what part remains unexpended and for what cause. 

5. The amount of money received for tuition fees from foreigii pupils djor- 
iog the year, and the amount paid for teadbera' wages, in addition to the mJ^ 
lie moneys, with such other imoimatioa as relates to the common schooia of 
^d city. ' ' 

^ U. Bvery school commissioner shall vidt aU the public schools at least 
fyar times each year during his official term ; and the board of education 
shall provide that each of said aehflpls shall be visited by a eommitte o£ 
three or more of their number at least once every tenvL 

t 15. The said board of eduoaii^ shall ha^^e power to allow the children 
of pt^rsons not resident within the city to attend any of th0 schools of said 
city under the Qsjre and oonirol of said board, upon such terms as said bqand 
shall, by resolution, prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid Ht^airet 
for. 

§ 10. Any collector of the iwid city, and. his sureties, ^aU be liaUfi on 
his official bond for any default, ddlinqueney, n^eot or nusconduct in thfi 
duties with which he may be chained under or by virtue of this act, in the 
same manner and with the like elect as for any other official default^ deiU«^ 
queiMt^, aeglect or misconduct ; and such collector shall be liabi^ to the aufne 
penalties for a^ar such official as for any similar misoopduct in relation to way 
<Mher duties of his office. 

§ 17. It shall be the duty of the said board in alltheir eipenditures and 
aontracts, to have, reference to the amount of moneys which mU be sul^ject 
tQ their ord^r dMrijig the then cnriant ypar, im tine partieular ^^tiMUM» in 
question, and not to «M(ia4 snioh MPMlt 
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§ 18. The said board of oommiseionera afaftll be trustees of the di8tri<srt li- 
brary or libraries in said city, and all the provisions of law which now are or 
may hereafter be passed relating to distriet sehool libraries, shall apply to the 
said commissioners in the same manner as if they were trustees of a school 
district comprehending said city ; they shall also be vested -with the discre- 
tion as totiie disposition of the moneys ap}>ropriated by any law of this state 
Ibr the purchase of libraries, which is therein conferred upon the inhabitant! 
of sehool districts. It ^hall be their duty to provide a library room or rooms 
and the necessary furniture therefor, and appoint a librarian or librariuis, to 
make all purchases of books for the said library or libraries, and from tim'e to 
time to exchange or cause to be repaired the damaged* books belonging there- 
to ; they mi^y tSao sell any books wnich they may deem useless or of an improp* 
er character, and apply the proceeds to the purdbase of other books for the said 
library or libraries. * 

§ 19. It shall be the duty of the said board, at least fifteen days before 
the annual election for commissioners in each year, to prepare aitd report to 
the oommon council true and corAct statements of the receists and disburse' 
meuts of moneys under and in pursuance of the provisions of this act during 
the preceding year ; in which account shall be stated under appropriate 
heads : 

1. The moneys received by the common council under the eighth section of 
this act : 

3. The school moneys received by the treasurer of the city from the coun- 
ty treasurer, and the collector of taxes for city and county charges in said 
city . • 

8. The moneys received by direct tax : 
' 4. All other moneys received by the treasurer, subject to the order of the 
board specifying the sources : 

6. The manner in which such sums of money shall have been expended , 
specifying the amount paid under each head of expenditure : 

And the common council shall, ten days before such election, cause the 
same to be published in at least two of the newspapers published in said 
city. » 

§ 20. The said board shall be subject, from time to time, to the rules and 
regulations made by the state superintendent of common schools, so far as the 
same may be applicable to them, and not inconsistent with the provisionp of 
this act 

§ 21. The oommon council of said city shall have the power, and it shall be 
their duty, to pass such ordinances and regulations as the said board of edu- 
cation may report as necessar}' and proper for the protection, safe-keeping, 
care and pnreservation of the school houses, lots, sites, and appurtenances, and 
all necessary property belonging to or connected with the schools in said city ; 
and to impose proper penalties for the violation thereof, subject to the restric- 
tions and limitations contained in the act to incorporate the said city ; and all 
stich penalties shall be collected in the same manner that the penalties for a 
yyolation of the city ordinances are by law collected, and when collected, shall 
be paid to the treasury of jthe city, and be subject to the order of the board 
of education, in the same manner as other moneys raised pursuant to the pro- 
visions of this act. ' • 

§ 22. Whenever the said board shall report to tA common council that it 
is advisable to sell any of the school houses, lots or sites, or any of the school 
property now or hereafter belonging to the city, it shall be the duty of the 
common council to sell the same without unreasonable delay and upon sndi 
terms as the said common council may deem advisable. The proceeds of all such 
sales shall be paid to the treasurer of the city, and shall be subject to the or- 
der of the said board, to be expended by them in the purchase, leasing, re- 
pairs or improvements of other school houses, lots, school furniture, apparatus 
or appurtenances. 

B 28. The title of the schooji houses, sites, lots, furniture, books, apparatus 
and appurtenances, and all other school property in this act mentioned, shaU 



be Y6«ted in the eity of SjracQfie ; and ^e same while used for or appropriated 
for Hchool parposes^ shall not be levied upon or sold by virtue of any warrant 
or execution, nor be subject to taxation lor any purpose whatever ; and the 
said oity, in its corporate capacity, shall be able to take, hold, and dispose of 
any real or personal estate transferred to it by gift, grant, bequest or devise, 
for the use of the common schools of the said city, whether the same shall be 
transferred in terms to said city, by its proper style, or by any other desig- 
nation, or to any other designation, or to any person or persons or body, for 
the use of said schools. 

§ 24. All moneys re(|uired to be raised by virtue of this act^ shall, on be- 
ing raised as herein provided, be depositfEid for the safe beeping thereof, with 
the treasurer of said city, to the credit of the said board of education, and shall 
be drawn out in pursuance of a resolution or resolutions of said board, by 
drafts drawn by tne president and countersigned by the clerk of said boaro, 
payable to the order of the person or persons entitled to receive such moneys; 
and said treasurer shall keep the funds authorized by this act to be received 
by him, separate and distinct from any oth«r fund wmch he is or may by law 
be authorized to receive, 

§ 25. It shall be the duty of the said commissioners to ascertain and re- 
port to the common council of said city the amount of any and all indebted- 
ness of each of the school districts within said oity, and to whom due, and 
when and how payable ; and the common council shall have the power, and it 
.shaU be their duty, in each year that any such indebtedness shidl become due, 
or any portion thereof, to cause the amount so becoming due from any of said 
districts, to be assess^dupon and collected from the taxable property within 
such districts, in the same manner as the taxes for contingent expenses are 
assessed and collected, for the use of the board of education^ for the payment 
of such indebtedness. 

§ 26. It shall be the duty of said commissioners, and they shall have pow- 
er to procure a site within school district number sixteen (16) in the city of 
Syracuse, and cause to be erected thereon a suitable and proper school house, 
and cause a statement of the cost of such site and building to bo laid belbre,the 
common council of said city, who shall have power, and it shall be their duty 
to eau'se the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars to be assessed upon and 
collected from the taxable property within said di^^trict, in the same manner 
thaf the contingent expenses of said city are assessed and collected ; and ia 
case the said expenditure shall exceed the sum of fifteen hundred doHan, 
the said excess sliall be collected from the city at large, for the ^se of the said 
commissioners for the purposes in this section specified. 

§ 27. It shall be the duty of the clerk of said city immediately after the 
election of any person as a commissioner of common schools, to personally no- 
tify him of his election, and if anv such person shall not within ten days after 
receiving such personal notice of his election, take and subscribe the constita-. 
al oath and fil^ the same with the derkof the said city, the common counoil 
may consider it a refusal to serve, and proceed to supply the vacancy occasioa- 
ed by such refusal ; and the person so refusing to serve shall forfeit and paj 
to the city treasurer, for the benefit of the tuition fund, a penalty of ten 
dollars. 

§ 28. The present school officers of the school districts in the tei*ritorjr 
emoraced in this act, sh^l continue in office until the unfinished business of 
6aid districts shall have been finally closed up and settled, with all the pow- 
ers and duties now by law imposea upon them, for the purpose of closing op 
such imfinished business. 
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TROY- 

[Lav» of 1849. C^ap. 198, <u amended by Chap. 47, Zatos of 1851.] 

AN ACT to atnend the charter of the city of TVoy^ and to provide for the 

establishment of free schools in said city. 

Passed April 4, 1849, *' three-fifths being present" 

§ 1. The several wards of the city of Troy shall constitute one school 
district, and the schools therein shall be firee to all children, between the 
ages of fire and sixteen [21] years, residing in snch wards. 

§ 2. There shall be erected in each of the said wards as hereinafter 
wohrided, one or more school houses of size and form sufficient to accommo- 
date all the children between the aforesaid ages, residing in such wards. 
The purdiase of sites for school houses shall be agreed upon in joint commit- 
tee of three from each ward, hereinafter mentioned ; and in 'case o/ disagree- 
ment the decision shall rest with the common council 

§ S. The title of the school houses, sites, lots, furniture, books apparatus 
and appurtenances, and all other school property, in this act mentioned, shidl 
fte vested in the city of Troy, and the same while used or appropriated for 
school purposes, shall not be levied upon, or sold by virtue of any warrant 
or execution, nor be subject to taxation, for any purpose whatever, and the 
•aid city in its corporate capacity, shall be able to take, hold, and dispose of 
any real or personal estate, transferred to it by gift, ^rant, bequest or devise, 
for the use of the common schools of the said city, whether the same shall 
be transferred in terms to said city by its proper style, or by any other desig- 
nation, or to any person or persons, or body, for the use of said schools. 

§ 4. The common council of said city, may, upon the recommendation of 
the board of education hereinafter mentioned, sell any of the school houses, 
lots, or sites, or any other school property, now dr hereafter, belonging to said 
city, upon such terms as the said common council may deem reasonable. The 
proceeds of all such sales shall be paid to the chamberlain of the city, and 
shall be by the said board of education again expended in the construction, 
repairs, or improvements of other school houses, lots, sites or school furniture, 
apparatus or appurtenances. 

§ 6. There shall be elected at the annual charter election of said city, to 
be held on the first Tuesday of March, 1850, in the same manner as other 
ward officers are elected, from each of the Ist, 2d, 8d, 4th and 7th wards in 
said city, two persons, and from each of the 6th, 6th, and 8th wards thereof, 
one person, to be commissioners of common schools for said city. The per- 
sons so elected shall be residents of the ward for which they shall be elected, 
and shall within ten days^ after receiving notice of their election, take the oath 
of office prescribed by the constitution 6f this state, and file the same with 
t3ie city clerk. 

§ 6. Within ten days after their election, as in the last section mention- 
ed, said commissioners so elected from those words in which more than one 
eommissioner is elected, shall meet in the office of the clerk of said city, and 
shall determine by lot which of the two persons so ^ected for each ward shall 
serve for the terra ending on the second Tues-lay of March, 1851, and which 
for the term ending on the second Tuesday of March, 1852. 

§ 7. In each year, thereafter, there shall be elected in said eity, at the an- 
naal charter election in the same manner, and under the< same regulations, as 
other ward oMcers are elected, one commissioner of common schpols for each 
ward, to supply the places of those whose terms are about to expire. The 
term of office of all commissioners elected pursuant to this act, shall commence 
on the Tuesday next after their election, and shall continue two years, except 
of those commissioners elected from the 4th, 6th and 8th, wards, whose term 
of office vill eontinoe but one year. 



§ 8. The common council of said dby make may make /ippointment of 
commissioner of common schools to fill yacancies which may occur from any 
cause other than the expiration of the term of office of those elected, and the 
removal from the ward for which he was appointed or elected shall be deem-' 
ed a resignation of his office by any commissioner. The eoimmsMoner«'soap' 
pointed shall hold their offices till the Tuesday* succeeding the Qext annual 
election, and at each annual electioi;^ there shall be elected a commissioner to 
supply the place of any person so appointed, and the person thus elected shall 
serye out the unexpired term. 

§ 9. Any commissioner of common schools in said city, may be remoyed 
rfrom office lor official misconduct by the common council of said city, by a 
yote of two-thirds of the members thereof ; but a written copy of the char- 
ges against said commissioner, shall be served upon him, and he shall be al*- 
lowed an opportunity to refute any such charge of misconduct, before removal. 

§ 10. The commissioners of common schools in said city, shall constitute a 
board, to be styled the " Board of Education of the city of Troy " which 
shall be a corporate body in relation to all the powers and duties conferred 
upon them by virtue of this act A majority of the board shall form a quo> 
rum. The first meeting of the board shall be on the second Wednesday next 
after their election, and the annual meeting of the board, thereafter, shall be 
on the second Wednesday next after their election. At the first meeting of 
the board, and annually thereafter, at the annual meeting, they shall elect 
one of their number president of the board ; and whenever he shall be ab- 
sent, a president pro tempore may be appointed. The said commissioners 
shall receive no compensation for their services. 

§ 11. The said commissioners shall appoint a clerk who may be one of 
Ibeir number, who shall hold his office dunng the pleasure of the board, and 
whose compensation shall be fixed by them. The said clerk shall keep a re- 
cord of the proceedings of the board, and perform such other duties as the 
board may prescribe ; the said record or a transcript thereof, certified by the 
president and clerk, shall be received in all courts as prima facie evidence of 
&cts therein set forth ; and such records and all the Dooks, accounts, vouch- 
ers, and papers of said board shall at all times be subject to the inspection of 
the common council, and of any committee thereof 

§ 12. The common council of said city shall have the power, and it shall 
be their duty to raise from time to time by tax, to be levied equally upon all 
the real and personal estate in said city, which shall be liable to taxation for 
the ordinary city taxes, or for city or county charges, such sum or soma of 
money, as may be necessary or proper, for any or all the following purposes: 

1. " To purchase school houses, and also to purchase, lease or improve edtea 
therefor. 

2. To enable the board of education to build, lease, enlarge, alter, improve 
and repair school houses, and their out houses and ,appurtenance3.< 

3. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, bo9kB, fur- 
niture and appendages ; but the power herein granted, shall not be deemed to 
authorize the furni^ing with class or text books any scholar whose parents 
or guardian shall be able to furnish the same. 

4. To procure fuel and defray the contingent expenses of the common 
schools, and the expenses of the school libraries of saia city. 

6. To pay the wagesi' of teachers due after the application of the public 
monies, which may by law be appropriated aod provided for that purpose : 
Provided, nevertheless, that the tax to be levied, as aforesaid, and collected 
by virtue of this act, ^hall be collected at the same time, and in the same man^ 
ner as other city taxes. 

6. And the amount to be raised for teachers' wages and contingent ex- - 
Denses in any one year, shall not be lees than twice, nor more than four times 
u^e amount apportioned to said city, from the common school fund of the state 
during the previous year, nor shall the amount to be raised in one J^^t ^^ 
the 1st Tuesday in'Mardi, 1851, for purchasing sites and erecting and repair* 



iMj; .>-<']v>o] lioiHOo oxrco 1 five taor.^atid tlollav.-^. And Oig common council of 
•i.ii I ci'iV arc iirliiorizoil ami dirccteJ avIu-u noce.^'i-Mr'r, to raise by loan i!i an- 
( !■•' I'-ili-iu of the ta\c'', liie ui''iu'.^ .s so toh.} rai.iod, c-Ucotcd and levied ii» 
at"ui\'>aid. 

i;; 1']. All ]u :)n'\ys to be rai-od [)'ir.suant to tuo provisions of tbi.s act, and 
rill .-.cliool moneys by l-.iv apprf»j>] lat'^l to, or pr»>vi;!i.';l for paid city, shall be •' 

\Kil 1 to the (jhamborhiin tnei.".)!", who tog,"ther v/itli the sureties u])on hi-ii of- 
lioial bond, shall \n'. aeeoiintable *]ier<T<>r, in the same mmmor as for oihcr mon- ^ 

oy^ of said city ; the said ehriUiberlain ^diall be liable to the eame penalties 
for. unv otiicial mi eondurt in relatinu to tlie sai 1 laeu'-vs, a.s for auv smiilar 
mi-;condnet in relation to other im-nevs of said city. 

;^ 14-. The said b»a:\l shall liave power, and it .-hall be tlieir duty, 

1. To establi.^h and or^ani/o, in 'die several Avartls of -aid cuy, such and 
Si-* many sclioo's, (inc^'idiug llu; coju-ii' n school-; umv.' exiitinij^ therein) a? 
they ahall deeax requisite and expedient, and to alter and discontinue the 
same. 

2. To build, lease, or contract f.-r tlio occupation and u^e of scliool houses 
and rooms, and to improve the same as they may deem proper. 

3. To alter, improve and rejxiir scliool houses and appurtenances as thej 
may deem a<lvisable. • , 

4. To purchftise, exchange, improve and repair echool apparatus, books for 
indigent pupils, furniture and appeuda^ed, and to defray their comiugent ex- 
penses, and the expense of the school libraries. 

r^. To have the custody and t^af'* keeping f'f the school houses, oi:t hoii'^es, 
l:u. k's, fiiruiture and a])j)enda.^es, and to see that the ordinances of the common 
c-ouueil in relation thereto be observed. 

6. To contract Avith, license, and employ all teachers in said schools, and 
at their pleasure to remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the moneys appropriated and 
provided by law, for the support of schools in said city, so far as the same 
sliall be suiiicient, and the re-^idu*^ theieof, from tJie nionev authori;^e<i to be 
lai ed fur that purp ^.e by sec ion twelve of tlii^ act, by tiix upon said 
city. 

s. To defray the neccb^^ary contingent expen-es of theboard^ including iiii 
aiumal salary to the clerk, provided the account of such expenses shall iirstbe 
auditevl and allowed by the cot^jmon council. 

9. To have iu all respects the superintendence, supervision, and manage- 
ment of the common scliools in said city, and from time to time to adopt, alter, 
M>/..'.ify and repeal, as they may deeui expedient, rules and regulations for 
their organization, government and instruction, for the reception of pupils, and 
their tiansfer from one school to ani>ther, and generally for the promotion of 
their goo<l order, prosperity and public utility. 

10. Whenever, in the opinion of the board it may be advisable to sell any 
of the school houses, lots, or sites, or any of the school property, now oi; liere- 
uf ter belonging to the city, to report the same to the common council. 

11. To prepare and report to the common council, such ordinance? anc^ 
roipdation-^ as may be nec(\^sary or proper for tliO protection, safe keeping, 
care and preservation of school houses, lots and sites and appurtenances, and 
all the property belonging to the city, connected with or appertaining to the 
schools, and to suggest proper penalties for the violation of such ordinances 
and regulations ; and annually, on or before the first day of February iu each 
yj'.ir, to determine and certify to said common council, the pums in their opin- 
i'-n necessary or proper, to be raised under the twelfth section of this act, 
tporifying the sunis rovquired for tli<^ year cou.menciti;: ^ ihc fir-t of March 
tlu'reafter, for each of the purposes therein mentioned, and the reasons 
therefor. 

12. Between the first day of July, and the first day of August, in each 
yjsar, to make and transmit t*> tjie county clerk, or such other of^oer a^ may 
be designated by law, a report in writing bearing date thutirst day of July, 
in the year of its transmissionj and stating, 
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1. The numberof sohooi houses in said city, and an acooont and ddscrip^ 
tion of all the common Bchools kept in eaid city during the preceding yeaiv 
and the time they have severally been taught. 

2. The number of children taught in said schools respeotiyely, and the 
number of children over the age of five years, and under Uhe age of fdxteen^ 
[21] years, residing in said city, on the first daj of January, of that year. 

8. The whole amount of school moneys received by the chamberlain of said 
eity during the year preceding, distinguishing the amount received from the 
county treasurer, from the city tax, and from any other soui^ce. 

4. The manner in which such moneys had been expended, and wheth^ 
any and what part remains unexpended, and for what cause; 

6. The amount of money received for tuition fees from foreign pupils da- 
ring the year, and the amount paid for teachers' wages in addition to the pub- 
lic monies, with such other information relating to the common schools cf 
said city, as may from time to time be required by the state superintendent 
of common schools. 

§ 15. It shall be the duty of each commissioner to visit the schools in bis 
ward twice in- each year ; and the board of education shall provide that each 
of the schools in the city shall be visited by a committee of three, or more of 
their number, or bv their clerk, at least once in each term. • 

% \&: The said board of education shall have power to allow the children 
ef persons not resident within the city to attend any of th^ schools of said 
city under the care and control of said board, upon such terms as said board 
shall by resolution prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid there' 
tor. V 

§ 17. It shall be the duty of said board, Iq all their expenditures and 
contracts, to have reference to the amount of moneys which snail be subject 
to their order, during the then current year, for the pai*ticular expenditure ia 
question, and not to exceed that amount 

§ 19. * The said board of commissiDners shall be trustees of the school li- 
brary OP libraries insaid city, and all the fM-ovisions of law which now are or 
hereafter may be passed relative to district school libraries, ^all apply to the 
said commissioners ; they shall also be vested with the same discretion as to 
the dispositimi of the moneys appropnated by any law of this state, for the 
purchase of nbraries which is therein conferred upon the inhabitants of school 
districts. It shall be their di)ty to provide a liorary room, or rooms, in the 
several school houses in -said city, and the necessary furniture therefor. The 
clerk of said board shall be the general librarian. The board shall also appoint 
a librarian for each school, to have the care of the books, and to superintend 
the letting out and return thereof The several school librarians shall from 
time to time, inform the general librarian of the state and condition of their 
libraries, and the said board or the general librarian, under the direction and 
by resolution of the said board, may make all purchases of books for the li- 
braries, and provide for their equitable distribution among the schools, and 
exchange or cause to be repaired the damaged books belonging thereto, and 
*al8o sell any books which may be deemed useless, or of improper character, 
Mid apply the proceeds to the purchase of other books for said libraries. 

§ 19: It shall be the duty of said board, at lekst fifteen days before the 
annual election for commissioners in eacb year, to prepare and report to the 
common council, true and correct statements of the receipts and disbursements 
of moneys under and in pursuance of the provisions of tnis act, during, the pre- 
ceding year ; in which' account shall be stated under appropriate heads : 

1. The monies raised- by the eominon' council under the twelfth section of 
this act : * 

2. The school moneys received by the chamberlain of the city, from the 
county treasurer, distinguishing between the sum received from the state and 
the sum raised upon the city by the board of supervisors : 

3. The moneys received by the common council under the third section 
of this act : 

4. All other moneys received by the chamberlain subject to the order of 
the board, specifying the sources. 
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5. The manner in which such sums of money shall have been expended , 
specifying the amount paid under each head of expenditure : 

And the common council shall, ten days before such election* cause 
the same to be published in at least two of the newspapers published in 
said city. 

§ 20. The common council of said city shall have the power to pass such 
ordinances and regulations as the smd board of education may report as ne- 
cessary and proper for the protection, safe Heeping, care and preservation of 
the school houses, lots, sites, appurtenances and appendages, libraries,^nd 
all necessary property belonging to, or connected with the schools in said 
city ; and to impose proper penalties for the violation thereof, subject to the 
restrictions and limitations contained in the act to incorporate the said city ; 
and all such penalties shall be collected in the same manner that the penal- 
ties for the violation of the city ordinances are by law collected, and when 
collected, shall be paid to the chamberlain of the city, and be subject to the 
order of the board of education, in the same manner as other moneys, raised 
pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

§ 21. It shall be the duty of the common council, within fifteen days after 
receiving the certificate of the commissioners required by the fourteenth sea- 
tion of this act, of the sums necessary or proper to be raised under the twelfth 
section of this act, to determine and certify to said board of education the 
amount that will be raised by them for the year commencing on the Ist of 
March thereafter, for the purposes mentioned in said twelfth section, distin- 
guishing between the amoimt to be raised for teachers' wages and contingent 
expenses, and the amount to be raised for the repair of school houses^ which 
amounts shall be subject to the disposal of the board of education. 

§ 22. All the moneys required to be raised by virtue of this act, or re- 
ceived by the said city, for or on account or the common schools, except sudi 
sums as are raised for the purchase of sites for school houses, shall be depos- 
ited for the safe keeping thereof, with the chamberlain of said city, to the 
credit of said board of education, and shall be drawn out in pursuance of a 
resolution or resolutions of said board, by drafts drawn by the president and 
countersigned by the clerk of said board, payable to the order of the person 
or persons entitled to receive such moneys ; and said chamberlain shaU keep 
the funds authorized by this act to be received by hin>, separate and distinct 
from any other fund, which he is, or may by law be authorised to receive. 

§ 28. It shall be the duty of the clerk of said city, immediately after the 
election of an}! person as a commissioner of common schools to personally or 
in writing, to notify him of his election, and if any such person shall not with- 
in ten days after receiving such notice of his election, take and subscribe the 
constitutional oath, and file the same with the clerk of the said city, the com- 
mon council may consider it a refusal to serve, and proceed to supply the va- 
cancy occasioned by such refusal ; and the person so refusing, shall forfeit, 
and pay to the city chamberlain, for the benefit of the tuition fund, a penalty 
of ten dollars. 

§ 24. It shall be the duty of the several school districts in the city of Troy, 
within three months from the passage of this act, to transfer and convey to 
said city all school houses, sites, lopts, and all other school property of what- 
ever name and description, and to place in the care of the board of education, 
all school district records, account books, vouchers, contracts, papers, and oth- 
er school property, and the said school officers of the said city and the sever- 
al school districts thereof, shall continue in office until the unfinished busi- 
ness of said districts shall have been finally closed up and settled, not exceed- 
ing three months after the passage of this act, with all the power and dilties 
now by law imposed upon them, for the purpose of closing such unfinished 
business. 

§ 25. The common council of the city of Troy shall, on the third Thurs- 
day^ of April, 1849, appoint from each ward in said city commissioners of com- 
mon schools for said (Sty, corresponding in number with the aldermen elected 
from said wards, who shiedl hold their office until the second Tuesday of March, 
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IS.jO ; th\=n.irl por-Jons so appointed shall be resideats of the "ward for "whicli 

thev sli'iH 1)^' ap|)()mt,C'X >'^]<y.!l during Uig time of thi'ir appomtnieut cciisti- 
tute ^^ai<i i)^'ur(l «ii" cliicaU<'«n,iiTiil pos-^e-s the same power and privileges, ]>er- 
fi>rm the same duties, and be subject to the same reguhitiuns as the commis- 
siuuers to be (deeti['d r.n<h'rthis act. Their first meeting shall be ou the 
tir?t Wedm^'^day after their appointment. 

cj :J0. 'I he s^aid oommisri'Uiers .'-o ;ipi:)()inted, shall, in addition to the other 
duties req'i'red of them by tliis act, on (r before tiie iirst day of June, 1849, 
di.tennine and eertifv to the .common council in the manner dc-ii^niated by the 
i';ii:-tee'i*h eecti'»n of this act, tbe .-ums necessary and proper to be rai.*;ed by 
s.iid eitv for the])arposes mentioned in said twelfth section, for the year cinii- 
men ^inu," on the l.st of March, US i'J. The said common council fchall, within 
lii'teen duys f.fter rev'oiviug said certineato, determine and certify to said com- 
iil^>I{>ner - in the manner spwiii'Ml in the twenty-tir!?t section, t]ie amounts 
that will be rai.rod by them, which amounts ahali m like mmmer be subject to 
the dii^posal of said comiliissioners. 

i 'J7. All previous acta and pm'ts of acts inconistent here\^ith, are herc- 
I^y replied. 

l^Chnj^- o53, laws o/* 1850, aa (unonded by chap. 366 laws of 1861.] 

§ 1. It bhall be lawful for the board of cducatioa of the city of Tfoy, and 
the eiiid board is hereby auihoi ized, tu dl-cliarj^e all the duf io.-^ and exerci.-e all 
the powers beh)ngiug to the othce of town superintendent of common schools 
by [-AW, in relation to the formaticm of joint school districts out of parts of 
said city, and parts of a Ijoining towns, and also in the erection of separate 
!>chooi districts, a.s herehiafler provided, in either the iifih, sixth, and seventh 
wards of said city. ^ 

i$ 2. VVlieaevor it may become necessary or cojiyeniefiL to form a joint dis- 
trict out of parts of said city and of any adjoining tuwn, the board of oduca- 
t on may depute any member of said board cv the clerk thereof, to meet with 
fl\e s'.ipirijIeiideiU of such a;]j anlng town, and the proceedings of such mem- 
ber of said board, or the clerk thereof, and sucli town superintendent, in con- 
iormity with tlie statute, duly certiiied under theii' hands, in forming, regula- 
ting/and altering any sp.ch di-^tricts, shall be valid an^l conclusive, when ap- 
})roved by said boarti at any meeting regularly convened. 

§ 3. The said board of education ma^-, in its di-xiretion, upon the Tvrittcn 
r]>plication*of at least two-thirds of the mliabitants, entitled by law to vote 
in school district meetings, re«iding within the territory to bt included there- 
in, erect sei>arate sjciiool districts, t?ud h\>m time to limc regulate and alter the 
Fame, in cither the fifth, sixth and scventji wards of said city. Such separate 




legally formed in the several town » of this siate, and shall be no longer under 
the care and government of said board of education. 

§ 4. It shall be the duty of the trustees of all such joint and separate dis- 
tricts as shall be formed and ere<'ted hi ynirsuani-e of tin's act, to make to 
the board of education of said city, all the reports and returns which are 
or may be by law required in the several towns of this state to be made to 
the town super intendtnts thereof. It shall be the duty of the raid board of 
education to apportion to each of the parts of such joint districts lying within 
. said city, and to each of such separate districts, from all the public fchool 
liioueys that shall thereafter be apportioned and j);ad to the city, whether 
ti e K nii sl)all b3 received from the «tato school, moneys or from ih3 taxes di- 
' j-.'etud by law to be levied and collected for t\iid purpose, the just proportion 
of such moneys according to the number of children residing within such 
prits of said joint districts as Hliali lie within isaid city, and within" said sep- 
iiv.it'i districts, between tiie asea of five and .sixteen years inclusive, tnafeiug 
i''«>whoie number of such chiidrun residiug Aviliiln the city the basis for 
suehAppGkrtiouuientiy ad the aame bhall ^ippear from the lac>t reports thereof. 
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§ 5. It shall be the duty of the board of supervisors of the county of Rens- 
selaer, from and after the pa'^^age of this aet, to direct that all the tnoneys levi- 
ed and collected on the inhabitants of the city of Troy for coniaiori school 
purposes, whether the j<ame shall be levied and collected as county taxes. or 
otherwise, shall be paid over by the receiver of taxes for sjiid city, to the 
chamberlain thei'^of, for the sole use and benefit of the free public schools 
within said city, and it s-hall be the duty of the board of education to apply 
all such moneys to the support of the free schools of paid city in couformiby 
to law. 

[ Chap, 3 6l6, laws o/ 1 85 1 .] 

§ 2. . Every ward in the city of Troy, and each portion of a ward in which 
a public school is now, or may hereafter, be maintained, shall constitute a 
school district, under the supervision and direction of the board of education 
of said city. 

UTICA. 

[Laws of 1842, chap. 137, as amended hj chap. 131, Zf<.M,'So/ 1844. • Chap. 184, 
Title X, laws of L848, and cliap, 66, laws of 1850.] 

AN! ACT in relation to coimnon schools in the city of If tied. 

Passed April 7, 1842, by a two-third vote. 

Tfie People of the State of N'ew - York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
dg Mnact as.follow9 ; 

§^ 1. At the next annual election for city officers to be held in the city of 
TJtica, there shall be elected six commissioners of common schools for the said 
<aty, who shall l>e elected in the same manner as justices of the peace, su- 
pervisors and constables are elected in said city pursuant to the act incorpora- 
ting said city. 

§ 2. Within ten days after their election, the persons so elected shall take and 
subscribe the oath of office prescribed by the constitution, and file the same with 
the clerk of said city ; and they or a majority of theni shall thereupon meet aid 
cause the whole number of commissioners so chosen to be divided into three 
classes, to be severally numbered first, second and third. The term of office 
of the first class shall expire at the end of one year, of the second class at 
the end of two yeai's, and of the third class at the end of three years ; but' 
each class shall continue in office until their successors rfre elected, and have 
taken the oath of office.. 

§ 3. At every annual election for city officers in said city after the n^xt, 
Uiere shall in like manner be elected two commissioners of common schools, 
to supply the places of those whose term of office is about to expire ; they 
shall hold their office for three years, and until then* successors are elected, and 
have taken the oath of office. ' The term of office of all commissioners elect- 
ed pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall commence on the first Mon* 
day after the iirst l^onday in March next succeeding their election. 

§ 4. The common council of said city may make appointments of commis- 
sioners of common schools, to fill vacancies whicii may occur from any Cause 
other than the expiration of the term of office of the.person elected. Vhfy 
commissioners so appointed, shall hold their office for the unexpired term of 
those to supply wbose places tbey are appointed. 

§ 5; Any commissioner of common schools in said city may be removed 
from office for official misconduct, by tlie cpmmon council thereof, by a vote 
oi two-thirds of t)ie members, ti^reof. 

§ 6. The commfsaioners of common schools in said city shall constitute a 
bpard t be sty led thd ** Coipmissioners of Comnoop Schools in the city of tTtic^** 
vhieh flhall be a corporate body ui rektion to all ^ powers aaa i^iyLU99.coi|^* 



ferred upon^them by yirtae of this act ; a majority of the board shall form 
a quorum. At their first meeting after each aoDual city election, they shall ^ 
' * electone'of their number chairman, and whenever the chairman shall be ab~ 

sent from a meeting of the boanl, they may appoint a chairman pro tempore; 
they shall also elect a clerk who shall hold his office during the pleasure of 
the board ; the said commissioners shall receive no compensation for their 
services. 

§ 7. The clerk of said board shall keep a record of the proceedings there- 
of, which record, or a transcript therefrom, certified by the chairman and 
clerk, shall be received in all courts as prima facie evidence of the facts 
therein set forth ; and such record!^, and all the books, papers, and accounts 
of the said board, shall at all times be subject to the inspection of the common 
council, and of any committee thereof. 

§ 8. The common council of the said city shall have the power, and it 
shall be their duty, to raise from time to time by tax upon the real and per- 
sonal estates in' said city, which shall be liable'to taxation for the ordinaly 
city taxes, or for town or county charges, such sums as may be determined 
and certified by the said board of of commissioners, to be necessary or proper 
for any or all of the following purposes ; 

1. To purchase, lease or improve sites for school houses . 

2. To build, purchase, lease, enlarge, alter, improve and repair school hous- 
es and their out l^ouses and appurtenances : 

I 3. To purchase, exchange, improve, and repair school apparatus, books, 

furniture and appendages : ' 

4. To procure fuel and defray the contingent expenses of the common 
schools, and the expenses of the district library of said city, and the contin- 
gent expenses of said board of commissioners including the salary of the 
clerk of said board, aad to meet any deficiency which shall occur in the pay- 
ment of the wages of teachers of the said schools, after applving to the pay- 
ment tjiereof, the school moneys appropriated and provided m said city, and 
the tuition fees which shall be collected as hereinafter provided ; which shall 
be in addition to the amount of school moneys now or hereafter appropriated 
or provided by law, for common schools in said city ; provided, nevertheless, 
that such tax shall not be laid oftener than once in each year; and that the 
whole amount to be raised shall not in any one year exceed the sum of three 
thousand dollars. 

§ 9. The common council shall cause the amount of the tax at any time 
ordered to be raised in pursuance of the last section, to be added to the 
amount which they are otherwise authorized by law to raise by tax in said 
city, and they shall cause the same, with the collectors* fees thereon, to be "as- • 
sessed, levied and collected at the same time by the same warrant, and in the 
same manner with the taxes raised for city expenses, under and by virtue of 
the forty-fourth section of the act to incorporate said city 

§ 10. All moneys to be raised pursyant to the provisions of this act, and 
all school moneys by law appropriated to or provided for said city, shall be 
paid to the treasurer of the said city, who together with the sureties upon his 
official bond, shall be accountable therefor in the same manner as for other 
moneys of the said city ; the said treasurer shall also be liable to the same 
penalties for any official misconduct in relation to the said moneys, as for tiny 
- similar misconduct in relation to the other moneys of the city. 

§ 11. After the passage of this act the treasurer of the said city shall not 
pay out any moneys in his hands received by the said city, either as school 
moneys, or collected or received by virtue of any of the provisions of this act, 
•xcepting upon an order drawn upon him, and signed by the chairman and 
elerk. of the said board of commissioners, atid no such order shftll be drawn 
except by virtue of a resolution of the board. • * 

§ 12. The said board may cause a suit or suite to be prosecuted in the 

oai|iQ<)f,the city of -Utica, upqn the official bond of the treatoer, or of any 

colle,ctoi^ of the said city, for any detolt, delinquency or official misconduct in 

riplatidi^ to 'the collection, ^e keeping ior payment of any Booneya in this abt 
ftehtiofieS/ ''- *••"'* i ^-^^^ ^ : A^T^.-j: fii ^i^M^j.uUu^r-i ii ^/P^a7t'j.iTif 



rs. The «&id hftard shall have power, and it shall he their 4iity ■: 

1. To establish ar d organize such and so many common schools in said city, 
^inclading the common and free schools now existing therein) as they shall 
<Leem requisite and expedient, and to alter and discontinue the ^ame. 

2. To purchase or lure school houses, and rooms and lots or sites for school 
lioujtee, and to fence and improve them as they deem proper. 

8. Upon such lots or sites, and upon any sites now owned by said city, to 
build, enlarge, alter, improve and repair school houses, out houses and appur- 
tenances as they may deem advisable. ^ 

^ 4. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair sdiool apparatus, books, fur- 
■iture and appendages, and to provide fuel lor the schools, and defray their 
contingent expenses and the -expenses of the distriet library. 

6. To have the custody and safe keeping of the school iiouses, out houses, 
apparatus, books, furniture and appendages, and to see that the ordinances of 
the common council in relation thereto be observed. 

6. To contract with and empUy all teachers in the common schools and at 
their pleasure to remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers «ut of the school moneys which shall 
be appropriated and provided in the said city, so far as the same shall be suf- 
ficient, and the residue thereof from the tuition fees they shall be authorized 
to collect or receive as herein provided ; and in ease the said school moneys 
and tuition fees shall be insufficient* to pay such wages, then to pav the de- 
ficiency out of the moneys to be raised by the common council of said city in 
pursuance q£ the eighth section of this act. 

8. To fix the rate of tuition <fees in said schools at a sum not exceeding 
two dollars per term, which shall be a period of not less than eleven weeks, 
and to designate a person or persons to whom the same may be paid pre- 
vious to issuing a warrant for the collection thereof, and to exempt from the 
payment of the whole or any part of the tuition fees, such persons as they may 
deem entitled to such exemption, for indigence or any other sufficient cause, 
and cause a list of the persona so exempted, with the extent of their exemp- 
tion, to be kept by the clerk of the board. 

9. To defray the voecessary contingent expenses of the board, including an 
annual salary to the clerk, which shaU not exceed one hundred dollars, provi- 
ded that the account of such expenses shall first be audited and allowed by 
the common council. ' 

10. After the end of eaeh school term to make out a rate bill eontaining 
the name of each person liable to pay tuition fees, who shall not have paid 
them (prior to the making out of such rate bill) to the person or persons des. 
ignated by the board for that purpose, and the amount ror which such person 
is liable, addding thereto a sum not exceeding five cents on each dollar of the 
sum due, for coUector's lees, and to annex to such rate bill a warrant for the 
ooUection thereof. 

11. To delivei' such rate bill, with the warrant annexed, to one of the col- 
lectors of taxes «f said city, who shall execute the same in like manner and 
with like e .ecL^ with the other warrants for the collection of taxes placed in 
his hands ; or lu \ 4 discretion, to deliver the same to a collector to be ap- 
pointed by said boara of comnoissioners, who shall, if required by said board* 
execute to said oommiasioners in their corporate capacity, a bond, with one or 
more sureties, to be approved by said commissioners, or a majority of them, 
which bond, as to its penalty and conditions, shall be the same as is by law 
Bequired to be executed by the collectors of school districts ; and the said 
board of commissioners shall have the same power and authority in regard to 
said bond and ihe collection thereof, as the trustees, of school districts have by , 
law, in regard to the bonds given by collectors of school districts ; and the 
said collector shall have the same power in the execution of said warrant, that 
tM collectors of taxes of said city have by virtu? 0^ this act. 

. 1%, To have in; all respects the su^iintendepce, superyi^Qu and manag^^ 

ment of the common school^ in said city, and from time to time to adop^ air 

ivc, EMMlifjr And repeal, a9 they ma^ d^an e^^dif^n^ i:9l^,ao)i,^[Sgi}lA^«f;i^ for> 

eir organization, government and iostruetion, for the reception j|(|Mj^^lN^ 



their transfer from one school to another, and generally for the promotioa of 
their good (U-der, pro^^pority and public utility. 

18. Wlicnevor, in llio opini«»u of the b.^ard, it mny be advisable to sell any 
of the school houses, L>t'^ or sites, or any of the school property now or hereaf- 
ter beh)nging to the city, to report the same to the common council. 

14. To prepare and report to the common council such ordinances and re- 
gulations as may be noces.^ary or proper for the protection, eafe keeping,. care 
and preservation of school houses, lots, site.; and appurtenances, and all the 
property belonging to the city, connected with, or appertaining to the schools 
and to suggest proper penalties for the violation of such ordinances and ref- 
lation^ ; and annually to determine and certify to the said com/nion oouncil- 
tlie sums in their opmiou necessary or proper to be raised under the eiglitk 
section of this act, specifying the suras required for each of the several pur- 
poses therein mentioned. 

15. To unite with the commissioners of schools of any adjoining town, and*' 
Ibrm, regulate and alter any district out of any portion of the said city and 
such town, whenever they shall deem it necessary and proper to do so, in 
which case, so far as such district or districts are concerned, and said board 
shall, during the existence of such districts, have the same powers and duti^ 
which the comniissionery of schools in tou ns have. • 

1 6. Between the first day of July and the fii-st day of Au^et in each year, 
to make and transmit to the county clerk a r-oport in writing, bearing date the 
first day of July in the year of its transmission, and statinsj^, 

1. The whole number of districts separately set off within the said city, 
in pursuance of subdivision fifteen of this section : 

2. An account and description of all the common schools kept in said 
city during the preceding year, and the time they have severally beesb 
taught : 

8. The number of children taught in the said schools respectively, and the 
number of children over the age of five and under sixteen [21 J years residing in' 
the city on the first day of January ^f that yeai* : 

4. The whole amount of school moneys received by the treasurer of the 
said city during the preceding year, distinguishing the anoount received 
from the county treasurer, from the town collector, and from any other and 

' trhat source : 

5. The' manner in which such moneys have been expended, and whether 
any and what part remains unexpended, and for what cause : ^ 

6. The amount of money received for tuition fees during the year, and the 
amount paid for teachers' wages, in addition to the public moneys with such 
other' iniormation as the superintendent of common schbold may irom time to 
time require. 

§ 14. All persons collecting or receiving tuition fees pursuant to the des- 
ignation, or the warrant of the said board, shall be liable for all moneys thus 
collected or received by them in the same maoaer as ooUectorB ore for mon- 
eys received by them for taxes, and any collector of the said city, and hi» 
sfireties shall be liable upon his official bond, for any default, delinquency, neg- 
lect or misconduct, in the duties with which he may be charged under or hy 
virtue of this act, in the same manner and with the hke e&oet as fbr any other 
offidal default, delinquency, neglect or misconduct ; and such oc^lector shi^ 
also be liable to the same penalties for any stich official misconduct as for 
any similar miseondtio^ in relation to any other duties of his office. 

% \6. The warrant annexed to any rate bill j)ursuant to the provisions of 
this act, ^all be under the hands of the commissioners, or a ibajority of them, 
'and shaJl command the collector to collect ifrom every person in sncb rate b&tt 
named, the sum therein set opposite his nunc, and in case any person so nam- 
ed, shall not pay midi sum on demand to levy the same, together wit|i the- 
fees of said collector, by dbtress and sale of goods said ehattels of the perseii' 
'Whd ottgfat to pay the same, or of any goods and chattels ift his posseaaitei, 
whercfeocjrer the same may be found m the eity of Utica, and to ma^e return 
i^ uvukt wAivaot to the treflisorer of said «ity, wilbk tlirty dftyvaflrer ib# d«K 
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.§15. Such T\'r»rniiit.- ?ha!l hhve the like foroo-and crPect fis Tr^rrnnt.> J '>v.cd 
by the boards of supervisors to the Cdlleolcr-? of town^, and the colh-ctor^^ of 
the s:'.id eity nre authorized to collect the smi'-uiit ilwo from nny per.-oii or por- 
s '11- in the ^nid city, in the ^•nl'lc ninnncr and "\^'itll the same pcAver thnt col- 
lectors (»f a school di.-trict have for the collection of tax or nitl» bills ifsiied hj 
the trn-itee=5 of school district-^. 

^ 17. The board of (commission or s shall po<sP!*fc! the snmo power? which the 
trustees of school districts have for the collection of tnition. fees, which shall 
not be collected by the warrant isbued by them with rate bills, and subject to 
the same regulations ; and -they may in like manner as the trustees of 
"school districts, correct and amend errors in making out any rate bill, and refund 
to any person any sum iinpi-operly collected in conteqitcnce of such error, 

^18. It shall be duty of the said board in all their expenditures and con- 
tracts to have reference to the amount of moneys which will be subject to 
their order during the then current year, for the particular expenditures in ' 
question. 

§ 19. The said board of commi.ssioncrs shall be the trustees of the district 
library in said city, and all the provi^ious of the act entitled, ** An act re- 
•pectinj^the Hchool District Libraries," passed April 15, 1839, and all other 
laws which now are or may Hereafter be pa.<sed relating to district school li- 
braries, ^hall apply to the said commissioners in the same manner as if thej 
Were trustees of a school district comprehending the said city ; they shall 
also be vested with the discretion as to the disposition of the numeys apjiro- 
priated by the fourth section of chapter two hundred and thirty-seven, of the 
Statues of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, which is therein confen*ed up- 
on the inhabitants of school districts. '*It shall be their duty to provide a li- 
brary room and the necessary library furniture, and appoint a librarian, to 
make all purchases of books for the said library, and from time to time to ex- 
change or cause to be repaired damaged books belonging thereto ; they may 
also sell any books which they deem usele.ss, or of improper character, ana 
apply the proceeds^ to the purchase of other books for the said library. 

§ 106. [Title X, chap. 184, laws of 1849.] The board of commissioners 
of common schools may from the moneys received by them for the school dis- 
trict library, defray the contingent expenses of the library and the salary of 
the librarian, and ftpply such portion of it as they ipay deem proper to the 
payment of weachers salaries. 

^ 20. It shall be the duty of said board, at least fifteen days before the 
annual election for city officers in each year, to prepare and report to the 
common council true and correct statements of the receipt;? and dujuui'setnents 
of moneys under and in pursuance of the provisions of tnis act during the pre- 
ceding y^ar ; in which account shall be stated under appropriate heads, 

1. The moneys raised by the Common council under the eighth section of 
this act: 

2. The school moneys received by the treasurer of the city from the coun- 
ty treasurer and the collector of taxes for town and county chai'ges in said 
oity : 

3. The moneys received for tuition fees : 

4. AUl other moneys received by the treasmer subject to the order of the 
board, specifying tJhe sources : 

5. The manner in which such moneys shall have been expended, specifying 
tiiie amoimt paid under each head of expenditure ; 

And the common council sliall, ten days before the said election cause the 
same to be published, with the statement required to be published by the 
thirty-thii'd section of the act to incorporate the said city. 

§ 21. The said board shall be subject to the rules and regulations from 
time to time made by the superintendent of common schools so far as the same 
may b^ applicable to them, and not inconsistent itiih. the provifiions of this. 

»Gt. 
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§ 22. The common council of sudcity shall have the power, and it shall 
be their duty to pass Ruch ordinances and regulations as the said board of 
oom mission ers may report as necessary and proper for the protection, safe 
keeping, care and preservation of the school houses, lots, sites, and appurte- 
nances, and all the necessary property belnnging to or connected with the 
schools in said city ; and to impose proper penalties for the violation thereof^ 
subject to the restrictions asd limitations contained in the act to incorporate 
the said city ; and all such penalties shall be collected in the same manner 
that the penalties for violation of the citv ordinances are by law collected ; 
and when collected shall be paid to the treasurer of the city, and be subject 
to the order of the board of commissioners, in the same manner as other mon- 
eys raised pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

§ 23. Whenever the said board shall report to the common council that it 
is advisable to sell any of the school houses, lots or sites, or any of the school 
property now rr hereafter belonging to the city, it shall be the duty of the 
conmion council to sell the same without unreasonable delay, and upon such 
terms as the said council may deem advisable. The proceeds o{ all such sales 
shall be paid to the treasurer of the city, and shall be subject to the or<ter of 
the 8aid board, to he expended by them in the purchase, leasing, repairs o{^ 
improvements of other school houses, lots, school furniture, apparatus or ap- 
puitenances. 

§ 24 The title of the school houses, sites, lots, furniture, books, apparatus 
and appurtenances, and all other school property herein before in this act 
mentioned, shall be vested in the city of Utica ; and the same while used for 
or appropriated for school purposes shall not be liable to be levied upon or 
Bold by virtue of any warrant" or execution, nor be subject to taxation or as- 
sessment for any purpose wljatsoever ;^and the said city in its corporate ca- 
pacity shall be able to take, hold and dispose of any real or personal estate, 
tran-^ferred to it by gift, grant, bequest or devise for the use of common schools 
of the said city, whether the same shall be transferred in terms directly to 
said city by its proper sfyle, or by any other designation or to any other des- 
ignation, or to any person or persons or body, for the UK of said sehools. 

§ 25. All former acts and parts of acts in relation to common and free * 
schools in the said city, inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby 
repealed. v 

[Chap. 66, Lawi of I860.] 

§ 1. Tte board of school commissioners of the city of Utica shall annual- 
ly prepare an e-ftiraate of the amount of money necessary to be raised in the 
said city, for the then ensuing year, for the payment of teachers* wages, ex- 
clu'^ive of the public money and the money required by law to be raised by 
flie county and town by the act establishing* free schools throughout the state, 
and present the same to the board of supervisors of Oneida county, (at their 
annual meeting,) who shall cause' the same to be levied and collected from 
l^e i^aid city in the same manner as other town taxes ; but the sum to be 
raised by virtue of this section, shall not in any year exceed twice the sum 
apportioned to the city from the state sclu»ol moneys. 

I 2. The said board of commissioners shall appoint a superintendent of 
common schools for the city, to hold his office during the pleasure of the 
board, and to perform such duties in the care and oversight of the schools in 
^e city as it may charge him with. He shall be paid' such compensation for 
his services as the board shall from time to time determine, which shall be 
Audited and allowed, a9 other town charges are in the said oity. 
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WILLIAMSBURGH, 

[Lavf8 of 1851, Chap. 171.] 

Alf ACT in relation to common schools in the city of WUliamsburgh. 

Passed April 14, 1861, "tj^ee-fiftbs being present" 

The People of the State of New-York^ represented in Senate and Assembly , 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The trustees of common schools in the city of Williamsburgh, hold- 
ing office at the passage of this act, whose term, under the provisions of 
dmpter one hundred and eighty-one, laws of eighteen hundred and forty -four, 
would expire in May, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, shall hold office until 
tlie first Monday in January, eighteen hundred and fify-two, and no longer. 
^The trustees so holding office, whose term would expire in May, eighteen 
hundred and fifty -three, shall hold office until the first Monday in January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and no longer. And the trustees who shall 
be elected at the annual district meetings in May, eighteen hundred and 
fifty -one, shall hold office until the first Monday in January, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, and no longer. 

§ 2. At each annual election for charter officers hereafter to be held in 
said city, there shall be chosen in each ward, one trustee of common schools, 
whose term of office shall commence on the first Monday in January next 
succeeding his election,* and continue three years. All persons Qualified to 
vote for members of the common council in said city, shall be entitled to vote 
for school trustees, and the election shall be conducted in the manner pre- 
scribed by law for other elections ; provided, that a separate box shall be 
provided in each election district, to receive the votes of electors for said 
trustees, and that the ballots used in such election, shall be endorsed " school." 
Vacancies in the office of school trustee shall be filled at the election next 
succeeding their occurrence ; but persons chosen to fill the same, shall hold 
• office only for the residue of the term broken by the occurrence of such 
vacancy. All persons shall be eligible to the said office, who may be eligible 
by law to the common council. 

§ 8. The three school trustees of each ward*, in office at the same time, 
ehall manage and control the common schools of such ward, in conformity to 
the provisions of this act, and the laws of this state. 

§ 4. The trustees of common schools of the several wards of said city, 
shall in joint meeting, form a board of education. The said board shall 
have the general supervision of the schools of said city, and shall have power 
to make such rules for determining the qualifications of teachers in said 
schools, and ensuring uniformity of books and school discipline, as they may 
deem best for the interests of education. The said board shall maintain 
schools for colored children, and shall have power to establish, manage, and 
control evening schools, using for such purpose, such, school house or school- 
houses as they may elect ; and when the same may appear to be demanded 
by the wants of the people, they may establish, manage and control an 
academy or high school. The board of education shall make its own by- 
laws, not inconsistent with the laws of this state ; and shall choose from 
their own number, antiually, a president, and also a clerk, who shall keep a 
faithful record of the proceedings of the board. 

g 6. The several boards of school trustees shall by or before the first 
Monday of March in each j^ear, prepare and file with the city clerk, a detail- 
ed estimate of the necessary expenses of conduc ing the schools in their 
wards respectively for the year commencing on the first day of May follow- 
ing, specifying in such estimate, the amount necessary for teachers' wages» 
for books, for maps, and other school apparatus, fur full, for ordinary repairs 
^ of school houses, for contingent expenses, for salary of librarian, for the main< 
' tenaoce and moderate iDcrease of ine libraiies, for furniture, for deficienoies 
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of previon<? appropriation?. The board of ediicatjon shall in like manner, file 
with the city clerk, an estimate of the amounts necessary for their contingent 
expenses, and f(»r conchicting tlie schools for colored children, evening schools, 
and academy maintained bv tliem, spccifyinir the branches of appropriations 
• and the amounts necessary for each as in the case of the ward schools. 

§ 6. The city clerk shall within ten days after the period named in the 
preceding section issue notilfc to the members of the school board of finance 
to meet at an appointed time and place within ten days after the date of 
his notice. Tlie school board of finance shall accordingly meet and consider 
the estimates submitted to them as hereinafter provided, adjourning from 
time to time as they may see fit; provifled. that they shall make a final 
decision respecting "-aid estimates previous to the first Monday of May. The 
paid school nonrd of finance shall have power to reduce, reject, or increase 
the sums named in the said estimates as tliey may think reasonable and 
expedient ; and having determined upon the amount necessary, in their opin- 
ion, for the proper management and support of the schools in each* ward, they |^ 
shall file a statement under the hands of their president and clerk, with the 
trustees thereof, setting forth in detail said necessary amonnt, and the par- 
ticular purposes for which said money shall be used. Having determmed 
upon the amoimt necessary for the proper manngcmcnt and support of the 
schools for colored children, the evening schools, and the academy maintain- 
ed by the board of education, and for the contingent expenses of said board, 
they shall file a statement thereof, similarly detailed, wi^h the president of the 
board of education. They shall also file ciuplicates of said statements with 
the city comptroller and city treasurer. 

§ 7 . The gi-nss amount of money which the said school board of finance 
shall so certify to be necessary for school purposes, less any balance of pre- 
vious appropriations for such purposes remaimng unexpended in the treasury 
and the amount of the distributive share of state school money to which the 
said city shall be entitled, and including a sufficient amount to entitle the citj 
to' such distributive share, shall be added by the common council of the said 
city to the amount of taxes to be levied by them for the year, upon the real 
and personal property of the city ; and shall be paid with other monies raised 
by tax, to the city treasurer. The treasurer shall disburse the same only by 
the order and on the warrant of the schqpl trustees of the several wards, or 
of the board of education by its president and clerk, as the" case may be, 
drawn in favor of the person entitled to payment, and specifiying the partic- 
ular purpose to which the money is to be applied. The treasurer shall honor 
such drafts only so far as tbe specific appropriations by the school board of 
finance shall allow. 

§ 8. The school'board of finance shall consist of the mayor of th*» city 
the members of the city board of finance, who are not members of the com- 
' mon council and the trustees of common schools. The board shall choose a 
president from its own number. The city clerk shall be the clerk of said 
board, and shall keep a faithful record of its proceedings, entering the yeas 
and nays on every vote upon an appropriation. A majority of the school 
trustees, with a majority of the members of the board, shall be a quorum 
fbr the transaction of business, but a less number may adjourn from time 
to time. 

§ 9. When the purchase of real estate, or the erection of an edifice for 
school or academy purposes may be decided by the board of education to be 
necessaiy, they shall file the vote by which such decision shall have been made, 
including an estimate of the extreme amount of money necessary for such 
purchase or erection, with the city clerk who shall lay the same at its next 
meeting before the common council of the said city. If said common eouB- 
oil after due deliberation, shall also determine the same to be expt'dient, the 
said common council ^all lay before the people, at the next election, the , 
questioa whether they approve of the proposea erection or purehase ; and if 
a majority of the ballots oast for and against such prop<»9ltion shall prove to^ 
be in favor thereof, the said common council' shall teke meaecires to cany Hie 
/ 



^65 

• 

3auie iuLo tii'ect. And for iJii-- j>urj)u.-e tlie said couimon council t-ludi Liivc 
])u\vt;r to iiCul tiie nei'eiifiiry aiiKuiiiu to the aniiiiai laxcs, provided tliat tliey 
liiay lit their uiioretioii, liiviiio tiich aiiiouiit iuto yearly iik.iahueLits, and 
make temporary loans iu anticipation thereof. 

i? 10. 'ihe title of the properly now held by the t^everal school diatrlcls 
(•f the town 1)1 Vv'ii.',la!nsburi;li, and of alt real estaie and buildin_;-s puvcha.-ed 
lani erected muler ihi?? aet, i^haii ve^t iu ihe city of ^Vdiiani^buryil ; and no 
sacli property srimil bo boid or otlierwi&e diverted from u.-e f<»r educaiitmal 
purpo.-jes, "without the reeovnniendation ov eoitent of the boanl of edueatii.iD, 
ill ca&e ui such bale or diver.-^ion, ihe value of such property (-iiall be applied 
to the purchase or erection of other property for educational purposei-, or to 
the redncLion of taxed for sciioui jjuipo^es, as may be recommended by the 
ijoara of education. , 

ft 11. if bv any imforseen Cii>ualtv, dama';e sli^dl occur to the biiildiriii's 
iield by the city for educational purposes, beyond the amount pro})erly ap- 
propriated for repairs of surh building's, the common council shall cause such 
(.lamage to be repaired, and make special appropriations therefor. If such 
damage occur by fire, and is covered by insurance, the tr'^asurer shall collect 
the in^ul'ance ; and the amount appropriated by the couimon council to pay 
ibr repairs of damage to buildings, leri^ the amount, if any, recoivetl on account 
t'f insurance in er,::e ^■aid damsii'-ci occur bv^ ihe. sh;>!l be added bv the common 
council to the annual taxes next to be levied by them. 

§ 12. The city comptroller shall caube to be and keep insured, all build 
iijui'f held by tlic city for scliov.l purposes, for a --uihcicht amount, in a compa- 
ny or compaides of good stnnding ; and the expense of such insurance, if 
upon a ward school house, shall be paid by the warrant on account of coOf 
lingcnt expenses of the .-ch^J^ 1 trcu^teos of the wr.'<! in which sueli school 
house is situated; and if upon a buildng u<ed Ibr'a >chtol for colored chil- 
dren, or for an aciidcmy, by the warrant on same account of the board of 
etlucatiou. 

i"^ to. Tlie oiiice of supenntondent of common ^cho()lr, for the town of 
Av'iiiiamsburgh, is hereby aboii.-hed. The sums to whicli the schools of t^aid 
city 'hall be entitled by the laws of this state, and t^ liich would be paid tc 
Mich ■superintendent for disfribuvion, shall be paid to the treasurer of the city 
of ^V'iliiams burgh. 

§ 14. The president of the board of education, Shall make frequent vis- 
itations of the schools and aciulemy, if such there be, of said city, reportmg 
from time to time to.the board their condition, and ti^.e measures necessary 
in hid opinion, to improve their etliciency and usefulness. 

§ 15. The common schools of the city of Williamsburgh, sliall be free to 
all children 'Of said city, between the ages of live and sixteen yeais inclu- 
sive; provided, that a ;-eparale .school or schools for cidored children shall be 
maintained by the board of education. The sai>l board ^hall prescribe the 
terms of admission to the evening schools and to the .city academy, if any 
shall be established under this act ; b\it they shall not make the payment of 
uay money for entrance or tuition necessary to such admission. 

^16. The of.Ice of district clerk is here'oy aboli.-hed. The books and 
papers in the hands of the clerks of the several school districts of said city 
at the expiration of the year one thousand eight hundred ami ^ty-one,. shall 
be placed in the hands of the school trustees of the corresponding wards. 
The said trustees shall keep correct records of their proceedings, and have 
the custody of aU the papers and recoids relating to their t^everal wards, 
except the deeds and mununents of title to the real estate held for school 
purposes, which shall be deposited with die city com].)trollor. 

§ 17. The term of otTice of the librarians of the several school distiicts 
r.f the town of Williamsburgh, shall expire on the first -Monday in Jarfuary, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two ; and the school trustees of each 
ward shall annually thereafter appoint a librar'fin. The said ti'ustocs shall 
eoutinuo to maintain a public library, which shall be free to all inhabitants 
of the ward exercising the same powers in regardto them with which they 
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are now by law invested The public money designated as " library money," 
shall with other public money as provided by section thirteen of this act be 
paid to the city treasurer ; but so much only of such library money shall be 
appropriated to the purchase of library books or school apparatus as may be 
required W the trustees of the several wards and authorized by the school 
board of finance as pruvid^^ in section five and section six of this act. 

§ 18. The monies paid or payable under chapter 181, laws of eighteen 
hundred and forty-four, to the trustees "of the several school districts of the 
said city before the first day of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, shall 
continue to be held and disbursed by them until that time. The said trus- 
tees shall then render to the city comptroller a full and correct account of 
their receipts and disbursments for the previous year, and shall pay over to 
the city treasurer any school monies remaining in their hands. 

§ 19. The common council of the city of Williamsburgh sjiall provide 
for the payment of loans lawfully made by the several school districts, so far 
-as the same shall not be paid by appropriations made previous to the first 
day of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-two. And for this purpose they 
shall have power to add the necessary amount to the annual taxes of said 
city. 

y 20. The said common council shall have power to borrow money tem- 
porarily in anticipation of taxes for school purposes as for other purposea 

§ 21. The, board of assessors for s^iid city for the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two shall estimate the value of the real estate of said city held for 
school purposes in each ward, deducting therefrom the amount of indebted- 
ness due or chargeable .upon such property on the first day of May, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, and shall determine the ratio which said value bears 
to the whole assessed valuation of the real and personal property in such 
ward. They shall file with the city comptroller a statement of such value 
and ratio ; and if such ratio shall v>ary m the several wards, the common 
council of said city shall gradually, at their discretion, so discriminate in levy- 
ing the taxes upon the seveM wards, that each shall as near as may be, bear 
a just^oportion according to its assessed valuation of the expenses of the 
property already purchased and erected for school purposes. 

§ 22. The board of education shall provide l^or taking an annual censns 
of all the children of the on the thirty-first day of December in each 

year, between the ages of five and sixteen yeai's inclusive, which enumer- 
ation with all other information now required by law of school trustees and 
town superintendents, they shaH cause to be forwarded to the state superin- 
tendent of' common schools. The expense of such enumeration shall be paid 
by their warrant out of monies appropriated to their use for contingent ex- 
penses. • 

§ 23. For the purposes of all acts which have been or may be passed by the 
legislature of this state, providing for an equal division of public money 
among the school districts of this state, the city of Williamsburgh shall be 
deemed to contain as many school districts as school houses. 

§ 24. Wo ofiicer elected or appointed under this act shall receive any 
compensation for his services, except the librai'ian. 

§ 25. Chapter 181, laws of eighteen hundred and forty-four, and all oth- 
er acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act, are here- 
by repealed. ' 

§ 26. This act shall take effect on the first Monday iji January, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, except as herein otherwise provided, 

WILLIAMSVILLE. 

[Laws of 1846, Chap. 119.] 

§ 1. The trustees of the school district at the village of WilliamsviUe, in 
the town of Amherst and county of Erie, are hereby authorized, if the inhab- 
itants of said district shall at any re^^ular school district meeting so direct 
to make thereafter, and until the said inhabitaote shall in like manner other- 



wise direct, separate and distinct rate bills, for the payment of the wages of 
the teachers in the primary and higher department of the schools kept in the 
said district, in such manner to colJect on account of scholars attending each 
department, such balance as may be justly due for the wages of the teacher 
or teachers in that department, after the application to that purpose of such 
share of the public moneyjs as shall be apportioned to eacji department by such 
trustees, by giving to each such proportion of the whole sum applicable to 
the payment of teachers' wages in both depai'tments, as the number of schol- 
lars who shall have attended such department during the time for which such 
rate bill is to be made, shall bear to the whole number of scholars attending 
both of such departments during th^ same period. 

INDIAN SCHOOLS. 

Laws of 1846, Cliap. 114; Laws of 1847, Chap. 238. 

AN ACT to provide for the edttcation of children of the Orfondaga Indians 
in the county of Onondagat and the children of the other Indians residing 
in this state. 

. Passed April 30, 1846. 

The People of the State of Neta-Yorky represented in Senate and Assembly y 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1 . The agent of the Onondaga Indians in the coimty of Onondaga, ap- 
pointed under the authority of this state, is hereby authorised, with the con- 
sent of the chiefs of the said tribe of Onondaga Indians, to cause to b^ built 
and furnished a good and sufficient school house on the Onondaga reserva- 
tion, at an expense not exceeding three hundred dollars, for the accommoda- 
tion of the Indian children residing on such reservation ; and to organize a 
school therein, and the sum of three hundred dollars is herieby appropriated 
for the payment of the expense of erecting and furnishing said school-house. 

§ 2. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annually is herebj^ appro- * 
priated for the term of five vears, for the payment of the wages of a teach> 
er or teachers, and of the otner expenses of maintaining such school. 

§ 5. The sums appropriated by the first and second sections of this act 
shall be paid from time to time to the said agent of the Onondaga Indians 
on his giving to the people of this state and filing with the state superinten- 
dent of common schools, a bond with Satisfactory sureties, to be approved 
by such superintendent conditioned for the proper and faithful expenditure 
oif all moneys paid to him, or which shall come int* his hands by virtue of 
this act, and for the rendering to such superintendent annually in the month 
of October, a just and ,true account of all his receipts and expenditures, under 
the provisions of this act 

§ 7. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars is also hereby appropri- 
ated for the building and furnishing a school house on the lands of the St. 
Regis Indians, in this state ; and the further sum of two hundred dollars per 
year, for the term of five years, is hereby appropriated for the payment of 
wages of a teacher of the school, to be kept m said school house, and for the 
payment of the other expenses of said school '^e moneys appropriated by 
this section shall be paid from time to time to the agent of the said St. Regis 
Indians, on his giving to the people of this state, and filing with the state 
superintendent of <fommon schools, a bond with satisfactory sureties, to be 
approved by such superintendent, conditioned for the proper and faithful ex- 
penditure within this state, of all moneys paid to him, and which shall come 
into his hands by virtue of this act, and for rendering to the said superin- 
tendent annually, in the month of October, a just and true account of all his 
receipts and expenditures by virtue of this act. 

§ 8. The sums "hereby appropriated shall be paid out of the income of 

the United States deposit fund ; and the last two of i4he several annual pay- 

e n ts herein provided for, shall not be paid for the Indians residing on either 
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:i..iiu have ^■.ll.: Lut'-ry ovi 1 i:i .'O t^at. a .s •Ii.:<)l ija^ b^it-n k-.-j^t in paid j^cIkmVi 
i.)iM' for lK'j it-'i-ai of at lo.i>& .s>x iiDiiths (li.r;.!; :!iv) pvoje liug yoar ; such 
t.>.'c.il .' ]) -r ccut-. triiall be c.vpi iiJ*.'! by :^uobc.»al;ll;^-i >iier Ibr the support and 
iiUiiaLcnaLit^o \.f tliu -.th ;ol ui* :ch,.1.3 <;n ihe rur'^i'w.tiou, (-O'/apicd by the 
la lians payin;^ the ^ani'.'. 

. o 'J. Tho sc!io()l-3 ()r'j;aiiiz(\T and estivilNlied bv vlKtue of'tln-* act, hliall be 
subject to the visitatiiu and inspection of the t--uperinteiuk*nt of common 
.'.-che.'h <tf tlij LM-.vn and county where the srane .-)i.dl hr. :-iti:ale.]. 

-* X ACT m'-'''l:irf a.-tproprhfions for ui'HrJinrf av<^ fi'Tuhhlnn srjiool house-fy 
and proiudtitr/ Jul' l.'c'' cui'.ca'io.t of ihe ciuldrcii oj hiduins, rtiitdlng on the 
Cat tar a If JUS' I' ltd Allfyawij reser cations. 

Passed May 7, 1847, "three-fifths being prcpent"" 

71ie FcopU of the State of New York, rcprcHculcd in Senate and yUsemoIi/, 
do ciact as follows : 

^ 1. '{'lie FU 11 of th.reo li'inih-cd dollar. ^ i-< h-?rcby ii])propriated fvn' the 
hai'.ilin^ an-l uirni.^liin:^ a s-'liool Idu^c on the Oattaragns reservation, and the 
like sum of three hundred d-jUars is hereby appropriated for the building 
{ n 1 fur-ii-liJ)j- JL i.'hx');] h *;i--e c.n rhe All-.-'canvre-i rviV.l m; siicli sehool h-^uses 
to bo for u--e, acconinKHhit ion and education of tha Indian children rej-iding 
on the said re.-^ervations. 

§ 'i. Ihe snm« :ip;>ropriated by this act, and all appropriations .made, 
or thr.t liereaf.er nviy be nuide for th« c4uc;'ri)u of tlie ehil Iren- of Indians 
^e^x•lil||f c»n ti.e ('alUii-an^'u-i and Alle^"-'.ny re. ervaUt^ni, siiall he paid out of 
the in 'ome of the United States depo.^ite fund, to Clie^er I£ow, or his aue- 
«•■;-, -r, o:\ hi-, c'xecntin',' t-> tiic pe ►pie oi tiiis stare, and iiliag with the snper- 
iut<nident of cornniun seliooLi. a bond in the penalty of t^^o thousand dollars, 
with such sureties as shall be approved by the eaid superintendent, con- 
diti<'ned for the faithfiii expenditure of, and aecomiting for all moneys which 
i^iiall be received by him under this c^et ; and he : hall, annually, in the month 
of October, re.-ider an aecoun'o to the comptroller, of all receipta and <?xpen- 
ditnre^^ bv him. » • 

s< 4. 'the appropriations made for the edu?aLion of Indian ebildren. re* 
f^idiuti,- -^n sail reservation-^, for eighteen hundred and, forty -eight, and there- 
ai'rer, :4iali noi be expjUvlod b}' the said comnn-.-ioaer, until the. chiefs of the 
Indians residing on said reservations shall pay to the said commissioner, 
twenty per cent, of the sum.'* so appropriated, respectively, in each year, to 
i>e applied by him to tlio niainteiiance of the eaid seliocls ; nor ahall the 
sums > ) apprtjpi-iat'Hl be paid to the said C'-'huuis ioncr unless the superin- 
tendent of common schools shall have satisfactory evidence that schools 
have been kept on the said ye nervations, rc>peetiTely, for at least six months 
duiing the prece-Jing year. 

§ 5. In case the said Chester Howe shall decline to accept the trust here- 
by conferred, or to execute the bond hereby ret^uired, or in case of his death, 
inability or resignation, the comptroller of this state may appoint some fit 
anil prope;- innson or per: on s to supply saeh vaeancy, wh'o, U|Dt>n executing 
the b<md herein required, fhall be entitled to receive and expend themoaeys 
hereby appropriated, and shall account for the same in tlie manner and iqMti 
the condition? herein provided. • 

ct 6. The schools established under this act. shall be sabjecttothe visitation 
and inspection of the county and town suT)?rintendents of common school?, 
of the county and town in which they fc^hall be kept. 
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{y7IUf». 164^ J^m «/ 183^, JfUvw4d hy Chap. S9» Xoaof y 1846.] 

AN" ACT for the relief of the Shinecock tribe of Indiane. 

PsMed April Id, 1881. 

g 1. The saperintendent of common schools shall in every year hereafter 
upportioii from school moneys, the sum of eighty dollars in addition to the 
amount to which the county of Suffolk is now entitled by law ; which sum 
shall be paid on the first day of February in every year on the warrant of 
the comptroller to the treasurer *of said county. 

§ 2. The treasurer of said- county shall apply for and receive the said 
sum as soon as the same becomes payable, ana shall hold the same subject 
to the order of the town superintenoenE of common schools of the town of 
Southampton, whose duty it shall be to receive and expend the same in the 
payment of iJie wages of a competent school teacher or teachers, to be by 
them employed in instructing the children between the ages of five and six- 
teen years, belonging to the Shinecock tribe of Indians residing in said 
town. 

§ 3. The said town superintendent shall hereafter include in the annual 
report^ a statement of the lengUi of time that a school has been taught in 
pursuance of this act ; the number of children taught in said school ; the 
manner in which such moneys have been expended ; and whether any and 
how much remains unexjpended, and for what cause, and shall pay such bal- 
ances if any, to their successors in office, to be by them expended as herein 
before provided. 

[LawB of 1861, Chap. 243.] 

AN ACT to protfide for the education of the children of the Ihtecarora In- 
dians, in the county of Niagara. ' 
Passed June 20, 1851, ** three-fifths being present.'* 

27ie People of the State cf NievhYork, represented in Senate ana Assembly ^ 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The sum of two hundred dollars a year, for the term of two years is 
hereby appropriated for the support of a scnool or schools to be kept far the 
education of the children of the Tuscarora Indians, on the Tuscarora Reser- 
vation, in the county of Niagara. 

§ 2. The sum appropriated by first section of this act shall be paid by the 
treasurer on the warrant of the Comptroller, as the same may from time to 
time be ^ranted, out of the hicome of the United States Deposite Fund to 
William Mount Pleasant, on his executing and giving to the people of this 
State and filing with the Superintendent of c6mmon schools a bond with 
satisfactory sureties, to tie app^ved by the county Judge of the county of 
, Niagara, by an endorsement of such approval upon said bond, conditioned 
for the faithful expenditure of all moneys paid to him, or which shall come 
into his hands by virtue of this act and for rendering to said superintenden 
annually in the month of October, a just «uid true account of ail his receipts 
and disbursemeats by virtue of this act 

§ 8. It shall be the duty of the said William Mount Pleasant to whom 
the money is from time to time paid by virtue of this act, to expend the same 
in the payment of teachers for the education of the children of the IncUans 
on the Reservation aforesaid. 

[Laws of 1861, Chap, 861.] 

AN ACT io provide for the education of the children of the Tonawanda In- 
dians in the county of Oenesee. 

Passed July 1, 1851. "by a two-third vote." 
The People of the State of New York represented in Senate and Assembly^ 
do enact asfollovos : 

§ 1. The sum of two hundred dollars a year,for two years, is hereby appro- 
priated for i^e support of a school or schools to be kept for the education of 

24 
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thfi children <^ ^ I'on&wattdA lickdianB, <m Ishe f oruntftttdA fe^tftation, in 
the county ol GTenesee. 

§ 8. The earn ftppi^priated by the first section of this act shall be paid hj the 
treaBorer, on the wammt of the comptroiller, as the same may from time to 
time be wanted, out of l^e income of the United States depoeite limd, to 
"ViTiUiam Farther, on his executing and giTing to the people of Uns state and 
filing with the superintendent of eommim schools a Dond with eatisfiiictorjr 
sureties, to be approved by the couftty jtld^e, of the connij^ of (lenesee, 
by an endorsement of such approval upon said bond, oonditicmed {or the 
fiiithfol expenditure of aU moneys paid to him, or whidi shall come into hia 
hands by virtue of this act, and for rendering to said superintendent annu^ 
alk, of the month of October, a juat and true account of all his receipts and 
disborsements by virtue of this act. 

g 8. It shall be the duty of the said "^^Uliam Parker) to t^hom the ibqi^ 
ey ia from time to time paia bv virtue of this act^ to expend the same in the 
payment of teachers for the education of the children of the Indians on the 
reservation aforesaid. 

§ 4k This act shall take e£^oi immediately. 

DISTRICT SCHOOL JOURNAL. 

[Laws of 1841 Cfhap, 260, as amended by % 11 of Chop. 132, Lems of 1849.} 

g 82. The superintendent of common schools, from ^ear to year, shall be 
authorised to subscribe for so many copies of any periodical published at 
least monthly in this statCi exclusively devoted to the cause of educatioiv 
and not partaking of a sectarian or })arty character, afi shall be sufficient to 
supply one copy to each organized school district in the state ; in which pe- 
riodical, \be statutes relatm^ to common schools, passed at the present* or 
any future session of the Legislature, and the general regulations and decis- 
ions of the superintendent made pursuant to any law, shall be published 
gzatuituously. The said periodical shall be sent to the derk of^each dis^ 
trict, whose dut;^ it shall be to cause each volume to be bound, at the ex- 
pense of the district, and the same shall be preserved in ihe disUrict library 
for the use of the district The expense of said subscription, not exceeding 
twenty-eight hundred dollars annually, shall be paid out of thesorpkis in- 
come arising from tHe moneya deposited with this state, by the tjnited 
States. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

[Lmot of 1844, Ohc^, 811,] 

AN ACT /of the eatabliehtnmU of a Normal School 

Passed Hia^ *l, 1844. 

The Feopie of the State of Ntm York fifpreeewied in Senate and Aeaemhl^ 
do enaat aefbUowe : 

§ 1, The treasurer shall pay on the warrant of the comptroller, to the 
order of the superintendent of common schools from that portion of the 
avails of the literature fund appropriated by chapter two hundred and forty 
one of the laws of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, to the Bvp- 
port of academical departments for the instruction of teachers of convnon 
schools, ^e sum of nine thousand six hundred dollars ; which sum shall br 
expended under the direction of the superintendent of common schools, and 
the regents of the university, in the establishment and support of a normaL 
school for the inatructipn and practice of teachers of commou schools in the' 
science of eduoatlon'and ii^ the art of teaching, to be located in the eounts/ 
of Albany. 
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§ 2. The sum of ten thousand doUars shall, after ihe present year, be 
annually paid by the treasurer on the warrant of the comptroller, to the 
superintendent of common schools, from the revenue of the literature fund, 
for the maintenance and support of the school so established, for five years, 
and until otherwise directed Ibyla'^r. 

§ 3. Thf said school shall be ui)der the supervision, management and 
government of the superintendent of comLmon scnools and the regents of the 
universiiy. llie said superintendent and regents shall from time io time, 
make all needful rules and regulations, to fix the number and cbmpensotioii 
of teachers and others to be employed therein, to prescribe the preliminary ex- 
amination and the terms and conditions on which pupils shall be received and 
instructed therein, the number of pupils from the respective cities and coun- 
ties, conforming as nearly as may oe to the ratio of population, to fix the lo- 
cation of the said school, and the terms and conditions on which the grounds 
and buildings therefor shall be rented, if the same shall not be provided by 
the corporation of the city of Albany, and to provide in all things for the 
good government and management of the said schooL They shall appoint a 
board consisting of five persons, of whom the said superintendent shall be 
one, who shall constitute an executive committee for tne care, management 
and government of the said s^ool under the rules and regulations prescrib- 
ed as aforesaid, whose duty it shall be from time to time to make full and 
detailed reports to the said superintendent and regents, and among other 
things to recommend the rules and regulations which they deem necessary 
and proper for the said school. 

§ 4. The superintendent and regents shall annually transmit to the legis- 
lature a fiiU account of tJieir proceedings aad expencfitures of money under 
this act, together with* a detailed report by said executive committee of the 
progress, condition and prospects oi the schooL 

[L<no9 of 1850, Chap. 89.} 

J I 1. The treasurer shall pay on* the warrant of the comptroller to the 
er of the state superintenaent of common schools, from the general fund, 
a amu not exceeding one thousand dollars per year for the support and edu- 
cation of ten Indian youth in the State Normal School 

§ 21 The selection of such youth shall be. fnade by Uie state superinten- 
dent of common schools from the several Indian tribes located within the 
state ; and in making such selection, due regard shall be had to a just par- 
ticipation in the privileges 'of this act by each of the said several tnbies, and 
if practicable, reference shall also be had to the population of each of said 
tribes in determining such selection. ^ 

§ 8. Such youths shall not be under sixteen years of age, nor shall any of ' 
sudi youths be supported or educated at said Kormal School for a period ex- 
ceedhig three years. 

§ 4. The executive committee of the State Normal School shall be the 
guHrdiana of such Indian youths, during the period of their connection with 
3ie school, and shall pay tneir necessary expanses, not exceeding one hundred 
dollars per year for each pupil to be defrayed out of the money appropri- 
ated by the first section of this act 

§ 6. The Indian pupils selected in pursuance of this act, and attending 
said Normal School, shall enjoy the same privileges of every kmd, as tha 
other pupils attending said school, including the payment of'^ travelling ex- 
penses, not exceeding ten dollars to each pupil. 
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TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

[JOawaof IS^Y, Chap. S61.] 

AN ACT for the establishment of teachers^ institutes. 

Faseed November 18, 1847, "three-fifths being present." 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The treasurer shall pay, on the warrant of the comptroller, to the 
order of the several county treasm-ers of this state, the. several sums of mon- 
ey hereinafter mentioned, not exceeding sixty dollars annually to any one 
county, from the income of the United States deposite fund, to be expended 
for the use and benefit of teachers' institutes as hereinafter provided. 

§ 2. Whenever a majority of town superintendents of common schools 
in any county in this state unite in a recommendation, and file with the 
county clerk thereof a certificate, signifying their desire that a teacher's in- 
stitute should be orgaqized in such county, for the instruction and improve- 
ment of common school teachers for such county, it shall thereupon be the 
duty of such clerk forthwith to appoint thre* town supermtendenta of the 
county, and notify them of their appointment, to constitute an advisory com- 
mittee, to make the necessary arrangements for organizing and managing 
such institute, -and such clerk shall also immediately give such public notice 
in such manner as he may deem most proper to the teachers of common 
schools of the county, and to others who may desire to become such, specify- 
ing a time and place when and where the teachers may meet and form such 
institute. 

§ 3. Whenever any institute shall have been organized as herein provid- 
ed, it shall be the duty of said committee, and they shall have power to se- 
cure two or more suitable persons to lecture before such institute upon sub- 
jects pertaining to common schqpl teaching and discipline, and various edu- 
cational subjects which may be deemed calculated to qualify common school 
teachers, and to elevate the profession of teaching and to improve conunon 
schools; and said committee shall keep an accurate account in items, of the 
necessary expenses of such institute m procuring said lecturers, and other- 
wise, and shall verify said account by affidavit, and deliver the same to the 
county treasurer, to be audited by and filed with him when application shall 
be made to such treasurer, as hereinafter provided. 

§ 4. Whenever any coimty treasurer shall receive satisfactory evidence 
that not less than fifty, or in counties of under thirty thousand population, 
then not less than thirty teachers and individuals intending to become teach- 
ers of common schools within one year, shall have been in regular littendanee 
on the instructions and lectures of the institute in the county duiing at least 
ten working days, he shall audit and allow the account which shall be pre- 
sented to him by the committee as aforesaid, and shall pay over to said com- 
mittee the amount so audited and allowed, not exceeding sixty dollars in 
any one year, to be disbursed by said committee in paying the expenses in- 
curred by the institute as aforesaid. ^ 

§ 6. Every such committee shall annually transmit to the state superin* 
tendent of common schools, a catalogue of the names of all persons who 
shall have attended such institute, with such other statistical information and 
within such time as may be prescribed by said state superintendent 
§ 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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LIBRABY MONEYS. 

[Laws of IS61. C%tfp, 426.] 

AN AOT to amettd the tut entitled, **An act to eetabHshfree tchooh through- 
out the State." « 

Passed July 9, 1861. 

The People of the State of ^ew^Tork, r^epreeewted in Benat!$ and Aetembl^, 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The Act entitled, "An act to establish tree schools throughout the 
State," passed April 12, 1861, shall not be so construed as to prevent or pro- 
hibit the distribution and application of Hbrar j money, in the manner hereto- 
fore prescribed by law. 

§ 2. Nothing m this act contained, shall be so construed as to require the 
^ard of supervisors of each county, to raise a sum of money for library pur- 
poses, equal to the sum which it will receive from the state. 

§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY. 

[X<Kc« 0/1851. ChapA49.] 

AK AOT to authorize the Superintendent of Common Schools to purchase 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary for the Common School Districts of 
this State. 

Passed July 9, 1861. 

The People of the State oflTew-Torkf represented' in Senate and Assembly, dp 

enact asfclltncs : 

• • ■ ""• 

g 1. The state superintendent of common schools shall cause notice to be 
eiven, by circular, to one or more of the trustees of -the several school districtB 
10 this state, on or before the first day of December next, which circular shall 
state the terms, and the funds out of Trhich the same is to be paid ; that Web- 
sters Unabridp^ed Dictionary will be purchased by him, for each of the school 
districts in this state, entitled to participate in the distribution of public mon- 
eys for the support of common scnools : provided such district shall notify .the 
town superintendent of common sdiools of their respective towns, in writing, 
to be signed by a majority of the trustees of any school district that said Dic- 
tionary is wanted by the district giving such notice : such notice to be deliver- 
ed to such town superintendent before the first day of January next. . 

§ 2^ The town superintendent "of c6mm6n schools in each ofihe towns in 
this state, shall, on or before the fifteenth day of January next, iaake out and 
deliver to the county clerk, a compete list of all the school districts in.dieir 
several towns : stating the number of such districts, and shall apnex to i^e 
number of each desiring to purchase Webster's TJnabridged Dictionary, that 
snch district desires to purcnase said dictionary, and shall file a copy of sudi 
list in the ofBce of the tcwn cleifk of their respective towns, on or oefore the 
fifteenth day of January next. 

§ 8. The county clerk of ^acb of the several counties of this State, shall 
tTMismit such list? on or before the first day of February next, to the state 
snperintend^t of common schools. 

g 4. The i^tate superintendent of common schools is authorized to pur- 
chfiuBe of the publishers of Webster*s Quarto Unabridged Dictiouary, such 
niunber of said work as shall be sufficient to supply all the said school dis^ 
trids in the state which shall be found reportea upon such lists as desire to 
purchase the same ; such Dictionaries shall be the latest edition of Web- 
ster's Quarto Unabridged Dictionary, print ed on superior paper, weU bound 
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in leather, tad in all reepetit»,jpetf«4t ; tba prica to be paid shall not exceed 
foOT ddlan per Tolome ; and ebiLll be patd Knvout or the pablic mooiw vhkli 
■hall be apportioucd to the several echool districts of the state for Thich the 
■ame iball be purchased, one half thereof in Oia yekr IBfiS and one balf 
thereof in (he year 18SS, aod the oontraet lot anch purcbase of the said pnb- 
Ushers aball pniride for such terms of payment, and the number of Dictitxi- 
ariea so purchaaed shall be delivered to the state Buperiatendent of common 
schools, before the first da; of April, ISS2, and shall be bj him delivered to 
the town enperiot^ndent of ooroinoii achodi of the respective towns, befiire 
the flnt day of May, ISSS. 

§ G. The teid town su^iatendent shall deliver anch Dietionarj to the 
tmatees of each of the efud several districts ia their respective towns for 
which they shall be purchased as soon thereafter as shall be pracdcable,' and 
dmll retain in his bands the sum of two dollars out of the library moniea 
apportioned to such districts in the fear eighteen hundred and filty-two, and, 
Buch anm out of the library monies, to be apportioned to such dielrict in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-three, as shall be sufficient to pay the balance 
of the purchase price of sudi Dicdonary, not exceeding the sum of two dol- 
lars, and shall deposits the same immediately thereafter with the treasurer 
of their respective counties, and take a receipt for the same and deliver euch 
receipt to the county cle^li of tbeit respeotive counties, to be forwuded by 
such county clerk to the slate superintendent of comlnoh schoola. 

g e. The mtmies so deposited with the treasmers of the respective cona- 
ties shall be subject to .the order of the state superintendent of common 
schools, and shall be by him received and paid to the pubUahen of aaid Dic- 
tionaries npoa his cootraot for Ibe ^aata. 

§ "I. Such dictionary shall be kept in the libraries of the Uteuians of 
the several school diatnots of this etata, daring the time there shall be no 
school taught in ssid district, and aubjeot to the same rules that are applicaUft 
to other books in school district hbraries ; and daring the time a school shall 
be taught therein the said dictionary shall be under the ecolrol of the teach- 
er for the time bemg, and be kept and used in said school 

PROCEEDINGS OF SCHOOL DISTBICTS UNDER ACT 
■ OF 1849. 



[Lata of 18$1. Clap. 600.] 

Passed July 10, I8SI. 



AN AtTT to legalUe the act' of the leveral School J)ulrutt of ih Sl<it4, 
providing for the tupport of OtpAnum School*. 



' the several school districts of this state, proyiding for tlu 
tax, iar the support of common scbools therein, doriiy 
d eight bundreaand forty-nine, one thousand eisht buo- 
or to the first daf of May, one thonsand eight hundred 
the acts of the trustees of said distrtcls, providing ftc 
by tax, for the support of common schools in saia dis- 
our months during each of said years, prior to the &tt 
far as the same are in accordance wUh the act of Uaidi 
I act establishing free schools throughout the state/' and 
hereof^ are hereby declared legal and valid. 
Jsact aliall be coostiued to ^ect any suite wbieh hue 
1st an; trustee, or other officers of said districta, doiug 
or impur any rights of action now existing. 
I take effect munediately. 
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ERBATUM 



Page 342, Paragraph YII "Annual Report of Trustees,'* in the 4th line 
•ubstitute «§ 116, (No. 186") for «§ 115, (N"o. 187.**) 

In Subdivisions 8 and 4 of pamA l^ead ftrike out the words " the hame and 
age of each ehUd,'* so affto make the same oonformalile to thelawat page 
122. 



TO TRUSTEES AND TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS. 



This volume is to be regarded as the property of the district or 
town to which it is sent, and of the Trustees or Town Sup«iQt;end- 
ent in their, ^ffidfll eopineUg : mA ift to be delireredy at the e^- 
ration of their official term, to their successors in office. When not 
required fer present use by the trustees, it should be deposited wift 
^he Distrid; Clerk, 
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Of trustees, when to be made and what to contain,, 122, 123, 242, 243 to 248. 

Of county clerk, when to be made and what to contain, 1 27. 

When to be returned to trustees, hy town superintendents, for 

correction,^. ....v...v^^..k...^.».... 154. 

AITNULMENT OF DISTRIOTS. 

Proceedings of town superintendent on, and disposition of district 

property and monies, .". 109, 145, 146. 

APPARATUS.— See School Apparatus. 
APPEALS. 

When authorized to be made to state superintendent, .• 124. 

Town superintendents to furnish answers to, 169. 

Regulations respecting, ^ 274 ito 278. 

APPENDAGES TO SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Taxes for, how and when to be levied, « .111. 

Trustees to furnish from funds raised for that purpose, ^. . . 1 1 & 

Wood-house, fence and bell may be procured by tax, .» .\ . ^. . . . » 1 90. 

APPORTIONMENT OF PROPERTY. 

On annulment of school districts^ when and how to be made,'...... 109, 146» 

APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL MONEY. 

By state superintendent, how and when to be made, 92, 97, 98, 103, 139, 140. 

On the division of towns, or erection of new towns, • 98, 99. 

To be certified to comptroller and notice to county derks, 99k 

Sy Town. Superintendent0> how and when to be' 

made, 92, 93, 98, 102, 103, 14^ to 164. 

Notice of to be filed by couniy clerk and certified to county 

teeasurer, and board of supervisors 100. 

On the alteration or division of diettricts subsequent to the date of 

- their- annual report, 103, 104. 

On the formation of districts previo^ to the date of such report,... 104. 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF,TAXES.-:See Taxe^ 

Tax-lists, Trustees of School Districts. 

General provisions respecting, .....^....... 117,11^, 119^201 to 21^, 

Proceeding for equalization of in. joint .districted 118, 

Valuations of taxable property, how ascertained,..^. 119, 209 to 215. 

Proceedings on claim for reduction, and when valuation ' cannot be 

ascertained from last assessment roll of town, 119, 209, 210 to 212: 

ASSESSMENT ROLL OP TOWN. 

Proceedings for the equalization of, in joint districts....... 113. 

Valuations of taxable property, to be ascertained frem, 119, 209, 210, 212, 213. 
Errors in, when and how to be corrected by trustees in assessment 

of district tax, 212. 

In joint districts, valnationa how to be ascertained from, 212L 



AUBURN, Oity of. 

Laws respecting cpmipioii schools in,.,^..- ,*<„*»..«»» 2S1. 

AUTHENTIOATIOirS. 

Of p^fters filed with state sup^rmtendent fuid of iijBts and deci- 
sions of, ..«*,.»•• t m •>,.«.-.«•••« 9T. 

AYES ANB KOES. 

To be takeh on vote to levy tax for bnilding schoQl hon^e hj m- 

stahnenta, v..^*,^*** »...».,». mm ,,,.«^. ....... 11% 

On change of site of nnaltered district,.., ..,.....,..„.,«m»»m*>»^ r.. US, H8. 

Form of list of voters for nse of district dfirk, ^ i.,*.....«». 191. 

* 

BANKS AND BANKING ASSOCIATIONS. 

Liability of to taxation for school district purposes, 207i 

BELL. 

Tax may be voted for, by inhabitants of di9tricts, « ■ 190. 

BLACK BOARDS. 

Taxes authorized to be'levied for purchase of. Ill, 180. 

When library money may be appfied to purchase of, |. 125, 182. 

BLANK BOOK. 

Por recording proceedings of districts, how & when to be purchased. 111. 

For receipts and disbursements of trustees, property of district 

imd teachers' lists, '., 120, 199, 2S1. 

BOARD. 

Of teachers, how to be provided for,..^ 222, 22^. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. / 

Duty of in assessment and collection of stat^ t&x, '......: 9!2, 97, IdO. 

Clerk of to transmit to state superintendent, 'certificate of proceed- 
ings of, 99. 

Clerk of to lay eopy of notice of apportionm't of school money before, 100. 

Duty of on retnm by trustees of taxes on non-resident property 
in school districts, 118,119. 

To audit, allow and certify accounts fbf'eosts and expenses of soitB 
brought by or against trustees and other officers (tf school districts, 129. 

BRIDGE COMPANIES. 

ZiabSityof to taxation for district purposes, 218. 

INI house and gate of, including lot, how taxable,.. , 214. 

BROOKLYN, City of. 

Laws respecting common sdiools'in, .' 28^* 

BTTFFALO, Otty of. . . 

Laws respecting common schools in, ;.....•... ' 289. 

BtrSHWICK, Town ot 

Act to provide for firee schoolsih,.. i .« 291. 
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c. 

CATALOGUE. 

Of books in district libraries, when and how to be funuBhed bj 

trustees^ 161, 154, 200, 266. 

CATTARAUGUS AKD ALLEGANY RESERVATIONS. 

Act to provide for the education of Indian children residing in,... . 868. 

CERTIFICATES OF QUALIFICATION. 

Bj state superintendent) in what cases to be granted 96. 

Powers and duties of town superintendents in g7*anting and an- 

nylling, lOt, 108, 164 to 160. 

To teachers in joint districts, hj whom to be granted and an- 

nuUed,... 107, 156, 158, 

Form of, and of instrument for annulment of, ul... It4. 

CHALLENGES. 

Of votes in district meetings, when and bj whom to be madet, 110. 

Declaration to be made, effect of, and penalty for false declaration, HO. 

CHAMBERLAIN of the City of New-^ork. 

Sh^re of sehool money to bapaid over to,- *.»„.,..., 100. 

Duty of in applying for and receiving the same, • * 100. 

CHILDREN. 

Slnipneration of by trustees in annual report^ 128, 128,/ 248, 844. 

Entitled to attend the schools of the ^strict in whioh enfunerated, 138, 882. 
l^ms to be hired, temporarily, for accommodation o^ irhen 

necessary^ ^ i 188, 821. 

Of non-residents, when to be admitted into district siehoiol, 82, 126, 18fi. 

Attending an academy, where to be enumerated, .,..,*«.•»•• 848* 

CLERK OF BOAED OF SUPERYIS0B3. 

To transmit to state sup^i^itendent copies of proeeedings of Boal'd 

relative to school moneys...... «.««• 89. 

To lay before Board, copy of notice of apportionment from coun- 
ty Clerk,.:........ .,,.,.^ 100. 

CLYDE HIGH SCHOOL. < 

Act respecting,.....^, < ^. .«...., !.».. 388« 

COHOES, Village of. 

Act to establish free schools in, ««..*• 298. 

COLLECTOR— Se^ District CcUector. 

COLORED CHILDREN. " • 

Schools for, when and how to be established, and provision for 

support of, 180, 181, 162, 280, 206, ?^t 

COMMON SCHOOL LAWS & DECISIONS, 

DirjBctions respecting the use and preservation of volnmes of sent to 

the several districts^. ., .4. .»..(..«...»•,... ...^ .....,..,..., 860. 

COMMON SCHOOL FUND. 

Money paid into treasury oh account of, to hi credited with inter^t, 98» lS8i 

Distribution of, when and how to bemde,...«,«....<v lOO, 188> 

Capital and revenues of,. .,. .]L88. 
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COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

Origin, Progress and Present Condition of, 5 to 90. 

General Outlines of, 86. 

COMPTROLLER. 

Certificate of apportionment of school moneys to be given to 99, 140. 

Authorized in conjunction with superintendent, to withhold public 
money -in certain cases, .' 99- 

To credit common school Tund witb interest on payments into the 
Treasury,. :...: 99^. 

Duty of on return of non-resident taxes by county treasurer, 119. 

CONSOLIDATION OP DISTRICTS. 

Effect of on rights of property, 108,146,146. 

CORPORATIONS. 

Liability of to taxation for district purposes, 117, 118, 208, 206, 216. 

COSTS. 

Of suits brought by or against school officers, provisions respect- 
ing, 128, 129, 169. 

COUNTY CLERK. 

Duty of relative to certificate of apportionment of state tax, 93, 97, 189. 

Notice of apportionment to begiven to» 99. 

To file notice of apportionment by state supt and transmit a copy 
to eoxaity treasurer, 100. 

Annnftl report of the state superintendent, when to be made and 
what to contain, 127. 

Penalty for refusal or neglect to make sueh r^ort, 127 . 

To notify town clerk of neglect of town superintendent to trans- 
mit annual report, : 128. 

Duty of in reference to the organieation of teaehers' institutes, 872, 

Duty of vnder act to provide for the purchaefe of Webster's diction- 
ary for the use of the several school districts, 878. 

COUNTY POOR HOUSE. 

Children supported in, not to be included in annual report of trus- 
tees, 122,248. 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OP COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Efforts for establishment of office of, 44, 46, 47* 

Appointment of provijj^d for,. .' 60.. 

Administration o^ 62, 68. 

Office of abolished, .* 66. 

Recommendations for itsjestoration, I ,,i 68, 71, 76,77, 79. 

COUNTY TREASURER. 

Avails of state tax to be paid over to, 92,97. 

Dividends of common school fund when to be paid to, 100. 

Duty of in application for, receipt and disbursement of the same, 100. 

To give notice to town superintendent or commissioners, loO. 

Moneys when to be returned to by town superintendent ..., 104. 

To give notice of loss of school money occasioned by neglect of 
town supt :.......... 106. 
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P*ge. 

Duty of on return by trustees of unpaid taxes on non-residents, 118, 

Cumot deduct oommission from public moneys paid over to them, 140. 

Commission of, how payable 140. 

Dnfy of on return of taxes on leasehold property^ 207. 

Duty of, in relation to expenses of teachers' institutes, 873. 

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION. 

Town superintendent to advise and consult with trustees in reference 

to, Ac., r 108, 162 to 164. 

D. 

• 

IXBCLARATION. 

To be mabe by persons challenged at school district meeting, . ...... no. 

EflFect of, and penalty for- false declaration; hq, 

DEED. . 

Of Schoolhouse and site, when to be executed by trustees, and 
effect of; ...., 118. 

DEFICIENCIES. 

In tax list or rate bills, how to be supplied, 116, 183 

DELHI, village of, ' , 

Act relative to schools in, 297. 

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

How appointed, power and duties of, 9g. 

DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT OF SCHOOL. 

Town superintendent to consult with trustees in reference to, 108, 162. 

DISSOLUTION OF DISTRICTS. 

Duty of town superintendents and trustees in case of, lOj}, 109. 

Effect of, in joint districts^ 148, 

DISTRICT CLERK. 

Trustees of school districts ineligible to the office of, , 102, 

When and how to be chosen, 111. 

To give notice of special annual and adjourned district meeting, 114, 258, 269. 

When to notify special meeting for the election of district 
officers, ui, 112,258. 

Powers and duties o^ 114, 115, 191,192, 258. 

Vacancy in office©^ how to be filled, 114. 

Penalty for refusing to serve or neglect of official duties, 114. 

Resignation of, how and to whom to be made, and notice of, II4. 

To preserve district records, books and papers and deliver to suc- 
cessor in office II5. 

To file certificate of exemption by tnislees of indigent persons,... 116. 

To file and record annual account of trustees of money received ^ 

and expended, • 124. \ 

Penalties and forfeitures for wilful neglect of official duty by ; and 
how collected, 115, 128, 169, 248, 260 . 

Removable f ro^ office by state superintendent, 131,166, 248 ' 
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Provision for eeeto and ezpensee of suits bronglit by and 

against, ^ 126, 129, 169. 

Duty of, in entering and reeording {nroeeedings of district meetij|r 

and forms for use o!, 114,191, 192, 256, S$59. 

Forms of minutes of district meeting for use of, 192. 

Forms of notices by, for annual, special and adjourned district 

meetings, .f 266,259. 

To forward to town clerk names ctf district officers, 259. 

Duties of, in reference to'District School Journal, 259,260. 

DISTRICT COLLECTOR. 

When and how lobe chosen, 111. 

Vacancy in office of, how to be filled, 114. 

Penalty for refusal to serve, or neglect of official duty, 114. 

Resignation of, how and to whom to be made, and notice of, m.. 114. 

Trustees of district not eligible to office of, - 268. 

Powers and duties of, in ezeeutkm of warrants for collection of 

rate bills, 98, 116,218, 219, 228, 262, 268, 264. 

Duty o^ in the collection of taxes against non-resident» unoccupied 

and unimproved lands^ • 118, 207. 

Duty of in the collection of district taxes, percentage o^ and mode 

of procedure, 119, 120, 218, 219,260, 261,262, 268,264. 

Forfeiture of, for neglect of duty and how to be recovered and ap- 
plied, i2o: 

Jurisdiction of, in the execution of warrants for collection of dis- 
trict taxes, 120, 218, 260, 262, 263, 264. 

Bond to be required of, ...» 257,260. 

Bail or sureties of, liable for moneys receiyed or collected by, 120. 
Penaltie^and forfeitures for v^lful neglect of official duty by, and 

how collected, 128, 169, 248. 

Removable from office by state superintendent for embezzlement 

or wilful neglect of official duty, 131, 166. 24H. 

Provision for costs and expenses of suits brought by and aghinst, 128, 129, 169. 

Liability of, in the execution of process, 151, 262. 

Eligibility of teaichier to office of, 262. 

DISTRICT LIBRARIAN. 

When and how to be chosen 111,264. 

Vacancy in office of, how to be filled, ". 114,264. 

Penalty for refusal to serve, or neglect of official duty, 114. 

Resignation of, how and to whom to be made, and notice of, 114. 

To be subject to the direction of trustees and removable by 

them, 126, 126, 26^. 

Powers and duties o( in reference to district library, 2(41, 264, to 270. 

DISTRICT LIBRARIES. 

History of establisbment and organization of, 27,81, 82, 87, 89, 42. 

Tax for purchase of, authorized, 126, 182, 188/190. 

Appropriation for, 126, 189.878. 
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TruiBteesof district to be trustees of, • 125. 

Powers, duties and liabilities o{ trustees and librarian 

o^ "^ 126,126, 238 to 242, 264 to 210. 

General principles applicable to the selection of books for, 234 to 240. 
General regulations respecting preseryati<m o( to be made by state 

Bupt , 126, 264. 

Powers and duties of trustees of in the imposition «nd collection of 

fines, 126, 240, 241, 242, 264. 

\Vlien libraries of two or more districts may be united, . 126, 183, 265. 

When library may be selected by state superintendent, 126,183. 

XjiabiUty of trustees for neglect of, aud loss of books from, 125, 126. 

Catalogue of, and number of books when and how to be made and 

furnished by trustees, 151, 154, 199, 200, 240, 266. 

Regulations of state superintendent for preserration and use of 

books in ia, • 240 to 242, 26*7 to 270. 

When authorized to be placed in charge of teacher, 213. 

DISTRICT MEETINGS.— See Annual Meeting, Inhabitants of 

school districts Special Meeting. 
Xfoticeof, when and how to be given, on the formation of dis- 
trict, 109, no, 144. 

Duty of inhabitants to attend} 110. 

Quahfioations of Toters in,....^ 110, 193. 

Challenges how and by whom to be made ; declaration and effect 
o^ and penalty for false declaration, and for voting at, without 

bemg qualified : 110, 194. 

Powers and duties of inhabitants entitled to vote in, 109, 111, 115, 118, to 196. 

Alteration, modification or repeal of proceedings of, 1^1, 194. 

Notice of, to state th^ purposes for which called, Ill, 200, 258. 

Annual meetings, whto and where to be held, and thne and place 

of, when to be fixed, Ill, 112, 118, 119, 258. 

Special meetings for election of district officers, when and by whom 

to be called, Ill, 112, 118,201. 

Proceedings o^ not to be invalidated by want of notice &c, 112, 119, 258. 

Proceedings of, to be recorded by district clerk, 114, 258. 

Notice of time and place of, to be given by disti'ict derk, 115, 200, 258. 

When notice of, to be given by trustees, 115. 

Appeals to state superintendent from proceedmgs of, <fec., 124, 215 to 218. 

Mode of proceeding in, 190 to 198. 

ISfide and form of keeping minutes and record of proceedings of, 191, 192. 

Form of notice for annual and adjourned, 259. 

DISTRICT SCHOOL JOURNAL. 

To be forwarded by mail to the clerk oi each district, 259, 810. 

Duty of district clerk in reference to 259,260,810. 

DISTURBANCES IN SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

Penalties for, how collected and applied, 130,256,251. 
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EMBEZZLEMENT. 

"Of public money by town superintendents or btlier school officers 

penalty for, 181, 

ENUMERATION OF CHILDREK 

How to be made in annual reports of trustees, 122, 123, 243, 244. 

EQUALIZATION OF TAXES. 

Proceedings for, in the cas6 of Joint districts, 113, 

ERRORS ANI> OMISSIONS. 

Equitable power of state superintendent in case of, 103, 198. 

In tax list and rate bills, when and how to be corrected, 121, 202. 

In reporting names of district officers to town clerks, not to inval- 
idate election, • 259. 

EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS. 

Liability of, to taxation fdT schdol district pXirpoSes, 214, 215. 

EXEMPTIONS. 

Of indigent persons from payment of teachers wages, wholly ol* 
in part 93, 116, 224 to 280. 

How certified and collected by tristees 93, 116, 224, to 230. 

Of property from levy and sale on warrants for collection of fate 
bills 98, 11*7, 228. 

Of inhabitants in certain cases, from tax for building school houses, 119, 210. 

F. 

FENCE. 

Tax may be voted for by inhabitants of district, ........^ 19(X 

FLUSHING, 

Act to establish free schools in town of^ » 298. 

FORFEITURES.— See Penalties and Forfeitures. ' 

To be sued for, recovered and applied by town superintendent, 102. 

To be sued for recovered and applied by trustees of district, 120. 

FORMATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS.— See School District^, 

Town Superintendents. 

General principles applicable to, ..., « 148, 

Form of resolution for, IVL 

FORMS PRESCRIBED BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Of bond to be given by town superintendent to supervisor, 110, 

Of resolution for formation of new district, Ill, 

Of notice to trustees not giving their consent to alteration of dis* 

trict, 112* 

Of notice of the first meeting of a (^trict for organization, ,,.. 112. 

Of resolution for the alteration of a district^ 118 

Of proceedings in the formation or alteration of a joint district 114» 

Of certificates of qualification to teachers by town superintendent^ 11<» 

Of instrument annulling teachers certificate, 114. 



Of annual report of town laperinlepdenty • 1*74. 

Of resolution for raising a tax for erection of school houses, • IS'T* 

Of list of ayes and noes for taking votes in school districts, ..•..«. /u * 191. • 
Of minutes to-be kept- by district derk of prooeedhigs.of dirtrict ■' 

meeting, j.. «;./...-<' 192. 

Of minutee to be kept by distriet clerk «f prooeedinge of distaibtf .' 
meeting in reference to change of site of school house in unal- 
tered district^ m^ •.,* 192. 

Of district tax list and warranty ^.....^^««......^. 217, 218. 

• .Of assessment for teachers wages, pertificate of exemption, rate bill 

' and i^arraut,' •*.•••••««.•«»• .j> •v'tt*'* .<** ***«TP*(*i**.**!** ***«*'***'******** * ZmQ, 4^*. 

Of annual reports of trustees of school districts, v.......,.,.....,'.. . . 244. 

Of annuai rf^port of* trn^teea ^ joint dist^icits, ..«.....^.. ..• 246. 

.; Of bond to be giyen by district coUeotor, ..^•^.^.^.•...^..•., "r"" > ^^'^* 

Qt notices. for -annual, .iM^jomnedi and special district meetings, , 258, 259. 

. JPREE SCHOOLS. \.: ': . 

, History of the establishment and oiKanization of, 62, OS, 67, 68, 69, *tl to 85. 

Act for establishment of, throughout the state, ...^ 92. 

, .In the village of Boshwick act for the establishment of^ ' ' /' 291. 

In the Tillage of Cohoes, ...........J..'...........' 29&. 

In thetown of Flushing, ., 298. 

In the town of Lansingburgh, .........!......... "sOi. 

, In the town of Newtown, :,.*., .:..'. S16, Sit. 

In the village of t^ooghkeepsie, ;..'. 1. .....;.. ' 880. 

In the qity of Troy, :. :.....:......:...i.... ;.:/... S51, 866; 867. 

FTTEL." ..-•.', 

Jaxef for, authorized to be levied, .. ..1. ....i..: :.. ' > ^111. 

Trustees to furnish, Irdtai fuxidd collected therefor, from the district, "116. 

' ."^^Then trustees to JM'ovide and levy a di'strici tax therefor, .'; i26,'216. 

Qannoi he ' provided but hf voluntary arrsngement in any other 
mode t|um that prescribe by law, .....J.!. '!....< 190; 216. 
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To be appointed by the ^tate s^p^rj^t^mietit ;, powers) and duties of, . 96. 
: GLENB. FALLS. . "..,", . /'"' 

Aet taimite.the Ubourie^ of t]N9 ser^rajl di^tdct^. in the, village, of, . , 300. 
•••GLOBES. ... •••...,.-, 

Tfixes Abthoiiaed to be levied for purchase of,;... .^i........... ......».,. Ill, 180. 

When lifaracy money *l»a^ be ^appUed to parchA^e off».4 •••-'•'*• 125, 161, 182. 
i GOSPEL MMD SCHOOL LOTS-rr^ee Trustees of gospel and school lots. 

Provi8ion8xespecting,.,........^.»..< 13^» 138. 1H^^^» 142^,151, J98. 

• (Powers flftid .duties of tiiwteesojE;.^./ ;.. ^....-^ ,. ..183,184. 

Applioatioa by •trttstees.;of funds i^'ising from, 4.,^ ^ 198. 

'd.UAJlDtlANS. 
.'•• CUability of. to taxation for-g^^l district purpp;9e8^..,.>....^. 214^^15. 
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HOLIDA^TS. . . 

HUDSON CITY. 

Act in ridirtidii llo eQBiftMa.8oh<)olft'MlrM..^v•H..4to.«.iMr•«.^....;M»v•M««• 'Spl. 
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. Xrost^es not to include in'amiiud report,......:'... /^^^^^^ :.'.... l^S. 

\ ~Act to provide for the ediUbtttibti'Of^ in Stftter norma] school,..'. : . ' - 9lh 

'[ teDIA'K SCHOOLS^. 

\%ct to provide for'the 6aucatron*of tie ehll'dren <Jf Ihe OtotiridJ^ '" ' 
• ' and Sl.'Regis trfb^ft dfiffdlEnff,; . .'...::: ':..';;. .jLv....:'...;...i.'. • mi, 

Do. ^r Indian children 6n th6 Alle^^y tiiiiCkettt^ii^f^er^tMiims, '- ''%68. 
. Do., dor diildron of the Shinecock tribe in Southampton-3^1^^ ^'t ' 969. 

Da for the children of the l*uscarora tndians^ in Kia^kra 'Cbtlnty, '^9. 
r .>Po. for the children of ibe ^onawanda Indiaiur in' the ' Coilnty of ' 

, Genemee,...! !...'.'....* HI 1.'... ..'.*.. .„....: '^69. 

INDIGElfri^ERSONS. 

To be exempted by triutees from payment of teasers w^^es, t^l^ol- 
9 ]^ or in part ; and exemptions how to be certified ' and collect- 
ed, ;:i.. ;....:.: :....:::::.:.:....:..... /9», no, 1^2^ term 

V JtXj^IJITANTS OF SOTO 

Powers and duties of;...... i..;..ii.!...ii ii!.'.:!.:.:... 1*09, 115, iVs tot96. 

' r When and how to notify legal voters of time imd place of first ' 

«,i . tneetiqgiDiih^; district,,,. !...,.»,.•....... <....,... ..^...« 109; 144, l46. 

<» W))ei^ Authorized.., to ^ve notice of annual meeting,.. i i'lS{,^01. 

Penalty ftprjefuaalof^.,. „.....,.,.,.. ,......,.^ ,',', 110. 

* ;To(i^nd district meetings when duly notified, ;..... 110. 

Qualification of voters, proceedings on challenge; penalty for false 

declaration and for voting withop^ being qualified, 110, 198, 194. 

Proceedings of on change of site of unaltered district, 118, 184, 185, 186. 

When authorised to direct itHe t)f sdib^' ^tse ' ikii kite,. . ; '. i . • 11^, 1 8^1,-1 85. 

* Authorized to proivididfor deficSfeneitEis'iii'SWt Ittt' «ftc^....*:.:...i.....;.: 11^, 183. 

When exempt from tax for building school house, ;..it*....v... 119. 

!kay vote a tax' for ptti-chk8e\of didifrtct Ufiktity,*.ii*^^,*..s.i...:126^ 188^^183. 
Reconsideration of proceedings of, when authorized, *.«. ]?1J',;194. 

^ AiitliorizGd-todired^ division of' tbiii^l%^\xio^ 186,7190. 

i^o^^r t>f \n- joint' distrHctiii ' t^ MMe^Ott |i9<^e^'«tt«pUdoaiiKoevt n ••' 

' 'tAincto^s,::.. .:;...';..;. .....'... ..:........:.-,.*;..iv.,.,.. /50«> i»4T,l«i;i84. 

* !pJ^4r8 <^n^^4A:cd tpori, to- he- strictiy pursued,' .,..^i...*j(^.dA.;i.*-' »• H84. 
ToVeH iind:duticarof,'m the designation (^'sftefiTfiM'kliMl'falMiBe^ftSe^; 188;^ 89. 
W do. -1nbaildltr^,hiHttg!^f^hai^aiid*r6]^h^ i'A 

house and providing furniture, fuel and appendages, 186^1%'l>ll88l4^9j^90- 
i)o, 'do.**1ii 'diiSljio^siildn of 'tiM 'QSnMcll '^Miiyfl^i.. ol . iA ,\t > ■ *'»'»Jl90. 



f!IU]f; T(>^ a^ttt for ImUdiDg a irood himse, fence, beU^aii^ 190^ 

But not for eonfrngenMes 'or arreM 
u)g.t|ie^Bi^,..... 1«0. 

Mode of proceed^ ^of, in disfHdtk&eiftin^,:..... 19atd 198. 

^ Ifod^ ^ nd fonn 6f k^^t^piing miitiit)stiaii<i rec6rde of |Nroc^edii%8;6( 101/ 1^2. 

Power and daties of 'town «u£»erintenden1is ebnoenimg, KVr, liM; 104 to' 1^ 

yfhssn. and how tax for 'bimdin^ fi6^^ sehilK)! house mky be taised \kl i\%* 

* 

' .... "i* ' ' ' • ' # >;•.>■ • 4 

■" • ». .,' ' ii<»> ,1 i> 

JOINT LIBRARIES. • ' '- 'j J' 

- Wlien Md heiw U^hMymhmeA b^r t«ra ^ nftoe adjipi^^ jduftiotij ISO^MS. 

Joint libranan to be appointed, '..«.. r.. ^ ' 'lfi6. 

- l^oiyiakNirfor diviakMi^f bookfl«<&c.yiii,..*\..^;i «..;;... ^..^ ....»= '^Ifi?. 

JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICTS. • : .: 

^ Oertifioatee 0f ^Q|Jli0Mi<la to teoohf i» iny by vliDU to te 

an4 annulled, 107, 166. 

Formation aad alteration of, how a(i4 i>y whom to be made, 108, 146, 147, 148. 

Majority of officers of each town to concur in, 146, 147. 

When aad bow special meeting to be called by town supt. to decide ^ ' ' ' 
On proposed alteration in, laind eflbe^ of decision ojf eu^* tseet*' ^ 

' iiig,..:.^ :...»...L.. A..;. ;.::.;;j.l;:.. .:....::.;.. 108,147, m, 184. 

Oertifioate of town supt on tax exceeding $400 for building, hlrii^r' ^ ' • : I 
•rpurcfaasaagsefaoolhotttfe/, ....:.........-...... . : *. ^. ^119, f81. 

When and how valuation of taxable property {% msky be'eqi^iKEecl, 119^ ¥70. 

Annual report; of iruete^ of; wh^ ' to be AiAde afid wbiit' ' to tcon^ ' 
tain, ,jn 128. 

Forukof resolution for formation di' iteration of, 174. 

Vutj and power of trustees in assessing taxes in v***^''**' ^8* 

zMcfOk ol Aia^tmk 4r6^«(f j oC |ruA^fe% o(« .^.p,^.j.,.,t«..*..;.>,f.,t,^,»,.,., . , .446. 

JUSTICES'OF THBPEACK ;. ,; ' . ;• • V 
(iffo,W,9ffawAM9.w.«4ie^iQf; ^f»ni^np«jnifcw4i^^.j^...„.;^ JQI, 4,4^^, >42. 
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Act to provide for a f|:«e school, in town o( '...'..'. 

, LEASEHOLD E^TATfil^l' '' *' ' •'•■.'- • 

" Liabipty of to Uxatibii for tk^ok>l district purposes,.. . : ;'. ' 207. 

•" LEWiSTOFSCHOOL FTJND. 'V ':•''■ r f'i..--.. .* ;:< //.:•• 

Pkrovisions respecfing, I.j!'. ...I..i.'/...J.. ;......;.:.. :..... ...18«, ik7, 

' '£lbRAltIASr.-:.8fee district librarian. • ' ' ' ' 

How to Tie ap^p*tt(»ed' tadfpilla 'dveif'1[>j^1l6wto sriperinteii-' ' ' 

^ deat,;;..:.;/::......\;=:.'.b.;.;b:..:.';:;.\...;;-.....;..^^^^^^^ 

''• ^- ••• ■ TK" 1 -'wj !, ., * jr\,'{ 
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Wlien to'l^ e«:|>«D,d^;^7.iiRi8te«B, ......".*".'::*:*:*****: ^P^» IM, 182* 

ii^propriation'for, and how to Be appliedl and ezpead- 

•d^..v..V.v-*vv-; -v: rv-....» '^^^^l^^, 140,' 160,;51. 

. !W^en ;tQ b« .appUe4. ;to pur^basQ oi ifA^ glob$9» . v?^^ Board^ or , , 

other scientifie appi^^e iof. ujm. of th« flchoo^,«l..^..w..^j. 125, 151, l^S* 
» Wh^l^i|Uporiz9d to bo applied W.lP^J.vx'^t of te^^^^r^ wages, 125, 151, 18S. 

When authorized to be applied to purchase of joint librarj^..««,*^.«.^26, 188. 
, Pow to \iifi idiatributed ^hen withh^d from a^y district...... ...... 127, 15S. 

I>ttty o^town superintendent when withheld, 158. 

In what eases to be withheld from districts, 154. 

Act rela<»Te to distribution of, 4.'..\' 8*72. 

LOOAL LAWS AND PROVISIONS. ... 

Mot to ba affixifted by g|8nend kim, •aBOefi ifr^artMp^jcaaefu.v..^^;..* ^% 1,82. 

' liOCKPORT... „•.. ,;' •• , „. ». 

' iLct in relation to. common . schools in, ^^^^».,:i^*4.^*t'^^*.^.^^» 805,812. 

LODI UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT. , . , 

PtoYisiob in relerenoi totiite bJUji fo« pftyineiil of it«wh<yft wagesinyi 818, 

• r » - f 

' • J * ... 

-•••If • . . . 

HAPS... "';......;,.. 

Taxes au(h(]ffizfkl to b^ leiriedfofthe porthiiseof,..^.. Ill, 180i 

Wbtaalijtoy:frf'mone/; may be appropriated to ]purehase ot, 126, 151, 182. 

MEDINA. .' .''.*', ". ,"'" '.."'./'. 
r i^iqr relation :to common, schools, m t^ Ti^iffi) f^^.^...^.....*,.. 818. 

Exemption o^fRHA tsmi^oa lorscfaQol d^trift pprpos^, ,... )H 

-Newtown.- •• • ••• : - ^ •'■•» 

' i!ct to establish 8 free school in distHci'Ha 9 fti the toira ^...., 818^ 818. 

NEW TOWNS. ....:;.... , . 

" Ap^Hiiniient of- school iiieneys heii^'l^i) bextedetok..^.«.......'t8,^9, MO. 

NEWTORK CITY. 

Act to amend, consolidate and reckiie to one act, the Tarioas acts 
relatiye to common schools in, pf*^,^.,^....*, 819. 

NON-RESIDENTS. . . 

• • I • " - ' , • • 

Terms on which children of, may be admitted ii^o thit.. 

. ., schools,. ..v.> >.•.- ,...-..,..;.-•..,..• 92, 128, 188, 281, 282. 

liability of, to taxation for district porpose0(i^..^^..f*,,i.« 117,. 208; 2iOV212. 
■ Stalcfnent and description of real estate of, when unoQfiupj,ed 4Qd 

'unimproved to be made by trostees* , . • li-l» 113^ 208,^^7. to 208, ^11 
Collector to be credited amount of taxes so returned^ hf,if^^0i^9^ 118, 207. 
IVustees to trf^isBM| aeooipi.and ,fi[eitifica|e jtoconnty treasuier, 118, 207. 
. Goinfyo^rpaa^fer to pay u&oimt so returned, and lay aeeovBt Ao., 

Wore board of rapernaors^ •• • #• — 118, 207. 
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F^jjment aufhorixed to be naade. to county tr^asurer^....^ J18, 20'7, 20&. 

Dntj of board of fdapervisprp ju the^^llectiaa of irach amount, 119, 20T, 208. 
Taxable for land^pcoupied by agent, ^ut not if occupied b^ tenant^ .212. 

B.^iriwU. owxyed bf, liable to taxation, , 212. 

Trustees authori«e<i to proseoute, for -amount due on taxlist or rate 

ijaia,...;.. ....,:.„..,..,.,,.. ^...,,",,.,.....,;......^ ..,,^;... i2i; 24)). 

ISflbory of t|)9 estabUshm^^ fuid organicatioQ * . . 

< . itySfi^U,M9>t^^B2, S3, at, 88, 89, 4^9^t\,,UioM^ §0, 6i, 66, ^7, 69. 
J^itt.toir ihe^ esiu(ll^]jajivBkj^ . ^ 870. 

Aet to provide for tbe education of In(Ua^ chiJLjlj:^ liijy.....^J...,..,.^ , ^ . 871. ^ 
IfiOTICB. :'■'//. ''".'*.,',**' '/ 

Of the formation or alteraUon of districta, when and by whoxn to pe . , 

,giyeny» . » . » v)» .<• ■><?* jj-«4..^»t«*.^«.^^.f ..(^».« •.^♦♦•w.»j^ti'. ♦•,••♦••«»•..•*. f«>...» lyoj _i4«, i,^%» ^ 
Of the time aad place for the first district meeting and by whom, , , 

io be giyen,.,.,^...,.. .,.,......., r»— ,•>•-. -M-^t-!?. l^l^.^l.O, U4, 146., 

Of district meetings to state the purpose th^ie9f,^^..«t^i.4v.lll, li9| 200, 268.^ 
<y'*aiiaiil.B«9»^i«g, .^pd.meetiiig iMilf'arafd^ ^^^ niore than on^ 

month, how and by whom to be given,.. ', 2I^»^ 

Of special m^at^.'^r^^iaotiomof jdilpt^ e^ens^ wljien and by;. 

Twhom to be ffiven......^... »»*..»..»>«...»••. %• 111, .^12, 201, 2(^8 

Want of, not to vitiate proceedings of annual or special meetings, 

.Ac., 112, 119, 268. 

Of resignation of district officers to 'b4 given by town supi, ta 

derk or trustees, 114. 

Of time and place of special, annual lUid'iiMQcntfq^ ^ffi^ijaxpe^^ , , ■ , > 

• •ihgs t^ be '^gH'evi^ifleri^'w^. ;.«...*.. vik.«»i.(..*4'ii<*«)fi4<i?5tr»'*<i*«;llCiti^^^ ^^i. 
Of elaS^' te r^odlSd* ki'tdM v«itaaJ6iontaf' tsaiihle piej^jE, tir>t^^p- ,,.... .,„%^ 

Bjrimstees, on valuation of taxable property*, on.elaim. fo£ p^ i.. n 

dtiction or othei^ise, .-.;..* J .• 1 w .*.;<< » ... . Ji.^U . ^:^i, ^^-m .lift, £10) I^Mi* 
Jf6irm of, to trustees withholding eonent for iS»rmatifn.4r alltMftttion . • 

of district, ..-.. J'...«..4u.«**i«^*J..«%.'4K.-..W..4Mkbk'41<4«>i*>.*^-V.»>*.M...4^ , il^)..^ 
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OATHS. .•■>,....;.:...(. 

IteKn superwtea4^^ jauUKorL^ ^ administer, ^ withoi;it fees,....^., ' IN., 

TlR^m «ipeipmtflndlPl^ not require^ to tpke,>.,-., ../.'..I' lYO. 

OFFIOER9^0?,SCHOOL*PIST^UqT3.— Seepiflt^ctClcrk,^^^^ . | 
;.»tric|^ll6ctor, Distriot Librarian, Trustees of S^bool Districts.' 
Money in W^ q( juf/RjQifniUed'distrifik, i4> be recpV(^^d andjappor- 

.'^tipned by to^i^ 8uperintendent| ;........«...f...^..f.... 109, ^44;^ 

When and lmr^tfi^^f¥^ i^ JW o/ offic^.^^.,,*;. .,j.;^ ! i'. ^i; 112, 18Q, 
a|MD)«ttise8lri|ig» whew.t9.be galled for election of^vwh^Jtb-i \\^f \^\}^^* 



I'enalty for rciTuBal lo sex^^^^^^ tUJ 

Provision for costiil' ui^ ezp^i^^ izi ardts iiicmgKe 'b/ tikd' 

agiuMt,:.............;...............: :..:.. .;...:'. l<i^; IM;' l»l>['2ll4r 

Kay; be remof^di'1)7 s^t^ stip<^r2i)%eadeat fen* cakb^ouki^ 

lie money or inHtdi neg^lest of official dnty,... 181, 166/^. 

Copies of School Laws, forms and instructions to be ttanstttilML iif, itli 

Should be separately chosen by^baHbi^ '...;.:...:.;..'.'.:1....;....l'.'. ' Hill' 

Oiendrai priiioipfeb' 6f laViii f^eir^e t6 suiis broi^t^^liSislp. S^to M. 
Kaines of tbbe reports ty district clerk iotowik"cl^'l.i.;U...'.. 259^ 

okONDAGA TRIBEdl!' IN^liiklffiS- ' - ' ' ^ ' 
Act to provide for the education of the diildren of, - HY'^ 

oi^yHAN'iSVtittiitd:'' ' -'• '■ -- '• 

• (^ut^en Wpi^rted' Ut; not to be included -in returns of tmsieeS) v • • 149. 
OSWEOO.'-- ^ ' '••••■:*.•.••'?■«, ... •. : J.- 

Pifovidibds in tetliiioti to sdiools in -the dtj of,.. .• .» » .%%»>«ii a < 8f9. 

oVERSEEIti (3^ THE POOR.'! • . ' ...pi .. 

Provkionsr^UtfVetoinoifeyk iii'tfiiftliM^ V9H<tM, im*UtJ 

OWEGO. "■. ' • ' • ■ \' ' '• ■ V, .i!..-. . .1 

Provision iir ^e^er^ce to' rftt^-^iih tk' fiihu^kirif ^iirik^*fti'MfiyiiiOt 
Kb. i, in vilUge' of.;;,:/..::/..::. .:.:;://.;;;:.;:;.. ;;;;;;;';v;ii;.'.:i.*.v.'' tlB. 
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PENALTI*9'AlT0^^*OtePBItURil& . -:;*.: 

IhAy ijliiStti Uvm superintendent in the collectiopiBi&a^ lmtfy i «C 102, 4f7. 
For neglect'bf M^'Mtienut^iUeBl di makuii^anBiial tfefcfetk^o.M - I0#»-16firi 
IV refusal of taxable- inhab^jtants to jserve notices for tot meetmg 

in a diBtrtct^.';..u.;.U.i.v....;.....;..«^..'..*;. •^. .i^..«..vU*u«.^. <*.«»» . UQcr 
Foir ViAiD^ ttUdog ftlse. deolanitioQ.of right to vpte, on cMliil^Sb I jl6. 

For voting #ifliiM liieTi^insiee qbdifieatioDB,..;.«..U.a..».....^^i. ; ).. ,U(k» 
Ifyt refusal to serve^ <or negleet. of offieial .dutiea by . ffikfx^ .pt. 

school districts, lli^. 

For neglect or refusal of district eler]f)o preserve records^ books 

and papers'and to deliver the same to his successor, 116«. 

For neglect of duty of district collector, in the collection of taxes, iMk! 

To ie sued for, rec6v^ed ^d Uppll^d )^ t^e^^ aftteftl';..':... * »]««* 
For' false re|>qrt',by tMttte^ of dBsiJ^ef i^ I6f#tt ate ^ to h mtte te;^!^^ 
For refosal br'^ii^lee^' <ijf' t^s^i&l^ i^^t^ • "' ■ ' 

over balabci in tb^ir Mdi, ..^.....1. ..:/.V.'...:iJ:;:i.L.-...V.i iti;>«4«. 

For refusal or li^l^^f^'^^i^ <bi^«^ tii^ aittk«Uf-U^^'«^ "' •. « >-' 

i^te Bupefteftaaettt;:.:;;,;:..v....v.v...v..v ;.;.......'..'.'.•:. iiV.u.v' ' =^ It!. 

Ifot wilful' ailttfllMttVi; Ittterrapittoii; w dia^ttUI (nf ifi^M* 4tf»lll,^liMV Silt 
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PLANE KOAD OORPORATlQlf,. 
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liitUitj of io.t«mtmJ&>J 9e})9Pl ^strict .piirpos«6, and T3Jt^t^ ; 

of property, how to be ascertained .M..f..,.^...«..,y..«ov< ^OfiiJ^*^* 

POOH. JaOpS Err^w^ Oounty Poor Houae. ^ ^ 

POUGHKEEPSIE. 

Aet to estabiMlh fno^ «(3hQok}in t|i«T^^^9(..^t...t.^....^. .,.**.. f( . ^9{ 
PROPERTY OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS.— See School, ffam. . 

Bite of School HouMf Dittriet Library. ,.; r . ,; 
IHlfiO^^qn.pt on cpneolidation of.^t^^^p^ Bo^qrf^ dwtnlct^-^,.". .^P?' H^.* H,^*.- 
Sale and application of, on annulment of district by town supi lp9^ l^j X44*^ 
Blank Bookft.tQ bo pRdcuc^liy. (^mftpA^ fyr kfl^pjwf apf9ii^of,.4frj }^% ^if^ 
PUBLIC MONEX.-.^a School Itoufiy. . 
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QTTALIFIOATION OP TEAOHEfifi. ^^ 

State Certificates of, from saperintendent, .-.u.-. i^<96«> 

.How ascertained and^oertifiedbj^ownittperktettdinktfes'..;.'.. 107, 104 to MOA 

QXJALIFIOATION OP VOTERS. 

InMhool district meetings, ^'.. 110,198. 

Ia» 
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RAIL ROAD COMPANIES. ... fV -. 

Lialinlity of to taxation for sehool disiiict purposes,^ «. * .u. ..•;..... .. . SDA.i 

RATE BILLS. , .!• / .^ 

Tirnstees of (Kssolved districts to >tta|M oni ftir disdbaifto-olith^gal- 

liabilities, ,4'.ix ilO^f'. 

To be miade out by tk9t«#Bifb» ieaehers^. iM^ea? wliat tdoott*. 

tain,.....*.:: ...;..»........-*. '«...;.:...... i VB,.U«, SM>to»2«9«. 

To be deliyered to and executed by the collector, i:i...4Li..i...... iii^HHr. 

Powers ancl duties -of collector ift -eiteenition'ol waaraBtofiir -Mt . >^ < y, 

lection of,.. !.....: .«: .J. '..;.[, ,i:,\.,;^^i'^. "Ji^'iltpSd^ 

Deficiencies in amount collected by, how tobeniii^.W';..^«..'i . • ^tOSL: 
Property exempt from lery and'sal^ on warrants te' ^oBeott^n o^ • Mi. Ufj 
Warrants for collection of, how to be issued ; effiBct^dHand whaa .!' h >{1 •', 

and how renewable, .. .:...:'....\.v.\...'.'.'.^-.. ......;;. 'J.r\U4v*« ^ ^^ftifitr^^ 

Trustees authorized to iprosecute ft<h-i<e6id^b(MrJa«q*«ataetttMiiir lAl,Ai9: 
Errors 111, how to be corrected,. ..t. «...-*. «<<••••«. •«««..*«**.«#*.«mnm*««« iw2ii>^*8v2. 

Form of assessment, ratd-bill itnd warrtekt, I;.'..... dtf....»..'X'..'..i^SA» dS7j 

Special provision in ref^ence tbda Lbdi aioid 0|r«g»A^ ^v .>.u ... s..^»«)4- ) * : ij^lff ( 

do db do do- WilUaainille|.:w:«*Uwv..iiL.jiir .. fifo. 

RECOKSIDERAlPIOlf OP VOTSft- .-•'.. '•■'... j i ,-: - . -. . 
wben K!ith<!Mnaed io g9iierBl,....:*...««.^«*«;sto'...*.i.i.i*>.«v«»4M»««»*>»<**,*..'414»^l'9^> 
On' levying iaac for Imilding school hoiiM hy (pMknmU^ ^Mi^^ut^ . . X^t, 

RElxTOTioir. -. •„:. •.,: - ,. , 

In the ralaatlaa of tasahU pjh^pertjrfrom hwti MMMifte)^ V^^ 
tow«i how chumed. and vJhea to b«i.aUo:iKed,„,**i<,;.M.VM.^iryUWrMfi 1^0. 
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RELIGIOITS EXERCISES IN SCHOOLS. * ': i :; > 

Directiona rdspectibg, ; 1 .....*.i....w.. .....•.;.•.* • «8H ' 

RElSnEWAL OF WARRANTS. 

When and liow to be made, -. ...: '. 121» 166» M*^ 

RENTS RESERVED. 

On leaMB in fee; for life or years, fiaWiij of tofaxrtioik' for 

diBtrict pnrpoees^ .'. '. -, 90t* 

REPAIRS TO SCHOOL HOUSE. ^ - 

F<r^en and duties of trustees iii referedee io,:,:.;-. • 116, 110, ifO; » 

RESIDENCE. / = 

Wliat txniBtiitxtes, fbr tlie purpose of eniiBi^Httidb by tnyitees of ' 

districts, .v..**. ;w.......«...^.;.....4 «4i. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

Of offioers of school districts, how aqplto whom to be made and 

ROCHESTER. . . 

AM Mlttire Id achooU in.the olfy o^ «...,. v»..««..«*<..^7.,b S93. 

SALEM. 

Act relatiye to schools in the Tillage of A.'. S8Y. 

SAW MILL. .•:'.'! I'- ' .'\ . , , 

Llattflity of to taxatioiv..^*.MM>.^..»>mM^*..'M».^.>*n«V'fpt»»r?p?Mt»'». ^I^- 
SCHENECTADY. "".-/" ^ 

Proyisionsitalative t^scbeolfl -liii the- cUi^.c^,..^^i,*;..mm.'v.*„..,j^. d43,tQ ZA&^ 

SCHOOLS. 

Penalties fev%ilfbli«MurbaQee,' ibteil«p4io»^r 4i^|Qi^ of, ,. X%%. 25d< 

96r'oslar«d children,, provisions for,. .^.,„*. 1.80, 181, 152, 280, 265. 

SCHOOL APPARATUS. , . u , 

Taxes antheriaed' to l»,le?ied for purchaser of,. «..»^^.....^m^. Ill, 180« 181. 

Whtto' 'libilury . moneymaj beapplied to purchase of,, ,. 125^ 151,. 1.92. 

SCatOOL OELEBRATIONa . 

GUkhiUuif of SupeiiirteDdeat Xiit^:re8pccting|.o ...•.....> ...^. *. ,22*23. 

SCHOOL JMSTRKQIIB. r ,: : 

A^jftartkmmittlt cf pubUc. money aud state, tax, to,... .«,.4....^„.... 9S^9t, 98< 
ni^.iA Hie .lown aiq|»ei»at#n4«at in $he formation and alter- 

AtSoii o^.^...^* ^ ,,,..,.. ,....ii .,^1... 10^ U2, 143,144, 

Oonseiitof.imBteeawheaaDd.bow^to^^girfn, and nofioeto^ 108, 143, .144. 
Iii'^hat cases, money, to be <ypofci ig ned to, where i the annual r^ . 

port is not in ccHifarmity tO']aw,...i;...»^ik 1^, 104,158. 

Superrisw and town clerk, in what ca^ tobe ftosociaM : withr - . 
'lowh* ki^eriatendent in the fonnation or altemtimi ot«.K,*»,p,«( 108; 14ti 
Fcirination4UMiali«nitt€B ofrin joint fKstricIs, by whf^^ . , 10|9, 

Effect of consolidation of, on rights of property, 108^ . 140|f y^\ 

Sale oi prif4i«y «f) ai'tamlilieiit «f, Ymd ap^ipatim of proeeeds ' 

-^'by t1(»%n^«iperintendcnt,kM...... ' •».;;«. ^) .v.JLi..i;ut..«JiU44*J'.lQ9^ :li5^'l46' 
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Dutf of town tuperintendeni on the formstion of,.... ;.. 199^ 1^« 

lf«tice of formation of, md of time and place of first xneetiDg,,hQW . 

and bj whom to be giren,.., .,^. 109, 110,1*4,; 

Qnaljfieations of yotere in,...\ , ,...,., 110,193. 

Appeals to state superintendent from prooeedings in tfie formation 

or alteration of,^..^..A.k.^«.»...f...«......,^. ;..v««»** 124, 2*75 to 278. 

Penalties and forfeitures for disturbing, interrupting or disquieting 

. any district school or assemblage,... .,,.; » ISO. 

Oeneral prindples applicable to formation 'an4 alteration of, 148. * 

Must be composed of contiguous territory, .u.^ 148. '^ 

Formed by state superintendent on appeal, 169. ^^ 

Form of resolution for formation and alteration of,,.^,,.... i*lU ^'78, 1H-; 

Acts of under Aot of 1849, legaJizedy...^..,.. , 814. 

SCHOOL FUND.---See School Moneys. /. 

Capital and apportiojim^nt of,....,. ....... ^„...l.... ...... ......... 188, 189,1^0, 

SCHOOL HOXTSES.—See Sites for School Houses. 

■ • ' i. 

Kot to be erected on t^e division-lines of towns, ..ff ••• J-^'Jy ^^^- » 

Sites for, when and how to be desigc^ted, .*. 111,180, 181,186. 

Taxes for building, fairing or pur<fhafli|^ ^., apthorized to be . 

leyied ....• ^,.,., '.'. Ill, 180, 181, 186, 181 

• '•' • ... . . , ... ...., 

TiMfes for dbcL, not to exceed |400 except on certificate of town 

superintendent, ,. 112, 168, 169, 181, 18t. 

When and how amount for building <bo., may be raised by JLnstalm% 112, 181 . 

Wfa^auehyote may be re-eonsidered, .w**.* \^^» ^^* 

Site of in unaltered, distriG||| when and how to be shang- 

^.., ....I .*....! ,. 118, 168,169,184,186, 186,188'. 

Sale of, when, by whom, and on what terms to be made, and inyest- 
ment vf proceeds, ..!.'. '. .. 118, 114, '181', 185, 186, ijl.' 

iSnstees to purchase or lease sites for, and to build, hire or purchase 
keep in vepair and furnish with necessary 'fuel and appen- 
dages, ,..:.............;..^;..:.:..:..:.\;::; :.... .:.y... 116,219; 220, ^«i.. 

TVustees tahaye custody and safe keeping of,.. ^ ...,. ll5, 220. 

Regulations respecting use of, when not required for dis.' purposes, 220, 221. 
Trustees authorijBd to expend ten dollars per annum in repairs on, 

and toleyy the same on district,* ,, ^.'..1 ^ H^* 

Tax for buildmg, <fco., paid by tenants, to be charged to owners, 1 H 

When inhabitants to be exempt from tax for building;,...;....;..... 119, 215. 

Examination of by- town superintendents, 161, 168, lo4. 

Form of resolution for ta;c for erection of,... ? ^81 

Tax for building may be raised, but cannot be expended until tide 

to site has been procured, .' .«.• 188,189. 

Collection of tax for building not to be suspended by yote of dii^t, 188. 

Sites for must be fixed by yote of inhabitant^ •••• ..' l&d-^ 

Proceeding in case of failure of title of site to,« • ' -188.^ 

Effect of yote authorizing trustees. to repair, ^Iec., •*•••••*. ^^^: 

Hay be kept in repair, when built by subscription,.,.'. 189. 

,*'* 4. ... . ... .... ...,11 Jll' • 
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Parbersliipsiii erection of^- ph>lubitod, : ;'. 18^; 199. 

Additional xDome, not^ be provide in, for select^sdMols,... 189. 

' Taxes for repairs t>f ought not to be voted^ where ifiatriet i^ no 

tffle to* site^ Ae^, /.• W.-' 

Ownership of, when ^ected withont^ permission of owner of soQ^ 188.- 

Tux may be voted for eidargement of^ without certificate of town 
• superintendent,. « .,. :......;. 190. 

Taaciss for wood-honse, fence and bell may be Totidd Ibr^ 199. 

SOflOOL LISTS;— See Teaches' lists. 

SCHOOL MONEYS; 

Hbw to be apportioned by state superintendent, 9£, 9^, J8, IS9, 140. - 

hW to be a{)propriatedi !....:.....:.. 98,' 98, m. 

Apportionment of in the diviBlon of towns and I3ie erection T)f'new 
town,., ^ « ;. ....'. 9S&, 99, 

Ce/tiQcate of apportionment of to be made to the OomptrbUier, and 
notice to comity clerk, '. ii..'. 99. 

Clerk of board of superyisors to transmit certificates of ambndt ral^^ 

ed ;..:.A ...; ..;.: 

Apportionment of by town snp^iotendent; wfitti and ^o^ to hk - 

made,....: ...L ..,; 98, 109, 1^; 149 i»'lW. 

WId^i mJij be withheld by comptroller and state Superintendent, ^ 99.' 
When and how to b«e distributed; among the seyeral cour ties;.: . .' . . . 100. 

Eqptahl^ power of «tatd luperintdndent in diredtio^ apportion- ' 

nientofmder^in<iases ., ......l......^ 108, 1($2, 1981 

D^ of tqwn sup'i on the alteration or divfllon of dii^irlcts stib^ ' , ' " 

sequent U^ the a^iial, report. of trustees,.... .:...! .: :.:. 108, 104. 

I)o» do. do. 01^ th^ fb^mfitioi^ of a district prior to the date of such' 

report, ,.,..1..! ...,.,.„..,.. ..r — •• -v ..;.... i. 104,' 168. 

When uncalled for, in one ^^ar^ to be adde^ to amonntn^ to be ajp- 

.portjoned^.M^ft^t..; • • v.. '• - . • 104, 168. 

When to be returned to county treasurer........... I...... 104, 168^, 

Majf l^withjbi^ld <N]^ failure of town superintendent to make annual 

report, .■ .-..t .....,...,...,. 105.^ 

IHcfposition of^ on annulment of school districts,....^ 109, 14^, 146.' 

To \^ divided into ^rtioi)s by ^tts^e^ ;' how to b^. asm^ed %nd 

1flH)Ue<i, ........lv.M...M^r-v...;. .:...............,. 116, 183, i^^^mi 

FoEfeituTf of .districttiso^ector for loss b( by neglect of duty,., . ;^ . . . . . 1 SO. 
IVostees to prosecute for recovery of, apportioned to district,....^.. 121, 250.' 
Account of receipt a^d expenditure of, to bet ajunually rendered by 

trps^ees, ; v 128; 

fifli^nce in hands of trustees to be paid over to Successors i|i offici^, 194, 

ii^l^als to the state superintendent from, refusal of to^wn supIL to 

-p^y money to, .'..'. .t ,.•.••• .......,,.,,.,••••• ^^» 1^8; 27«., 

Tp bo apportioned to schools for colored children, .., ^81, \\lA. 

finb^zzlement of by the town superintendent or otjier school qf^- 

•ers, penalty for,i..i. :....' J.l...^. '•* J91^* 
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Aooount of receipt aod duborsemeat of by town snp^ Addipldr - 

ment of bakuMe dae^- . ..*<.*.4.»i«^4.a;^.ii*^.*Ui;k,.us...ibk.i.; 101^,. |06, 107« 
Wben loet ia oonsequeiioe oi* tHlTiA'Bl^ebft of Bfi{f > 4dlool afl|et»i«» 

bow to beproseeated test aod ree(wiaed^..;i^a..^.w..w..i.^..,,; IS^t lft9» ItiQ^'^ 
Application of raiaed b/ or MdAgilig^W a>ldWB^« * . ; .^^ .«,.^ «'..t, .^« L98. . 

8SNECA. 
ProTidoa rdttfi^ td fAufafetllvh of mtevofl tuilioii'm the «ib»ol» of. 

dbtrfct? Nbi^ Ir ftithe- town «f». „.,,... . .. 8tf . 

SEPARATE NEIGHBORHOODS. 

FfoVisions ^'tf^f^oliAimi^ 93,.98v \^i 199:^ 

I)uij of town 8iiperiiiS#tA)eM ft(s^tlltig''Off, <fck,iv<»..;w. ^ .• 109l> 

Ilflikbitedts'of^y^tA^'Ollklfti^ ^jt of.vii'rfi...viu.«;u.^.^..M«. 12811 

Stiiar'fcdOCK 111391 ANS. • 

Act for i«lief^6f,-in iSl^^hf3fiti£-<i^9miStmm^^ 860ii 

SttES lk)R SCHOOL HOUSfe ' » / . . 

^e!ki and how to be desigDatedr;..; ...:.... j. .;....... Ittj 18<>, X^\^^ 

T4^fi8f(»';wbetiitad1fo#'tOlielevied,:..;^.;^ .:. Ill, llM^I9i;l 

In nnaltered iMth6t^; ^fafeh aUd Ikiftwi' to be eftiiligK- '! 

ed,...^. 118, MB, llW,5f84, ^SS;- 18#, l«ft. 

Sale of, wbed, by ^boin, nfid ^' ^^^ t^rnttf to hb mftii^, ttid Silf4i|idt- ^ • 

meiito^pro6Mdd,...............v ...v. 1^18, 414, 1B9^ IM, 188yMl. 

TViist^esto purchase Ot teafisid, A 4eag[amS[^^^MMi.,^,,.^4.^. IISvBlfU 
TfiX^ for purchlUiidgf pidd by 'iefianttiHk; to be <ffaliT|fed''tO oimeM« - lV$i 
Tf de to mi£^ be proenred before- expenditare of 4a9i<iir"bttilcKi]if i 

^hpnse,.....'...'.!. ^..v....'. .V.' *«.-•«.*.. «a4. •'»»-.«.'«,'. »tv;ii-»«^» I88U 

Bfiielbe fixfed by tOt« of diitHet,...:...;;..:i;.iUi.;i*-.u;.«i»<..«tw«A»w > 188. 
On ffaiQre.of title to, oeffifidtffe'bf tbi*<iif eipl^ ll<ii^«fltfta» t»<ee- 

tabliflhm^t^ of jS^ dib; .'.....;;...«.;..•...;.;.... 4,... 18a; 

Takfor may be tnfficient to cover expeaeee- of proedriap titioM. ..... 1 88» 189. 

Effect of \JtihmL\!»AiS^\tp(iitL,V6am» 18& 

iWin of mihttt^lb bef )tk^\ifjf ^Mfiist Mtk, oaicUaige >e£ih linal- 

tered QifltriCv,*.*.^.*...^^!''.... ^.iva.^.f •»'««. ^^ *.•«««.'. •t.i^k ««»•%««•««. «««..^.'**. i-Vft 
dlPI^Ctf AL l!ttBTIN08,---«ee^]>iatriet .llaetinga. 
When andh^tr'lk^ V«riiy^1i)K*%4iNmitt^«^^ 

^^opoeed alterstions in* joint -adieol -diatrieter and effect of decis« . 

ion of,..V..r ;.4.: i.a......i.....^./...:i%....» w...... :10% UT^ 

111' di^olVed xiistriotB when to be eaUed by traBteeSr to raiae naon^ 

todischarg^legalliabilitiee,-.. ..;........?.. .*.«..*•....«...'.• ..-..4....i.. lOOi 

Vfhen and howta be called for the eleotie«iol«dieti<i4t offieete and 

for other pur posoBi'.'. . ; . .v. . • .v.*.'. . v... . .•-■*.-. -.-•-. «.>.>«.^. .J* « ^ .w. *i^ *.•••. Ill, 1 \>%^ J 78t' 
Ftoceedingfb'Of iwt to bedeemediUe^ feir "w^tof ttoiee^ AD., ^ 112, Vl% 26ft 

For change Cf8it»cfiinatii£AM^4tir«f^ ^^...........v.v..*^...^.^ lift 

Notice of Oitttetiiliflp^dftb bier ^ckB^ v.:ll5^^Mtt 

to becalledby trutteea,... v....-..«-^.4*.* 415, 20d,i;H9. 

'^ot^^ <k i^hea tobegiren by* tmateea^...... ....... v...;v. <...«. ' 118, 2fA. 

fiAdiSt noAoa to^/by diatrietelerh(..i ........ .w. . .^.w.g«i;.. hjv.. ..^^ fW 
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ST.REGIS INDIAKB. : • * . . .1 . . 

Aeito provide for the eduoatioaof.the.c!uldr6iiofp...«.tUii *«.<..«*' >.'867. 
STATE OEMIFIOATE OF QVALIFICATIok . u ' 

Siaie superintendent authorized to >gnuit».;..^.u.«*..... « ' • , .96. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,«r<^«Q K^rnullMM*^. 

STATE TAX. 

For support of. eommaH scfaoola, how to. be .le!ri«l .wad. opUp^ - ■... , < 

ed, ^...^ .,>..>..,i^.;f 2i 9^ UI9, 140. 

suits: • ,. : ..:; ..,;;. .' 

By tb7mfiuperinteQdent.for/CplketiQniof.{^«Iti^.«fa4fwli^ . }P^[ 

Da da for.balimeesinthe.hQiideqfpredqoewofsJA^edpS^ ; IW*, 

Do» do. formonejA in the. band4 of e^e» of jj^ly^d di8tri<^»,,. . 109, U6. 
By trustees for penalty for illegal TOting at district. i|t)eeti9^».,fM- JilQ,/2iH). ^ 
Do. on security given on sale lof •. dislviot, pFO]|er;^^.v..ri«>M«* 11^ 114^ 249. 
Da for forfeitures and balances in hands of canector|^..,.-f'-**h«M**^ ^^0« ^^* 

Da« against bail prsmeU^ of cQUectors,. 4.M-- >-**>f«<t<«--»^*vM« . 120, 

Dot agaifist nonresidents f<>r non-payment of t^z.Ust o; ^a^-biU,... .l%i, 249. 
Do. against town supeRi94Kid«fi<«tfoi^,rj^T§ry of monkeys, afipor- ,^ 

.:^9i]^ed|)y 4e disjbrict,...*,-^..,, ^ ii...... '..' 121, 26a 

Do. forrecoyei^.of;|^Ba^y:agaj^stpr^ei^98^];9lfojif refusal or ne- 

Jfbct«to aeoouiiti..j..i...,..^ , ^24, 260. 

Doi foe faalaocesof i]Ml^ireqsaiBiiigiq..tkfBhiuid»of ^ed&oetami 124« 250., 
Bl^.iown supeimteoflfiiitalar. peiv^ty,|i£;^i)Mt..trujitew forne^^lect .. 

Off refusal .to ae emtfi t^M^»''»*^»»>>.'»**Myj>ff »v .»r<f vtM^.*^*...*. ...^....y . »« . . iiS^t 
B|f trustees against thf^ .pxQdep.e^Bors for Ices or injury to books in 

Da forreoo'«eryoffin^fQr>2PV9^o]^jl}rytoQij(G|h.boa)cv-*«^^^ - ^^Cf. 

By- state superintendent, for p«nal,ty . against county cL^k» ^^T^^' . a • - j < 

sai oKnegiecii'iiO rep(Hrii^.*'«a*i>..«^«'..«.»«**%«*i*..,.«»^.t«..««.*,. ^b*^...*.*.* ^^ ,^ -izi*- 
fy supervisor for penalties . tod jforf^iturea . agI^nst. tonpn f ^peiin- 

tendents ind offidars^.^Ustneti^tei wilfipltAegljBet ol «^^.di^ty>^,. . , ^ 128,, 
Prevision foroosts and jezpenses o^ by and ag&iost . town aupt.and. , r , 

clears of school districtB,.*.*k;r«u.«f.i*»i»«4^i-^>«v*«.r4.*v.'*<i\*«'l|<§^^i^9> 169. 
By trustees for wilM<distiirba&os^lii|0iirni)ti#n^di4%l4 . w 

General prinoiples of law.xesppAtingi by and against trustees of -j,, 

districts, • • • w.^.. ■.»•••.«..•«*•«••••«.. ••.••'•^••.•»*.>4*t4«i«'(vp*f««** ••*<,^j> ')v49, tQ .4SiDP« 
SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SOHOPIA 
Annual report of what* to. ecJalaijBi^«...i(*^»«.*(fL>.^A^..iM;;.*r.<»f«<«»*.;(^.j^ I , .. 96r 

To appoint a general.depaty,..,,..,^.,...-...%v...^.v^^•••.•••^••«»t••r•v.»<^•. ,..i'...v^ 
Kiy appoint visiters of ^nuqon scbof^vif(.f...«^,.Mf.,jyf.i.«.*;.v}^«f... . ,^.. "; 
lb grant state certificates of auaMcati^tp.jljJIc}^ ^^.^^ .«j 

Copies bf papers filed witt iwd aeta.|Pvi^<Jieci|S^ 1?^» 4?Vj «^*!?^Jfrt 1 ' 7 

. ^ted, ....*<..».^|..«^«...,v..v ««.......................^,y,3j^,^*..,^^^. ,^ ^ 9T« 

Aftf)ottionment. of .schopl moneys by,^^,^^,.,,^.;^-^.,^'.,,^^, ^% ^[89,^40^ 
Ikity of in apportipnmeut.ol. state. taiMi^h.tt.rf^*ii''ffi?i$jf'l,^^^ 
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-!IV> giye oertifiaale. to coax^UoViet and-nofciee .io toimly deilBi,... . . ; . :99. 
AatboiiMd to . withhold schooL money tm Hulord .of bowd . of etiper^ 

Yii^B to>atte adioimi rcgnbvdbyrlalr).....^ i..... . IK). 

' To {urepuro and. traosnut miitablft fbrnuand ulttnieti<wis for oxeon- 

tioD of Bohooi kw^v 4;.;»*<i.w..'.iM* v ;» •*?. ;.. 99. 

Appoiiiottmeht by on diriiion and 0x«Dtk»i of'tovns,... .% • 98, 99. 

• Jby withhold, in oonjunetion with oomptroller^pubUc moneyi m «er- . 

tain oaiea^ ..«,.M»o......'i '.«..<...(..^ « k...« 99. 

. iBqoiiable powera of kk tho appor^iooinent of pttUio: mon- 

•y, 105,104, 152, W8. 

To add .monajar. r-enuuning on hand for one ycAir, to the amount ; 

next to be ^portioned,.... ^ 104. 

To give notice of loes of school inoney occasioned by neglect of 

town Bup't ,' ' l05. 

- When authomed to call special meeting for election of district dffi- 

oers, ,.,..,.:.. ........^ 112. 

Consent of to t>e^ given to the correction of ettctn in tar list or rate^ ' 

bills, .;..'.........; 121, 202. 

Appeals to from proceedings of infaabitanta and officers of diMrietB ' 

and others.............:.*....;..... ...; :;. 124, 2t4 to 978. 

Ckinsent of^ ne6&ssary te application of library money to teachers* 

wages, ..V.:^......... .^..^ ' 125. 

Td prescribe regolations respecting the preservatien of district libra*' 

ries, the use Of books, Ae,, i.. l26. 

Appeals to froin act6 or decisions of trustees Or mhabttanfts, eon* 

ceming district fibtoies, '..'... : 128, 478. 

Directions to be given in '6ftse of withholding library money from dis- 
tricts, ...: : ;.;.;...:::..... ..: " 121 

When authcnriced to select a libfaty for disttidts, .;.;'.. , 12t. 

To prosecuto for |>enalty against county clerk for reftaal o^ neglect 

toreport,... :...: I. .i.. 127. 

' Hay remove any schoolofficerfor embezslement- of ptxblte money €/i 

wilful neglectof official dixty, ^ 181. 

To cause to be printed school laws, fbrms and instrecti6ns, ACy... . 98, 181 
Power of town superintendents ovdr districts fMrmed by, on aj^ ' 

peal J i........:...^ 189, 

Regulation^ prescribed by for preservation and use of books in dis- 
trict librarieef, : 240, 287 to i70. 

bo. do. prosecution of appeals^ ...; 275 to 278. 

lV>'^siibs<:dbe to an educational periodical, dkc., ■ .«...'..;;... 870^ 

l^owers' and'dutieis of, in the supervision, management and govern- ' 

' ment oif the state normal sdiool^ 871. 

thteyW reference- to the purchase of Webster's Dictionary for the 

use of schocds, ' '...'..'• a* '878. 

SUPERVISORS.*-^ee Sotfrd •/ fii^efw«Of«. ' • -' ' 

^own superintendent to OKeeute a bond to^ widi ittreti^s to be * 

^ipiored by^;l..;v............;........;'....i...;...;:...; ;......;... 161,141. 
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Town BtRMviiiteiidiBtt iodigflbl^ iM,».'ii*44;.««^.'*«..'.»».M.iii» .4«> •••<«« '}rQ&:J^8« 
To prosecate- f<Mr penalty- impoi0A4»n"4»1rotingw ri ii toiHfap tt a tf l a ct * 

' ' When to be aesodated* with • towp. sopedatendeat juod, 'iaMAodbr^ 
in the formation or ilteNttion'ef diBtribti, nidi pMi«ra,«aitd.»ONii- 

pensactlon <... .' w^.vwv.ju ....... i%X!(K^4A.H$^Ui. 

• ^To proeeente for penalty for wilfid • neglect -of «ffiaial duty -by 

town stip^rinte&dtnt«' and 'tflkieili 'Of; icbdol dlitrltte;.;. . . ..^ . .. • < itS8^<3i69, 

BYBACfUSBL 

Act relating to pnblitf iilMt^Ur'in thtf dty df,....^..* 4.«.^f#.A^«.. S45« 

T, 

TAXES. 

Inhabiti)ata of dieeolved distncU, when anthonzed to raise, ...'. . 109. 

<. lEor purchase or lease of sites, and for building, hiring or purchasing 

8Cu00J,npi^B^8,«.*i»^.»-*.^«.*_.....««.>«..*..«.»».*.i.^^....°.^ii«...f .«^....;^. yXif ^pO, l9l| loo. 

For fuel and appendages, clerks' books, maps, globes, black boards, 

and ap|9anltufl^...••.,v••^••«r^••f••w4M•»••M«•^«r,'» llj^ J80. 

. •'t'For bi4)ding»- hiring, or purchasing school house, not exceeding 1400, 

except on- eertififa^^f ,toxa■a^pvirltendelMi|M^•:•.•v^vr;,^>.v. ^?> ^^^^ ^>^'^' 
^oWhenand how to be raised ^y instalment, .' 112, 181. 

Re-oonsideratioi^iof,..,«p»^«..*,, f«...>.... ^.» , ll.8,i8]. 

. . Assessment of in joint districts, when and how to be equalized....... 1 18, lYO. 

iO be a p po s s eft :py, itinW f i eyi ,Mt* v vw-?* *? < «^ >«■»?♦ >v »« • ^a « » « >.t « 7« ••.*.y * ».•*', zoi. 

For vnoyn^.of. exemptions from rate-bills lor Jt^ftchers' wa- 

ges,.>.».it»«^*,*«.**»a,t*.**»*.««...,4«^.««..»f ,*«44^4*«<^..*t*,tr^**f >•,..•..*'« Vmj^ ,■ ■ yi 2fA»^/l»0» 

." Befieiencies iiijt how to Iw provided for, U6^ 188. 

; j^rovisionsfor thQMsessmeiij^.and^xiU^c^oi^.Q^..,.... fl,i7,.ll8; .119, J^Ol to.^9« 

Who to*be defimed 'triable .iqjiabitant^,,^. . * »Mf « > ,,,,,.,„y ,..,,,. 117,^8. 

.'.'Jfor purchasing, .school, house and site, to be charged by tenants to .; 

ownefaofi^eslw(e^.«,.f,*<«.««.*<**<<-Tr«*t.rr*->v*''**'*t-*M*v«.*vTf.*** M*^* 
':0n non-resident^unpccupied and unimproved re9l*^tate» tiow.^'etuni; ^ 

mi and coUectf^....«...v»**^*vrf,^*»-v*'^-vvrv*i ^JiB^ i\9,!i0% to 209,^^12. 
Valuation pf,ku^l|s^^,fif9per^y,..hoif; tft,bf\ aw^t^ned,,.^ ll^.JJfle,. 209 to^lC. 

. ' Jteductions in such valuation, how claimed and when to be allow- 

" • • • . > . 

ed, fc... „..,.^,.,<„,.,.^...^.,..,., .,,,... \l^,ZQ9ip$\fL 

. ^Prgp^fKHngS'on such daim, and when valuations cannot be asC^.^in* 

^'fron^ assessn^ent roll, .,f^..«,f«.<.,.f,r.<«<;*K,^.9ff2Q9. t9,S12. 

riSxemptignfro^i for building, sphoolhjginse, in, ^certa^n^/^.^s^,^,,'.. ,U9, a 1 5. 

To be ae^eyeed ie^, within thirty ^7^ a^tec^TOte therefqi:|;t?rs*^nt« USh^^^* 
.rlhity offlo^ectorJn.cpllecti9nof,and.whf».?IW^y}))ftYi0^u<^ .. 119. 

When tofoerlevied byirqste^f foE fn^..,»,j,..^.^...^,.„^.,^.^^,..^.,»^^, ^20^416. 
.' :When trustees wyr )evy w|th<?iit a. yote of the dUtnc^.....k»*.'4?^. ISJ, 216. 

Warrants for collection of, hoP'li«iae4^%Bj^-9l^>fVid<^Kh9|^^ , . j:-5 

renewable iiy:wi]fite^^v/..9A>.<»M«i»j>«i.>«**vti«5*««^**«rf«i*,**t*,*^^Mr',*« , .♦i>'r*^* 
. t »Tm<m9 iwthori^ftd. .^. prjwwte jajm^re^idents for^njm payjpe^<^i,^.^, 1 «!• 



For purdttseof diirli-idilfftMry, ii^}ieii'«fktlioi>iz^,... 1)6, f92, 189; WO. 

' ¥o be imposed' bj trustees of distriets for • eoste mid expenses of 

suits by or against officers bfdistiicts,.... 129. 

'TTobe spedfitfrfU^'YotBd,..: .:.......:.....;. W4, 251. 

On rlutlroad, plank road, turnpike, banking and other corporations^ 

*how tbbe'aa8e8sed,'Ac;, .-. 206,^07, 218. 2U. 

ISffect of directibhia'of district 'on vote for collection of,... 138 

For irood house, fence, bell, and necessary in school district,.* ' 190 

For conlmg^tpur{kHse8 and' arrearages,.. 190. 

Application of portion of, wheh'ndf required for district purposes, 190. 
Against agents, tenants, trustees, ' guardians, executors and admin- 
istrators, how' to "be ife'seMed,: 212,218, 214, 216. 

Persons ' knd property exempt 'from,.., ^ 216, 316. 

TAX LISTS. 

Trustees of *di*8ft<)t?'ed dis^icts to make out' for discharge of legal 

liabilitiea, 109. 

To be made out* by ttusteefi \^\iaX' to cdntam 115, 201. 

Deficienees in amount collected by, how to be raised, 116. 

To be made out for amount of exemptions of indigent persons, 93, 116, 117. 
' Fo^erii atid= duties- of trustees in tnaking out,. . . . 117, 118, 119, 201 to 219. 
Yaluations *df property to be astMrt^ined from lost assessment 

roll of town, 119, 209, 210. 

Claim for reduction when and how to be made and allowed, 119, 2Q9, 210. 
'Trustees when to make original assessment, and to' give notice 

thereof; .."....,.... 119, 210, to $12. 

To be made out within thhrty days afrer tax voted, 119, 201, 202. 

When to be ^fefivefed, with warrant, to collector, and his duty 

thl^reen,. '. ; 119, 218,' 219. 

Errors in how to be oorrcctet},. ; ; . ; l2l, '202. 

When may "be made out ifter ^cpiration of thirty days 202. 

Fo^m of for wUection-of district faxes,. ' 217. 

Form of warrant for collection of, 2I8r 

'Trudtees' authorized to prosfetute for amount due on by non-resi- 

'de*nt8, in'eenkfai ca!ses,i ; J .' ..121, 249. 

TEAOHE'RS. ' • 

State caeiitificate o^ quatifieaiions, when id be granted to, 96. 

Wages of, when andhow payable, and on what order, 108, 116, 197, 278. 

When tb bis deemed duly qualified,. ..,1 108. 

* Inspection and licensing of t)y town superintendents, 107, 108, 164 to 167. 
Certificates of qualification to, when to be granted and dinulled by 

town Bup^ts., .• l07. 

In joint districts, by whom ceHificate to be granted and annulled, 1 07. 
TVustees to co'rifract with, employ and pay by orders on town super- 
intendent and rate-bills, 115,11^, 98,221. 

To keep Verified lists of attendance and visitation of schools, 1 20, 970, to 278. 
Form of teachers*" lists, daily and* weekly rolls, <6c, 271,272. 



7ona of oflrtificate of qurtifiw^tiwi and of iiuimmeBt aomiHiog tbe 

same, *.f»..... . 1^4. 

Smployment of, their payment, and rate-billa for coUeotion of wa-. 

ges, '. 221 to MO. 

OoDtraeta with, how to be made, and effect of,.... 221,222, 228, 278,274. 

Board of, how to be prorided for, ». . 222,. 228. 

When trustees may dismiss^ 228, 278. 

Trnstees tu co-operate with in the government and discipline of 

the scheol, 282. 

When eligible as district collector 262. 

Powers, duties and liabilities of, in the preservation and enforce- 
ment of order and discipline,. < « « 278,274. 

ISntitled to participate in the privileges of the district Kbrary,. ... 278. 

When library may be placed in charge of by trustees, 278 

When authorized to dismiss school without losing time, • , 274. 

May open and dose their school with prayer and the reading of the 
scripture, .' 278. 

Duty of in"^ reference to care and custody of Webeters' Dictionary, £78. 

TEACHERS* INSTITUTES. 

History of the organization and establishment o^ • . 59, 6Q, 61, 66, 71. 

Act for the establishment o( .. 872. 

TEACHERS'LISTS. ' . . * 

Trustees to ascertain by examinatiop of, the number of days fpr 
which each person isliable for instruction,, ..•..•• .^ 116. 

Blank books to be procured by trustees for keeping, 120, 199, 281.* 

How to be made out and kept, and forms for, ».«r** 27^i ^^^ 

TEAOfiERS' MONEY,— See School money, Teachera'Wiyes/ , . . , 

Proportion ot to be designated in the apportionment by town sup't 108, 160. 

Howpayable to teachers,; 108, 160, 197. 

When to be withheld by town superintendent^ and his dn^y thereon, , 162. 

When and how to be divided into portions, 116, 188^ 198, ^99. 

TEACHERS* WAGES.— See Teachers. 

Appropriation of public money to payment of,....^ 98, 97, 98, 189, )40. 

Provisions for coUeiption and payment of, 98, 116, 116, 197> 228 to 280. 

Indigent inhabitants to^be exempted from payment of, 93, 116, 224 to 280. 

When library money may be applied to the payment o(,... 125, 182. 

TENANTS.' . . * ' . 

At will or for years, authorized to charge tax for purdiasing sites, 
building school houses, ^c^ to owner, 117. 

Liability of to taxation, « ,,.. 2t2, 214. 

TEXT BOCtKa ' 

• • • 

Library money not to be expended in the purchase of,. .^ . , . A64. 

To be riecommended by town superintendents, 108, 168. 

TQNAWANDA INDIANS. 

Xct to provide for education of ib^d children qf, in the opun^ of « 
Oeneaee, : ..,. .869. 
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TOWNS. 

Apportionrntot «f puBEo moaej ta ereotioQ or division o^ w... i% 9d, 140>| 

I^OtOr BPAilD.— Soe Town SuperiaUEdent, town Clerk, Sa- 

p«ryi0or. 
TOWN CLERK. 
Appoiatment of town supormtendent bj Justic6s,,tobe.filQdin » 

office of,...., v.-....» ....•^,... .,..........,,..v...., 10^X41^ 

l!own superintendents ineligiUe to office o(,.*..«.,...^«,«.,...^. ......... 108» 14S. 

To reoeiYe and keep repeicts of trustees to town snperintendeifts* 

books and papers,^. .^...., ..w,*....^ 106, Wl^ 148; 

To receive and record estimates and apportKon'taof scbool nion«y, 107, .IAS. 
To notify town Boperinieadttit to make hobiuiI repor^«. «•«.••..., Id, 14& 
Wken ,to be associated with town sftperintendent and eupernaor in 

the fonnftion and alteration ^ distiiets, and powers and eom- ' 

pen^i^t^fif when so associated,—* ,m.... ............ 108, U2» 148, 1M^ 

HThen Mkhfrieed to order inhnbitants of disirict to notify Uprdat 

jneetinip fopr election of district <^Bteert|«*...M..v..v«..hr«.uw.'««««.«;« it8. 

TOWN SCPOQL FUKM. 
Promiieoe>resp9tii|g^o»»»«*«..»..«*.»..«.»^^.k. 18t to 287, 141, 149, 1^1;, i#8^ 

TOWN :9i]iPS^INTEN9BaiTa OF COMMON SCHOOLa 

Shared pQ)iie,iiK)noy to be puid ow^ te^.. *.«... v. u;.iw«...^«.M|^ tOO,.!^/ 

Hev t» be apportioned bj tbeau..t.*.*....^.-...«i4......;^... «. '98. 

Netiee of i afpqrtic^unent by state si ^ ^s rittt fident^. io he giv«il \» - ' 

vW cevHf*7 «rea|iiirer,.«««,f..*f •••««•«•«•..* ••*.••■••«•••*..'*••••.&•••«•«••*•• 'lOw ' 

Eleetknandfqqeral.powcpE* and dHtie«^(.«M ..«.««««..». •^^...tb 100,- I4h- 

To enecute a bond with sureties to superriser, . eonditioited for Uie . 

Ibithfal perfomanojd of datios oC Ac* ^j..«.««».toAb«i....*. lOt, 141( 

Form of band,<f.$».. ,•«••»•••••••««••»»••;..«. ••«,'•■*««>•«%•«• • Vlik- 

Yaeaneies in office of, when and how to be filled, •««,.. •; • 101, 141, 148. 

IV^qitiee of appointment to be gUrea te,«....« <,•••«« liOl, M. 

Term of office, when to commence and duration o( 101* 141, .148wk 

In^ljgible as trustees of a school district, supervisor or town 

derk, •...*••••••••• ^••« 101,. 108^. 148. 

To perfiorm .the duties of trustee of gospel and sdiool landi^«.«. * . « 108, yiS^ 
Duties of in reference to the formation and alteratiQi^ of diatyiet^ . 
and the receipt and apportionment of school money...... <..«.•• 

102, 108, 142, 143, 144^ 148, 148 W W4, 171 to X%4^ 
Do. in the ebllection and application of penalties and IbrfeitureSi 108^ 18T- 
Da m payment of teachers and library nxnc^,,.*.....,.**..^. 108» 148 1» VULt 

Da on the alteration or division of districts after date of the an- 
nual report ..^,..,^ ^,.. ........*.<.... 1Q8,104» 168... 

To add monies. uncalled for, ^vpag one year to anonnt nect-to .; a 

he affertiooed, ^ ...•...•,„•.«». 104^1,88. 

When to vetocn suflh mcniea to tiie^eounty treasorei^^*..* «v«i»»* 104^ 168. 



ibpinnl roport o( whea to be made and what to coa- 
tain, i 104, 106, lft4 to 166^ 

Penalty for neglect,...,. ., 106, 166. 

To keep an aeooimt of moneyi received and expended and to lay ' 
the same before board of ^towa auditora,^..,.. 106, 106; 167, 168. 

« 

To render account to his sooceesor in office and pajr over balance 

at the escpiratian of his tenn, to be filed in town clerks office, 106, 167, 168. 
To state and pay over balances appropriated to school dist's, 106, 167, 168, 

SttoeeBsor in <rfBee to proeeente for any unpaid balance, 106, 167, 168. 

To take and hold property transferred fbr the nse of cool schools, 106, 168. 

Authorised to administer oaths,.....;.. «... 106. 

Ootnpensation of and how paid,. 106, 142. 

Be|x>rt8> «stimatea and apportionments of where to be filed, ..... 106, 107. 
Powers and daties of as'inspeetor of Common Schools, 107, 154 to 164, 174. 
To grant and annul certificaites of qnalification to teachers, and ' 

Atma for, i 107,154, 1W,1Y4. 

When and hetw «4lteH to vialfc sohoolsj !..... 108, 167, 158 to 164! 

Powers and.dtttiesof, atsacfa yiaitalion, 108, ld7'to 164. 

To advise and oonsnlt with trustees in relation to •theii' duties and 

4hfi management of the s<dM>ol and ooune of instnietku, 108, 16t to 164. 
PawBrs and duties of in the Ibrmation and alteraticn of school- 

districts, 108, 100, 148^146, 171 to m.' 

When authorized to call gpeoial meeting in joint cMriets fbr ttJls^^ 

porpose of deteimining on proposed aMeration,... J..';'. lb8,'l%7t 

Dirty of; on tiM annalmwit of a distriotr.. 10i('l^fl46. 

DOkon the fbimakion of a district^... «. ..»i............lT09, ItO. 

To prepare anotioe in writings deict^biag the disiriet and'a|yikdhtin§^' 

time «(id placa for fitat meeting, dKS., 109. 

WfasH to renew. auefanotice»^.^v...... :...... ' liO. 

Oen^ent of* for the designation of twoor more sites for school hous- 

^ and fot levying tax for the purchase or lease thereof, and for 

balding or purchasing school houses thereon, dbc, 111., 

WlMn to Wder inhabitants of districts to notify special meetings 

for election of Strict officers,.....! : 112. 

Oefiifi^te o( to tas ezeeeding $400 for bnikling,'hiring or 'purcfaas- ' 

ing school house, ^ 112, 181,468. 

To equalise fahisfion of taxable property in joint districts, on appli- 

cation of trusts^..,. 118, 170. 

Ocosent of, necessilry to change of site in unaltered district, 113. 

IVhen to fill vacancy in the office of trustee,. 114, i69. 

Attftnited to accept resignaticm of district officers, and to give no- ' 

tice thereof to derk or truittees,... \ II4.' 

TsaehoJa* wages to be paid in part by-orders on, for pobUc money, ' 'ill 
Approbation of to be given to second and subsequent t'Onewsls of 

dbtribt wanante^........... ..KVlW. 

Suit . to be bsooght against, by trustees fok-fecCtery of money 'ap- ' ' " 

portionedby, «. i.'. 121. 
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Da do. for penalty for neglect or refusal to gccoimt, 1 24* 

Appeals to state saperintendent from proceedings o(<&a, 124,198, 275 to 27^ 

Penalties and forfeitures for wilful neglect of du^j by, and hoyi col- 
lected , 1 \ l%% lft9,248. 

FroylBions for costs of suits against, for official acts,. # 128, lt% 2H* 

To ascertain amount of such costs nod ezpeoBes, and levy and col- 
lect the same ....• «...• 129, 

Powers and duties of, relative to schools for colored child- 
ren, ,... 130, nii 152, 2Sa» 

May be removed from office by state superintendent for embezsle- 
ment of public money, or wilful neglect of official duty,. . 181, I661, 248« 

Copies of school laws, forms and instructions to be forwarded to^ 19Xf 

Powers and duties of, relative to town school fund and school 1(^« 188».l^. " 

Powers and duties of, relative to moneys in the hands of overseers 
of the poor,. 185, 151« 

To report names and poet-office address to department of common 

schools, ...k..^ ««...• 142. 

To allow trustees to correct defective reporti^ . 164. 

To furnish answers to appeals, 169. 

Powers of, in reference to districts formed by the state superintend- 
ent on appeal, .' 169. 

Not required to take oath of office, ••...,. « . 1'70< 

Forms prescribed by stat^ superintendent for use of,. ••.••.... ,170 to It'?. 

Form of bond to be given by, to supervisor, ;. 110. 

Form of resolution by, creating a new district 1 tl. 

Do. of notice to trustees withholding their c<»isent to an. altera tjon . 
of their district, i.***^.^....*. •.>.••<,. ••«.,«. 1-72, . 

Do. of notice of the first meeting in a district to organize, '172. 

Do. of resolution for the alteration of a district......... 178. 

Do on the formation or alteration of joint districts, • m.. 174. . 

Do. of certificate of qualificaticm to teacher^...... ,....*.. 174. 

Do. of instrument annulling teachers* certificate,... «•• 174. 

Do. of annual report, » 174 to 177. 

Duty of, in the organization and management of teachers' Insti- 
tutes, «..r*... . 872. 

Duty of, under act to provide for the purchase of Webster's Diction- 
ary for the use of schools, ....* 878. 

TROY. 

< 

Act to provide for the establishment of free schools in the city 

of,...,, , 861, 366, 86^ 

TRUSTEES. . ' 

Liability o^ to taxation for school district purposes, *, 214, 215. 

TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

(General powers and duties of, 115, 116,195. 

Town superintendents ineligible as, ^. 101, 142,195. 

Cannot hold the office of district clerk, .' 102, 195. 



m 

l^ttehen^ wages pKfMmoa ord« a^d certiBeate o$. 108, 160;.19t* 

]>oties o^ in th^tetjittuytQre of Ufarary money, • 108, 16.0, 161. 

Itay apply to st^enriBoz and toWB< elerk, to be associated with town 

snp'tin the fbrmadoDor alteration of disfoiois. .'. 108, 142^ 

Oonscnt o( Whan neeeflsary to formatioa w ahmitionof distriet, 

li6wtolMgiY«ii,aiidiioileeto, ......' 108, 148,144. 

Duty o( on <tt8«i^tioa or ooa8oBda(9on of district, 109.^ 

TSf eaQ special meetings for raising taxes to defray le^ Kabilities, 109. 

To preeecate for penalty for illegal Toting at district meetings,... . 110. 

Wheo and how to be chosen, , v 111^ 196.- 

To be divided by 16t into three classes, and t^^ms of oflSice of, ill, 196. 

Vacancies in offiseoj^ h^wflUied,. • Hit 114* 160> l^^i 196^ 

When to give notice of special meeting for election of district o&r 

oers, andfbr o&erpi»poseB, • 112, 1*78. 

When to designato the time fur bol&g annual meeting, 112, 1'ZS.- 

When to levy a tax fbr bufldittg school house, by instalments, 112, 18U 

To vppty to town stip^ for eqaalixation of valuatioD of taxable 

property in joiBit districts,... : 113. 

To exeqato deed OB sale of school house and let, 118, 22L 

To take security for payment of moneys on sudb sale ; to hold the 

same as a corporation, and to aaeount to their successors therefor ;. 

and to proiecttto on such secuiity, 11^, 114, 22U 

Appropriation by, of frooeedn of such sale to new site and house,... 114, 221. 
To fll Tacandesrin ofBaes of distribt derk, collector iftid librarian^ . 114i. 

Penalty for ralhsing to serve, and for neglect to perform official du- 

ties, '. 114 1«6| 248. 

Resignation of, how and to whom to be made, and notice of. «.^. n4» 196, 

Oopies of reports of, to be entered of recdtd by district clerk, 114., 

Tocall special meetings, .' 116, 200, 

When to» give notice oi special, annual and actj:>urned meetings, 116, 200. 

Tomak&out tax llstr and warrants, 116. 

To purchase or lease sites, and to build, hire, purchase and keep in > 

repair, schooifaooses, andto pnwidd hiel and appendages, 116, 2^9, 220» 221.. 

To have custody of district sehoolbouse, Hi^, 220... 

To contract wiih, employ and pay teachess, 116, 221. 

Tadivide the public m6ney in ^r^ons, and to ass^^n and apply the 

same : I..-....: 115, 198, 199^ 224. 

To ooUeet teacheri* Wiige^ not pvovided for by public money 116^ 224 > 

To exempt indigent persona fron} payment of teachers* wages, 

wholly or in part, and to certify such exemption to district 

dferk, : ,...., 93, 118, 224 226, 228, 22^^229^ 

To make out rate-bU^and warrant for teachers' wages,'.... 98,, 116, 224, 220.. 
May expend ten dolUws annually for repairs to school house, ai^td- 

levy the amount on the district, «..,! 116.-. 

Proceedings of, in apportionment assessment and coUeotiqn qf dis-v 

uiCv t axe s,... o..^.......^^. ♦...-.♦..«»» .»»».. ...«»..«»».... X-Ir'i,. xiw, ii-^^ ZyX ^B;Xi.tt> 
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lb make st«U(q|ieiijb» 4fi«cijp^aB. amd. r^tpmi) oC tuvjconyfuod and na- 

improv64 ^ea^ estat^i Uiri^le to taxation, 117, U8. 

|{ay omit toiQ<4uAe<iQn-r«sid«nt piropior^y a^nftedinpsa tbao tlur«« 

miles fiDmecbppl iMinD^,^,*.;^..*.^.*.,..^^.**^* .•.*•<>«.*«••«» »* 11.^ 

^^^lieD aad how to make origmal yaluations in taxable property, giv* 

ing notice, <fcc.,!.. ..,«...*..;. .,-....... « 119, 810 to 21& 

XFben to make out tax lists and warrants A to deUver to collector, 119, 201. 
To sue for, recover and apply forfeitmsea aad balaooes in hapds of 

. collector, ^...^ ..•.....*.. .,...«../...> 12C^ 

' To procure l^lank jbiooks for eotrj of receipts and disbursements, 

propertjof district, and teachers' lists, 120, *199, 21^270. 

When authflritedtalai7 tax wit]^out.vote«ft]ia^distn«t,....v«' l^ 1^1,2144 
When to procure fuel for use of district, and to levy tax therefor, X^O, 216. 
Force and efibet. of iKanai^s iasjiMd b|r, for oolleel^ of U» ljw$s ^ 

»te-bais, ,„ 121. 

BaoBwaXoi warrwrta by, wImp and h»wiaftdia,.M^<»«««** ■*«»»♦*«>»>«" 121. 

Aitthoriaed to prosecute ooD-reodfints ixx amoui^ d»a«n ewik 

WlMnandhoweRoc8intaxlistsor»t«4alUmaf beMircnledby^ 121(202. 
When to^proseeate for meiseys a^peitieaed to their- dii5tii«^..w«.. ISX, 9iQ« 
Ananal report ef,whe&ie be marie and wIlattocQOteik^.... 122,f242teai^ 

To hire temporarily^ when necessary, rooms for the acmmmodaltfiifc 

of childrteesftitledio attend aefaools, ^;...... ^i^..^....* t^^U 

In joint districts, reports to be made to town superintendent ef .eaeh- 

-^owfit, ...«.«....••<•<*«•.. .....^ ......».«•••.. •«*.*.«4«,».» UBI& 

PtNttlly fov falsereport,...,...^ *..., ,.. ..,*..**mm;^..-^* 128, 2^& 

Property vested in, to be held as acorporation,....*^..*^.*....^*-^.*.*;. ' 12d'« 
Ammally to render an aoeoimtto diatdot, of moaeya reoeked and 

' Upended, .» w...^..««^....^...».4«;;......*....>........^o....« 139., 

To pay to successors in office, baknce remaining ixk ihiA^ lianiis,!..^'. 124v 

Penalty for |«fuaal or n0^bet'toaie(»u&iorpa(yOffwv..«...* ..»*.^.,., 11^249/ 
Successors in office to prosecute ior, recover andapply such peni^- 

ty, and balances due from predecessors, 124, 249. 

Appeals to state superintendent fron^a0ts of,. 124, 276 to 27S. 

Powers, duties and Vabiiities of, as trustees of district libra- 

ly, 126, 126i 2f08 to 24«, 266 to 270. 

May be removed from office by Btlite superiiitendcttt, for embeazle^ 

ment of public money; or wilftil neglect of official duty, 181-,- 16^, 248. 

Penalties and forfeiture fat wilful neglect of official duty . by, and 

how to be collected ;.*... - 1^28, i«», 249/ 

Provision for costs and expenses in suits py and against, fj^r official 

acts, ..: 128, 129, 169, 263,264. 

To prosecute for wilful disturbance, interruption or disquiet of dis* 

tiift schools, Ac,. « ,•...... ISO, 256. 
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Powers and dulite of, rdaMve to teiidofii for «<rforei! diild- 
ren, ^.... 180, 181,«80, SSI, 256,266. 

To report catalogue of books hi ^sfriet lifarai^, 151, 164, 199', ^00, 240. 

To apply to state supermtendent for relief, when poUie money is 
withheld, 162, 198. 

To correct annual reports when def eetire, at any time betbre appor- 
tionment, 164. 

Duty of in api^Heaetion of locat school fcm^s* 198- 

Duty and liabilities of, in application of teachers* money,. . . ; 199. 

When and how authorized to correct errors In assessment roll of 
town, .' :... 812. 

Ihity o^ to keep up a school when required by inhabitants of their 
district, 222. 

To co-operate with the teaeher in thef government and diedpUoe of 
the school,.^........; «....»* •..»..•*••••».»..••... 282. 

General principles of law in reference to snits bffuqgh ia gainet».. 250 to 860. 

Legal eflfeet of ccntmotsoC •^.«..w.. ^4.* 261,-262« 

When liable in trespass, ..•••••^.•...«...«^.........« 261. 

Liabaity o( on contraels of predeeessom, u«...«*...*«.*.«.***.. 269* 

LiabiUfy of for thair joint ants and for the acts of ea«h Qther,...*.> .259, 2|^8. 

Authorised to require bond of district oolleetor,.^..*.*... •*.. ••«.,•..• 267« 

Fa3rnient8 on tax lists or rate bills made to, to be receiyed as sgents 
forcolleeterr...**... * m....^...^-...»m ••»... 262« 

TRUSTEE OF QOSPEL AND SQHOQIi LOT.-^ea Oeqpel 
and School Lot 

OAee of abolished and duties transferred to town superintendent^ 102» 1^2. 

Powers and duties of,.... < ^ , 18a»lM« 

TURNPIKE OOMPAKIES. 

Liability of to taamtion fbr sebeol distriet pnzpoees...... 20&. 

ToU house and gate o( Ac, how* taxable^.... ^..•••. «.,. 214. * 

TUSOARORA IVDIAITS. 

Act to proTide lor the edwatioB of the ehihWn «( an the .jsonntgr 
of Niagai*, » i.^. ••....«« ...4. *....•. ...... 869« 

UNOCCUPIED AND UNJMPROVED LANDS. * 

Powers and duti^ Qftrvufi^e* ifx the aiasesament of for district 

t»seSf M...,. .,...♦ in, 208, 266, 207 to 209. 

UTICA. 

A|ls,reU^g<.to common schools in the city of,.. «••••••••» . ^^57. 
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VACANCIES. 

In office of town superintendent, when and how to be fiUed, 101, 141. 

In office of trustees and other officers of districts, Ill, 112, 114, 169. 
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VALUATIONS. ' w ( M ' ' 

Of taxable property in joint districte, when and how to be equal- 
ized, 118,170. 

Of taxable property, how to be ascertained in making out tax- 
Hat, , , ^...f 119, 209, 2li0 to 212. 

How to he made on dum for reduction, and when not ascertained 
from assessment roll, ; ., ,., 119,209. 

VISITATION AND INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS. 

Powers and duties of town superintendents in reference to, 108, 157 to 164. 

VISITORS OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

State superintendent authorized to appoint, & powers and duties of, 96. 

VOTERS. 

Qualifications of at school district oijieetings, 110, 198. 

Proceedings on challenge of, 110, 194. 

WARR/usrrs. 

To be annexed by tnxstees to tax-lists, 116,201. 

For collection of rate-bills for teachers' wages, effect of and powers 
and dnties of collectors in execution of, '. > 93, 116. 

Property exempt Itom levy and sale on, for collection of rate- 
Wit, 98, 11T,228. 

For collection of taxes, when to be made out by trustees, 119, 201. 

"When to be delivered to collector, and his duty thereon, f 19, 120, 218, 219. 

Jurisdictian of collector in the execution of 19 other districts 
and towns, 120. 

To be execoted by a majority of trustees, without seal, 121, 218. 

To haye like force and efifect wfth warrants of boards of superri- 
Bors, except in certain cases, .^ 121, 218. 

When and how to be renewed by trustees, 121, 168*, 218, 219. 

Form of for collection of district taxes, 21T, 218. 

Do. da rate bills, 224,226. 

VILLIAMSBURGH. 

Act relating to common schools in the city of, 368. 

WILLIAMS VILLR 

Provision relative to rate-bills in the village of, 366. 

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY. 

Act authorizing the superintendent of common schools to purchase 
for the use of schools, .....:...! * 878. 

WOOD HOUSR 

Tax for building legal,. 190. 
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NOTE TO PAGE 187. 



SiNCB the passage of these sheets through the press, the Superintendent 
h«8 deei4ed that inhabitants of school districts may l^pdlj vote a tax not 
exceeding |400i for building, hiring or purchaajiog a echqol hou^ undeE { *!^^ 
(Sfo,. 92,) without the certificate of the Town Superintendent^ in ttddition 1%' 
the avails arising from the sale of the fonnier alte and houoe of the district ; 
thereby oTer-ruling the decision of Gen. Bisi; at page 188, of the Yolume of 
OoQimon School Decisions. 
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Please return -prompt^ ^ 




■Mn^Hlka 



DU6>lWrT«>^- -S^'7 ^^ 



OCf ■, 




jmsz^SM- 







*9^ .,1. 





y 

'k.4 



^^Mh 





